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CHAP.     XXVII. 

PRINCE  OF  BRUNSWICK  VISITS  MR.  PITT 

AT    HAYES ANECDOTE    CONCERNING 

HIM QUESTION  CONCERNING  GENE- 
RAL WARRANTS-^-MR.  Pitt's  SPEECH 
AGAINST  THEM— MR.  C.  TOWNSHEND's 
BON   MOT.« 

TN  the  month  of  January  1764,  the  here-    ^^xvi^ 
•*"  ditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick  came  to  Eng-   "^p^ 
land,  to  efpoufe  the  Princcfs  Augujiay  the 
King's  fifter.     When  the  ceremonies  were  Brimixvrck 
ended,  he  paid  a  viiit  to  Mr.  Pittj  who  was  Piu. 
confined  to  his  chamber  by  a  fevere  fit  of  the 
gout,  at  his  feat  at  Hayes  in  Kent.     This  vifit 
was  very    far   from  being  agreeable  at. St. 
James's.     The  Prince  was  juft  come  from 
Berlin;  and  whether  the  conjedlure  was  welj 
founded,  or  not,  that  he  carried  a  complimen- 
VOL.  II,  B  tary 
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CHAP,  tary  meflage  from  the  King  of  PruJJia  to  Mr* 
Pittf  the  vifit  at  leafl;  fhewed  the  high  efti- 
mation  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  was  held  by  the 
Prince,  by  the  King  of  Pruffiay  and  his  allies, 
who  at  this  time  were  Ruffia  and  Poland  1 
while  we  were  without  any'  ally ;  and  the 
great  Minifter  of  this  country,  who  had  con- 
duced the  late  war  with  fo  much  honour  to 
himfelf,  and  advantage  to  the  Nation,  was 
profcribed  at  Court,  and  deferted  in  Parlia- 
ment. He  was  retired  to  Hayes — to  his 
ability,  glory,  and  integrity — where  this 
young  Prince  diftinguifhed  him,  by  the  moft 
gracious  marks  of  efteem  and  affedlion,  filled 
with  fentiments  which  were  known  to  be 
fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  King  of  Pruffiay  and 
the  Emprefs  of  the  North.  After  this  cir- 
cumftance,  his  Serene  Highnefs  did  not  ex- 
perience thd  moft  cordial  reception  at  the 
Britifti  Court,  and  he  was  permitted  to  em- 
bark for  the  Continent,  in  a  very  dangerous 
and  tempeftuous  feafon  *• 

On 

♦^  There  is  a  circumfUnce  concerning  this  Prince,  which 
feems  to  iniinuate^  that  the  efFedts  of  this  viftt  were  not  con- 
fined to  an  embarkation  in  ftorniy  weatlier.  When  Gene- 
ral Spoerken  died,  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  folicited  to  fuc- 
cecd  him  in  the  conmuind  at  Hanover ;  and  from  his  hav- 

.ing 
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Oh  the  fourteenth  of  February  1764,  Sir  ^^^^J- 
TV.  Meredith  moved,  "  That  a  General  War- 
^'  rant  for  apprehending  and  feizing  the.  au- 
^*  thors,  .printers,  and  publifhers  ofafedi- 
^*  tious  libel,  together  with  their  papers,  is 
"  not  warranted  by  law\"  Seconded  by  Sir 
Gi  Savile.  Although  the  Conftitution,  the 
law  of  the  land,  common  fenfe,  and  the  true 
principles  of  juftice,  all  united  in  condemn- 
ing a  Genera/ W^rrznt ;  yet  all  the  Law  Offi- 
cers of  Government,  all  the  fubalterns  of  the 
Miniftry,  all  the-  people  who  called  them- 
felyes  King's  FriendJi,  and  all  whom  thefc 
could  command  or  influence,  pettinacioufly 
defended,  not  indeed  the  legality y  for  that  was 
impoffible,  but  the  necejjity  of  the  Govern- 
ment pofleffing  a  power  to  iflixe  thefe  war- 

mg  behaved  gallantly  in  the  Brkifli  fervice,  and  liaving 
married  the  King's  fitter,  every  body  in  Gfcrmany  and 
England  thought  his  claim  fo  jufl,  he  muft  undoubtedly 
be  appointed ;  but  the  Queen's  brother,  a  youth  at  thlit 
time,  was  preferred  to  him. 

Another  inftance  of  the  Queen's  influence  has  been  ftat- 
cd  to  be,  the  payment  of  her  brother's  debts  (the  Duke  of 
Midlenhurgh) ;  foon  after  which,  his  Majefty  applied  to 
Parliament  for  the  payment  of  his  own.  debts;  or,  in  the 
Parliamentary  language,  to  difcharge  the  arrears  of  his 
Civil  Lift. 

3  2  _  rants 
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rants  whenever  the  Secretary  of  State  in  hig 
difcretion  fhould  think  fit-  The  debate  hav- 
ing continued  all  night,  vsras  adjourned  to  the 
feventeenth. 

On  the  adjourned  debate,  Mr.  Pitt^  being 
able  to  atteiid,  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  mo- 
tion.    ^  He  began  v^ith  obferving,  that  all 

*  w^hich  the  Crown  had  defired,  all  which  Mi- 

*  nifters  had  wilhed,  was  accompliflied  in  the 

*  convidtipn  and  expulfion  of  Mr.  Wilkes ;  it 

*  was  now  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  do  juftice 

*  to  the  Nation,  to  the  Conftitution,  and  to 

*  the  Law.     Minifters  had  refufed  to  lay  the 

*  warrant  before  the  Houfe,  becaufe  they  were 

*  confcious  of  its  illegality.     And  yet  thefc 

*  Minifters,  he  faid,  who  afFed:  fo  much  regard 

*  for  Liberty  and  the  Conftitution,  are  ardently 

*  defirous  of  retaining  for  themfelves,  and  for 
^  their  fucceflbrs,  a  power  to  do  an  illegal  adt. 

*  Neither  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  nor 
'  the  Minifter  himfelf,  had  attempted  to  de- 

*  fend  the  legality  of  this  warrant.  Whenever 
'  goaded  Upon  the  point,  they  had  evaded  it. 

*  He  tlierefore  did  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that 

*  there  was,  not  a  man  to  be  found  of  fufficient 

*  prpfiigacy 
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*  profligacy  to  defend  this  warrant,  upon  the 

*  principle  of  legality.   It  was  no  juftification, 

*  he  faid,  that  General  Warrants  had  been 
'  iffued.    Amongft  the  warrants  which  were 

*  laid  before  the  Houfe,  to  fhew  the  practice  of 

*  of  office,  there  were  two  which  had  been 

*  iflued  by  himfelf i  but  they  were  not  againft 
'  *  Jibels.     One  was,  for  the  feizure  of  a  num-r 

*  ber  of  perfons  on  board  a  fliip  going  to 

*  France ;  the    other  for  apprehending  the 

*  Count deiS/.  Germain y^  fufpedted foreigner; 

*  and  bo  thin  a  time  of  war  with  France.  Upon 

*  ifliiing  the  latter  warrant,  he  confulted  his 

*  friend  the  Attorney  General  (who  was  af- 

*  terwardsLord  Camden)  j  who  told  him  the 
^  warrant  would  be  illegal,  and  if  he  iflued  it 
^  he  mufl:  take  theconfequences  j  nevefthelefs, 

*  preferring  the  general  fafety,  in  time  of  war 
^  and  public  danger,  to  every  perfonal  confi- 
'  deration,  he  run  the  rifl^,  as  he  would  of  his 

*  head,  had  that  been  the  forfeit,  upon  the  like 

*  motive,  and  did  an  extraordinary  a<3:,  againft: 

*  a  fufpicious  foreigner,  jufl:  come  from  France  i 

*  and  who  was  concealed  at  different  times,  in 
«  different  hqufes.  The  real  exigency  of  the 
^  cafe,  of  the  time,  and  the  apparent  neceflity 

*  of  the  thing,  would,  in  his  opinion,  always 

'    B  3  ^^uftify 
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xxvii*'    ^  juftify  a  Secretary  of  State,  in  eveiy  extraor-, 

*  dinary  adl  of  power.     In  the  prefent  cafe^j 

*  there  was  no  neceffity  for  a  General  Warrant. 

*  Minifters  knew  all  the  parties.     The  plea  o£ 

*  neceffity  could  not  be  urged;  there  was  no 

*  pretence  for  it.  The  nation  was  in  perfedt 
^  tranquillity.     The  fafety  of  the  State  was  in 

*  no  danger.     The  charge  was,  the  writing 

*  and  publifliing  alibel.  What  was  there  in 
^  this  crime,  fo  heinous  and  terrible,  as  to  re-. 

*  quire  this  formidable   inftrument;  which, 

*  like  an  inundation  of  water,  bore  down  .all 

*  the  barriers  and  fences  of  happincfs  andfe- 
^  curity  ?  Parliament  had  voted  aw^y  its  own 

*  privilege,  and  laid  the  perfonal  freedom  of 

*  every  reprefentative  of  the  nation,  at  the  mer- 
'  cy  of  his  Majefty's  Attorney  General.  Did 
'  ^arhament  fee  the  extent  of  this  furrender, 

*  which  they  h^d  made  ?  Did  Parliament  fee 

*  that  they  had  decided  upoh  the  unalienable 

*  rights  of  the  people,  by  fubjefting  their  re- 
^  prefentatives  to  a  reftraint  of  their  perfbns, 
t  whenever  the  Minifters  pr  the  Attorney  Ge- 
^  neral  thought  proper  ?  The  extraordinary 
f  and  wanton  exercife  of  an  illegal  power,  in 

*  this  cafe,  admits  of  no  juftification,  nor  even 
f  palliation  ^     It  was  thq  indulgence  of  aper- 

Upn^l 
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*  fonal  refentment  againR:  a  particular  perfon :   ^x'xvu! 

*  And  the  condemnation  of  it  is  evaded  by  a  ^"TJe^ 

*  preten'ce  that  isfalfey  is  a  mockery  of  j  uftice, 

*  and  an  impofition  on  the  Houfe,     We  are 

*  told  that  this  warrant  is  pendente  lite;  that  it 

*  will  come  under  j  udicial  decifion,  in  the  de- 

*  terminations  of  the  Court  on  the  bills  of  ex- 

*  ception  j    and,  therefore,  that  Parliament 

*  ought  not  to  declare  any  judgment  upon  the 
«  fubjeft.     In  anfwer  to  this,  he  faid,  that 

*  whenever  the  bills  of  exceptions  came  to  be 

*  argued,  it  would  be  found,  that  they  turned 

*  upon  other  points.  Upon  other  points,  he  re- 
«  peated.  He  was  confident  in  his  aflertion. 
'  He  concluded  with  faying,  that  if  the  Houfe 

*  negatived  the  motion,  they  would  be  the  dif- 

*  grace  of  the  prefent  age,  and  the  reproach  of 

*  pofterity;  who,  after  facrificing  their  own 

*  privUeges,  had  abandoned  the  liberty  ofth3 
«  fubjeft,  upon  a  pretence  that  was  wilfully 
«  founded  in  error,  and  manifeftly  urged  for 
<  the  purpofe  of  delufion.' 

Upon  a  motion  being  made  for'adjourning 
the  debate  for  four  months,  the  numbers 
were  ^34  for.the  queftion,  and  220  againft  it.  , . 
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xxvu  ^^^  ^^S^^  ^^^'  ^^^^^^^  Townjhend,  who 
^^-orv-/  at  this  time  was  in  oppofition  tp  the  Miniftiy, 
faid  to  Mr.  Pitf  as  they  entered  the  Houfe, 
that  they  fhould  be  in  the  majority  that  night. 
It  was  certainly  his  opinion  ;  for  he  /aid  after- 
wards to  feyeral  of  his  friends,  that  he  was 
confident  they  went  into  the  Houfe  a  majo- 
rity ;  but  that  Lloyd*,  who. had  the  Miniller's 
private  pocket  book-fy  m^de  converts  before  the 
divifion. 

It  was  in  the  adjourned  debate  that  one  of 
yix/townjhend's  happy  bonmots  was  delivered. 
The  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  at  that  time  Sir 
Thomas  Sewell,  who  ufually  fat  in  the  Houfe 
in  his  great  wig,  faid,  in  the "  firft  debate, 
in  favour  of  the  adjournment  from  the 
14th  to  the  17th,  "  that  fuqh  adjournment, 

*  though  fhort,  would  afford  him  an  oppor- 

*  tunity  to  examine  his  books  and  authofitie? 

*  upon  the  fubjeiS",  and  he  fhould  then  be 

*  prepared  with  an  opinion  upon  it  i  which 

*  Mr.  Charles  Lloyd,  who  was  Mr.  Gren'ville's  private 
Secretary. 

f  The  term  given  to  theMinifler's  pocket  Lift  of  his  Mem- 
bers, who  have  no  oftenfiblc  places,  but  have  private  douceurs 
given  to  them  at  the  end  of  the  Seffion  5  and  fometimes  re- 
ceive an  extraordinary  douceur  for  a  particular  vote. 

.  .  'at 
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^  at  prefent  he  was  not/     Upon  the  fecond    ^xvii' 
debate,'  he  faid,    *  That  he  had   that  very 

*  morning  turned  the  whole  matter  over  in 

*  his  mind  as  he  lay  upon  his  pillow,  and 

*  after  ruminating  and  confidering  upon  it  a 
'  good  deal,  he    could  not  help  declaring 

*  that  he  was  of  the  fame  opinion  he  was 
'  before,'  Upon  which  Mr.  C.  Townjkend 
ftarted  up,  and  faid,  *  He  was  very  forry  to 

*  remark,  Hhat  what  the  Right  Honourable 

*  Gentlemen  had  found  in  his  night  capj  he  had 

*  loji  in  his  periwig.' 


CHAP. 
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SIR  WILLIAM  PYNSENT  LEAVES  HIS  FOR-. 
TUNE  TO  MR.  PITT SIMILAR  IN- 
TENTION   OF    MR.    MOLLIS PRESENT 

AND  NOTE  FROM  WAREH AM— PITT's 
DIAMOND THE  REGENCY — 'AMERI- 
CAN    STAMP     ACT LORD    BUTE     RE-. 

SOLVES  TO  DISMISS  THE  MINISTERS— 

.    GETS  AN   AUDIENCE  OF   THE  DUKE  OF 

CUMBERLAND THE  DUKE  SEND^  FOR 

LORD    .    TEMPLE— CONFERENCE        BE- 

TWEEN     THEM THE    DUKE    GOES    TO 

MR.   PITT APPLIES     TO    LORD     LYT- 

TELTON LORD      TEMPLE      ANP      MR. 

GRENVILLE  RECONCILED OBSERVA- 
TION  MR,  STUART  MACKENZIE  DIS- 
MISSED  THE    KING     SENDS    FOR    MR, 

PITi; LORD      TEMPLE     SENT       FOR 

THEY   REFUSE    THE   KING's    OFFERS ► 

OBSERVATION KING's      FRIENDS 

CONDUCT  OF    THE   DUKE.   OF   BEDFORD 

'     AND      MR,      JENKINSON THE      DUKJJ 

FORMS  A  NEViF  MINISTRY. 

nnHE  fame  of  Mr.  Piu's  char^fter,  of  his 
^xvin.  public  virtue  Jind  great  talents,  excited  no 

lefsthe  admiration  of  all  independent  perfons 
athoi|ie,  than  of  princes.and  potentates  abroad, 

Although 
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Although  profcribed  the  Court  of  his  Sovcr  xxviu 
reign,  he  maintained  a  place  in  -the  hearts  of 
the  people.  Although  his  Majefly*s  Coun- 
cil had  repudiated  his  advice,  and  the  repre^ 
fentatives  of  the  nation  had  engaged  with  a 
more  projfitable  mafter,  yet  there  were  many 
perfons,  who  faw  no  dilloyalty  to  the  King 
nor  difrefpedt  to  Parliament  (themes  \vhich 
are  conftantly  dwelt  upon  whenever  a  pro-r 
fcribed  perfon  is  popular),  in  continuing  their 
efteem  and  veneration  for  a  great  charafter, 
of  exemplary  virtue  and  unrivalled  abilities. 
Amongft  thefe  was  Sir  fFi/Imm  Pynfent,  of  %l^i^!^^ 
Burton-Pynfent,  in  Somerfetfhire,  a  Baronet  ^'mm. 
of  ancient  family,  and  a  large  fortune;  who 
having  no  iflue,  bequeathed  his  eftate  (of  near 
three  thoufand  pounds  per  annum)  to  Mr. 
Pitt  and  his  heirs.  He  died  on  the  12th  of 
January  1765.  There  was  a  contention  for 
the  property ;  and  it  was  countenanced  from 
a  quarter  where,  it  might  have  been  fuppof- 
ed,  the  perverfion  of  juftice  never  reached. 
However  it  was  of  no  avail :  thp  will  pf  the 
teftator  was  epnfirmed*. 

In 

*  It  has  been  confidently  afferted,  that  Thomas  HolUsyE^q. 
who  died  at  Corfcombe  in  Dorfetftiire,  in  the  month  of  De- 
jember  1773*  intended  to  have  Ifequeathed  his  eftate  to  Mr. 
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fromWarc 

ham. 


In  the  monthof  Auguft,Mr.  Piu  went  into 
Somerfetfhirc  While  he  was  there,  an  in- 
habitant of  Wareham  fent  him  a  falmon,  witli 
this  note :  ^^  I  am  an  Englifhman,  and  there- 
fore love  liberty  and  you ;  Sir,  be  pleafed  to 
accept  of  this  fifh,  as  a  mark  of  my  eileem, ; 
were  every  fcale  a  diamond  *,  it  fhould  have 
been  at'your  fervice/' 

During  the  greateft  part  of  ^the  feflion  of 
the  year  1765,  Mr.  Pitt  was  confined  by  the 
gout. 

Pitt ;  but  he  died  before  he  was  able  to  make  the  arrangement 
he  had  in  contemplation. 

Ralph  Allen,  of  Prior  Park,  Efq,  died,  in  1764,  and  left  Mr. 
Pitt  one  tlioufand  pounds. 

*  AHuding  to  the  celebrated  diamond  which  Mr.  Pittas 
anceftor,  Thomas  Pitt,  Efq.  who,  in  Queen  Anne's  reign,  was 
Governor  of  Fort  St.  Geoi^ge  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  brought 
from  thence,  weighing  one  hundred  and  twenty-feven  carats; 
and  which,  being  refufed  by  the  Britifli  Sovereign,  was  pur- 
chafed  by  the  then  Regent  of  France,  for  one  hundred  and 
,  thirty-five  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  It  was  placed  in  the 
Crown  of  France  ;  and  for  fev^ral  years  was  called  Pittas 
diamond.  For  a  defcription  and  rfeprefentation  of  this  dia- 
mond, fee  die  Mufeum  Britannicum,  page  69,  and  tab.  28. 
And  fee  Appendix  AA.  In  the  account  of  the  diamonds  of 
Louis  the  Sixteenth,  publilhed  by  order  of  the  National  Af- 
fembly  of  France,  in  1792,  this  celebrated  diamond  is  called 
the  Regent),  ari(i  is  there  ftated  to  be  of  the  weight  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-fix  carats,  and  eftimated  to  be  of  the  value 
•f  twelve  millions  of  livres ;  about  half  a  million  fterling. 

Early 
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Early  in  the  month  of  April  1765,  his 
Majefty  was  afHi<9:ed  by  an  alarming  difor-  kJ^ 
der.  At  the  firft  audience  he  honoured  his 
Minifter  after  his  recovery,  he  took  a  paper 
Out  of  his' pocket,  containing  a  fpeech  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  rcquefting  a  power  to 
nominate  a  Regent,  with  a  Council,  in  cafe 
of  his  death,  before  his  fucceflbr  was  eighteen 
years  of  age.  His  Majefty  gave  the  paper 
to  his  Minifter,  and  fixed  the  day  for  going 
to  the  Houfe.  As  this  was  the  firft  notice 
the  Minifters  had  of  the  defign,  they  were 
greatly  furprifed  by  it.  The  fpeech  was 
written,  and  the  meafure  was  formed,  with- 
out their  participation,  or  even  knowledge. 
They  had  fubmitted  to  feveral  invafions.of 
their  departments,  by  appointments  being 
made,  Ecclefiaftical,  Civil,  and  Military ; 
fome  without  their  knowledge,  and  others 
contrary  to  their  recommendations :  But  this 
was  a  ftronger  adt,  and  a  more  indifputable 
proof,  of  a  fecret  unrefponfible  influence, 
fubfifting  fomewhere,  than  any  other  they 
had  met  with.  They  were  not  very  ardent, 
therefore,  in  fupport  of  the  meafure.  The 
bill  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
agreeable  to  the  portrait  given  in  the  fpeech. 

To 
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xxvni*  ^^i^^  repreferitations  had  been  made  by  the 
^^■^^^|^>^  fubfifting  Minifters,  upon  the  appointment 
of  Sir  H.  Erjkine ;  upon  filling  the  See  of 
Armagh,  and  upon  other  promotions,  fome 
of  which  had  taken  place  contrary  to  their 
advice,  and  others  without  their  knowledge ; 
the  King  was  offended,  and  applied  to  his 
Favourite  to  emancipate  him  from  thefe  im- 
portunities. Whether  this  opinion  was  well 
founded,  or  not,  it  is  certain  that,  ten  days 
at  ieaft  before  any  intimation  was  given  to 
the  Minifters  of  the  Regency  Bill,  the  Earl 
of  Bute  obtained,  through  the  intereft  of  the 
^ifnce'^of-  ^^^^  of  Albemarle y  a  private  audience  of  the 
cumSerl''^'  ^^^^  ^^  Cumberland'^.  His  wifh  was  to 
bring  Mr.  Fitt  into  office.  His  projeft  had 
failed  in  the  year  1763,  through  his  own 
cowardice.  V  This  year  he  refolved  not  to 
appear  in  the  meafure  %  perhaps  he  was  ftill 
influenced  by  his  fears,  and  therefore,  the 
better  to  conceal  himfelf,  and  to  give  greater 
weight  to  his  defign,  his  firft  care  was  to  put 
the  negotiation  into  the  hands  of  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland y  with  fome  limitations.  Af- 
ter his  audience  of  the  Duke,  he  and  his  bro- 

•  On  Sunday  evening,  April  14.    His  Royal  Highnefs  came 
to  town  on  purpofe, 

thcr 


OF  tH£  EARL  OF  CHATHA^t.  17 

dier  appeared  publicly  at  his  Royal  High-  ^Jvin 
nefs's  levee,  more  than^  once  during  the  time  ^^^pp^ 
the  Regency  Bill  was  in  Parliament.  Thefe 
circumftapces  were  not  unknown  to  the  Mi- 
mfters,  nor  did  they  fcruple  to  declare  to  their 
friends,  That  the  King's  confidence  was  not 
placed  where  it  ought  to  be.  Yet  they  did 
not  Ttfydt  a  nec€;flkry  meafure.  But  they 
were  particularly  blameable  for  admitting  one 
part  of  it,  which  whoever  advifed,  gave  bad 
advicet  It  was  a  propofition,  for  an  unexam- 
pled encroachment  on  the  inherent  funda- 
mental and  eilential  rights  of  Parliament,  and 
a  dangerous  precedent  for  an  addition  to  the 
pretenfions  of  theCrown,  by  entrufting  to  the 
fok  and  Jeer et  nomination  of  the  Prince  upon 
the  throne,  the  appointment  of  the  perfon  to 
exerdife  the  regal  authority  during  a  minority; 

Mr.:  'Bitt  having  declared  in  Parliament, 
that  he  would  live  and  die  with  his  brother 
(Lord  Temple^y  the  confidential  contrivers  of 
this  fecond  projeft,  to  bring  in  Mr.  Pitt,  re* 
folved  to  make  the  application  to  Lord  Tem^ 
fky  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  his  favour- 
able opinion,  which  was  confidered  the  mof); 
effcntial  ftep  towards   gaining    Mr.    Pitt. 

VOL.  II.  c  Accordingly 
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xxviii*    Accordingly  on  the  fifteenth  of  May,  the 
VTV^  Duke  oi  Cumberland  fent  for  Lord  Temple . 
l^nA^toT     ^^^^  Stowe*,     As  foon  as  ppflible  his  Lord- 
Lord  Tern-  £j^jp  waited  on  the  Duke,  who  began  by  in- 
forming him,   that  die  King  had  rcfolved 
to.  change  his  fervants,   and  to  ^eftgage  his 
Lordfhip,   Mr.  P/V/,  and   their  .friends,  in 
his  fervice;  but  firft  he  (the  Duke)  wifhr 
confc-       ed  to  know  their  conditions.     Lord  Temple 

rencc  be-  .         -  ,  ' 

IhT'^  rej^edtfuUy  afluring  hia.  Royfel  Highnefs  that 
their  conditions  were  pot  many.  The  mak- 
ing ^certain  foreign  dji^nces,  the  reftoration 
of  officers  (civil  and  military)  crueUy  and  in* 
juftly  difmiffed,  a  repeal  of  the  Excife  on  Cy- 
der, a  total  and  full  condemnation  of  General 
Warrants,  and  the.. feizure  of  papers.  His. 
Royal  Highnefs  perfcAly  approved  of  thefc 
conditions,  and  faid  they  muft  be  agreed  to. 
And  then  added,  that  he  had  a  propofition  to 
make, — ^this  was.  That  it  was  the  King^s  de- 
fire  Lord  Northumberland  ihould  be  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  Treafury.  Lord  Temple  re- 
plied, *'  He  would  never  come  into  office  un- 
**  der  Lord  Bute's  Lieutenant-f-.*'     Here  th^ 

*  His  Royal  Highnefs  alfo  fent  for  Mr.  yamgs  Gnnvilie 
horn  Pinner. 

t  LordNorihum'iirkmdYfSLikt  this  time  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland.   ^  ;,i 

conferrence 
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toftfcrence  broke  off.  This  propofition  hav-.  ^xvii? 
injg  been  made  in  the  negociation  in  the  year  ^^"TTT*^ 
1763,  when  Lord  jB«/^  appeared  openly  in  the 
meafure,  kft  no  room  to  doubt  of  his  Lord- 
fhip  being  ftill  the  fecrct  advifer  of  the  King, 
and  the  fecret  mover  of  the  prefent  negocia- 
tion.        ' 

On  the  nineteenth  of  the  feme  month,  '^^*^^"^* 
which  was  Sunday,  the  Duke  ifent  a  meflage  ^"'^ 
to  Lord  Temp/e,  requefting  his  Lordfhip  to 
meet  him  at  Mr.  Pitt's  houfe,  at  Hayes,  in 
Kent.  The  Duke  was  with  Mr.  Pitt,  when 
his  Lordfhip  came  in,  and  had  made  the  fame 
propofition  refpcfting  Lo¥d  Northumberland, 
which  Mr.  Pitt  had  refufed,  as  totally  inad- 
miffible  i  upon  the  fame  principle,  that  the 
refufal  had  been  made  by  Lord  Temple-,  of 
which  Mr.  Pitt  had  not,  until  that  moment, 
received  the  fmalleft  intimation.  He  alTured 
his  Royal  Highnefs,  that  he  was  ready  to  go 
to  St.  James's,  if  be  could  carry  the  Conjiitu^ 
tion  along  with  bith ; — that  was  his  expreffion. 

Next  day,  the  Duke  fent  Lord  Fnderick 
Cavendijh  to  Mr.  P//^,  with  an  aflurance,  that 
the  propofition  refped:ing  Lord  ^orihumBer-^ 

'      '       ^  c  2  land 
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xxviiL  ^^^^  *t  the  head  of  the  Trea&iy,  was 
relinquifhed  provided  his  Lord/hip;\pas  con-* 
fidcred  in  fomet  other  w^.  Mr.  Pitt  rc;turn* 
ed  did  ftnie  anfwerlie  htd  giv^n  to*  l^is  Royal 
Hightiefsw  Upon  the;  return  6f  Lord  Fre^ 
deriek^  jibe  Diike  off^ed  the  Treafury  to  Lord 
Lyttleton^  whodefired  to  confultLord  TempU 
and  Mr.  Pitt.  The  Duke  was  difpleafed 
widv  this,  anfwer,  ftnd  immediately  went  to 
the  King;  and  haying  informed  his  Majefty 
of  the  feveral  aftfwdrs  he  had  received^  con- 
cluded with,  advifing  the  Khjg  to.  cpntinue 
his  prefeni  fervants*     . 

LordTem.       At  the  fame  t«»e,:  Lord  Ttmpky  and  his 

pleandMr.  .  ' 

Grenviiic    brother  Mr.   Gt^em)ill$^  became  reconciled 

become  re-  ^  .»'....  ^       .  . 

conciied.  through  the  mediation  of  th^  fri<^njis:  cxf  both 
parties;  who  declared,  that  this  recfoociliatioi^ 
wa$  no  more  than  domeftic  frieiidibip  as 
brother^ ;  and  on  puUic  principles,  pnly  as  to 
meafures  in  futuj-e. 

obfcrva.  Jtis  in  their  influence,  on  meafures  infu-- 
ture^  that  fuch  circumftances  become  inte- 
refting  to  the  nation.  The  reconciliation 
beihg  aiFe<3:ed,  Mr.  GretFuille  u^ibofoming 
himfelf  to  his  brother,  related  alt  the  arts  and 

clandeftine 
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clandeftine  ftqps  of  the  Favourite  j  which,  if 
pofliblc,  increafed  his  brother*s  ardour  in  op-  ^''QQ^ 
pofition  to  Lord  Bute.  Both  the  brothers 
now  entertaining  the  fame  opinion,  there 
could  be  Httle  probability  of  another  fepara-^ 
tion  between  them :  coniequently,  m  fu^ 
turt^  it  muft  be  fuppofed  they  engaged  to  adt, 
and  to  concert  their  meafures  together, 

Duringthenegociation  with  the  Duke,  Par^ 
liament  had  been  kept  fitting  under  dn  expec* 
tation  of  iffuing  writs  for  new  eledtions^.  But 
that  negociation  having  failed,  the  fuMfting 
Minifters  refdved  to  vindicate  the  indcpen-^ 
dence  of  their  fituations,  by  afiertingthe  due 
influence,  which  of  right  belonged  to  the  re- 
fponfibaity  of  their  offices,  and  to  create  a 
neceflity  of  iffuing  writs  very  different  from 
thofe  which  had  been  in  expe^tion. 

The  dccilive  ftroke  of  this  conteft,  was  the  ^^^^X, 
turning  out  Mr.  Mackenzie^  Lord  Bute\  bro-  ^^^ 
ther ;  which,  they  declared,  they  ofiered  to 
the  public  as  a  marki  that  Ae  Councils  and 
fimployments  of  die  State  were  "not  fepa- 
rated,  notwithlfending  die  late  negociation. 
And  this  circumftancc  gave  them  a  merit  in 
c  3  their 


AKlCDOt)£S  AKP  SFEECRE^   , 

c HA^f    their  death,  that  moft  qf; them  would  never 
have  acqmred  any  other  w$y. 
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There  was  ho  ftep  they  could  have  taken 
more  perfonally  offenfive  than  this.  And  to  it 
they  added,  the  difmiffions  of  Lord  Northum^ 
b^rlandzxA  Mr,  Fw,  who  had  been  created 
laor^  Holland:  As  foon  as  thefe  changes 
were  made.  Parliament  was  prorogued. 

^  The  King  confidcred  thefe  three  difmif- 
fions, but  moft^  particularly  the  firft,  as  in- 
fults  to  his'perfon:and  dignity.  Whether 
the  opinion  was  fpontaneoufly  his  own,  or 
whether  it  was  fuggefted  to  him,  is  not  de- 
,  ferving  of  an  attempt^  to  difcover.  The 
language  of  the  Favourite  upon  this  occafion 
w^s-^W6af  !  do  you  mean  to  dejiroy  the  Mo^ 
narchy  I— to  annihilate  the  Jirfi  of  the  three 
miates^ 

fenisflr/   -    In  confcquence  of  thefe  open  and  avowed 

Ml .  Pitt.     2As  of  hoftility  to  the  Favourite^  a  refolutiou 

was  taken  to  open  another  negociation  with 

Mr,  Pitt.    Lord  Bute  and  the  Duke  having 

both  failed,  the  King  himfelf  undertook  this 

.negociatlo^,    His  Majefty  fent  for  Mr.  Pitt. 

-.    '.     -  ',       "  •       He 
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He  waited  upon  the  King  at  the  Queen's  xxviu! 
Houfe,  on  the.  twentieth  day  of  June  1765. 
The  confequence  of  this  audience  was,  the 
fending  fof  Lord  Temple.  And  on  the  25th,  ^j^^J^f™* 
they  waited  on. his  Majefty  together  at  the 
Queen's  Houfe ;  when  the  following  con- 
ditions were  propofed  to  them :  , 

1.  Mr,  Stuart  Mackenzie  to  be  reftored. 

2.  Lord  Northumberland  to  be  Lord  Cham* 
berlain. 

3.  The  King's  Friends  to  continue  in  their 
prefent  ^tuations*. 

To  the  two  firft  conditions  Mr.  Pitt  was  ^^^j^f 
^ot  very  averfe.  RefpeiSting  the  laft,  he  ''*^' 
wiflied  for  fome  explanation.  But  Lord 
Temple  declared  againft  the  whole.  Upon 
which  the  conference  ended, — Here  it  is 
proper  to  obferve,  that  upon  more  mature 
'  confideration  Mr-  Pitt  changed  his   fenti- 

*  There  were  about  thirty  pcrfons  who  arrogantly  aflumed 
this  appellation.  They  afFedled  to  belong  to  no  Minifter — 
to  maintain  no  connedtion — to  court  no  intereft — to  embrace 
no  principle—to  hold  no  opimon.  They  might  more  prp* 
perly  have  been  called  the  HouTehold  Troops,  or  Janizaries 
of  the  Court;  becauTe  they  fnpported,  or  oppofed,  the  Of-* 
ficial  Miniilers,  according  to  the  ordei^  they  received  from 
the  FavpuHte.  

'c^4  '    inentfi 
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xxviiL   rt^ehts  ofi  the  two  &rft  conditions^  and  per- 
^^*^J|^^  fedly  agreed  with  his  brother. 

The  readelr's  judgifnent  Will  aattcipate  any 
observations  which  can  be  inade  on  thefe 
extraojccfeiary  occurrences  ;  tefpefting  eithci:' 
the  humiliation  of  the  King,  Whe  defcended 
from  his  ilation  to  execute  the.  projcd;  of  his 
Favourite}  or  the  fiiperiority  of  Mr,  Pitt^, 
who  refifted  the  entreaties  of  his  Sovereign,^ 
Tdien  incompatible  with  the  ferviee  oF,  the 
'  .  public,  Thefe  prominent  features  are  fq 
obvious  from  the  plain  ftatement  of  the 
fadts,  that  no  reader  can  feel  the  want  of 
illuftration.  The  future  hiftorian  may  in^ 
dulge  in  obfervations  and  inferences,  which 
the  prefent  writer  dare  not.  And  Tnith . 
may  find  an  advocate  in  a  future  age,  which 
the  venalty  of  the  prefent  refufes  to  ejidure, 

forma*"^*        The  King's  negociation  having  failed,  the 

Miniftry.     j)^k  of  Cumberland vfz.%  again  applied  to.    His 

Majefty  having  refolved  Jto  part  with  his  pre- 

feftt  fervants  at  any  rate^5>  his  Royal  High -^ 

../.....•••.   .    ..  •  :     ,...!-       •       nefs 

♦  It  has  been  ftatcd,  that  this  rcfblution  was  taken  in  con- 
conrec^uexice  of  fome  expreffions,  which  had  fallen  ^om  the 


nfefs  hatl  iUll  pdwer  to  form  ah  ^dftihiilfcra^    xxviit 
notik'    The  l3uke  df  Nt^tafiki  the  Marquis  ^^^^ 

'  Duke  of  Be^m-d  in  his  Majefty^s  dofct.  One  writer  fcys, 
«/  The  !Duke  of  Bedford  conunuing  in  fuch  a  behaviour  as  no 
private  tean  tould  have  fuftredih  any  one  of  his  inferiors, 
produced  an  inftantaneous  determination  to  get  rid  .of  Adi 
provocations  at  any  rate."  PrincipUs  of  the  Changes  in  1 765, 
puge  4^. 

Another,  and  more  popular  writer,  fays,  *'  The  Minifhy 
hiving  endeavoured  to  exclude  the  Dowager  out  of  the  Re- 
gency Bil^,  the  Earl  of  Bute  determined  to  diOnifs  them. 
Upon  this  the  Duke  of  Bedford  demanded  an  audience  of  the 
,  replroached  in  plain  terms  with  duplicity,  bafe- 
nefs,  falfehood,  treachery  and  hypocrify — repeatedly  gave 
him  the  lye,  and  left  him  in  convullions."  Junius' s  Letters,  the 
Author's  o=vi)H  edition y  printed  hy  Woodfall,  volume  I,  page  171, 
the  note. 

And  with  refped  to  the  particular  difmii&on  of  Mr.  Gren* 
*vilie,  aiiother  writer  has  given  the  following  anecdote  :  «•  He 
had  been  fo  completely  duped,  that  for  fome  days  after  his 
diimiffion,  he  had  the  vanity  to  believe  the  Court  retained  a 
partiality  for  him ;  but  when  he  (aw  that  Mr.  Charles  Jenkiur 
fony  who  he  knew  was  the  confidant  of  Lord  BuH,  and  who 
he  had  carried  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  for  whom  he 
had  obtained  a  penfion,  for  writing  a  pamphlet  on  tihe  feizure 
of  the  Dutch  veifels  in  17 57*  and  who  for  that,  and  other  ob- 
ligations, he  thought  would  have  followed  him  out  of  Court  5 
when  he  difcovered  that  Mr.  Jenkinfon  llayed  behind,  and  that 
his  credit  was  not  dimihiflied  at  either  Carleton  Houfe  or  Buck-- 
ingham  Houfe,  he  then/i<»i,  what  all  the  world  knew  before^ 

that  he  had. been  the  dupe  ofLordButi^s  agent that  the  very 

man,  who  owed  his  original  recommendation  to  him,  was  the 
very  man  who  had  betrayed  him.  Perhaps  no  gentleman 
eve.r  felt  the  poignant  fting  of  ingratitude  f ^  keenly  as  Mr.^ 
Grenvilk  did  upon  that  occaiion." 

Qf 
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Sxvnt  of  RccimgiiamrZXi4^th6r  friends,  thought  it 
^■^JJ^  their  duty  to  accept  of  his  Royal  Highnefs's 
invitation.  General  Conway  was  made  Se- 
tretary  of  State,  and  to  him  was  committed 
the  managemient  of  the  Houie  of  Com- 
mons. 
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C  ri  A  P.    XXIX. 

NEW  MINISTRY    BLAMED  FOR  ACCEPT 
ING— LORD    bote's    INFLUENCE    NOT 
DIMINISHED THEIR    APOLOGY MR. 

Pitt's  SPEECH  against  the  Ameri- 
can STAMP  ACT — HE  COMPLIMENTS 
MR.  BURKE. 

Tk^R.PITT did  not  entirely  approve  of  the    ^x^fx/' 
^^"^  new  Miniftry's  acceptance.  And  Lord  ^^^^X!^ 
Temple  condemned  them  in  terms  of  acri-  ft^wlm! 
mony:   he  faid,  if  they  had  followed  the  ex-  ^pg^.*^ 
ample  of  Mr.  Pift  and  himfelf,   in  refufing 
the  allurements  of  office^  the  Favourite  muft 
have    fubmitted   to  fuch .  conditions,   as   it 
might  have  been  thought  neceflary  to  impofe 
upon   him;    which  certainly   would  have 
been,  an  abfolute  and  total  exclufion  of  him 
and  his  friends  from  every  fituation  and  chan- 
nel of  fecret  communication  with  the  Sove- 
reign:   there  muft  have  been  an  end  of  all 
thofe  unhappy  luggeftions  which  had   al- 
ready diftra^ed  the  kingdom,  and  menaced 
the  pervaiion  of  further  misfortunes.     This 
might  be  called  violent  Jangyage,  but  it  was 
founded  in  truth  and  experience ;   and,  al- 
though 
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chap;   though  the  new  Miniftry  were  not  under 
^^'V^^  the  influence  of  the  Favourite,  yet  his  in- 
LordBute's  fluence  was  dot  diminiflied  5   it  might,  per- 
Lot  dlmu    haps,  be  faid  to  foffer  a  temporary  abatement, 
"*^'*^       or  rather  it  was  his  own  policy  to  fufpend 
the  exercife  of  it,  until  a  more  fuitable  op- 
portunity occurred  for  making  another  dif- 
play  of  his  power  and  verfatility. 

Apology  of       The  new  Miniilry  had  this  apology  fairly 
Mimftiy.    to  cflSbr. — Out  c^office  they  were  inadequate 
to  the  performance  of  any  fervice  to  their 
country ;  but  in  office  they  mij^t  accomplifli 
faa»ething,  though  perhaps  not  fo  much  as 
they  wiihed ;  and  imdoubtedly  diey  ihoulct 
prevent  any  encreafe,  or  aggravadon  of  the 
public  difoontents^ — Thefe  motives  were  lau- 
dable.— Gradatm  was  Mr.  JP///'6  own  word 
in  a  former  day, — ^l%ey  mi'ght  reafon  juftly, 
that  in  the  prefent  unhappy  partiality  of  the 
JCing,    the   Conftitutional    exercife  of  the 
powers  of  Gowraraent  were  to  be  obtainedi 
hy  d^rees,    not  by    hazarding   a   violent 
iconvtrlfion  of  the  State  j  to  which  point  fome 
of  them  feared  Lor4   Templets  m^xibility 
tnigbtpoflibly  extend^ 

When 
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When  the  new  Minifters  entered  their  of-  ^  ha  p.| 
fices,  they  found  that  many  of  their  former 
fubalterns  were  either  dead,  fequeftered  in  re- 
tirement, or  allied  to  the  enemy  :  even  the 
firftj^ord  of  the  Treafury  was  at  a  lofs  for  a 
private  Secretary  of  competent  talents.  An 
accoinpliihed  C^mmis  is  an  ineftimable  cha- 
radfcer.  Mr^  Fifzherhrt^  of  Tiffington,  in 
DerbyflHre,  a  gentleman  of  unexampled  phi- 
lanthropy, and  moft  gentle  manners,  whofe 
ambition  was  benevolence,  a^d  whofe  happi- 
nefs  confifted  in  the  adminiftration  ofkind-r 
itiefs,  recommended  to  his  Lordihip  Mr.  £/• 
mund  Burke.  The  Britifli  dominions  did  not 
fumifli  a  more  able  and  fit  perfon  for  that 
confidential  important  fituation.  He  is  "  the 
only  man,  fince  the  age  of  Cicero,  who  ha? 
united  the  talents  of  fpeaking  and  writing, 
with  itrefiftible  force  and  elegance."  At  the 
fame  time,  his  coufin,  Mr.  tFilliam  Burke ^  of 
equal  diligence,  penetration  and  intpgrity, 
was  made  Secretary  to  General  Conway. 
There  was  no  private  intereft  courted  or  gra- 
tified by  thefe  appointments.  The  merit  of 
theperfpns  was  their  principal  recommenda- 
tion. 

Parliament 
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^xixT*  Parliament  met  on  the'feveriteenth  of  De-^ 
^•^J^jQy  cember,  in  order  to  iffue  writs  for  the  vacan-  . 
cies  which  had  been  made  l:^  the  change  of 
the  Miniftry,  and  then  adjourned  to  the  four^ 
'  1766.  teenthof  January  1766,  for  the  difpatch  of 
bufinefs.  On  this  day  the  bufirie/s  was  open- 
ed with  a  fpeech  from  the  throne.  On  the 
ufual  motion  for  an  addrefs,  the  friends  of  the 
new  Miniftry  fpoke  very  tenderly  of  the  dif- 
turbances  raifed  in  America,  in  oppofition  to 
the  Stamp  Adt,  terming  them  only  occurreti^ 
ces ;  which  gave  great  offence  to  the  friends 
of  the  late  Miniftry,.  by  whom  that  adt  had 
been  paffed. 

Mr.  Pitt's        *  Mr.  Pitt  "was  impatient  to  fpeak  on  this 
jainft  the    <  fubjcft :  therefore  he  rofe  in  the  early  part 

American  "^  .  .    t 

Stamp  A<a.  <  of  the  debate.  He  began  with  faying,  I 
^  came  to  town  but  to-day;  I  was  a  ftrahger 
^  to  the  tenor  of  hi§  Majefty^s  fpeech,  and  the 
^  propofed  addrefs,  till  I  heard  them  read  in 

*  this  Houfe.    Uncorine6ted  and  unconfulted, 

*  I  have  not  the  means  of  information ;  I  aiA 

*  fearful  of  offending  through'  miftake,  and 

*  therefore  beg  to  be  indulged  with  a  feconJl 

*  reading  of  the  propofed  addrefs.     The  ad- 
\  drefs  being  read,  Mr.  Pitt  went  on  :  He  - 

*  commended 
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*  commended  the  King's  fpeech,  approved  of  ^x/^^' 

*  the  addrefs  in'anfwer,  as  it  decided  nothing, 

*  every  gentleman  being  Ifeft  at  perfeft  liberty 

*  to  take  fuch  a  part  concerning  America,  as 

*  he  might  afterwards  fee  fit.     One  word 

*  only  he  could  not  approve  of,  an  early,  is  a 

*  word  that  does  not  belong  to  the  notice  the 

*  Miniftry  have  given  to  Parliament  to  the 

*  troubles  in  America.     In  a  matter  of  fuch 

*  importance,  the  communication  ought  to 

*  have  been  inunediate :   I  Ipeak  not  with 

*  refpeft  to  parties  ;  I  ftand  up  in  this  place 

*  fingle  and  uncjonneded.      As  to  the  late 

*  Miniftry   (turning  himfelf  to  Mr.  Qren^ 

*  vi/Ie,   who  fat  within  one  of  him)  every 

*  capital  meafure  they  have  taken,  has  been 

*  entirely  wrong ! 

*  As  to  the  prefent  gentlemen,  to  thofe  at 
'  leaft  whom  I  have  in  my  eye  (looking  at 

*  the  bench  where  Mr.  Conway  fat  with  the 

*  Lords  of  theTreafury),  I  have  no  objectionj 

*  I  have  never  been  made  a  facrifice  by  any  of 
'^  them.     Their  charadters  are  fair$  and  lam 

*  always  glad  when  men  of  fair  character  eh- 
'  gage  in  his  Majefty's  fervice.      Some  of 

*  them  have  done  me  the  honour  to  aik  my 

*  opinion 
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^xjux     '  opinion  before  they,  would  eiig;age.     Thef^ 

^^^'^X^  *  would  dOr  me  the  jufticc-to  own,  I  advifed 

^thew  to  engage  i   but  notwithftanding^ — J 

*  love  to  be  e^cplicit— ^I  cannot  give  them  my 

*  confidence ;  .pardQn  me,  geptlemen,  (bow^ 

*  ing  to  the  Miaiftry)  confideiace  h  a  plant 

*  of  flow.-grow;th  in  an  aged  boforo :  youth 

*  15  the  feafoB  of  pi^eduUty;.  by  cpmparing 

*  evCTts  with,  )Wch  otl}ier>  rcafoning  from 

*  .effe<a$  to  caufefi*jpaethinks  I  plainly  difcover 

*  the  traces  of  an  over-ruling;  influence. 

*  There  is  a  claufe  in  the  adt  of  fettlement 

*  to  oblige  every  Minifter  to  fign  his.  name 

*  to  the  advice  which  he  gives  his  Sovereign^ 

*  Would  it  were  obferved ! — I  have  had  the 

*  honour  to  ferve  the  Crown,  and  if  I  could 

*  have  fubmitted  to  influence,  I  might  have 
,  *  ftill  continued  to  ferve;  but  I  would  not  be 
y     *  refponfible  for  others. 1  have  no  locjal 

^  attachments ;  it  is  indifferent  to  me,  whe- 
^  ther  a  man  was  rocked  in  his  cradle  on  thi$ 

*  fide  or  that  fide  pf  the  Tweed.     I  fou^t 

*  for,  merit  wherever  it  was  to  be  found, 
'  It  is  my  boaft,  that  I  was  the  firft  Minifter 

*  who  looked  for  it,-  and  I  found  it  in  the 

*  moifljtains  of  the  North.     I  called  it  forth» 

/  and 
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*  and  drev^  it  into  your  fervice,  an  hardy  and    ^^x^^ 
'  intrepid  race  of  men  !  men,  who,  when  left 

*  by  your  jealoufy,  became  a  prey  to   the 

*  artifices  of  your  enemies,  and  had  gone  nigh 
^  to  have  overturned  the  ftate  in  the  war 
'  before  the  laft.  Thefe  men,  in  the  laft 
'  war,  were  brought  to  combat  on  your  fide  : 

*  they  ferved  with  fidelity,  as  they  fought 
'  with  valour,  and  conquered  for  you  in 
'  every  part  of  the  world:  detefl:ed  be  the 
^  national  reflexions  againft  them ! — they  are 
'  uhjuft,  -  groundlefs,   illiberal,   unmanly. — 

*  When  I  ceafed  to  ferve  his  Majefty  as  a 

*  miniiler,  it  was  not  the  country  of  the 
'  man  by  which  I  was  moved — but  the  man 
'  of  that  country  wanted  wifdotn^  •and  held 

*  principles  incompatible  with  freedom. 

*  It  is  a  long  time,  Mr.  Speaker,  fince  I 
'  have  attended  in  Parliament.     When  the 

*  refblution  was  taken  in  the  Houfe  to  tax 

*  America,  I  was  ill  in  bed.     If  I  could  have 

*  endured  to  have  been  carried  in  my  bed,  fb 
'  great  was  the  agitation  of  my  mind  for  the 

*  confequences,  I  would  have  folicited  fome 

*  kind  hand  to  have  laid  me  down  on  this 
'  floor,  to  have  borne  my  teftimony  agamft  it ! 

VOL,  II.  D  It 
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^xxtx^'    '  ^*  is  now  an  ad:  that  had  pafled— I  would 

^"^^^^^^  *  fpeak  witli  decency  of  every  a6t  of  this 

*  Houfc,  but  I  muft  beg  the  indulgence  of 
^  the  Houfe  to  fpeak  of  it  with  freedom. 

*  I  hope  a  day  may  be  foon  ajppointed  to 

*  confider  the  ftate  of  the  nation  with  refped: 

*  to  America — I  hope  gentlemen  will  come 

*  to  this  debate  with  all  the  temper  and  im- 

*  partiality  that  his  Majefty  recommends, 

*  and  the  importance  of  the  fubjed:  requires. 

*  A  fubjed  of  greater  importance  than  ever 

*  engaged  the  attention  of  this  Houfe !  that 

*  fubjed  only  excepted,  when,  near  a  cen- 
^  *  tury  ago,  it  was  the  queftion,  whether  you 

*  yourfelves  were  to  be  bound  or  free.     In 

*  the  mean  time,  as  I  cannot  depend  upon 

*  health  for  any  future  day,  fuch  is  the  na- 

*  ture  c^  my  infirmities,  I  will  beg  to  fay  a 

*  few  words  at  prefent,  leaving  the  juftice, 

*  the  equity,  the  policy,  the  expediency  of  the 

*  ad,   to  another  time-     I  will  only  fpeak 

*  to  one  point,  a  point  which  feems  not  to 

*  have  been  generally  underflood — I  mean  to 
.  *  the  right.     Some  gentlemen  (alluding  to 

*  Mr.  Nugent)  feem  to  have  confidered  it  as 

*  a  point  of  honour.     If  gentlemen  confider 

*  it 


OF  THE  EARL  OF  CHATHAM.  35 


*  it  iiixhat  light,  they  leave  all  meafures  of 

*  right  and  WTong,  to  follow  a  delufion  that 

*  may  lead  to  dellrudion.  .  It  is  my  opinion^ 
'  that  this  kingdom  has  no  right  to  lay  a  tax 

*  upon  the  ealonieSk     At  the  fame  time,  I 

*  aflert  the  authority  of  this; kingdom  over 
'  the  colonies,  to  be  fovereign  and.  fupreme,  in 

*  every circumftance  of  government  and.le-' 

*  giflation  whatfbever. ^  They  are  the  fub- 

'  jeds  of  this  kingdom,  equally  entitled  vi^ith 

*  yourfelves  to  all  the  natural  rights  of  man- 

*  kind  and  the  peculiar  privileges  of  Englifli  ^ 

*  men.      Equally  bound   by  its  laws,  and 

*  equally  participating  of  the  conftitution  of 

*  this  free  country*     The  Americans  are  the 

*  fons,  not  the  baftards  of  England*  Taxan* 
'  tion  is  no  part  of  the  governing  or  legifla- 

*  tive  power*— ^The  taxes  are   a  voluntary 

*  gift  and  grant  of  the  Commons  alone.  In 
'  legiflation  the  three  eftates  of  the  realm  are 
'  alike  concerned,  but  the  concurrence   of 

*  the  Peers  and  the  Crown  to  a  tax,  is  only 

*  neceflary  to  clofe  with  the  form  of  a  law. 
'  The   gift  and  grant  is   of  the  Commons 

*  alone.     In  ancient  days,  the  Crown,  the 

*  Barons,  and  the  Clergy,  poffefledthe  lands. 

*  In  thofe  days,  the  Barons  and  tlie  Clergy 

D  2  g- 
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'  o-ave  and' granted  to  the  Crown.  They 
'  gave  and  granted  what  was  their  own.  At 
^  prefent,  fincethe  difcovery  of  America,  and 

*  other  circumftances  permitting,  the  Com- 

*  mons  are  become  the  proprietors  of  the 

*  land:     The  Church  (God  blefsit)  has  but 

*  a  pittance.     The  property  of  the  Lords, 

*  compared  with  that  of  the  Commons,  is  as 

*  a  drop  of  water  in  the  ocean ;   and  this 

*  Houfe  reprefents  thofe  Commons,  the  pro- 
^  prietors  of  the  lands;  and  thofe  proprie- 

*  tors  virdially  reprefent  the  reft  of  the  in- 

*  habitants.     When,  therefore,  in  this  Houfe 

*  we  give   and'  grant,  we  give  and   grant 

*  what  is  our. own.  But  h\  an  American 
'.  tax,  what  do  wb  do?  We,  your  Majefty's 
^  Commons  for  Great  Britain  give  and  grant 
'  to  your  Majefty,  wiiat?    Our   own  pro- 

*  perty  ? — No.  We  give  and  grant  to  your 
'_  Majefty,  the  property  of  your  Majefty 's 
'  Commons  of  America. — It  is  an  abfurdity 

*  in  terms. 

'  The  diftin(3:ion  between  legiflation  and 
'  taxation  is  eflentially  neceflary  to  liber- 
'  ty.     The  Crown,  the  Peers,  are  equally 

*  legiflatiye 
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*  legiflative  powers  with  the  Commons.     If   ^xxix!** 

*  taxation  be  a  part  of  fimple  legiflation,  the  "^"^T^cT^ 

*  the  Crown,  the  Peers  have  rights  in  taxa- 

*  tion  as  well  as  yourfelves :  rights  which 

*  they  claim,  which  they  will  exercife,when- 

*  ever  the  principle  can   be  fupported   by 

*  power. 

*  There  is  an  idea  in  fome,  that  the  colo- 

*  nies  are  virtually  reprefented  in  the  Koufe, 

*  I  would  fain  know  by  whom  an  American 

*  is   reprefented  here  ?    Is    he   reprefented 
'  by   any   knight  of  the  fhire,  in  any  coun- 

*  ty  in   this  kingdom  ?    Would  to  God.  that 

*  refpedlable    reprejentation    was    augmented^ 

'  to  a  greater  number !    Or  will  you    tell    - 

*  him   that   he  is  reprefented   by   any  re- 
'  prefentative    of    a    borough — a   borough 

*  which  perhaps  no  man  ever  faw— This  is 

*  what    is    called  the    rotten   part   of  the 

*  cbnjiitution. It   cannot  continue  a  cen- 

<  xxixy — If  it    does    not   drop,   it   muft  be 

'  amputated. — The  idea  of  a  virtual  repre-^ 
'  fentation  of  America  in  this  Houfe, '  is  the 

*  moft  contemptible  idea  that  ever  entered 

<  into  the  head  of  ^  man — It  does  not  deferve 

<  a  ferious  refutation, 

^  The 
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'  The  Commons  of  America,  reprefented 
in  their  feveral  affemblies,  have  ever  been 
in  poffeffion  of  the  exercife  of  'this,  their 

*  conftitutional  right,  of  giving  and  grant-^ 

*  ing  their  own  money.     They  would  have 
'  *  been  flaves  if  they  had  not  enjoyed  it.     At 

*  the  fame  time,  this  kingdom,  as  *  the  fii- 
^  preme  governing  and  legiflative  power, 
'  has  always  bound  the  colonies  by  her  laws, 

*  by  her  regulations,  and  reftriftions  in  trade, 
?  in  navigation,  in  manufadlures — in  every 
^  thing,  except  that  of  taking  their  money 
f  out  of  their  pockets  without  their  confent. 

Here  I  would  draw  the  lin6, 

f '  ^a?n  ultra  citraque  neque  conjijtererecium.^ 

He  concluded  with  a  familiar  voice  and 
tone,  but  fo  low  that  it  was  not  eafy  to  dif- 
tinguifh  what  he  faid.  A  confiderable  paufe 
enfued  after  Mr.  Pitt  had  done  fpe^king, 

Mr.  Con-        Mr.  Cottway  at  length  got  up.     He  {aid, 

^^^'  f  He  had  been  waiting  to  fee  whether  any 

^  anfwer  would  be  given  to  what  had  been 

*  advanced  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
f  man,  referving  himfelf  for  the  reply :  but 

^  ^^ 


OF  THE  EARL  OF  CHATHAM.  39 


1766. 


*  as  none  had  been  given,  he  had  only  to  de-  ^^^^' 

*  clare,  that  his  own  fentiments  were  entire- 
'  ly  conformable  to  thofe  of  the  right  ho- 

*  nourable   gentleman — That    they   are   fb    ^ 

*  conformable,  he  faid,  is  a  circumftance  that 

*  afFedts  me  with  the  moft  fenfible  pleafure, 

*  and  does  me  the  greateft  honour.     But  two 

*  things  fell  from  that  Gentleman,  which 

*  give  me  pain,  as,  whatever  falls  from  that 

*  gentlfeman,    falls  from  fb   great  a  height 

*  as  to  make  a  deep  impreflion, — I  muft  en- 
'  deavour  to  remove  it. — It   was  objeded, 

*  that  the  notice  given  to  Parliament  of  the 
^  troubles  in  America  was  not  early.     I  can 

*  affure  the  Houfe,  the  firft  accounts  were 
'  too  vague  and  imperfeft  to  be  worth  the 

*  notice  of  Parliament.     It  is  only  of  late 

*  that  they  have  been  precife  and  full.     An 

*  over-ruling  influence  has  alfo  been  hinted 
<  at,  I  fee  nothing  of  it — I  feel  nothing  of 
«  it — I  difclaim  it  for  myfelf,  and  (as  far  as 

*  my  difcernment  can  reach),  for  all  the  reft 

*  of  his  Majefty's  minifters.* 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Conway,  Mr.  pitt. 

*  The  excufe  is  a  valid  one,  if  it  is  a  juft  one, 

p  4  »  *  That 


4d  ANECDOTES  AND  SPEECHES 

^xxix!*'  '  That muft  appear  from  the  papers  now  be- 
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Mr.Gren-  Mr.  GrenvUk  next  flood  up.  He  began 
with  cenfuring  the  miniftry  very  feverely, 
for  delaying  to  give  earlier  notice  to  Parlia- 
ment of  the  difturbances  in  America.  He 
faid,  '  They  began  in  July,  and  now  we  are 
'  in  the  middle  of  January ;  lately  they  were 

*  only  occurrences,  they  are  now  grown  to 

*  difturbances,  to  tumults  and  riots.  I  doubt 
'  they  border  on  open  rebellion  ;  and  if  the 
<  dodlrines  I  have  heard  this  day  be  confirmed, 
^  I  fear  they  will  lofe  that  name,  to  take  thatof 

*  revolution.  The  government  over  them  be- 
'  ing  diflblved,  a  revolution  will  take  place  in 

*  America.  I  cannot  underftand  the  difter- 
'  ence  between  external  and  internal  taxes, 
^  They  are  the  fame  in  effed:,  and  only  differ 
'  in  name.     That  this  kingdom  has  the  fove- 

*  reign,  the  fupreme  legiflative   power  over 

*  America,  is  granted.  It  cannot  be  denied  \ 
^  and  taxation  is  apart  of  that  fovereign  power, 
^  It  is  one  branch  of  the  leeiflation.  It  is,  it 
^  has  been  exercifed  over  thofe  who  are  not, 
^  who  were  never  rcprefented.  It  is  exercifed 
^  over  the  India  Company,  the  merchants  of 

*  London, 
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V London,  the  proprietors  of  the  ftocks^  and    chap. 

*  over  many  great  manufacturing  towns.     It  ^-^nn^ 
^  was  exercifed  over  the  palatine  of  Chefter, 

*  and  the  bifliopric  of  Durham,  before  they 

*  lent  any  reprefentatives  to  Parliament.     I 

*  appeal,  for  proof,  to  the  preambles  of  the 

*  afts  which  gave  them  reprefentatives  -,  the 
'  one  in  the  reign  oi  Henry  VIII .  the  other  in 

*  that  of  Charles  II . '  Mr.  Grenville  then  quot- 
ed the  adts,  and  defired  that  they  might  be 
read :  which  being  done,  he  faid :  ^  When  I 
^  propofed  to  tax  America,  I  afked  the  Houfe 
'  if  any  gentleman  would  object  to  the  right ; 
^  I  repeatedly  afked' it,  and  no  man  would  at- 

*  tempt  to*  deny  it.  Protedtion  and  obedi- 
'  dience  are  reciprocal.  Great  Britain  pro- 
'  tedts  America ;  America  is  bound  to  yield 

*  obedience.     If  not,  tell  me  where  the  Ame- 

*  ricans  are  emancipated?  When  they  want 
'the  prote<ftion  of  this  kingdom,  they  are 

*  always  very  ready  to  allc  it.     That  protec- 

*  tion  has  always  been  afforded  them  in  the 
'  moft  full  and  ample  manner.  The  nation 
'  has  run  itfelf  into  an  immenfe  debt  to  eive 

*  them  their  proteftion;  and  now.  they  are 
'  called  upon  to  contribute  a  fmali  (hare  to- 
'  wards  the  public  expence,an  expence  arifing 

*  from 
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^xxilcj    *  ^^om  themfelves ;  they  renounce  your  an- 
^^^^l!e^  *  thority,  infult  your  officers,  and  break  out, 

*  I  might  almoft  fay,  into  open   rebellion. 

*  The  feditious  fpirit  of  the  colonies  owes  its 

*  birth  to  the  factions  in  this  Houfe.     Gen- 

*  tlemen  are  carelefs  of  the  confequences  of 
'  what  they  fay,  provided  it  anfwers  the  pur- 

*  pofes   of  oppofition*     We  were  told   we 

*  trod  on  tender  ground ;  we  were  bid  to  ex- 
^  peft  difobedience.  What  was  this,  but  tell- 
^  ing  the  Americans  to  ftand  out  againft  the 

*  law,  to  encourage  their  obftinacy  with  the 

*  expectation  of  fupport  from  hence  ?  Let  us 

*  only  holdout  a  little,  tliey  would  fay,  our 

*  friends  will  foon  be  in  power.     Ungrateful 

*  people  of  America !  Bounties  have  been  ex- 

*  tended  to  them.    .When  I  had  the  honour 
,   *  of  ferving  the  crown,  while  you  yourfelves 

*  Were  loaded  with  an  enormous  debt,  you 

*  have  given  bounties  on  their  lumber,  on 
^  their  iron,  their  hemp,  and  many  other  ar- 

*  tides.     You  have  relaxed  in  their  favour, 

*  the  zdi  of  navigation,  that  palladium  of  the 

*  Britifh  commerce;   and  yet  I  have  been 

*  abufed  in  all  the  public  papers  as  an  enemy 

*  to  the  trade  of  America.     I  have  been  par 

^  ticularly  charged  with  giving  orders  and  in- 

•  ftruftions 
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• '  ftrudrions  to  prevent  the  Spanifli  trade,  and    ^xxix^' 
'  thereby  flopping  the   channel,;  by  which   ^*^"Y'^ 

*  alone  North  America  ufed  to  be  fupplied 
^  with  cafli  for  remittances  to  this   country. 

*  I  defy  any  man  to  produce  any  fuch  orders 

*  or  inftruiSions.     I  difcouraged  no  trade  but 

*  what  was  illicit,  what  was  prohibited  by  an 

*  ad:  of  Parliament.  I  dcfire  a  Weft  India 
^  merchant,  well  known  in  the  city  (Mr. 
'  Long  J  y  a  gentleman  of  charafter,  may  be 
^  examined.     He  will  tell  you,  that  I  offered 

*  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  advance 

*  the  trade  of  America^     I  was  above  giving 

*  an  anfwer  to  anonymous  calumnies ;  but  in 

*  this  place,  it  becomes  one  to  wipe  off  the 
^  afperfion/ 

Here  Mr.  Grenville  ceafed.  Several  Mem- 
bers got  up  to  fpeak,  but  Mr.  Pitt  feemingto 
rife,  the  Houfe  was  fo  clamorous  for  Mr, 
Pitt  J  Mr.  Pitt,  that  the  Speaker  was  obliged 
to  call  to  order. 

After  obtaining  a  little  quiet,  he  faid,  Mr.   Mr.  pitt. 
Pitt  was  up ;  who  began  with  informing 
the  Houfe,    ^  That  he  did  not  mean  to  have 
^  gone  any  further  upon  the  fubje^ft  that  day ; 

^  that 
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^xxi/'    *  that  he  had  only  defigned  to  have  thrown 
^'^^^Q^  '  out  a  few  hints,  which  gentlemen,  who 

*  were  fo  confident  of  the  right  of  this  king- 
'  dom  to  fend  taxes  to  America,  .might  con- 

*  fider;  might  perhaps  refledl,  in  a  cooler 
«  moment,  that  the  right  was  at  leaft  equi- 
'vocal.  But  fince  the  gentleman,  who 
<  fpoke  laft,  had  not  flopped  on  that  ground, 

*  but  had  gone  into  the  whole,  into  the  juf- 

*  tice,  the  equity,  the  poUcy,  the  expediency 

*  of  the  ftamp  ad,  as. well  as  into  the  right, 
'  he  would  follow  him  through  the  whole 

*  field,  and  combat  his  arguments  on  every 

*  point/ 

Ld.strange  He  was  going  ou,  when  Lord  Strange  got 
up,  and  called  both  gentlemen,  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Grenvi/k,  to  order.  He  faid,  They  had 
'  both  departed  from  the  matter  before  the 

*  Houfe,  which  was  the  King's  fpeech;  and 
'  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  going  to  fpeak  twice  in 

-      '  the  fame  debate,   although  the  Houfe  was 

*  not  in  a  committee. 

-Mr.  On.  Mn    George  On/low  (now  Lord  On/low) 

anfwered,  *  That  they  were  both  in  order, 
*^  as  nothing  had  been  faid,  but  what  was 

•  *  fairly 
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*  fairly  dcducible  from  the  King's  fpeech ;    ^xxix!*" 

*  and    appealed   to    the   Speaker."      The   ^"7J|^^ 
Speaker  decided  in  Mr.  Onflow's  favour. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  *  I  do  not  apprehend  I  am  ^^'  ^'"^ 

*  Ipeaking  twice :  I  did  exprefsly  referve  a 

*  part  of  my  fubjedt,  in  order  to  fave  the 

*  time  of  this  Houfe,  but  I  am  compelled  to 

*  proceed  in  it,'   I  do  not  fpeak  twice;  I  only 

*  finiih  what  I   defignedly  left   imperfect. 

*  But  if  the  Houfe  is  of  a  different  opinion, 

*  far  be  it  from  me  to  indulge  a  wifli  of 

*  tranfgreffion  againft  order.  '  I  am  content, 
'  if  it  be  your  pleafure,  to  be  filent.' — 
Here  he  paufed-^Thc  Houfe  refounding 
with  Go  on,  go  on  :  he  proceeded : 

*  Gentlemen,  Sir  (to  the  Speaker),  I  have 

*  been  charged  with  giving  birth  to  fcdition 

*  in   America.      They   have    fpoken    their 

*  fentiments  with  freedom  againft  this  un- 
^  happy  ad:,  and  that  freedom  has  become 
'  their  crime.     Sorry  I  am  to  hear  the  Hber- 

*  ty   of  fpeech  in  this  Houfe  imputed  as  a 

*  crime.     But  the  imputation  (hall  not  dif- 

*  courage  me.   It  is  a  liberty  I  mean  to  exer- 

*  cife.     No  gentleman  ought  to  be  afraid  to 

*  exercifc 
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^xxix^'    '  exefcife  it.     It  is  a  liberty  by  which  the 
^■'^^^r^  *"  gentleman  who  calumniates  it  might  have 

*  profited.     He  ought  to  have  defifted  from 

*  his     projedt.      The    gentleman    tell    us^ 

*  America  is  obftinate ;  America  is  almoft  in 

*  open  rebellion.    I  rejoice  that  America  has 

*  refifted.     Three  millions  of  people  fo  dead 
^  to  all  the  feelings  of  liberty,  as  voluntarily 

*  to  fubmit  to  be  flaves,  would  have  been 
'  fit  inftruments  to  make  flaves  of  the  reft. 

*  I  come  not  here  armed  at  all  points,  with 

*  law  cafes  and  adts  of  Parliament,    with 

*  the  ftatute-book  doubled  dowti  in  dog's- 

*  ears,  to  defend  the  caufe  of  liberty :  if  I 

*  had,  I  myfclf  would  have  cited  the  two 

*  cafes  of  Chefter  and  Durham.     I  would 

*  have    cited  them,  to  have    fhewn    that, 

*  even  under  any  arbitrary  reigns,   Parlia- 

*  ments  were  afhamed  of  taxing  a  people 
•    *  without  their  confent,  and  allowed  them 

*  reprefcntatives.     Why  did  the  gentleman 

*  confine  himfelf  to  Chefter  and  Durham ; 

*  he  might  have  taken  a  higher  example   in 

*  Wales ;   Wales  that  never  was  taxed  by 

*  Parliament  till   it  was    incorporated.      I 

*  would  not  debate  a  particular  point  of  law 

*  with  the  gentleman ;  I  know  his  abilities. 

*  I  have 
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*  I  have  been  obliged  to  his  •  diligent  re-    ^^1^^^- 

*  fcarches.     But,  for  the  defence  of  liberty, 

*  upon  a  general  principle,-  upon  a  conftitu-* 

*  tional  principle,  it  is  a  ground  on  which  I 

*  ftand  firm ;   on  which  I  dare   meet  any 

*  man.  The  gentleman  tells  us  of  many 
^  who  are  taxed,  and  are  not  reprefented. 
^  — The  India  Company,  merchants,  ftock- 

*  holders,  mariufafturers.     Surely  many  of 

*  thefe  are  reprefented  on  other  capacities, 
/  as   owners    of  land,    or   as    freemen    of 

*  boroughs.      It  is  a  misfortune  that  more 

*  are  not  equally  reprefented.     But  they  are 

*  all  inhabitants,  and  as  fuch,^  are  they  not 

*  vii'tually  reprefented  ?  Many  have  it  in  their 
^  option  to  be  aftually  reprefented.  They 
'  have  connexions  with  thofe  that  eledt,  and 

*  they  have  influence  over  them.  The 
^  gentleman  mentioned  the    ftock-holders : 

*  I  hope  he  does  not  reckon  the  debts  of  the 

*  nation  as  a  part  of"  the  national  eftate. 
^  Since  the  acceflion  of  King  fFi/h'am,  many 

*  minifters,   fome  of  great,  others  of  more 

*  moderate  abilities,  havQ  taken  the  lead  of 

*  government.' 
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^xxix^'  He  then  went  through  the  lift  of  them, 
bringing  it  down  till  he  came  to  himfelf, 
giving  a  fhort  fketch  of  the  charaders  of 
each  of  them.     *  None  of  thefe  (he  faid), 

*  thought,  or  ever  dreamed,  of  robbing  the 

*  colonies     of  ^  their    conftitutional    rights. 

*  That  was  referved  to  mark  the  aera  of  the 

*  late  adminiftration:  Not  that  there  were 

*  wanting  fome,  when  I  had  the  honour  to 

*  ferve  his  Majefty,  to pmpofe  to raeto  bum 

*  my  fingers  with  an  American  ftamp   zA. ' 

*  With  the  enemy  at  their  back,  with  our 

*  bayonets   at  their  breafts,  in  the  day  of 

*  their  ^  diftrefs,     perhaps    the     Americans 

*  would  have  fubmitted  to  the  iijipofition ; 

*  but  it  would  have  been  taking  an  ungener- 

*  ous  and   unjuft  advantage.     The  gentle- 

*  man  boafts  of  his  bounties  to  ,  America  ! 

*  Are  not  thofe  bounties  intended  finally  for 

*  the  benefit  of  this  kingdom?  If  they  are 
^  not,  he  has  mifapplied  the  national  trear 
^  fures.      I  am  no  courtier  of  America — I 

*  ftand  up  for  this  kingdom.  I  maintain^ 
*.that  th^  Parliament  has  a, right  to  bind,   to 

*  reilrain  America.  Our  legillative  power 
^  over  the  colonies  is  fovereign  andfupremc. 

*  When  it  ceafes  to  be  fovereign  and  fupreme, . 

*  I  would  advife  every  gentleman  to  fell  his 

*  lands. 
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*^  lands,   if  he  can,  and  embark  for  tb^lt   ^^l^- 

*  country.     When  two  coijntrics  arc  con^ 

*  pe<aed   together,   like  England    arid  her 

*  colonies,  without  being  incorporated,  the 

*  one  muft  neceflarily  govern ;  the  greater 
^  muft  rule  the  lefs }  but  fo  rule  it,  as  tiof, 
« to  contradift  the,  fundamental  principle^ 
« that  are  compion  to  bpfh, 

^  If  the  .gentleman  does  not  underftand 

*  the  difference  between  external  and  inter- 

*  nal  taxes,  I  cannot  help  it;  but  there  is  ia 
^  plain  diftin<aion  between  taxes  levied  for 
^  the  purppfes  of  raifing  a  revenue,  and 
^  duties  impplcd  for  the  regulation  of  trade, 
«  fpr  the  accommodation  of  the  fubjeft;  aLt 
^  though,  in  the  cpnfequeuces,  fome   reve- 

*  mie  might  incidentally  arife  from  the; 
« latter, 

'  The  gentletoau  alks>  when  were  -th^ 

*  colonies   emancipated?    But  I    deifire    to 

*  k^now,    when  they  were    made    flaves  ? 

*  But  I  dwell  not  upon  words.    When  -I 

*  had  the  honour  of  ierving  Ihs  Majefty,  I 
f  availed  jnyfelf  of  the  means  of  informaj- 

*  tion,  which  I  derived  from^my  officer  t 

YOU  11.  «  'ipeak, 
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^At/*  *  fpeak,.  therefore  frbrti  knowledge.  My 
^^"^Jl^^  *  materials  were  good,  I  was  at  pains  tocol- 
'  le<a,  to  digeft;j  to  confider  them ;  and  I 
■«  will  be  bold  to  affirm,  that  the.  profits  to 
^  Gf eat  Britain  from  the  trade  of  the  colo- 
'^  nies,  thr9Ugh  all  its  branches*,  i^  two  riiil- 

*  lions  a  year.    This  is  thefuiid  that  carrie3 

*  you  triumphantly  thtough'  the  laft  war. 
/  The  eftates  that  vy ere  rented  at  two  thou- 

*  fand  pounds  a  year,  threefcor-e  years  ago, 

*  are  at  three  thoufand  pounds  at  prefent. 

*  Thofe  eftates  fold  then  ffom  fifteen  to 
^  eighteen  years  pnrchafe ;    the  fame  may 

*  now  be  fold  for  thirty.  '  You  owe  this  to 

*  America.     Thia  is  the  price  America  pays 
.  **  for  her  protedlionl     Ajtid  (hall  amiferable 

^  finaneief  come'With  a*boaft>  that  he  can 

*  fetch  at  pepj^r-ltbm  in^^thd  Exchequer,  to 

*  the  lofs  of  milhons  to  the  nation  !  I  dare 

*  not  fay,  how  much  higher  thefe  profits 
'  may  be  augfnented.  .Omitting  the  im- 
•'  mefife  increafe' of  people  by  natural  popu- 
*^lati6h,  lii  the  hofthern  colonies,  and  the 

2*  emigration' from  every  part  of  Europe^  I  am 
^  convinced  the  cAmmercial  fyftdm-df  Ame«- 
^  ilea  may  be  altered  to  advantagei/lTou  have 
•^  prohibited  whfefe  3K>u  ought  tb-have  encbu- 
'^^-•y^  '  '^  .*  rage 
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*  raged  and  encouraged  where  you  ought  to    ^^f^''- 
'  have  prohibited.     Improper  reftraints  have 

*  been  laid  on  the  continent,  in  favour  of  the 
"^.  iflands.      You   have   but   two  nations  to 

*  trade  with  in  Amerjlca.     Would  you  had 

*  twenty  !  I^et  aAs  of  parliameht  in  confe-^ 

*  quench  of  treaties  remain,  but  let  not  an 
'  Englifh  minifter  become  a  cuftom-houfe 

*  officer  for  Spain,  or  for  aiiy  foreign  power. 

*  Much  is  wrong,  much  may  be  amended 
»  for  the  general  good  of  the  whole* 

^  Does  the  gentleman  cojcnplain  he  has 
•^  i^en  mifreprefented  in  the  public  prints  ? 
'  It  it  1  common  misfortune.  In  the  Spanifh 
«  affair  of  laft  war,  I  was  abufed  in  all  the 
'  news-papers,  for  having  advifed  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  to  violate  the  law  of  nations  with* 

*  regard  to  Spain.     The  abufe  was  induftri- 

*  oufly   circulated   even  in  hand-bills.      If 

*  adminiftration  did  not  propagate  the  abufe, 
'  adminijiration  never  contradiBed  it.     I  will 

*  not  fay  what  advice  I  did  give  to  the  King. 

*  My  advice  is  in  writing,  figned  by  myfelf, 
'in  the  poffeffion  of  the '  crown.      But  I 

*  will  fay,  what  advice  I  did  not  give  to  the 

£  a  *  King : 
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^  As   to  the  report  of   the  gentleman^s 

*  preveating  in  fome  way  the  trad,e  for  bul- 

*  lion  with  the  Spaniards,  it  was  fpoken  of 

*  fo  confidently,   that  I  own,  I  am  one  of 

*  thofe  who  did  believe  it  to  be  taie. 

^  The  gentleman .  muft  not  wonder   he 

*  was  not  contradidled,  when,  as  the  Mini- 
'  fter,  he  aflerts  the  right  of  Parliament  to 
^  tax  America.     I  know  not  how  it  is>^but 

*  there  is  a  mpdefty  in  this  Hou/e,,  \vhich 
'  does  not  chufe  to  contradid:  a  mimfter.     I 

*  wifh  gentlemen  would  get  the  better  of  this 

*  tnodefty.     Evei>  that  chair,  Sir,  fbmetimes 

*  looks  towards  St.  James's.     If  they  do  not, 

*  perhaps,  the  colleftive  body  may  begin  to 

*  abate  of  its  refped:  for  the  reprefentative. 

*  Lord  Bacon  had  told  me,  that  a  great  quef- 

*  tion  would  not  fail  of  being  agitated  at  one 
'  time   or  another.    I  was  willing  to  agitate 

*  that  at  the  proper  feafon ;  the  German  war, 

*  my  German  war,  they  called  it*  Every  fef- 
^  fions  I  called  out,  has  any  body  any  objec* 

*  tions 
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*  tionstotheGcrmanJwar?     NoBodywofild    ^xxix^ 

*  objed  to  it,  one  gentleman  only  excepted,   "^"^^Q^ 

*  fince   removed  to   the   Upper  Houfe,  by 

*  fucceffioT>  to  an  ancient  barony,   meaning* 

*  Lord   Le  DeJ^enceri  formerly  Sir  Framis 

*  Dd/hwood :  be  told  me,  "  be  did  not  like  a 

*  German  war/     I  honoured  the  man  for  it, 

*  and  was  forry  when  he  was  turned  out  of 

*  his  poft. 


*  A  great  deal  has  been  faid  without  door^, 
of  the  power,  of  the  flrength  of  America. 
It  is  a  topic  that  ought  to  be  cautioufly 
meddled  with.  In  a  good  cattfe,  on  a 
found  bottom,  the  force  of  this  country  caa 
crufh  America  to  atoms.  I  know  the  va- 
lour of  your  troops-  I  know  the  fkill  of 
your  officers.  There  is  not  a  company  of 
foot  that  has  ferved  in  America,  out  of 
which  you  may  not  pick  a  man  of  fufficien|; 
knowledge  and  experience  to  make  a  gover- 
nor of  a  colony  there.  But  on  this  ground, 
on  the  Stamp  Aft,  when  fo  many  here  will 
think  it  a  crying  inj  ufiice,  I  am  one  who 
vyill  lift  up  my  hands  a^ainft  it, 
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^xxix'        *  ^^  ^^^^  *  caufc,  your  fucccfs  would  be 
'  hazardous.     America,  if  fhc  fell,  would  fall 

*  like .  the  ftrong  maa.  She  would  embrace 
^  the  pillars  of  the  ftate,  and  pull  down  the 

*  conftitution  along  with  her.  Is  this  your 
«  boafted  peace  ?  Not  to  (heath  the  fwpfd  in 
'^  its  fcabbard,  but  to  fheath  it  in  the, bowels 
^  of  your  countrymen  ?  Will  you  quarrel 
Cwith  yourfclves;  now  the  whole  Houfeof^ 

*  Bourbon  is   united    againft   you  ?    While 

*  France  difturbs  your  fifherics  in  Newfound- 
'  land,  embarrafles  your  flave  trade  to  Africa, 

*  and  with-holds  from  your  fubjedts  in  Cana- 

*  da,    their   property  ftipulated   by   treaty ; 

*  while  the  ranfom  for  the  Manillas  is  denied 

*  by  Spain,  and  its  gallant  Conqueroi^  bafely 
^  traduced  into  a  mean  plunderer,  a  gentle- 

*  man   (Colonel  Draper)   whofe  noble  and 

*  generous  fpirit  would  do  honour  to  the 
^  proudeft    grandee   of  the  country.     The 

*  Americans  have  not  afted  in   all   things 

*  with  prudence  and  temper*  The  Ame- 
'  ricans  have  been   wronged.     They  have 

*  been  driven  to  madnefs  by  injuftice*     WiH 

*  you  punifli  them  for  the  madnefs  you  have 
^  occafipned  ?  Rather  let  prudence  and  tem- 
per 
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'  per  come  firft  fFom  this  fide.     I  will  un-   c  h  a  f.., 

*         '         *  "'•  «*  XXIX 

dertake  for  America,  that  Ihc  will  follow   Vrrv 
'  the  example.     There  .arc  two  lines  in  a    -: 
'  ballad  of  Prior's,  of  a  man's  behaviour  to 
^  his  wife,  fo  applicable  to  you,  and  your 
^colonies,    that    I  cannot    help    repeating 

*  them : 

Be  to  ber faults  a  little  blind: 
Be  to  ber  virtues  very  kind. 

*  Upon  the  whole,  I  will  beg  leave  to  tell 

*  the  Houfe  what  is  really  my  opinion.     It 

*  is,  that  the  Stamp  A61  be  repealed  ahfolutely, 

*  totally,  and  immediately.  That  the  reafon 
'  for  the  repeal  be  afligned,  becaufe  it  was 

*  founded  on  an  erroneous  principle.     At 

*  the  fame  tiijie,  let  the  fover?ign  authority 

*  of  this  country  over  the  colonies  be  af- 

*  ferted  in  as  ftrong  terms  as  can  be  devifed, 

*  and  be  made  to  extend  to  every  point  of 
Megiflation  whatfoever.     That  we  may  bind 

*  their  trade,  confine  their  manufaSiures,  and 
'  exercife  every  power  whatfoever,  except 
^  that  of  taking  their  money  out  c^f  "fheiy 
^  pock?t  without  their  confent/ 

Pitt 
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xxixf'  In  fi*  tdurie  of  dus  debate,  Mir.  BufAe 
"•^■^^C^  rijade  his  ^Ik  fpeech  iii  ^kflkifrierit;  Mt. 
StSTMJ:  i*f^  compliriieiite^'liijri  upon*  it,  iff  tcWs^' 
•"•^      peculiarly  fluttering"  t6  a  young  man. 
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CHAP.    XXX, 

LORD  BUTE  RESOLVES  TO  CHANGE  THB 
MINISTRY  AGAIN* — DISRlfoARDS  THE 
DUKE    OF    BEDFORD — TRIES    TO   G?AII* 

IdRD     TEMPLE MEETING    AT     LORD 

EGLINTOUN's AMUSES  LORD  TEMPLE 

LORD  STRANGE's  ASSERTION LORD 

Rockingham's  Request — affaik^op' 
dunkirk — negocfation  with  mr^ 
vtltlks — proposition    for    the  go* 

veknment     of     canada^ disap*- 

proved  by  the  chancellor,  who 
advises    the    king    to    send    for 

MTT.  PITT, 

BEFORE  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  the  chak 

new  miniftry  having  flicwri  an  incliria-  s-^^yn*/ 
tion  to  reverfe^e  fyfteim  purfucd  by  their      *^^^' 

predeceflbrs  ;  Lord  Bute,  w^ho  had  li)een  the  . 

author  of  that  lyftem,  took  a  refolution  to  ^efoives  to 

•^  change  the 

remove  them.     He  was  no  longer  terrified  ^'^j^^^^ 

o  gain. 

by  the  threats  of  impeachment.     The  Duke 

of  Bedford  had  connived  fo  long,  his  Grace  the'^^of 

'  '  .  Bedford. 

could  not  now  bring  forward  his  menaced 
accufafion  upon  any  grotind  or  pretence  of 
public  priiiciple.     He  had  moreover  been 

recently 
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^x^^'   recently  ftigmatized  by  violent   marks   of 

^"^•J^Y^  popular   odium*.     His  Grace  was   not  at 

this  time,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Favourite, 

an  objed:  of  dread  or  refpedt. 

Tries  to        J-^ord  Bute's  attention,  at  this  period,  was 
Tempi^^^  diredkcd   to  another   nobleman.     Since  the 
reconcilation  between  Lord  Temple  and  his 
brother  Mr.  Grenville^  there  had  commenc- 
ed a  coolnefs  between  hiis  Lordfhip  and  Mr. 
Pitty  and  between  his  Lordfhip   and  Mr. 
^ames  Grenville.  They  imagined  from  feveral 
circumftances,  that  their  brother  had  fup- 
•    planted  them  in  his  Lordftiip's  favour  and 
.  confidence.     To  diffolve  all  great  connexions 
had  been  Lord  Bute's  favourite  maxim,  from 
the  moment  of  his  acceflion  to  power.   No- 
V.  thing,  therefore,  could  be  more  favourable 

to  his  project  than  this  family  divifion.  He 
refolved  to  feize  the  opportunity  which  this 
circumftance  feemed  to  oiSfer.  According- 
ly, a  few  ^ays  aftpr  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment, when  Mr.  Pttt  had  given  the  deci- 
fion  for  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  A6t,  by  the 

*  By  tbe  Spitalfield  weavers,  whq  had  aflembled  in  mul- 
titudes before  his  houfe.  Several  partizans  of  Lord  fiute 
were  feen  amongil  them. 

proceeding, 
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f.  :Gecding  Ipeech  (Sec  Appendix  T.)  which    ^xxxf" 
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Mi.  GrenviUe  had  oppofed,   he  folicitcd  an.  ^"^^^O^^ 


interview  with'  Lord  Temple  and  Mr,  Gren^. 
viHe,   for  the  purpofe  of  forming  a  new  ad-t 
miniftration.     His   firft   application   was  ta  ?*f*^i°P* 
Lord  Eglintoun,   between  whom  and  Lord  '°****'*- 
Temple  there  fubfifted  a  very, warm  friend:? 
ijiip.     Lord  Eglintaun  opened  his  commif- 
fion  to   Lord   Temple   at  Lord   Coventry's,  . 
where  they  dined  on  the  firft  Sunday  after. 
the  meeting  of  parUament.     The  converfa-*    . 
tion  began  upon   the  aiFairs   of  America, 
in  which  the  three  Lords  agreed  in  opinion, 
that  a  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Ad:  would  be  a 
furrender  of  the  authority  of  the  Britifh  le- 
giflature  over  the  colonies.      Lord  Eglintoun 
finding  that  Lord  Temple  was  of  their  opi- 
nion,   faici  to  his  Lordfliip,  "  Let  us  talk  no 
more  upon  that  fubjedt  here,  but  let  us  go 
to  your   brother. — Has  your  Lordfliip  re- 
ceived no  n\eflag€  from  him  ?'*  Lord  Temple 
faid,  he  had  not :  and  in  a  few  minutes  after 
they  went  to  Mr.  Grenmlle*s.     This  matter 
had  been  more   explicitly   opened  to   Mr. 
GrenvUle^  by  Mr.  Cadogan,  now  LorJ,CaJ(H 
gan,  and  Mr:  Gfenville  had  requefted  Lord 
Suffolk   to  acquaint   the   Duke  of  .Bedford 

with 
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^xxx.^'  with  it.  Upon  feeing  his  brother,  he  in- 
V^;|^^  ftjmtly  toM  him,  without  being  aikcd  a 
queftion,  that  an  opening  had  been  made  to 
hifn  of  an  accommodation  with  Lord  Bute, 
an^  that  he  wanted  to  confult  his  Lordfhip 
uppn  making  the  Duke  of  Bedford  a  party 
to  the  affair/'  l^ord  Temple  replied,  «*  that 
he  might  do  as  he  pieafed;  but  that  he, 
hin^felf,  would  have  no  concern  in  the 
mattter/' 

.  Another  channel,  to  Lord  Temple  was  then 
purfued.  This  was  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Hamilton, 
who  was  in  tJie  moft  confidential  intimacy 
with  his  Lordlhip,  and  who,  from  the  time  of 
die  feparation  of  Mr.  James  Grenville,  was 
intended  to  be  his  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, if  ever  he  accepted  of  the  Trcafury^ 
But  Mr.  Hamiltm,  knowing  his  Lordihip's 
temper  and  refolution^  with  rcfpe<3:  to  Lord 
Bute,  did  not  warmly  recpoimend  the  pro- 


Next  day  (Monday)  Lord  Eglintoun  went 
(o  Mr.  Grenville's,  to  defire  him  to  pjeet  Lord 
Bute  at  his  houfe;  but  Mr.  GrSnville  was 
gone  tp   the   Houle  of  Commons;    upon 

which 


W  THE  £ARL.  OP  ^IIATHAM.  ^i 

which  Lord  Eglintoun  went  there  to  him ;  ^x^x.^- 
but  meeting  with  Mr.  Stuart  Mackenzie^  he  ^^'^^j^ 
incautioufly  told  him  of  the  inteaded  meet- 
ings and  that  gentleman  immediately  in- 
formed Lord  UoUandj  who  feeing  Lord  Bute 
^  few  moments  after,  told  his  Lordfhip, 
**  That  he  was  going  to  do  a  very  foolifli 
thing  J  but  as  he  had  gone  fo  far  he  muft 
notftpp;  but  give. them  the  meeting,  hear 
what  they  had  to  propofe,  and  then  leave 
them/' 

Lord  temple  called  upon  his  brother  jufl 
as  he  had  returned  from  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons.    In  a  minute  or  two  afterwards.  Lord 
Eglintoun  came  in;  and  being   rejoiced  to 
fee  his  Lordfhip,  begged  he  would  ftay  there 
ten  minutes,   while  he  went  home.     Lord 
Temple  iaid^  he  could  not  ftop  fo  long ;  that 
that  he  was  going ,  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
upon  particular  bufinefs,  and  it  was  growing 
late.     Lord  Eglintoun  then  defired  he  would 
ftay  only  five  minutes.     This  was  refufed  : 
laftly,  he  requefted  only  three  minutes  ;  and 
this  was  refufed  alfo.     But  in  the  exjpoftu- 
lation  it  came  out,  that  it  was  to  meet  Lord 
Bute,  whcon;  Lord  Eglintoun  fuppofed  was, 

by 
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XXX  ^7  ^^is  time,  waiting  at  his  own  houfe,  and 
"^Q^  he  wifhed  to  fetch  hihi.  At  length,  pref- 
iing  the  mattervery  earneftly.  Lord  temple 
anfwered  warfnly.  By  G-^d  I  will  not  ^- — that 
Was  his  expreflion,  and  immediately  ftepped 
into  his  carriao;e.       ' 

.The  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Mt.  Grenville 
met  Lord  Bute  at  Lord  Eglmtoun*s.  The 
conference  Was  very  fhort :  Lord  Bute  fol- 
lowed Lord  Holland's  advice — he  heard  them 
— and  then  left  them.  He  afterwards  faid 
to  Lord  Eglintoun,  that  he  did  not  meet 
the  perfon  he  wanted  to  meet  (Lord  Temple), 
but  the  perfon  he  did  not  want  to  meet  (the 
Duke  o£  Bedford).  Some  time  afterwards, 
^  Mr,  Pitt  mentioned  this  meeting  in  the 
Houfeof  Cofnmons.  Mr.  Grenville  did  not 
deny  it ;  but  faid,  **  That  the  finglepropo- 
fit  lull  made,  or  point  fpoken  ofj  was  relative 
to  the  beft  means  of  preventing  the  intend- 
ed repeal  of  the  Stamp  A^.  No  other  fub- 
jetft  was  mentioned. '^ 


Amufes  Notwithftandinjj  the  ill  fuccefs  of  this 
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project,   Lord  Bute  found  means,   through 
one  of  t^ie  Princefs's  confidants?  -  to   amufe 

Lord 
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Lord  Tempk  with  aflurances>  that  a  Gaf^te^  ^ xxx^* 
ilancAe  wo\Ad,  in  a  very  little  time,'  be  of- 
fered to  him  :  arid  this  Ui^oeuvre  was  ma- 
naged, fo  welly  he*  was  compliMely  duped  by 
it :  he  believed  the  affuranees  for  Ibme  time. 
Theidefign  was  to  engage  him  warmly  in 
the  oppofition  to  the  repeal  qF  the  Stamp 
Ad;  and  he  fell  into  the  (hare.  Having 
imphcitly  adopted  the  i^merican  politics  of 
his  brother,  the  American  politics  of  the 
Court  became  an  eafy,  arid  almoft  a  natural 
gradation.  * 

fl 
During  the  progrefs  of  the  bill  for  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp  Aft,  it  was  ftrongly  in- 
finuated  in  ptirliament,  that  the  bill  was  very 
far  from  being  agreeable  to  the  King ;  upon 
which   Lord  Rockingham   aflerted,    that  his 
Majefty's  approbation   of  the   meaftire  was 
clear   and   unequivocal.      Next   day,   Lord   aiimion!** 
Strange  maintained   the  contrary — that  his 
Majefty  highly,  difappro ved  of  the  bill .    Lord  l^^f^?^' 
Rockingham  was   greatly   furprifed  by  this   "<i"**^    , 
explicit  declaration  from  Lord  Strange ;  arid 
at  his  next  audience   of  the   King,  he  re- 
quefled  the  honour  of  his  Majefty 's' opinion 
ill  writing;  which  the  King  reftife4  to  give. 

This 


^xxx''  T^his  dirGumftancewas  an  indif|Jutable  pfoof, 
^^"^y^  that  notwithftinding  the  late  ijegotiatipn  hid 
aot  fucceoded, .yet  his  Majeijky'fldlL with- 
held his  cotifideace  from  his  prefent  fervants^ 
Another  change  of  minifters  was  dcaibtlefs 
in  contemplation ;  although  no  frefh  appli- 
cations for  that  purpofc  were  yet  made. 

However  unfortunate  thefe  minifters 
might  be  in  the  clofet,  yet  they  rendered 
great  and  important  fervices  to  the  country. 
Their  proceedings  and  cohdudl  are  well 
known ;  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  public 
accounts  of  the  time  :  but  there  is  one  mea- 
fure  of  that  adminiftration  which  has  been, 
very  imperfcftly  ftated.  It  is  concerning 
Dunkirk* 

^ukirki  Yhis  point,  of  frequent  and  anxious  dif- 
cuffion,  feems  to  have  been  miftaken  by  the 
Britifh  minifters^  prior  and  fubfequent  to 
Lord  Rockingham*  From  the  peace  of 
Utrecht^  in  the  year  1713^  to  the  month  of 
September  ij6^y  all  our  demands  concern- 
ing the  demolition  of  Dunkirk  have  origi- 
nated in  a  wrong  principle.  We  have  in- 
cited upon   levelling  the    rainparts,   upon 
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fining  up  the  cunette,  &c-  Thefe  were  im-  .  ^f^Y 
material  points,  to  which  the  French  Court 
confented,  .  after  fome  afFcfted  hefitation. 
The  fortificatioiis  on  the  land  fide  are  of  no 
confequence  to  England*  It  was  the  har- 
bour alone  that  ought  to  have  engaged 
our  attention.  Lord  Rockingham  faw  this 
miflake;  in  his  adminiftration  only,  was 
the  demolition  of  the  harbour  ferioufly  at- 
tempted :  and  had  he  remained  a  little  longer 
in  office,  it  muft  have  been  accompliflied. 
His  demands  were  direfted  to  the  jettees 
which  proted:  the  channel  to  the  harbour, 
and  without  which  the  harbour  becomes 
totally  unfcrviceable-  Thefe  jettees  are  two 
piers,  which  prqted:  about  three  quarters  of 
a  mile  from  the  harbour  into  the  fea  i  and 
are  about  twelve  feet  high  from  low-water 
mark :  between  them  is  the  channel  into  the 
harbour.  His  Lordfliip  ordered  a  breach  to 
be  made  in  the  eaftern  jettee,  near  the  mid- 
dle, fufficicnt  to  admit  the  fea.  All  Dun- 
kirk was  inftantly  filled  with  alarm.  They 
faw  the  ruin  of  the  harbour  was  inevitable. 
A  few  tides  made  the  fad  clear.  The  fand 
was  driven  through  the  breach  with  fuch 
aftonifliing  velocity,  it  was  fully  mariifeft 
VOL.   II.  F  the 
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xxx.^'    ^^^  channel  rauft  be  entirely  choaked  in  a 
^"'^^^^Q^  few  days  more.   Had  this  breach  been  made 
larger,   which  was  intended ;  and  another 
made  lower  down  towards  the  fea,.  which 
was  alfo  intended,  the^  harbour  muft  have 
been    fo  eiFeiSlually  rendered  ufelefs,    that 
nothing  larger  than  a  row-boat,  or  a  pilot, 
could  have    got    into    it.      The,  French 
immediately   faw   the  ciFedt  of  this  fmall 
breach,  and  inftantly  put  a  ftop  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  workmen.     The  reader  is  to 
obferve,  that  in  all  the  ftipulations  our  Court 
has  made  with  France,  refpefting  Dunkirk, 
a  kind  of  childifh  delufion  has  conftantly 
been  admitted — this  was — the  French  were 
to  employ  their  own  people  to  execute  our 
demands,  and  we  were  to  fend  our  furvey- 
prs  to  examine  and  report  the  ftatc  of  their 
operation.     Our  furveyors  had  no  controul 
over  the  workmen;  and  if  the  French  Go- 
vernor, at  any  time,  choofe  to  put  a  ftop  to 
their  labour,  we  could  not  oblige  them  to 
rcfume  their  work.     The  furveyors  might 
return  to  England,  and,  upon  their  report, 
the  Britifh  AmbafTador  at  Paris  was  ufually 
inftrudled  to  remonftrate ;   which  common- 
ly produced  an  evafive  anfwer.     The  fur- 
•  .      veyqrs 
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veyors  have  been  fent  back,   and  the  fame    ^  ^  ^  ^* 
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farce  has  been  played  over  again.     In  this  ^"'T^ 
manner  have   the   negociations  concerning 
Dunkirk    been    continued,     dropped,    and 
revived,  from  the  year  171 3.      Asa  proof 
that    Lord    Rockingham  was   right   in  this 
matter,  we  need  only  obferve  the  conduit  ■ 
of  the  French,  in  this  particular,    fince  the 
treaty  of  1782,  by  which  was  furrendered 
all  claim  and  concern  refpedting  Dunkirk. 
Inflead  of  repairing  the  fortifications,  on  the 
demolition  of  which  we  formerly  fo  ftre- 
Huouflyinfifted,  or  opening  the  cunette,  or 
payiiig    any  .regard   whatever  to  the  land 
fide,  their  whole  attention  has  been  directed 
to  widening^   deepening^    and   enlarging    the 
harbour.    They  have  made  it  capacious,  fafe, 
and  convenient.     Thofe  who  think  Dunkirk     . 
a  place  of  no  danger  to  the  commerce  of 
London,  may  find  their  miftake  in  a  future 
day,    %^v  ,  ^ 

During  this  adminiftration,  Mr.  Wilkes 
returned  from  France  to  London ;  and  there 
was  fomc  communication  between  the  roini- 
^ti%  and  him.     The  following ;   Mr.   H. 
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Cotes' s  account  of  this  affair^     tranfcribed 
verbatim  from  his  own  nianufcript. 

« 

•*  Monday  the  i2Xh  of  May  1766,  Mr. 
Wilkes  arrived  in  town  from  France,  with 
Mr,  Mackleane  (formerly  in  partnerfhip 
with  Mr.  Stewart,  in  a  druggift's  ftore  at 
Philadelphia) .  He  w^as  very  intimate  with 
Mr.  Burie,  through  whofe  intereft  he  was 
made  Governor  of  the  Ifland  of  St.  Martin. 
Mr.  Wilkes  had  a  lodging  at  Mr.  Stewart's, 
in  HoUes-ftreet,  Cavendifh-fquare.  Mr. 
Cotes  did  not  know  of  his  coming  till  he 
faw  the  account  of  his  arrival  in  the  Even- 
ing Poft  of  Tuefday,  at  his  houfe  at  Byfleet. 
He  immediately  came  to  town,  when  he 
found  a  note  from  Mr.  Wilkes,  deiiring  to 
fee  him.  He  went  immediately ;  when  Mr. 
Wilkes  acquainted  him,  that  he  was  come 
to  demand  a  performance  of  the  repeated 
promifes  of  the  minifters ;  '  which  he  had 
in  writing,  viz.  to  give  him  a  general  par- 
don, five  thoufand  pounds  in  ca(h>  in  lieu 
of  what  he  might  receive  from  a  fine  from 
Lord  Halifax,  and  fifteen  pounds  per  annum f 
for  forty  years,  upon  Ireland.  He  faid,  he 
had  fecn  feveral  people  from  the  minifters^ 
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cxprefled  great  wrath  againft  Lord  Tempk    9^^^  i*. 
for  his  ftrong  oppofition  to  their  meafures ; 
that  he  had  told  them^  he  had  very  many 
and  lingular  obligations    to  Lord    Temple  i 
and  if  that  was  not  the  cafe,  he  had  fo  great 
a  regard  for  Lord  Temple's  public  and  pri- 
vate   virtues,    that  nothing  under  Heaven 
fhould   induce    him  to  do   any  thing  that 
Avould  give  that  noble  Lord  a  moments  un- 
eafinefs.     He  defired  me  to  communicate 
this  to  Lord  Temple j  and  to  afTure  him  of 
his  beft  refpe(fts  in  perfon,    but  as  he  was 
in  an  interefting  negociation  with  the  pre- 
fent  minifters,  he  hoped  his  Lordfhip  would 
excufe  him.     I  went  immediately  to  Lord 
Temple's  bed-fide,  and  related  the  above  to 
him.     He  feemed  extremely  fatisfied  with 
Mr.  Wilkes's  conduft,  and  v/ifhed  moft  hear- 
tily that  the  minifters  might  be  as  good  ak 
their  promifes.     He  defired  nie  to  convey 
his  kind  compliments  to  Mr.  Wilkes^   and 
to  aflure  him  of  his  friendfliip  and  approba-r 
tion  of  his  conduift  upon  the  prefent  oeca-r 
fion  :  at  the  fame  time,  he  told  me,  that  he 
was  very  certain  that  Lord  Rockmgham  had 
not    the    l^aft    intention    of  ferving  Mr. 
JVilkesj    and    feared    they    would    deceive 
him, 

F  3         ,  ^'  I  faw 
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^xxxf*       •*'  ^  ^^'^  ^^*  ^^^^^^  ^^x^  morningi  and 
^-;^  found  Mr.  5.  Luttrem  .with  him.  I  thought 
that  a  good  omen  for  Mr.  Wilkes,  as  I  knew 
Luttrell  to  be  a  friend  of  Lord  -B«/f ;  and  I 
knew,  without  that  dilator's  confent  or  ap-^ 
probation,  nothing  would  be   done  for  my 
poor  friend.     Hfowever,  I  found  afterwards,, 
that  Luttrell  only  c^n^e  upon  private  bufi-^ 
iiefs,     Mr.  Wilkes  was  extren>ely  \yell  fatis-. 
•  ^ed  with  Lord  'Temple's  anfwer  to  him,  but- 
feemed  to  think  he  fliould  fucceed  with  the 
minifters.     He  continued  in  the  iapie  fenti-. 
ments  all  that   week;  though  I  oftpn  told 
him,  fropa   the  b^ft  and  moft  authentic  in-r 
formation,  that  I  heard  they  never  had  fpoke 
to  the  King  about  him,  nor   dared  they  dp 
it.     I  went  out   of  town,  as  ufual,  on  Sa- 
turday, and  returned  on   Monday;  when  I 
found  my  friend  much   lowered  in  his  ex- 
pedlation;.  but  laid,  he  fliould  fee  Mr.  Fitz-- 
y:-'  herbert  next  dav,  and   hoped   things  would 

go  better.  The  next  day  he  told  me,  he 
had  got  into  a  damn' d  f crape ^  and  believed 
,  he  had  been  deceived,  and  th?it  my  infor- 
^nation  was  true,  viz.  that  the  minifliera 
did  not  intend  doing  any  thing  for  him  \ 
he  faid  Mr.  Fitzberbert  had  aiked  him,    \x\ 

t  Afterwards  JLord  Carhamfton* 

tlie 
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the  name  of  Lord  Rocking Aani,  for  a  carte^  ^x:^' 
blanche  J  to  leave  it  to  his  Lordfliip  to  do  as 
he  thought  proper.  To  which  Mr.  Wilkes 
anfwered,  that  he  knew  Mr.  Fitzberbert  to 
be  a  man  of  honour,  and  if  the  bufincfs  was 
to  paf&  between  them,  he  fhould  have  no 
fort  of  objedtion ;  but  wifhed  Mr.  Fitzber- 
bert  to  recolledl,  that  he  himfelf  had  told 
him  the  day  before,  tliat  Lord  Rockingham 
had  broke  his  word  with  him  ten  times,  and 
then  wifhed  Mr.  Fitzherbert  to  declare,  whe- 
ther he  would  truft  him  ? 

"  The  next  day  (Wednefday),  he  feemed 
to  have  fome  more  pleafing  hopes,  having 
feen  Mr.  Rofe  Fuller  ^^  Mr.  G.  Onflow y  the 
late  Speaker's  fon,  and  Sir  W.  Baker.  He 
then  told  me,  that  they  had  faid  the  King 
was  pofleiled  with  a  notion,  that  the  mini- 
fters  had  fent  for  him,  on  purpofe  to  em- 
barrafs  his  affairs,  and  that  it  would  take 

*  It  is  an  interefling  anecdote  of  this  gentleman,  tliat 
he  was  violent  in  oppofition  to  Teveral  miniflers ;  particular* 
ly  on  all  queftions  concerning  Britifh  liberty,  and  Ameri- 
can policy;  and  when  he  di^d,  in  the  year  \']T]9  it  was 
difcovered  he  had  received  a  penfion  from  the  Court  for 
many  years.  His  warmth,  and  apparent  zeal,  induced 
every  Oppofition  to  admit  him  into  (heir  confidence, 

tim? 
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^ xxjl'  •  *^^  ^^  difabufe  tlie  royal  ear.  I  immedi- 
''^^i^Q^  ately  made  enquiry  after  the  truth  of  this 
aflcrtion,  and  found  it  totally  void  of  truth, 
and  that  the  name  of  Wilkes  had  never  reach- 
ed the  royal  ear,^  by  any  of  his  minifters. 
Of  this  I  informed  him. 

**  I  found  this  day  (Friday)  that  they  had 
prefled  him  much  to  go  back  to  France,  but 
that  he  had  abfolutely  refufed  them  ;  and 
defired,  I  would  get  him  a  private  lodging 
in  Surrey,  near  the  Thames,  to  facilitate  his 
efcape,  in  cafe  of  neceflity.  I  went  next 
day  to  Mr.  Jonathan  "Tyerf^  who  very  gen- 
teely  offered  his  houfe  at  Dorking,  but  that 
was  thought  to  be  too  far  off.  I  went  to 
Byfleet  on  Saturday,  and  left  him  to  go  on 
Sunday  and  fee  a  houfe  Mr.  Tyers  had  pro- 
vided for  him.  I  offered  him  Byfleet ;  but 
he  objedted,  that  it.  would  be  too  public, 
and  that  it  would  be  declaring  againft  the 
prefent  minifters,  as  they  knew  my  enmity 
to  them,      ^ 

^'  On  my  return  on  Tuefday,  I  found  he 
had  given  over  all  hopes  of  fuccefs  from  the 
fninifters,  and  defircd  I  would  fee  Philips^ 

(his 
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(his  Solicitor),  and  Meflrs.  Glynn  and  Dun-- 
ningy  to  confult  what  was  proper  to  be  done, 
previous  to  his  furrender  on  the  Friday  fol- 
lowing (the  firft  day  of  Term),  as  he  was 
firmly  refolved  to  ftand  all  chances  \  and 
faid,  he  had  told  Meflrs.  Burke  and  Fitzber-^ 
bert,  that  he  hadtaken  that  refolution,  and 
that  if  they  wanted  to  fee  a  fteadier  man 
than  him,  they  muft  go  to  Corfica  to  find 
one. 

*^  I  appointed  Philips  to  meet  at  Mr. 
Wilkes  s  next  day,  in  the  evening,  and  we 
went  to  Serjeant  Glynn  s  houfc,  in  Bloomf- 
bury-fquare,  who  was  fo  obliging  as  to  ac- 
company us  to  Mr.  Wilkesy  and  flayed  there 
the  whole  evening.  Our  difcourfe  ran  upon 
the  means  to  be  taken,  either  to  appear  per- 
fonally,  or  by  attorney,  to  reverfe  the  out- 
lawry ;  but  as  the  Serjeant  had  not  confider- 
ed  of  the  matter,  the  confultation  was  de- 
ferred until  next  morning,  when  Mr.  T>un-^ 
ning  was  to  meet. 

"  I  found  Sir  W.  Baker  and  Mr.  Fitzher- 
kert  at  Mr.  Wilkes's  door,  next  morning, 
going  into  Sir  Williams  chariot ;    who  faid 

to 
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XXX  *^  ^^>  '*  That  he  was  going  upon  an  cm- 
^^1^^  bafly  for  my  friend  within  doors/'  I  found 
Meflrs.  Glynn  and  Dunning  in  the  dining 
room  with  Mr.  Wilkes  and  Philips^  and  a 
good  deal  of  difcourfe  upon  the  proceedings 
upon  writs  of  error,  &c,  pafled ;  but  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  defirous  to  fulpehd  any  refolu- 
tion  being  taken,  until  the  return  of  Sir 
W.  Baker  and  Mr.  Fitzberberty  which 
happened  in  about  two  hours  ;  when  after 
a  long  converfation  with  them,  and  Lord 
Rockingham's  Secretary,  Mr.  Burke,  who 
came  with  them,  Mr.  Wilkes  came  up  ftairs 
and  told  us,  that  as  he  could  not  reverfe  his 
outlawry,  either  by  error,  or  appearance, 
until  November  Term,  and  as  he  did  not 
chufe  to  furrender  and  lie  in  prifon  all  that 
time,  he  had  determined  to  go  abroad  again. 
He  told  me,  that  they  had  not  given  him 
any  money,*  nor  would  Lord  Rockingliam 
make  him  any  promife ;  and  that  he  had 
been  forced  to  borrow  one  hundred  pounds 
of  Mr-  Fitzherbert,  as  a  private  friend.  He 
had  received  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds 
before,  from  the  fubfcription  of  one  thou- 
fand  pounds  per  annum,  promifed  by  the 
miniftry,    of  Mr,  Fitzherberf :  which  made 

the 
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the  whole  received  of  thi?  boafted  affair,    ^^^V' 
fix  hundred  an4  thirty  pounds  for  the  ywr 
J 765,     Mr.  Wiljkes  f^d,;ji9  would  cert^iily 
come  in  Novemberj  and  take  his  chance* 

**  Sir  W.,  Baker  afked  Lord  Rockingham 
what  he.inteDde4  to  dp  for  Mr-  Wilkes  f 
Lord .  Rockingham    anfwered,    Mr.    Wilkes 
muft   truft  to  his  honour.     Sir  W.  Baker 
faid,  he  would  certainly  have  no  obje<ftion  to 
do  that,  but  thought  that.fbmething  fhould 
be  mentioned  of  his  intentions  5  that  if  his 
Lordfhip  would  give  his  honour  to  inter- 
cede with  the  King  for  his  pardon,  or  do 
any  thing  elfe  in  his  power  for  his  iervice, 
he  would  acquaint  Mn  Wilkes^   who  would 
be  fatisfied  with  refpe<5t  to  time,  &c.     But 
as  to  "trufting  to  his  Lordfhip's  honour  at 
large,  he  would  conftrue  that  as  a  negleft 
of  Mr.   Wilkes ',    and  flipuld  acquaint  him, 
that  he    had  nothing  to  expeft  from  his 
Lordfhip ;    and  that  he  fhould  look  upon 
this  as  a  flight  of  himfelf.      And  defired 
that  Mr.    Burke  mi^t    go  with    him   to 
Mr.  Wilkes  J  to  whom  he  delivered  the  a- 
bpye  meflf^^e.^' 

When 
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^xxx.^'        When  the  pe4ce  of  the  Ammcan  colo- 
^'^'T^Qy  nies  had   been  fettled,    the  miniftry    took 
onToV.the  into  confideration  the  ftate  ot  Canada ;  for 
meat  of     which  great  province  the  late  minifters  had 
provided  no  constitution.     This  defe6t  they 
conceived  it  neccflary  to  fupply.     And  for 
this  purpofe,  they  drew  the  outlines  of  a 
plan  of  government,    preparatory  to  a  bill. 
This  plan,  or  principal  features  of  one,  was 
fubmitted   to  the  Chancellor    {Lord   Nor-^ 
thingtonjy  who,  fb  far  from  approving  of  it, 
or   offering  to    correift  it,    condemned   the 
whole  meafur^  in  the  moft  violent  terms  of 
indignation  and  intemperance.     It  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  tfie  Chancellor  had  never  been 
cordially  their  friend ;  and  he  feemed  eagerly 
to  feize  this  opportunity  of  exprefling  his 
diflike.     His  manners  were  not  of  the.mofl 
gentle  kind,  nor  was  his  language  very  po- 
li/hed,  whenever  he  indulged  in  his  natural 
difpofition   of  reproach;    harfh  and  bitter'^ 
vulgar  and  brutal,  were  epithets  frequently 
applied  to  his  character  by  many  of  thofe 
whofe  intercourfe  with  him   gave  them  a 
knowledge  of  his  manners.     And,  jperhaps, 
upon  no  event  in  his  life,  they  were  more 
jullly  merited  than  the  prefcnt.     He  went 

to- 
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to  the  King,  and  complained  to  his  Majefty 
of  the  unfitnefs  of  his  fervants:  he  told  the 
King,  in  the  termsof  the^utmoft  plainnefs, 
that  the  prefent  minifters  could  not  go  on, 
and  that  his  Majefty  muft  fend  for  Mr. 
Pitt. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive,    from  the  oppo-  who  ad- 
fition  the  minifters  had  met  with,  as  well  KingtoT 
in  parliament  as  at  court,  that  ihis  advice   Mr.  pik. 
was  agreeably  received.     In  confequence  of 
it,  his  Majefty  commiffioned  the  Chancellor 
to  confer  with  Mr*  Pitt  on  the  fubjefl:  of 
a  new  arrangement  • 


AHECDOTEft  AN6  SPEICHES 


C  H  A  P.    XXXI. 

LORD  NORTHINGTON  OPENS  HIS  NEGO- 
CIATION  WITH  MR.  PITT — DUKE  OF 
GRAFTON  RESIGNS SEVERAL  PER- 
SONS   REFUSJi  PLACES AN  EIGHTEEN 

DAYS  JOURNAi^— MR.  PITT  SEES  THE 
KING-^LORD   TEMPLE  SENT  FOR,  AND 

GOES     TO    THE  XING CONFERRENCE 

BETWEEN  MR.  PITT  AND  LORD  TEM- 
PLE   AT   HAMP.STEAD THEY   DIFFER 

AND  SEPARATE — LORD  TEMPLE  HAS 
AN  AUDIENdE;OF  THE  KING — RE- 
TURNS TO  STOWE — MR.  PITT  CREAT- 
ED EARL  OF  CHATHAM HIS  EXTRA- 
ORDINARY GRANTS— MR. TOWNSHEND 
MANAGER  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  COM- 
MONS^— SEVERAL  PERSONS  REFUSE 
PLACES LORD  ROCKINGHAM  RE- 
FUSES   TO    SEE  LORD    CHATHAM MR. 

STUART      MACKENZIE       RESTORED 

LORD    CHATHAM    NOT   UNITED    WITH 

LORD    BUTE. 


CHAP.    T    ORD  NORTHINGTON  opened   his 

VWT  1       ^  ^      *" 

'^  negociation  with  Mr. .  Pitt,  through 


XXXI. 
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the  channels  of  thje  Duke  of  Grafton  and 
Mr.  Calcraft.  Mr.  Pitt  was  at  that  time 
at  his  new   eftate:  in   Somerfetfhire ;  from 

which 
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which  place  he  was  fent  for.     He  arrived  in    ^xx^' 
London  on  the  eleventh  of  July  j   and  the   ^""^^^Q^ 
fame  evening  he  had  a  conference  with  Lord 
Nortbington. 


The  Duke  of  Grafton  had  lately  rcfigned  Duke  of 
his  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  and  attached  refigM? 
himfelf  to  Mr.  Pitt :  this  attachment  he  had 
publicly  avowed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  *. 
When  it  was  indifputably  clear,  that  Lord 
Rockingham's  adminiftration  was  not  honour- 
ed   by   the    countenance    and  fupport    of 
Mr.  Pitty  not   only  the  Duke  of  Grafton^     . 
but  feveral   other    perfons    -f-  refufed     to 

contri- 

•  His"  Grace  faid  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  "  That  he 
had  no  objedlion  to  the  perfons,  or  to  the  meafurcs  of 
the  miniflers  he  had  recently  left;  but  that  he  thought 
they  wanted  ftrength  and  efficiency  to  carry  on  proper 
meafurcs  with  fuccefs;  and  that  he  knew  but  one  man 
who  could  give  them  that  ftrength  and  folidity  (meaning 
Afr.  Pin)  I  that  under  him,  he  fhould  be  willing  to 
ferve  in  any  capacity,,  not  only  as  a  General  Offictr, 
but  as  a  Pioneer,  and  would  take  up  a  Spade  and  z 
Mattock." 

t  Lord   Shelhumt  refufed  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  Col. 
Barre  Vice  Treafurer  of  Ireland. 

His  Lordfliip  refufed  alfo  the  Embaffy  to  Paris. 

Lord  North  refufed  the  ExcJicquer,^  alfo  Vice  Treafurer  of* 
Ireland. 

Lord 
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^xxxL*  contribute  their  affiftance ;  from  an  appre- 
henfion,  that  a  new  adminiftration  would 
in  a  fhort  tune  be  appointed,  of  which, 
each  man  flattered  himfelf  with  becoming 
a  part,  under  the  idea  of  forming  a  more 
comprehenfive  fyftem.  Nobody  doubted 
the  honour  and  integrity  of  Lord  Rocking- 
ham:  it  was  even  admitted,  that  his  ad- 
miniftration  had  been  regulated,  and  con- 
duced on  the  pureft.  principles  of  patriotifrn; 
yet  there  was  not  virtue  enough  in  thq  coun- 
try to  fupport  him. 

Thofe  who  aflert,  that  Lord  Bute  was 
not  confulted,  nor  gave  any  advice  upon 
this  occafion,  mufl  forget  all  the  preceding 
fads  fince  the  death  of  George  the  Second -, 
and  muft  deny  his  noAurnal  vifits,  at  this 
time,  to  the  King's  mother  at  Carlton 
Houfe  *.     Lord  Nortbington  did  not  indeed 

begin 

Lord  To-wn/hend  refiifed  to  go  to  Paris  or  Madrid. 

Lord  Egmont  refufed  the  Seals  refigned  by  the  Duke  of 
Grafton. 

Lord  ijard-wicke  refufed  them  likewife. 

Lord  Lyttelton  refufed  a  cabinet  fituation. 

•  Jn  eighteen  days  faithful  jovrnaU  ending  a  fenu  days  pre- 
^oious  to  the  mimfter^ s  Jhaking  hands  in  the  year  1766. 

Tuefdayy  June  24,  1 765.  from  Audley-ftreet,  the  Fa- 
#ourite  fet  out  about  one  o'clock,  in  a  poft-coach*and  four, 

for 


\ 
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feftgin  his  ncgociation  with  Mr;  Pttti  uiider   ^^^j^^* 
the  immediate  and    perfonal  dirc€tions  of  ^'^*7^C^ 

Lord 

for  Lord  Litchfield^ s  at  Hampton  Court,  aiidcam^  home  agaiii 
at  ten  at  night ;  went  out  direAly  after  in  a  chair  to  Mifs 
Vamfittar^it  miuid  of  honour  to  the  P.  D.  of  W.  in  Sackville- 
fireet;  fiaid  there  but  a  very  little  while,  and  then  went  to 
CarIton-houfe>  and  returned  home  abdut  twelve  oVlbck. 

Widnffiiay  25.  From  Aiidley-ftreet^  the  Favourite  fet  out  iii 
a  chair,  at  halfrpaft  fix  in  the  evening,  went  into  SackviUe^ 
ftreet,  as  before,  flaid  there  ti^  pail  ten,  then  went  to  Garl- 
tODKliQnfe)  and  returned  home  about  twelve. 

Tbur/dqjf  z6k  From  dittcb  the  Favourite  fet  dut  at  half  pail 
fix  in  the  evening  in  a  chair,  went  into  Saclcville-fireet  as 
before,  ftaid  there  till  ten,  then  went  to  Carlton-houfe,  and 
came  home  at  twelve. 

Fridwf  27.  At  feven  this  morning  the  Favourite  fet  out 
&ola  Audley-ftreet,  fbrhi^  feat  in  Bedibrdfiiire; 

Zunda;^  29^  The  Earl  returned  from  Bedfordihire  this  day 
to  dinner;  iet  out  as  before  at  a  quarter  paft  fix  for  SackviUe- 
fireet,  ^d  there  till  about  ten,  then  went  to  Corlton-houfei 
and  came  home  at  twelve^ 

Mond^fj^  30»  From  Audley-ftreet>  the  Favourite  fet  out  in  a 
chair  a  quarter  paft  fix»  went  into  Sackville-fireet,  &dd  there 
till  about  ten,  then  went  to  Carlton-houfe,  and  came  home 
as  ufual  at  twelve. 

TuefiUj,  July  u  Fr<|m  ditto;  at  half  paft  fix  in  a  chair  to 
Sackville-ftreet,  fiaid  thei^e  till  ten,  then  to  Carlton-houfei 
and  thence  home  at  twelve.. 

Wedne/day  2.  Prom  ditto*  ditto,  ditto,  and  dittp* 

^hMr/dojf^i^  At  fix  this  morning  the  Favourite  fet  out  from 
Attdley-ftreet  for  his  feat  in  fiedfordfliire. 

Saturditf  5,  The  Favourite  returned  to  Audley-fircet  from 
ditto  this  day  to  dinner ;  at  half  paft  fix  went  to  Sackville* 

^03L,  irf.  c  fccet. 
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^xxxi^'    Lord  ^ute,  but  Lord  J5«/e  /  influence  per-- 
>7Y^  vaded  throuj;h  a  higher  chaiwel. 

,  Lord  Northington  offered  Mr.  Pitt  zXHarter 
bkncbe.  Although  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  difpute 
his  Lordfliip's  authority  or  veracity^  in 
making  this  offer,  yet  he  wlfhed  to  have  it 

ftreet,  ftaid  there  as  uAial  tilKbout  t^n«  then  to  Carlton^ 
hoiife»  and  afterwards  came  home  about  twelve. 
'  Sundays.  At  half  paft  fix  to  Saclcvme-ftreet  as  nifaal,  about 
ten  to  Carlton-houfe>  and  home  at  twelve  as  before. 

Monday  7.  At  three  quarters  pallr  %i  to  Skckville-ftreet  as 
ttfual,  about  ten  to  Carlton-houfey  and  home  at  twelve. 

Tuifda^  8.  At  half  paft  fix  to  Sackville-ftreet^  about  ten  to 
Carlton-houfe,  and  home  at  twelve. 

Weduifdey  9.  At  half  paft  fix-  to  Sackville>-ftreet»  about  ten 
to  Carlton^-houfe,  and  home, at  twelve. 

Thntfday  10.  This  morning  -at-ieven  the  Favourite  and  his 
lady  fet  out  from  Audley-ftreet  for  Bedfbfdihire; 

.  Saturday  1 2.  Returned  this  day  from  Bedfbrdfhire  to  dinner, 
And»  being  Lord  Mount  Steuart*s  birth-day^  he  went  out  at 
tight  tlds  evening  to  SacIcvSle^treet,  ftaid  there  till  paft  ten, 
then  went  to  Carlton4ioufe,  and  returned  home  about  twelve. 

Suudajf  ly  At  half  paft  fix  to  SackviUe-ftteet,  ftaid  there 
till  paft  ten,  then  to  Cailton-hoiUe,  and  home  at  twelve. ' 
.     Mondty  14.  At  balf  paft  fix  to  Sackville-ftreet,  ftaid  there 
till  ten»  then  to  Carlton-houfe,  ftaid  there  till  paft  twelve^ 
and  then  retumed  home.  t 

H.B^  The  curtains  of  the  chair,  from  Audley  toSackville* 
ftreet,  were  conftantly  drawn,  and  the  chair  taken  int»  t^e 
hottfe. 

confirmed 
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Confirmed  by  the  Kin^*     Mr.  Piu  was  in-    9" ^/' 
troduced  to  the  King  at  Richmond.     The  >^^^^ 
conference  was  very  fhort.      His   Majefty 
confirmed  the  olFer  made  by  his  Chancellor ;  '  . 
and  added,  that  he  had  no  terms  to  proppfe.  , 
He  put  himfelf  into  his  (Mr-  Pitt's)  hands.  ; 
This  was  on  Saturday  the  12th  of  July*. 
In-  the  evening  Mr.  Pitt  had  another  con-  ' 
fercnce  with  the  Chancellor,  and  afterwards 
with  General  Conway ,  with  whom  he  fettled 
the  principal  arrangements.    Next  day  (Sun- 
day) the  Chancellor,  by  his  Majefty 's  com- 
mand,  fcnt  for  Lord  Temple,  who  was  at 
Stowe,  in  Buckinghamihire.     His  Lordfhip 
came   to  town  on  the  fourteenth.      Next'.  LordTem. 
morning  he  waited  upon  the  King  at  Rich-  for, 
mond,  before  he  faw  Mr.  Pitt.     The  King 
acquainted  his  Lordfhip  with  the  offer  that 
had  been  made  to  Mr.  Pitt  -j  and  added,  / 
that  he  expe&ed  his  Lordfhip  would  affifl 
Mr.  Pitt  in  forming  the  arrangements.  Next 
day,  which  was  the  1 6th, '*  ^f- his  Lordfhip 

'  received  ; 

•  Fide  the  dates,  of  the  lafl  three  days,  of  the  precedfcg 
eighteen  days  journal.  '•  '^ 

t  This  account  of  the  conference  betw.een  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Lord  T/fiwr/ Jif  at  Haxnpftead/ and  the  fubfequent  audience  of 

G    2  "the     . 


pie  at 
Kaunpfteady 
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^xxxt     ^^c^^^^d  a  very  affeftionate  letter  from  Mr. 
^^'^^^^  Pitt^  then  at  North  End,  Hampftead,  de- 
firing  to  fee  his  Lordfhip  there,  as  his  health 
would  not  permit  him  to  come  to  town. 
His  Lordfliip  went ;  and  Mr.  Pitt  acquainted 
him,  that  his  Majefty  had  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  fend  for  him,  to  form  an  admini- 
confer.^     ftration ;   and  as  he  thought  his  Lordfhip 
S'^anr*    "  indtfpenfible,''  he'  defired  his  Majefty  to 
pirat^*""*  fend  for  him,  and  put  him  at  the  head  .of 
the  Treafury ;  and  that  he  himfelf  would 
take  the  poft  of  Privy  Seall     Mr.  Pitt  then 
produced  a  lift  of  feveral  perfons,  which  he 
faid,  be  had  fixed  upon  to  go  in  with  his 
Lordfhip  i  and  which,  he  added,  was  not  to 
be  altered.     Lord  Temple  faid,  that  he  had 
had  the  honour  of  a  conference  with  his  Ma- 
jefty at  Richmond  the  evening  before,  and 
that  he  did  not  undcrftand,  from  what  paiTed 

the  King,  are  taken  from  a  pamphlet  called  An  Enqutryf  ^rc» 
Lord  ChtfitrfitU^  in  his  letters  to  his  ion,  ikys,  this  pamphlet 
was  wrkten  by  Lord  Temple,  But  his  Lordfhip  was  mifiaken. 
The  pamphlet  was  written  by  Mr.  Humphry  Cotes,  affifted  by 
anpiher  perfon.  It  is/  however  true,  that  the  particular  fads, 
ftated  in  this  account  of  the  conference  and  of  the  audience, 
were  cofiunumcated  by  Lord  Temple^  in  converfation,  tq  Mr. 
C»iesi  who,  without  Lord  TempVs  participation,  caufed 
them  to  be  publiihed* 

between 
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between  tliraa*  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  to  be  ab^  ^xxxF* 
Jolute  mafter^  and  to  form  every  part  of  the  ^^"'tJJJ^ 
admiaiftrafcion ;  if  he  had,  he  ibould  not 
have  given  himfelf  the  trouble  of  coihing  to 
Mr.  Pitt  upon  that  fubjed»  being  deternnned 
to-  come  in  upon  an  equality  with  Mr.  Pitt^ 
in  cafe  he  was  to  occupy  the  moft  refponfi- 
ble  place  ''under  government.  ^  And  as  Mr. 
Pitt  had  chofen  only  a  Jide-place^  without 
any  rcfponlibility  annexed  to  it,  he  ihould 
infift  upon  fome  of  his  friends  being  in  the 
cabinet  offices  with  him,  and  in  whom  he 
could  confide ;  which  he  thought  Mr.  Pitt 
could  have  no  objeftion  to,  as  he  muft  be 
fenfible  he  could  not  come  in  with  honour* 
unlefs  he  had  fuch  nomination ;  nor  did  he 
defire,  but  that  Mr.  Pitt  fliould  have  his 
ihare  of  the  nomination  of  his  friends.  And 
his  Lordfliip  added,  that  he  made  a  facrijice 
of  his  brother  Mr.  G.  Grenville^  who^^  not- 
withftanding  his  being  entirely  out  of  place^ 
and  excluded  from  all  C(W.ne<3ion  with  the  # . 
intended  fyftem,  would  neverth^lefs  give  bim 
(Lord  Temple)  all  the  ^ilaAce  and  fupport 
in  his  power :  that  itwas  ^  idea  to  opncili- 
ate  all  parties,which  was  the  ground  that  ha4^ 
made  Mr.  Pitf^  former  udminiftration  fo  re*» 
6  3  fpe^bk 


^ 
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CHAP.    Ip'edable  tind  glorious^  and  •  to  fftrm .  upon 

"^^rrr^  the  folid  bafis  of  union,  an  able  and  refpon^ 

1766.  ,.    ^  * 

fible-  adminiftration ;  to  brace  the  relaxed 
fi'news  of  government,  retrieve  the  honour 
xjf  the  crown,  and  purfue  the  permanent  in- 
tereft*  of  the  public :  but  that  if  Mr.  Pitt  in- 
Tifttd  upon  a  fuperior  dictation,  and  did  not 
chufe  to  join  in  a  plan  defigned  for  the  refto- 
ration  of  that  union,  which  at  no  time  was 
evier  fo  neceffary,  he  defired  the  conference 
might  be  broke  off,  and  that  Mr,  Pitt  would 
give  himfelf  no' further  trouble  about  him, 
for  that  he  would  not  fubmit  to  the  propofed 
conditions*  ■ 

"  Mr.  Pitt,  however,  infifted  upon  con- 
tinuing the  conference ;  and  aiked,  who  thofc 
perfons  were  whom  his  Lordfhip  intended  for 
fome  of  the  cabinet  employments?  His 
Lordfhip  anfwered,  that  one  in  particular 
was  a  noble  Lord  of  approved  character,  and 
known  abilities,  who  had  laft  year  refufed 
the  very  office  now  offered  to  him  (Lord 
Temple)  though  preffed  to  it  in  the  ftrongeft 
*  manner,  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  and 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle-,  and  who  being  their 
common  friend,  he  did  not  doubt  Mr.  Pitt 

.     .  himfelf 
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himfelf  liad.in  contemplation.    This  worthy    ^^^f; 
and  refpedlable  perfon  was  Lord  Lyttelton.   ^  ^  g^  -^ 
At  the  conclufion  of  this  fcntcnce,  Mr.  Pitt 
faid,:  Good  God !  7  how  can  you  compare 
him  to  the  EKikeof  Gr/iftm^  hox^'Sbelbunie^ 
and  Mr.  Cmway?  Befidcs^  continued  he,  / 
have  taken  the  Privy  Seal,  and  he  cannot 
h  ave  that.     Lord   Temple  then  mentioned 
the  poft  of  Lord  Prefident :    upon    which 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  could  not  be,  for  he  had 
engaged  the  Preiidency  :  but,  fays  he.  Lord 
Lyttelton  may  bwve  a  pen/ion.    To  which 
Lord  temple    imniediately  anfwcrcd,    that 
would  never   do ;  nor   would  he  ftain  the 
bud  of  his  adrmniftration  with  an  accumu- 
lation  of  penfions.     It  is  true, .  Mr.  » Pitt 
vouchfafed  to  permit  Lord  Temple  to  no-^ 
minate  his  own  Board;  hut  at  the  fame 
tinie   infilled,  that  if  two  perfon  s.  of  that 
board  (71  Townjhend  and  G.  Onflow^  Efqrs.) 
were  turned  out,  they  (hould  have  a  corner 
penfetion,  u  t.  penjicms^ 

"  Mr.  Pitt  next  afked,  what  perfon  his 
Lordfhip  had  in  his  thoughts  for  Secretary 
of  State?  His  Lordfliip  anfwered.  Lord 
Gower^  a  man  of  great  abilities,,  and  whom 

he 
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^^^^    he  knew  to  be  cqudU  to  any  Mr.  Pitt  had 


^^""^I^C^  named,  and  of  much  greater  alliance  >  and 
in  whom  he  meant  ai)d  hoped  to  unite  and 
conciliate  a  great  and  powerful  party,  in 
order  to  widen  and  ftrcngthen  the  bottom 
of  his  adniiniftratian,  and  to  vacaf  e  ewa  the 
idea  oF  oppofition ;  thereby  to  reftore  una- 
niriiity  in  Parlian^ent,  and  confine  every 
good  man's  attention  to  the  xe^l  objefts  of 
his  country's  welfare.  And  his  Ix)rdfliip 
added,  that  he  had  never  imparted  his  der 
fign  to  Lord  Oowery  nor  did  he  know 
whether  that  noble  Lord  would  accept  of 
it  *,  biit  mentioned  it  now,  only  as  a  comr 
jprdienfivc  mpafure,  (o  att2»in  the?  great  end 
he  wiihed,  of  reftpring  unanimity  by  ^  re- 
conciliation of  parties;  that  the  bufinefs  of 
the  nation  might  go  on  withoiit  in|errupr 
tion,  and  become  the  only  bufinefs  pf  parr 

Theydiifcr.  Jianicnt.  But  Mr.  Pitt  rejeftcd  this'  pror 
pofal,  evidently  healing  as  it  appeared,  by 
faying,  that  he  had  deterniined  Mr.  Conway. 
fhould  ftay  in  his  prefgnt  office,  and  that  he 
had  Lord  Shelburne  to  propofe  for  the  other 
office,  then  held  by  the  Duke  pf  Richmond  i 

*  Lord  Temple  afterwards  wrote  to  Lord  Qowcr,  to  exciife 
the  mention  he  had  made  of  hi$  name. 
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fb  that  there  reinahied  bq  robin  for  JLocd   ^xxxl* 


GoweTf     This  Lord  Tempie  faid,  was  Gom<»  "^^^^eT*^ 
tng  to  his  firft  proportion'  of  being  fole  and 
abfolute  (ii^^tor,  to  which  no  confidemtioii 
fliould  ever  induce  him  to  fubmit.     And 
therefore  he  tnfifted  upon  ending  Ae  con^ 
ference;  which  he  did  with  faying.  That 
if  he  h$d  been  ^0:  called  upon  by  the  Kingy 
he  ibould  hstve  coQfulted  Mr.  Pitt's  honouff 
with  regard  to  the  arrangements  of  minifters, 
and  have  given  him  an  equal  Jhare  in  the 
nomination;  and  ^xat  he  thought  himfelf 
;ill-trcated  by  Mr.  Pift^  in  his  not  pbierving  And  fep#« 
the  like  conduft/'  >       .  ''"•• 

Here  the  conference;  ended^ 

Next  day  Lord  Temple  had  an  audience  of 
the  King  in  the  clpf^t ;  when  his  Lordfhip 
told  his  Majefty,  in  fubftancc,  •'  That  Mr. 
Pitfs  terms  were  of  fuch  a  njtture^  he  could 
not  poflibly  accept  of  diem  confiftently  vrith 
his  honour :  that  he  had  made  a  facrifice  of 
his  brother  to  Mr.  Pitfs  refentment,  in  or- 
der to  accommodate  with  him;  but  that 
gentleman  ii>fiil^d  upon  bringing  iji  a  fet  of 
fucn^  fpme  of  whom  were  perfonal  i?nemies 

to 
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«^^^AP.  Jto.ilis  Lordihip;  and  with  whom  he.liad 
^^^!'^X6^  differed  upon  rfie  moft.eflential  points  of 
government  >  and  woiiid  not  permit  him  to 
name  one  iiieiid  'for  the  cabinet^  in  whom 
he  had  m  entire  confidence:  and  had  af- 
fumed  a  power  to  himfelf,  to  which  i  his 
Lordfliip  never  could  fubmit^  for  if  he. did) 
the  world  would  fajr,  widli  great  juftice, 
that  he.  went  in  Jike.a  child,  to  go  out  like 
a  fool.  That  his  wifh  was^  to  retrieve  the 
honour  of  the  nation  by  an  adnainifti^tion 
^  formed  upon  a  broad  bottom,  and  compoTed 
of  men  of  the  bcft  abilities,  without. re- 
fpefl  to  party,  which  his  firft  and  principal 
view  was  to  extinguifti  and  annihilate,  as 
much  as  poffible,  in  order  that  the  whole 
attention  of  parliament  might  be  confined 
to  the  great  qbjeds  of  national  concern. 
.That  he  had  never  been  a  fuitor  to  his 
Majeflyv  cither  for  hiijrfejf  or  his  friends, 
for  any  :place  of  honour  or  emolument ;  he 
did  not  even  feck  the  prefent  offers  yet 
he  was  extremely  willing  to  facrifige  his 
own  peace  and  leifure,  to  the  fervice  of  his 
Majefty  and  the  poxmtry,  provided  he  could 
do  it  with  honour}    but  that^    he  added, 

.  was 
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was  in  his  own  difpofal,  and  he  would  not    ^^^f^ 
make  a  compliment  of  it  to  any  man. 
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^^  In  the  evening  (of  the  fame  day)  the 
noble  Lord  told  Lord  NoriiingtWf  that  the 
farce  was. af  an.  end,  and  the  mafque  was 
off:  His  Lordlhig/  need  not  have  fcnt  for 
him  from  the  country,  for  there  was  no 
real  wifh  or  intention  to  have  him  in  the 
adminiftration/' 

Lord    Temple  returned  to  Stowe.      The  Andre; 

turns  ta 

natural  difpofition  of  this  noble  Lord,  was  stowc; 
the  moft  amiable  that  can  be  conceived,  to 
his  friends ;  but  when  offended,  his  difap- 
probatipn  was  warm  and  confpicuous — ^his 
language  flowed  fpontaneoufly  from  his 
feelings ;  his  heart  and  his  voice  always  cor- 
refponded.  With  fuch  a  temper,  it  was 
not  probable  that  the  caufe  of  his  feparation 
from  Mr.  Pitt  would  either  be  concealed, 
or  indifferently  expreffed. 

Mr.  Pitt  having  made  choice  of  the  office  Mr.pitt 

^  /v    •!        created 

of  Privy  Seal  for  himfelf,   was  neceflarily  Eariof 
created  a  peer.     This  was  announced  to  the 
pubUc,  in  the  London  Gazette  in  the  fol- 
lowing 
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^xxir   lowing  words "  St.  yames'Sf    July  30, 

^^-^^"^^^-^  The  King  has  been  pleafed  to  grant  untq 
the  Right  Honourable  William  Pitt,  and 
his  heirs  male,  the  dignity  of  a'  Vifcount 
and  Earl  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  nam^ 
ftyle  and  title  of  Vifcount  Pitt,  of  Burton- 
Pynfent,  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  am 
Earl  of  Chatham,  in  Kent/'— -A  lift  of  th( 
perfons,  to  whom  his  Lordfhip  diftributei 
the  offices  of  State,    may  be  fcen   at  th 

end  of  the  work  *.     Although  he  continue 

'  "  '1 

*  But  the  fUIowing  extra<n'clinary  grants  are  proper  to] 
mentioned  here« — Having  made  Lord  Nortbingion  PrefidJ 
of  the  Council,  it  was  ftipulated^  that  whenever  his  Loi/ 
ihoold  refign  that  poU,  he  fhould  receive  during  his  life 
penfion  of  4000 1. 

Alfo  the  reverilon  of  the  Hanaper  was  fecured  to  iim  i 
two  lives,  after  the  demife  of  the  Duke  of  Cbwultsi  fal^ 
fuppofed  to  be  per  annum  1 3$ol.  j 

The  reverfion  of  a  Teller  of  the  Exchequer  for  Lord  Ci 
de:i^s  fon.     Salary  about  per  annum  3500I. 

A  peniion  to  Lord  Camden  on  the  Iiilh  Eftablifhment, 
cafe  he  ihould  lofe  his  poft  of  Lord  Cliancellor  before  ther< 
a  vacancy  in  the  ^chequer  for  his  fon ;  per  annum  X500I. 

A  peniion  to  Col.  Ligonier  for  life,  on  England  ;  per 
Bum  1500I. 

A  furrender  of  the  borough  of  Orford  to  Lord  Htrtfordr- 

Mr.  Btadty  appointed  Ambafiador  to  Rufiia,  but  ne 
went— - 

Lord  i^r^tf/ appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  but  n^ 
went 

An  additional  penfiOn  to  Prince  Firdinani^  otn,  the  \ 
Eftabli<hment,  per  annum  2,oooL 

■   IV 
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Mr.    Conwdy\  in   his  poft  of  Secretary  of  c  it  a  p,  ' 
State^  yet  he  gave  the  management  of  the   ^"^pj^ 
Houfe  of  €6mmons  to  Mr.  Tmmjhend^j  and  JJeilhls"" 
Lord  Granby  was  put  at-  the  head  of  the   ^^^^^mf* 
army.      Before  Lord  Chafbam  had  finally   '°*^- 
fettled  his  arrangements,   he  made  feveral 
offers  to  different  perfons  of  great  weight 
and  confideratlon,  with  a  view  offlrenthen- 
•ing    his  miniflry,  and  of  detaching  them 
from  their  friends.     But  that  fuperiority  of 
mind,    which   had  denied   him   the   ufual 
habits  of  intercourfe  with  the  world,    gave 
an    air  of  auflerity   to    his   manners,    and 
precluded  the  policy  of  a  convenient  conde- 
fcenfion  to  the  minutiae  of  politcnefs,  and 
falcioating   powers   of  addrcfs.     He  made 
an  offer  of  Secretary  of  State  to  Lord  Gower,  , 
whom  he  had  rcfufed,   when  propofed  for  ' 
that  ofHce  by  his  brother.     He  made  offers 
.  to  the  Duke  of  Portlandy  Mr.  Dowdefwell 
and  feveral  others.     But  in  fuch  terms  of 
hauteur,    as   fcemed   to    provoke,   though 
unintentionally  ;  the  ncceflity  of  refufal*. 

*■  To;one«  of  the  moft  amiable  and  gentle  manners,  an 
abrupt  meflage  was  Tent,  «'  That  he  might  have  an  office  if 
he  would.**  To  another,  *'  That  fuch  an  office  was  ftill 
vacant.'*  T9  a  third,  **  That  he  muft  take  fuch  an  office,  or 
aone.** 

They 
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^xxxL*    T^^^J  were  all  rejcdted.      He  then  waited 
^''^^^    upon  Lord  Rofkingbam^    at   His   houfe   in 
^''rfo^re-  Grofvenof-fquare;    but    luoxA,  Rgckingbami 
w!  aS^k^  whp  was  at  home,    refufed  to  fee  him. — 
fof^*tofo^  Thefe  circumftances  chagrined  him  confi* 
Lonichat.  derabty.     He  now  founds  for  the  firit  time 
in    his  life,    that    fplendid  talents    alone 
were  not  fufficient  to  fuppoirt  the   highcft 
fituations}  that  the  government  of  a  party 
and  the  government  of  a  nation,   were  as 
diftindl  in  their  features  as  in  their  principles. 
He  now  felt  the  lofs  of  his  brother^    Lord 
Timple,  whofe  gracious  affability  procured 
him   the   efteem  of  all   ranks    of  people, 
while  the  fplendor  of  his  own  talents  com- 
manded their  admiration.  .  Thefe  two  great 
men  united*  made  a  hoft  againft  the  world  -, 
but  when  feparated,   they  became  the  in- 
ftruments  of  two  fadions;    both  of  them 
without  intending  it,   and    for  fome  time 
without  perceiving  it :  Lord  Chatham  o{  tjie 
court,  and  Lord  Tempie  of  the  oppofition. 

One  of  the  firft  afts  of  Lord  Chatham's 
adminiftration,  was  the  reftoration  of  Mr. 
Stuart  Macienzie.-^Hc  did  this  in  the 
bandfomeft   manner    ooffible.— Wl^^  Mr. 

Mackenzie 


1766* 
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Mackenzie  was  iirft  appointed  to  ih,^  Jinecure  -^xxx/* 
of  Privy  Seal  for   Scotland,    he  .was  ho- 
noured with  the  royal  affurance,    that  he 
fliould  enjoy- the  place  for  his, life.      But 
the  Ddke  of  Bedford  had  obliged  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  break  kis  promife  in  the  year  1765, 
in  order  to  convince  tlie  nation,   that    he 
(the    Duke)   was  not  under  the  influence 
of  Lord  Bute.     Lord  Chatham  thought  this 
removal   fuch  a   flagrant  violation   of  the 
royal  promife  that  he  made  this  reparation 
of  the  King's  private  honour  one  of  the 
firft  ads  of  his  miniflry  without  regarding 
the   unpopularity    of  the  meafiife*      This 
circumftance  indifputably  proves,  that  Lord 
Chatham  was  not  unfevourably  difpofed  to 
the  King's  friendfliips,  nor  even  to  his  par- 
tialities.— And  if  we  refled  a  moment  upott 
the  great  political  >  talent?  of  his  Lordfhip^ 
and  the  wonderftjl  efFeds  of  hi^  return  to 
office  in  the  year  1757,  we  may  fafely  fay, 
that  every  public  interefl,   and  every  pri-* 
vate   attachment  might  have  been  at  thi$ 
period,      as    harmonioufly     arranged,     and 
would  probably  have  been,  honoured  with 
ecjual  fu^cefs,    and   fupported    by  fimilar 
'  unanimitv. 
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^xxxf"   u^^i'^tyt  bad  he  found  the  fame  fidelity  in 


1766. 


the  clofet. 


Mr.  Stuart       Thc  Tcltoration  of  Mr.  B.  Mackenzie^  the 

Mackenzie 

reftored.     faft   of  his  own   pccfagc,   and  his   fudden 
'difitrencc   with   Lord  Temple y   gave   caufe 
and   credit  to   a  fufpicion,    which  all   the 
minions  of  the  court  affiduoufly  encouraged  ' 
and   circulated,  that   in  a  very  ftiort  time 
prevailed  *  throughout  the  kingdom,  of  his 
hl^S^'  having  joined  the  Earl  of  Bute.      However 
lorf  Elite!  ftrong  the  appearances  were,  it  is  certainly 
true,    that   the    fufpicion   was   unfounded. 
What  was  faid  of  Lord  Rockingham^  on  a  | 
fimilar  pretence  of  fufpicion  might  with  equal 
veracity  be  faid  of  him  alfo— "  That  with 
the  Earl  of  Bute  he  had  no  oerfonal  con- 
nexion, nor  correfpondence  of  council ;  he 
neither  courted  him,  nor  perfecuted  him/'* 

•  By  Mr,  Burkt. 
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C  H  A  P.    XXXIL       , 

feMBARGO  ON  THE  EXPORTATION  01* 
CORN STATE  OF  PARTIES — CONFER- 
ENCE BETWEEN  LORD  CHATHAM  AND 
THE  DUKE  OF  BEDFORD  AT  AATH— 
CONFERENCE  BETWEEN  LORD  CHAT- 
-  HAM  AND  LORD  EDGCUMBE  -ITS  CON- 
SEqUENGES THE  ADMIRALTY  OF- 
FERED   TO    LORD    GOWER — CONDUCT 

OF  THE  COURT SECOND  CONFERENCE 

yiTH     THE     PUKE    OF     BEDFORD 

BREAKS    OFF. 


THERE  never  was  known  in  England  chap. 
fo  wet  a  furamer  as  that  of  this  year.  ^"^"^C^ 
From  the  month  of  March  to  the  month  of 
Anguft,  there  were  not  fucceflively  two  fair 
days.  This  uncommon  feafon  injured  the 
corn  harveft  prodigioufly .  Towards  the  end 
of  the  fummer,  when  the  extent  of  the  in- 
jury was  manifeft,  minifters  held  feveral 
councils  upon  the  fubjecfl.     At  length  they  Embargo 

'/r      t  t  •  i»  on  the  ex- 

iilued  a  proclamation,   commandmg  an  em-  portation 

,  1       1    •  i  1  .  ^  of  corn. 

bargo  to  be  laid  on  the  exportation  of  corn. 

Lord  Chatham  did  not  attend  any  of  thefe 

councils.      To  the  fecond  council  he  fent 

VOL.  II.  H  his 
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his  opinion  in  writing,  which  was  in  favotii' 
Q^  of  the   embargp.     When  Parliament  met, 
minifters  defended  their  conduct  upon  this 
particular  point,    by  the  fame  arguments, 
and,  avowed  the  fame  dodtrines  which  had 
been  ufcd  in  the  defence  of  fimilar  arbitrary 
meafures  by  the  Stuart's*      The  conflitu- 
tion  was  very  ably  fuppoi^ted  by  Lord  Mans-- 
Jieldy  Lord  Temple  and  'Lor A  Lyttelton.    And 
their  arguments  were  afterwards  publifhed 
ia  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  A  Speech  againjl  the 
^  fn/P^^di^g  dnddffpenftng  Prercgatwe.     Many 
people  afcribed  this  fpeech  to  Lord  Manf- 
field.     But  they  were  miftakeh.     The  pam- 
phlet was  .written  under  the  eye  of  Lord 
Temple rhy^  gentleman  at  the  bar,  who  was 
prefeht  at  the  debate,    and  who.  was  alfo 
aflifted  in  the  compofition  by  Lord  LytteU 
ton. 

A  few  days  after  the  proclamations  were 
iflued  refpefting  the  embargo*.  Lord  Chat- 
ham  retired  to  Bath,  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health. ,  During  his  ftay  at  Bath,  the  Duke 
of  Bedford  c2imQ  there  for  the  fame  reafon. 
Lord  Chatham  folicited  an.  interview   with 

•  They  were  dated  Sept,  a6,  1766. 

his 
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.his  OtaCe.     His  LoKlftiip's  view  was,  to     ^x^if ' 

detach  the  Duke  from  Mr.  GrenvrUe^ .   fiis   ^"^^ZST^ 
»  X700. 

own  ^penetration  iilggefted  to  him  the  ne-  ^^^^^  ^^ 
ceifity  xs£  this  attempt  ^  and  however  incori-  ^*'^**' 
•  iiftent  he  might  ieem>   in  his  offers  to  ac-* 
complifh  his  dcfign;  the  faft  ftiews,    that 
men  of  the  greateft  talents  are  not  always 
influenced  by  theftrid  rules  of  confiftency . 
Lord  Chatham  was  not  unacquainted,  that  a 
powerful  and  violaftt  oppofition  was  foraiihg 
againft  him.      It  was  menaced,   that  this 
oppofition  would  confift  of  the  late  miniftry, 
whom,  for  diftinftions  lake,  and  becanfe  the 
Duke  c(  Newcafile  was  yet  alive,  was  ibme- 
times  called  the  Pelham's ;  ,of  the  relations 
of  his  own  family,  and  their  friends,  who, 
'though  a  junior  and  a  minor  party,  were 
yet  a  growing  one ;  and  of  the  Bedford  in- 
tereft>  which  at  that  time  was'  refpeftable, 
firm  and  compaftr     The  two  laft  interefts 
were  united.     His  defign  was  to   feparate 
them;   and  to  ftrengthen  his  adminiftration 
hy  ah  aciquiiition  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford* 
He  therefore   opened  his  conference  with  confcr- 
his  'Grace,  by  making  the  ftrongcft  aflur-  tweln  Ila: 
ances,  that  he  ihould  be  particularly  happy  and  the 
to  fee  the  King's  adminiftration  countcnanc-  Bedford. 
H  2  ed 
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^xxxiL  ^  ^^  fupported  by  his  Grade's  approbation 
and  intcreft.  The  Duke  making  no  reply 
to  this  exordium,  Lord  Chatham  proceeded^ 
by  faying,  that  he  would  frankly  lay  before 
his  Grace  the  principal  meafures  he  intend- 
ed to  purfue, 

Firft.  He  intended  to  keep  the  peace  in- 
violate, and  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  the 
Princes  on  the  Continent,  that  they  did  the 
fame. 

Secondly.  He  would  enter  into  no  conti- 
nental connexions,  nor  make  any  fubfidiary 
^eaty  with  any  European  power..  , 

Thirdly.  He  would  obfervc  fuch  a  ftridt 
and  rigid  ceconomy,  as  fhould  command  the 
^  approbation  df  the  mofl;  frugal  member  of 
Parliament. 

The  'Duke  replied,  that  thefe  were  the 
very  meafures  for  which  he  had  always  de- 
clared and  contended.  They  were  bis  m^- 
fures,  and  he  would  certainly  fupport  thern^ 
whether  his  friends  were  in,  or  out  of  office* 


Not 
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Not  a  word  was  fpokcn  of  America,  nor   ^^x:^  ^' 
of  any  arrangements . 

They  parted  in  fimilar  conceptions,  that 
this  interview  was  only  a  prelude  to  another. 
And  this  accounts  for  a  great  part  of  the 
Bedford  inter ejl  being  ne^er  at  the  meeting 
of  Parliament, 

Lord  Chatham  %  n^xt  ftep  was,  an  attempt 
to  divide  the  Newi^a/He  intereji.  He  began 
with  Mr.  Shelley^  the  Duke*s  near  relation. 
To  him,  he  promifed  the  Staff  of  the  Trea- 
fvircr  of  the  Houfliold  ;  which  at  this  time 
was  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Edgcumhe.  In 
his  expe^ations  of  accomplifhing  his  defign^ 
he  was  too  ftnguine.  It  is  true,  he  pro-* 
cured  the  difmiiSoii  of  Lord  Edgcumhe^  and 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Shelley  \  but  thedif- 
mi£ion  of  Lord  ^^cumbe  was  attende'S' 
with  confecjuences  which  rather  weakened 
than  ftrengthened  his  adminiflratibn;  and  fo 
far  from  dividing,  oy  difmaying  his  oppo« 
nents,  rathef  cemented  their  union,  and 
provoked  their  refentmcnt. 

The  particulars  of  this  difmifliou  were 
as  follows : 

a  3  **  About 
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^xxxiL    **  ^"^^  ^^^  pcrfons  of  rank ;  pcrfons  of  great 
^-^^](^  "  parliamentary    intercft/'     The  Miniftcr 

burft  out *'  Oh!"  feid  he,  *'  if  that  be 

**  the  cafe,  /rf  me  feel  tnyfelfl  I  defpife 
"  your  parliamentary  intereft !  I  do  not 
want  your  affiftance  !"  And  added,  "  that 
**  he  trufted  to  the  uprightnefs  of  his  mea-f 
**  fures  for  the  fupport  and  confidence  of  the 

•*  K ,   and  the  favour  and  attachment 

"  of  the  people ;  and  adling  upon  thefc 
"  principles,"  faid  he,  "  /  dare  look  in 
"  the  face  the  proudefi  conneEtions  of  this 
"  country  /"     They  parted. 

'  **  Two  days  ^fter^  Lord  E.  received  a 
note  iigriifying  a  Great  Perfon's  defire  of  his 
ftaff.  On  Mpnday  the  Ji4th  of  November, 
1766,  he  waited  on  the  Great  Perfon,  who 
faid,  ^*  that  he  was  very  forry  to  part  with 
^'  his  Lordihipf  of  whofe  fervices  he  had  z,^ 
**  very  high  opinion,  as  well,  as  of  his  Lord- 
•*  ftiip's  abilities^  and  attachment  to  his 
"  perfon,  and  efpecially  becaufe  his  Lord- 
^'  fhip  had  no  mixture  of  faftious  principles 
"  in  his  difpofition ;  But,"  fays  he,  ^^  My 
"  miniflers  tell  me  it  muft  be  fo;"  and 
added,  "  that  the  idea  of  the  bed-^chamber 

**  was 


OF  THE  EARL  OF  CHATHAM.  lof 

*^  was  purely  his  own/*     Lord  E.  reti3[)rned    ^xxil' 

**  the   Great  Perfon  his  fincerc  and  moft 

^*  humbile  thanks  for  the  good  opinion  he 

**  was  pleafed  to  entertain  of  him ;  and  ex- 

**  prcffed  the  great  obligation  he  was  under 

**  for  it,  and  the  more  fo,"  added  he,  "  for 

"  not  preffing  the  bed-chamber  upon  me ; 

"  all  which  more  than  pay  me  for  the  ill 

"  ufage  of  your  minifters."     The  ftafF  was 

given  up,  and  Mr.  Shelley  appointed  Trea- 

furqr  of  the  Houfhold. 


Next  day  the  Earl  of  Befsborough^  who  lu 


confiB-^ 


was  one  of  the  joint  Pofl-mafters,  offered  to  '*'**^°^^ 
make  room  fojr  Lord  £.  by  propofing  to  refign 
that  poft  in  favour  of  his  Lordfhip,  and 
taking  the  bed-chamber,  which  had  been 
offered  to  that  Lord.  But  this  obliging  oifer 
was  rejedied.  Upon  which  the  Duke  o^ 
Portland  J  the  Earls  of  Befsborough  and  Scar-* 
borough^  and  Lord  Monfon^  rcfigned  the  next 
day,  which  was  Wednefday,  November  the 
26th,  1766.  And  thefe  refignations  were 
immediately  followed  by  thofe  of  ?>ir  Charles 
Saunders,  Sir  William  Meredith^  Admiral 
Keppel^  &c:" 


In 
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In  confequence  of  thele  refignations.  Lord 
Chatham  refolved  to  renew  his  overtures  to 
^t:tS  the  Bedford  intere/i.  The  office  of  firft 
M.Gower.  i^j.^  ^^  ^^^  Admiralty,  which  Sir  Charles 
Saunders  had  refigned,  he  inamediately  ten- 
dered to  Lord  Gower.  But  that  Lord  did 
not  think  proper  to  accept  it  (though  he 
did  not  refufe  it)  without  firft  confulting 
the  Duke  of  Bedford^  who  at  this  time  was 
at  Wooburn,  And  having  given  this ,  an- 
fwer  to  Lord  Chatham j  he  went  on  the  28th 
to  Wooburn  to  confult  his  Grace.  Next 
day  Lord  Chatham  had  a  long  conference  in 
^  the  clofct.  He  laid  open  the  plan  of  his  in- 
tended alliance  with  the  Bedford  interejt^  to 
fill  the  yacancies  occafioned  by  the  late  re- 
fignations.  But  the  conduft  of  the  great 
leader  of  this  intereft,  when  laft  in  office, 
had  created  fo  violent  a  prejudice  againft 
him,  Lprd  Chatham  found  the  execution  of 
his  plan  to  be  imprafticable  in  the  whole 
extent  that  he  defigned  it  \  for  he  intended 
to  have  included  the  Duke  himfelf  in  his 
new  arrangement.  But  he  was  entreated  to 
abandon  all  thpughts  qf  that  npbleman*  He 
was  promifed  the  wanneft,  the  fulleft,  moft 
fincere,    and   moft  effectual   fupport.     H^^ 

yieldc4 
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yielded  to  thefc  atfurances,    or,  as  he  j[kid    xxxil' 
afterwards,  he  could  not  refift  them :  ai^^  ^^^Tt^^ 
and  feveral  taciant  offices  were  filled  before 
Lord  Gower  returned  from  Wooburn,     The 
names  of  the  perfons  appointed,  will  fuffi- 
Ciently  diftinguifh  the  intereft  which  pre-     ^ 
vailed.     Lord  Le  Defpeftcer^  who  had  been 
Lord  Bute's  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
was  made  Poftmafter  ;  Mr.  yenkinfon^  who 
had  been  Lord  Bute's  private  fecDetary,  was 
made  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.     The  reft 
the  reader  will  find  in  the  Lift  of  Changes 
at  the  end  of  the  Work.     By  this  arrange- 
ment. Lord  Chatham  feemed  to  be  entirely 
united  to  the  court.     He  certainly  trufted 
to  the  promifes  which  had  been  made  for 
his  fupport  I  and  he  gave  them  full  credit, 
l^ecaufe  he  believed  them  to  be  fincere. 

On  the  firft  of  December  Lord  Gower  re-  second 
turned  from  Wopbum,  with  the  Duke  of  Jlth^thc 
Bedford.     A  few  hours  after  their  arrival  in  Bedford, 
London,  the  Duke  waited  qji  Lord  Chatham, 
in  Bond-ftreet.      The  conference  between 
thefe  two  noble  peers  was  very  ftiort.    Lord 
Chatham's  purpofe  was  to  conceal  the  en* 
gagemcnt  he  had  made  with  the  court.   The 

Duke's 
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^xxxu'  Duke's  idea  was,  that  the  ncgociation  be- 
"^^^"^^f^  gun  at  Bath,  and  continued  with  Lord 
Gowery  was  ftill  open.  His  Grace  there- 
fore requefted  fomc  of  the  vacant  offices  for 
his  friends,  and  an  Englifh  peerage  for  the 
Marquis  of  horne^  now  Duke  of  ArgylU 
He  aiked  nothing  for  himfelf ;  but  added, 
that  the  meafures  which  had  been  avowed 
at  Bath,  he  expe(3;ed  were  ftill  to  be  pur- 
fued.  \j^x^  Chatham  began  with  puting  a 
pofitive  and  unqualified  negative  on  the  peer- 
age of  Lord  Lome.  Then,  as  to  the  of- 
fices, he  faid,  there  were  very  few  vacant. 
He  had  beftowed  the  Admiralty  upon  Sir 
Edward  Hawkey  and  given  to  Mr.  Jenkinfon 
and  Sir  Piercy  Brett  the  two  vacant  feats  at 
that  Board,  and  Lord  Le  Dejpencer  was 
deftiiied  for  the  Poft-office.  And  as  to  mea- 
fures, he  obferved,  he  had  never  filtered  his 
opinion  of  the  pe^ce,  it  was  the  fame  that 
he  had  declared  in  Parliament :  And  with 
rcfpedt  to  Pruffia,  he  was  refolved  to  fup- 
port  and  maintain  the  alliance  with  that 
monarch,  Fropi  tjiefe  anfwers  the  Duke 
was  convinced,  that  all  thoughts  of  nego-^ 
qiation  were  at  an  end,  and  next  morning 
his  Grace  returned  to  Wooburn, 
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FURTHER         ARRANGEMENTS   LORD 

CHATHAM  REGRETS  THE  LOSS  OF 
LORD  TEMPLE-^SI£ZED  WITH  THE 
GOITT  AT  BATH,  AND  AT  MARL- 
BOJROUGH — COMES     TO  HAMPSTEAD — 

ANOTHER       CHANGE       MEDITATED 

GENERAL  CQNWAY  WISHES  TO  RESIGN 
LORD  NORTHINTON  WISHES  TO  RE- 
SIGN  king's     MESSAGE     to      LORD 

CHATHAM — DUKE  OF  NEWCASTLE  IS 
VERY  ANXIOUS  TO  PRESERVE  THE 
UNION  OF  THE  OPPOSITION APPLI- 
CATION TO  LORD  ROCKINGHAM — DE- 
CLJVRATION  OF  THE  DUKE  OF  BED- 
FORD  DECLARATION    OF    THE    DUKE 

OF     NEWCASTLE  CONFERENCE     AT 

NEWCASTLE     HOUSE-— BREAKS     OFF 

IMPORTANCE  OF  THE"  MINISTER  OF 
THE  HOUSE  OP  COMMONS — AMERICA 
THE  TRUE  CAVSE — SECOND  CONFER- 
ENCE AT  NEWCASTLE  HOUSE — ANEC- 
DOTES OF  MR.  LOWNDS*S  TICKETS, 
AND  OF  THE  JUDGES*  TICKETS — LORD 
ROCKINGHAM  w'aITS  ON  THE  KING 
— LORD  HOLLAND  ADVISES  THE  KING. 

TXjTITH  a  view  to   detach  fome  of  the  ^^  ^  p. 

.  Duke  of  Bedford's  friends  from   his  ^""^pQ^ 

Grace's  intereft,  I^brd  Chatham^  in  ten  days  l^l^^^^^ 

after  "'^''" 


xxxiiL    ^fter  the  preceding  negociation  was  cloledj  i 
^"^^^^^6^  gave  the   fame  peerage  to  the  Marquis  of  1 
^  Lome  J  which  he  had  refufed  to  the  requeft  \ 
of  the  Dnke  of  Be^ordi     And  at  thfc  fame  i 
time  Ml.  Nugent^  who   was  placed  Jtt .  the  ; 
iiead   of  the  Board  of  Tradc>  was  cheated  ) 
3Lord  Clare.     But    the  American  bufinefi,  I 
ufually  managed  and  tranfaded  at  that  Board 
was  transferred  to  the  office  of  the  Southern 
Secretary  of  State  i  and  the  Board  itfelf  was 
reduced  to  the  Aatb  of  &  board  of  reference 
only.     As  foon  as  Lord  Chatham  hzA  made 
this  alteration,  and  a  few. other  kfler  arrange-  ! 
..ments,  he  went  into  Somerfetfliire* 

Although  the  vacant  ofScts  t^s^cre  filled,  yet 
he  was  far  from  being   fatisfied  with  the 
choice  he  had  been  obliged  to  niake  of  feyeral 
of  the  individuals,;  or.  with  the  union  he  had 
Lordchat*  been  obliged  to  accepts  .  Ai»i  be:  regretted, 
grets  thi     more  than  any  other  circumftance,  the  lofs 
Temple,      of  his   brothcr,   IjdxAl'empte—h^cd'V^f^    he 
felt  that  Jofs  n^ore  ^nd  more  e^ery  (jky»— He 
now  felt  the  lofs.  of  a  cepofitory  .of  liis  con- 
fidence—the  folace  of  his  hours  of  af^iflion. 
Grief,  vexation,  and  difappointment,  ln"^ed 
ujpon   his  nerves;  which,  though  in  early 

life. 
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life,    naturally  ftfong,   were    now  bcdome    xxwil 
weak  by  age  and  infirmity.  His.  peerage  had  ^"^^6^^ 
diminiihed  his  popularity.     A  confiderable 
part   of    bis  miniftry,    confifted     of    men 
who    had  been    appointed    through,  necef- 
fity,  not  through  choice ;  and  this  circum- 
ftance  being  notorious  to  thofe  whom  he  had 
felefted  in  the  firft  inftance,  infpired  them 
with  a  fpirit  of  envy  and  ambition,  to  be- 
come the  rivals  of  his  fituation  and  power. 
He  was  agitated  by  contending  paffions — a 
mind  fbmetimes  vigorous,  and  often  <iepref- 
ed — his.  body  tortured  by  pain,  and  imprilbn- 
ed  by  infirmityr— he  fell  .^nto  a  paroxyfm  of  scizedwith 
of  the  gout  at  Bath,  which,  feemed  to.threaten  Bath?''' "' 
his  cxtinftion.     In  the  month  of  February 
1767,  he  attempted  to   return  to  London,     [1767- 
but  was  unable  to  proceed  further  than  Marl- 
borough; where  he   lay   until  March,  and 
then  finiihed  his  journey.     He  retired  to  a 
houfe  he  had  hired  at  Hampftead ;  but  was 
in  fo  feeble  a  ftate  he  could  not  attend  to  any  Hampiteai 
public  bufiixefs.     He  remained  at  Hampftead 
fome  time,  having  fold  his  eftate  at  Hayes, 
in  Kent.     The  air  of  Hampftead  was  too 
fliarp  for   his   diforder — that  of  Hayes   he 
thought    fuited  him    better;    therefore    he 

wifhed 


And  at 
Marlbo* 
rough. 


Comes  to 


l»t  AKECDOTCS  AND  SPfefiCHES. 

xxxini    wiflied  to  rc-poflcfs  his  former  hatitition  i 

^^"^^IQ^  which  being  made  known  to  Mr.  fTa/po/e^ 

the  purchafer,  he  very  politely  gratified  his 

Lx)rdfhip,  notwithftanding  he  had  bought  the 

place  for  his  own  refidence. 

Another  During  his  abfcnce,  Mr.  Town/henJ,  in 
wditatcd.  fome  degree,  aflumed  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment. He  fuppofed  Lord  Chathanis  ftate 
of  health  to  be  fuch  as  would  totally,  and 
for  ever,  preclude  his  return  to  public  bufi- 
hefs.  He  therefore  meditated  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  fome  alliances,  with  a  view  of 
forming  another  adminiftration  for  the  efta- 
blifhnient  of  his  own  power.  In  this  pro- 
ject he  was  joined  by  General  Conway.  They 
cultivated  a  favourable  underftanding  with 
Lord  Rockingham.  Their  firft  objedt  was 
the  removal  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton-,  but 
Lord  Chatham  arriving  in  the  vicinity  of 
London,  the  defign  was  abandoned,  and  the 
Duke  and  Mr.  Townjhend  became^ recon- 
ciled*. 

During  Lord  '  Chatham^  flay  at   Hamp- 
ftead,   the   King  fent  frequent  meffages  to 

♦  They  had  differed  upon  the  affairs  of  India. 

him 
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him,  defiring  him  not  to  be  concerned  ;at    xxxul 
his  coniinenienti   or  abience'  from    public   ^"^^^ 
bufihefs ;  for  that  he  [the  King]  was  re-  ^ 
Iblvcd  to  fupport  him^ 

*  ^*.  Early  in  the  inonth  of  Tunei  Geni   ccn.  coti* 
Cenwoji  deckred  to  feveral  of  his  friendsj;  toreiign. 
that  ht  had  refolved  to  refign  His  office  of 
Secretary  of  State ;  becaufe  his  fituation  was 

of  late  become  very  difagreeable  tQ  him^  hot 
only  from  having  been  frequently  over-ruled 
iii  his  opinions  refpe6ting  meafures ;  but 
from  liis  being  fenfible,  that  he  was  ailing 
in  oppofition  to  his  friends,  and  particularly 
to  thofe  friends  with  whom  he  anxioufly 
wiflied  to  be  rc-united*  And  he  made  the 
fame  declaration^  or  fomething  not  very  im- 
like  it,  to  the  King ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
faid,  he  would  Hay  till  a  fucee'ffor  was  ap- 
pointed.  In  confequence  of  this  declaration^ 
heceafed  to^tranfad:  any  bufinefs  in  his  of- 
fice, and  circular  letters  were  fent  to  the 
ambafladors  foi*^  four  weeks  together^  figni* 
fyiug  that  he  was  out  of  employment/  . 

•  From  thcPdlidcall  fee^ftef,  (with  feveral  ^orredUow  and 
additions),  vol.  i.  page  201,  &e. 
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Towards  the  end  of  June,  Lord  Northings 
Z'l:)//  declared  to  the  King  his  refolution  to  re- 
fign,  on  account  of  his  ill  ftate  of  health, 
and  real  inability  to  attend  the  public  bufi- 
nefs ;  and  advifed  the  King  to  fend  for  the 
Duke  of  Bedfordy  -Lord  Tempk^  and  Mr. 
Grenvilky  whom  he  'had  before  publicly  de- 
clared were  equal  to  their  offices. 


This,  though  an  cxpefted  event,  bore  no 
relation  to  the  preceding  declaration  of  Mr. 
Conway y  nor  were  the  two  perfbns  in  the 
fmalleft  desree  conneded.  - 


Knng's 
meffage  to 
Ld,   Chat- 
ham. 


A  few  days  after  the  riling  of  Parliament, 
whicli  was  on  the  fecond  day  of  July,  the 
King  Wrote  a  letter  with  his  own  hand  to 
Lord  Chatham,  who  lay  lick  at  Hampftead, 
acquainting  him  of  his  x*elblution  to  make 
Ibme  alterations  in  his  fcrvants,  and  defiring 
his  afliftance  or  advice.  Lord  Chatham  re- 
turned a  verbal  anfwer  to  this  tSe^j  **  Thai 
luch  was  his  ill  ftate  of  health,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  muft  hot  expedt  from  him  any  further 
advice,  or  afliftance,  in  any 
♦whatever.'* 


arrangeme&t 


It 
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tt  being  now  certain,  that   appiicatioii    ^j^xai.' 
muft  be  made  to  fome  part  of  the  Oppofi-    ""^"^"^^ 
tion,  the  Duke  of  Newcaji/e,  who  dreaded'  f^HJ^X 
nothing  fo  much  is  a  divifion  of  them,  and   ?ervc  ^tht 
therefore  had  for  fome  time  ftrongly  recbm-   ul^oppofi* 
mended  a  firm  union  among  them,  againft  ^'''^' 
the  fecfet  defigns  of  the  FaVourite;  whom 
he  fufpedcd  wOuld  repeat  his  old  trick  df 
dlvidiiig  them.     His  Grace  converfed  with 
the  friends  of  all  the  leaders  in  the  Oppofi- 
tion;   and  prefled  with  particular  ailiduily 
and  extraordinary  ardour,  the  great  and  in* 
difpenfible  neceffity  of  a  faithful  and  fteadjr 
adherence  to  each'  other4     He  fhewed  the 
advantages  which  muil  refult  from  fuch  an 
union,  and  exhibited  the  wretched  and  ruin^ 
ed  Situation  into  which  any  part  of  them 
muft  inevitably  fall,  if  they  futfer  them^ 
ielves  to  be  feduced  from  their  friends  *     His 
Grace  took  infinite  pains  to  unite  the  hoiifes 
of  Rufe/  and  Wentwortb ;  left,  by  the  fecret 
machinations    of    the     Favourite   (againft 
whofe  pernicious  influence  no  adminiftration 
had  hitherto  been  able  to  ftand,  the  moment 
he  chojfe  to  become  their  enemy),  either  of 
them  fhould  be  over-*reached,  or  drawn  in 
by  a  principle  of  miftaken  daity ;  when,  in 
I  2  reality 
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reality,  it  was  a  much  more  eflential  duty, 
and  a  rtiatter  of  ftrid:  jufticcy  to  enquire  af- 
ter the  author  of  the  public  grievances^  than 
to  connive  at  the  protedion  afforded  him< 
With  a  view  to  the  final  accomplifhment  of 
this  .union,  fo  extremely  interefting  to  the 
welfare  of  the  country,  the  Lords  Gower, 
fFeymoutp,  and  Mr.  Rigby^  dined  with  his 
Grace  at  Claremont ;  and  a  few  days  after- 
wards (July  5,  1767),  the  Marquis  of  i^^^iJ- 
ingbamf  and  feveral  of  his  friends,  dined  like-' 
wife  with  his  Grace  at  the  fame  place. 

At  this  period  we  will  leave  the  Oppofi- 
tion,  and  turn  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Court. 

In  confequence  0/  thd  verbal  dnfwer  re-* 
ceived  from  Hampflead,  the  Favourite  ap- 
plied to  his  former  afTociate,  Lord  Holland^ 
who  had  fo  materially  afSfled  him  in  pro- 
curing an  approbation  of  the  late  peace,  and, 
other  meafures.  That  perfon  fcnt  him  his 
advice  on  Sunday  morning,  July  the  fifth  5 
fbon  after  tlie  receipt  of  which,  the  Favou- 
rite fet  out  for  Richmond ;  and  it  was  re- 
markable, and  much  taken  notice  of  at  the 

timc^ 
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time,  that  the  King  did  not  come  to  town 
that  day.  Whatever  was  the  plan  then 
adopted  for  a  new  arrangement  of  minifters 
is  not  exaftly  known ;  and  if  it  were,  might 
be  more  decently  guefled  than  related.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  that  part  of  the  Oppofition 
liippofed  to  be  the  leaft  hoftile  to  the  Fa- 
VQurite,  was  immediately  applied  to.  The 
Duke  of  Grajion  wrote  a  letter,  by  order  of 
the  Court,  to  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham^ 
*^  requefting  his  Lordfhip's  return  to  court, 
to  aiSft  in  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  R^dling-'^ 
affairs.'*  This  naturally  brought  on  an  in-  ^^"'* 
terview  between  the  Duke  and  the  Marquis ; 
)vhen,  among  other  things,  his  Grace  faid, 
"  That  he  was  tired  ctf  his  office,  and  wiflicd 
his  Lordfliip  might  be  his "  fucceflbr.'^  Lord 
Rockingham  aikcd,  *'  Whether  his  Grace  faid^ 
this  from  his  own,  or  the  authority  of  an 
higher  power."  The  Duke  faid,  "  he  could 
not  anfwer  that  queftion.*'  The  conference 
broke  oiF;  but  two  days  after  was  renewed ; 
when  Lord  Rockingham  aiked  the  Duke, 
"  Whether  he  was  treating  with  the  King's 
Minifter,  or  with  t\k  Duke  oi  Grafton.'^ --^ 
The  Puke  anfwcred,  '^  with  the-^  King's 
J^Iinifter/'.  hord- Rockingham  then  faidi '  *^  Ke^ 
I  7  ^oul4 
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xxxiit    WP^W  not  conclude  upon  any  thing     with 
^5?<5g>^  out  the    advice    and    participation    pf  his 
friends/' 

Accordingly,-  pn  Saturday  July  iii  he  fct 
out  for  Wooburn,  the  fwt  of  the  Duke  of 
Bedfordf  where  he  found  Lord  Alhemarle^ 
who  had  flopped  there  in  his  way  to  Bux-. 
ton  \  when  the  above  particulars  being  laid 
DecUrati.   before  his  Graces    he   faid,  ^*  that  as  the 
iKikc^*  Great   Perfonage   had  made  choice  of  the 
andothert,  Marquis  pf  l{0r>(m|^i6<i^  for  his  mipifter,  hei 
^  ihould  readily  acquiefce  in  that  nomination^ 
for  the  fi^ke  of  putting  an  end  to  parties, 
and  of  reftoring  unaninjity,    fo  peculiarly 
wanting  at  this  time^  in  the; management  of 
the  puf)lic  bufinef? ;  but  though  he  renounc- 
ed all  pretenfions  to  any  pl^ce  or  ei^unient 
for  himielf,  yet  he  did  not  mean  that  his 
ffiends  ihou}d,  for  that  reafon,.bc  excluded  : 
on  th§  contrary,    he  ftipulated,    that  they 
ihould  he  considered  in  the  new  arrange- 
ment ;  and  upon  that  condition  h?  cheerful- 
ly offered  his  fupport  to  the  adminiftrationt 
And  added,    that  if  the  King  had   made 
choice,  of  rhipifelf  to  tteat  with,  he  ihould 
hav?  expend  the:f|gr>5:i{4adiof 
,  ,  v/  ^  '  from 
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from  his  Lordfhip,  regarding  himfelf  perfon-  xxxiu, . 
ally,  and  his  friends  fhould,  in  like  manner, 
have  been  taken  care  of.  However,  his 
Grace  faid,  that  all  this  was  conditionally 
only,  for  that  he  and  Lord  Temple  and  Mr. 
Grenville  were  one,  and  that  he  would  not 
proceed  without  confulting  them. — The  in- 
formation given  concerning  the  plan  was, 
that  as  to  meafures,  particularly  American 
.meafufes.  Lord  Rockingham  hoped  they 
might  be  fettled  to  the  joint  fatisfiidion  of 
the  Duke  of  Bedford^  Lord  Temple j  and  Mr. 
GreTTvilkf  and  as  to  men.  Lord  Rockingham 
declared  for  a  wide  and  comprchenfivefyftem. 
— ^The  anfwer  returned  to  this  communica- 
tion by  Lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Grenville  was, 
that  they  concurred  in  the  idea  of  a  com^ 
prehenfive  adminiftraticin,  as  the  likelieft  to 
be  permanent,  and  that  they  were  ready  to 
iUpport  fuch  an  adminiftration,  though  out 
of  office  (Mr.  Grenville  having  before  in^* 
iifl:ed>  that  his  name  (hould  not  be  mention- 
ed for  any  office,  having  determined  long 
ago  not  to  be  obtruded  on  the  King),  pro-^ 
vided  they  adopted  fuch  meafures  as  could 
fatisfy  them,  and  particularly  the  'capit4 
meafure  of  aiferting*  and  eftabliihing  this  for- 

vi^reignty 
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x^xtiL*  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  colonies  were  afferted  and  main- 
^^C!^  taincd.  Much  altercation  inftantly  arofe 
upon  reading  this  letter.  The  Marquis  of 
Rockingham  was  warm :  the'Dukc  of  Bed- 
ford remarkably  cool  and  teniperatc.  At 
length.  Lord  Sandwich  faid,  **  that  it  was 
needlefs  to  debate  about  that  letter,  for  he 
was  certain  they  all  meant  the  fame  thing  -, 
that  their  condudt  refpefting  the  colonies 
muft  be  regulated  by  the '  future  behaviour 
of  the  colonies,  and  not  by  any  regard  or 
retrofpedt  to  former  tranfaftions.  If  the 
colonies,  added  his  Lordfliip,  are  dutiful 
and  loyal,  there  will  be  no  occafion  to  excr- 
cife  any  extraordinary  power  over  them ; 
and  if  they  fhould  be  otherwife,  he  did  not 
doubt  but  all  prefent,  as  well  as.  their  friends, 
would  join  in  every  proper  and  ncceflary 
meafure  to  enforce  obediencp.  This  reafon- 
ing  being  approved  of,  and  all  uniting  in 
the  fame  fentiment,  Mr.  Dowdepwdl  took 
up  the  letter,  and  ftruck  out  the  two  words 
ajferted  and  maintained,  and  put  in  fuppor ted 
and  ejiablijhed.  Here  all  altercation  upon 
this  fubjed:  entirely  ended,  Mr.  Rigby  fdlded 
up  the  letter,  and  put  it  into  his  pocket,  and 
there  was  not  another  word  utteretfconcern- 


mg  It. 
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They  then  came  to  the  arraiigefmeiit  of   xxxiu. 
men  to  the  great  offices;  the  fubjeft  upon  ^"^^1^6^ 
which  they  met.     The  Marquis  of  Rocking^ 
bam  propofed  himfelf  for  th^  firft  Lord  of 
the  Treafury  5  with  the  powers  ufually  an- 
nexed to  that  pofti  and  Mr.  DowdefweU  for 
his  Chancellor   of  the.  Exchequer;   to   all 
which  the  Duke  of  Bedford  agreed.     The 
Marquis  next  propofed  Mr.  Conway  for  Se^ 
cretary  of  State,  and  Minijier  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.     To  which  the  Duke  of  Bed^ 
ford  faid,  "  that  he  had  for  two  feflions  feen 
fufficient  proofs  of  Mr.  Conway's  inability 
in  a  civil  capacity,  ever  to  agree  to  that  pro- 
pofal ;  th*t  he  thought  the  military  was  Mr. 
Conway* s  proper  line;  that  he  had  always 
entertained  a  very  high  opinion  of  him  as  a 
piilitary  officer ;  that  he  had  not  the  leaft  ^ 
objeftion  to  Mr.  Conway's  being  amply  pro- 
vided for  on  the  military  eftablifhment ;  nay, 
to  his  being  gratified  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
wiihcs.*' 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  faid,  ^'  that  conf«r- 
it  was  a  pfopof^l  from  which  he  could  not  br^ksoff. 
recede ;"  and  other  words  to  the  fame  efFea^ 
Upon  which  Mr  r  High  faid,  «  that  they 

ftopt 
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xxxiL    ^®f*^  *'  *^  threftioId|  and  that  it  was  nced- 
"•""JJ^  Ifcfs  tp  go  any  further  into'the  matterr* 

Here  the  conference  ended. — No  other 
particulars^  or  conditions  -were  even  tnen- 
tionedt 

Import.  In  a  corrupt  fyftem  of  government,  the 

mlnlfteJo^f  Minijler  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  or  Mana- 
pf*com-*  ger^  as  he  is  fometimes  called,  is  the  firil 
efficient  *  mmiftcr  in  the  ftate.  His  confe- 
quence  cannot ,  be  mofe  clearly  fliewn  tha^ 
by  the  abrupt  conclufion  of  the  preceding 
conference.— After  lb  jnany.  opppfitp  irjt?^ 
r^^%  had  been  reconciled,  a|id  fo  rpiany  great 
facrifices  had  been  made^  to  remove  ip4ivi- 
dual  jealoi}fie3,  andt6  gftablilh  public  harmo-. 
ny — all  tlief?  were,  but  as  a  phantom — ^they 
all  vaniihed  in  a  moment — when  the  ap^- 
ppintment  of  this  new  Minijier  qgme  under 
difcufliop.  S^agh  p^rty  Ayilhfd  tp  nominate 
him.  They  differed,  and  feparated  upo© 
that  point  only — not  in  contention  for  places, 
but  in  a  contention  for  fonder*  Whoever  is 
the  minifter  of  the  ^oyf§  of  Cpjwnons,  has 

^    •  A    4iitinStpn^firft   inldi?   ule^  of  by  Lord.  M^imsfield 
t— between  efficient  aqd  officialr-b«riVjc^  cojafidcntjal.  an^ 

oilenfiblc. 

-  the 
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the  power  of  fupporting  the  meafures  of  go-    xx^aii! 
vernment.     Lord  RociihgAaM  wanted  Mr. .  ^""'T^o?^ 
Conway i  becaufe  he  intended  to  perfeverc  ia 
his  dwn.fyftem,  with  refpeft  to  Amerkay. 
The  Duke  of  Bedford  intended  to  have  n0»-» 
minated  Mr.  Rigbyt  becaufc  he  intended  to. 
purfue  the  Court  iyftem>  which  Mr.  Gren^ 
ville    had    adopted,     of    taxing    America* 
America    was    therefore    the    true    caufe  ^ 

'^  America 

of  this  conference  breaking*  off*  .  Svibfe** .  ^^^^^^^^««' 
quent  events  have  proved,  whofe  policy 
was  right.  Had  Lord  Rockingham  been 
minifter,  America  would  ftill,  in  all  proba- 
bility, have  belonged  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain.  Or  had  this  fyftem  of  appointing  a 
minifter  of  the  Houfe  of  Comhions  been 
abandoned,  that,  and  other  important  bene- 
fits, would,  no  doubt,  have  continued  i  be- 
caule  the  members  would  have  been  left  to 
the  free  exercife  of  their  own  judgment. 

It  is  impoffible  to  difmife  this,  point  with- 
out a  (hort  apoftrophe,  on  the  alarming  ftate 
of  Britilh  depravity.  If  the  adminiftration 
of  annual  bribes  to  the  Members  of  the  Le- 
giflature>  independent  of  the  influence  of 
places,  public  and  private,  is  become  fo  ne- 

ceifary 
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xxxiit  ccfl^y>  and  the  prafticc  fo  mechanical  as  to 
^•^■^^^^  coraprife  the  moji  ejjential  department  of  go- 
vernment—is  it  n^  a  matter  of  indelible 
difgrace  on  the  nation,  aiid  on  the  conftitu- 
tion  I  There  is  no  fpecies  of  corruption  to 
be  found  in  the  ancient  gosp^emments  that 
equals  it.  It  is  a  perfeA  l^rricide.  The 
Britifli  empire  has  been  difmembered  by  it 
— fo  fatally  true  is  that 'maxim  of  Lord 
Burleigh f  *^  ttat  England  can  never  be  lun- 

done  but  hy  her  Parliament  *.** 

Notwith- 

•  Of  the  many  FACTS  which  might  be  ftated,  the  fol- 
lowing may  ferve  for  a  fpecimcn ; 
'  Towards  the  .etid  of  the  feflion,  the  Secretary  of  die  Trea- 

fury,  Mr.  Bradfiaw,  one  day  accofts  Mr.  Lonmdes  (Mem- 
ber for  Bucks)  with.  Sir,  you  ha'vt  voted  <with  us  all  the 
winter:  fame  return  is  ufually  expert d  upon  thefe  o^cafions  J  and 
as  ive  are  much  obliged  to  you  pr  your  conjlant  fupporty  if  you 
chufi  to  accept  of  two  hundred  Lottery  Tickets,  at  Ten  Pounds 
each,  they  are  at  your/ervife,  Mr..  Lowndes  bowed,  cxprefled 
his  great  friendlhip  for  the  Secretary,  and  accepted  of  the 
offer ;  adding  only.  That  as  the  fcffion  was  juft  upon  the 
clofe,  he  (hould,  as  /oon  as  it  was  finiflied,  gor  into  the 
country  upon  his  priv^e  affairs ;  and  begged  thfe  tickets 
might  be  fentto  fuch  a  one,  his  hanker;  which  the  Secre- 
tary having  promifed  to  comply  with,  they  parted*  Mr. 
Lowndes  went  to  Winflow.  The  tickets  were  delivered  : 
none,  however,  were  font  to  Mr.  Lowndes's  banker.  The 
rcafon  of  which  was,  they  had  been  diffributcd  among  that 
part  of  the  Common  Council  who  voted  againft  the  Livery 
having  the  ufe  of  X^.uildhall.     Mr.  Lowndes »  hearing  no* 

thing 
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Notwithftanding  the  conference  ended  in    xxxin 


the  manner  that  has  been  already  related, 

*  the 

thing  of  the  uckets,  wrote  to  his  banker,  who  returned  for 
anfwer,  that  he  had  not  received,  nor  heard  of,  any  tickets. 
Mr.  Lowndes  next  wrote  to  Mr.  Bradjhaiu,  who  in  his 
anfWer,  **  begged  a  thoufiind  pardons  ;  that  the  matter  had 
quite  flipped  his  memory  ;  that  the  tickets  were  all  difpofed 
of,  except  fiveiand-twcnty,  which  were  at  his  fervice." 
Mr.  L^nuudes  meanly  accepted  of  the  twenty-five,  and  they, 
were  feat  to  his  banker's. — ^By  thefe  tickets  he  probably 
cleared  about  one  hundred  pounds.  Such  was  his  douceur  for 
voting  one  feflion  with  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 

In  a  late  Parliament,  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  had  nine  mem- 
bers in  his  in tereil— Might  not  any  European  prince  have 
twice  that  number  by  the  fame  means  l-^-^S^o  not  theie  fa£b 
fpeak  (Ironger  than  a  thoufand  arguments,  the  neoe£ty  of 
a  Parliamentary  Reform  ? 

But  it  is  further  remarkable,  that  in  the  bread  of  every 
honeft  man  it  muf^  be  matter  of  .iincere  lamentation,  that 
douceurs  have  been  given  ta  the  Judges.—- Sir  RUhard 
Aftow,  in  particular,  was  ieen  felling  his  tickets  in  'Change 
Alley ;  and  when  the  fa&  was  mentioned  to  him  at  the  Old 
Bailey  at  dinner,  he  confefTed  it,  and  (aid,  he  had  as  good 
a  right  to  felliiis  tickets  as  Mr.  Juftice  ffiUeSf  or  any  body 
elfe. — ^Is  not  this  circumfta^ce  a  (iill  anfwer  to  all  the  en- 
-tomiums  pn  the  independence  of  the  Judges  ? 

But  what  Mr.  Alderman  Janus  Town/end  faid  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  on  the  fixth  day  of  December  1770*  is,  if 
poffible,  ^of  more,  importance  than  the  preceding.  '  I  am 
'  afraid,'  hb  iaid,  *  that  there  is  too  great  a  vicinity  be- 
*  tween  Weftrainfter-Jiall  and  St.  James's.  I  fufpe^i,  and 
'  the  people  fufpeft,  that  their  correfpondence  is  too  clofe 
'  ahd  intimate.    But  why  do  I  (ay.  it  is  fufpefted  ?  It  is  a 

•  known - 
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I A  p.  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  having  occafiori  td 
make  a  vifit  to  the  Duk?  of  Newc,aJ}/e,  his 
Lordfhip   went    next    morning    (Tuefday> 


*7<^7' 


known  avowed  fa^«  A  latcS  Jddge,  equally:  riimafkable 
for  his  knowledge  and  integrity,  was  tampered  with  by 
adminiftratiofl.  He  was  folicited  to  favour  the  Crown  in 
certain  trials,  which  were  then  depending  between  it  and 
the  fiibjeft.  I  hca^fome  gentlemen  defiriftg  me  to  name 
the  Judge ;  but  thef e  is  no  neceffity  for  it.  (Sir  Jofiph 
Tatis  was  thi  JuJgi  meant).  The  fadl  is  known  to  feveral 
members  oi  this  Houfe ;  and  if  I  do  not  fpeik  truth,  -let 
thofe  who  can,  contradi£t  me.  I  Call  upon  them  to  rife, 
that  the  public  may  not  be  abufed— but  all  are  filent,  and 
can  as  little  invalidate  what  I  have  faid,  as  what  I  am 
going  to  fay.  This  great,  this  honeft  Judge,  being  thus 
folicited  in  vain,  what  was  now  to  be  done  ?  What  was  the  laji 
rcfource  of  baffled  injuftice  ?  that  was  learned  from  a  fhort 
converfation  which  pafTed  between  him  and  fome  friends, 
a  little  before  Ms  death.  The  laft  and  moft  powerful  en- 
gine wa5  applied,  A  letter  was  fent  him  diredly  from  a 
Great  Pcrfonage  ;  but  as  he  fufpe£ted  it  to  contain  fome-* 
thing  di(honourable,  he  fent  it  back  uiiiopenedf  He  could 
not  die  In  peace  'till  he  had  difclofed  this  fcene  of  ini- 
quity V* 

And  in  a  pataipblet,  publiHied  by  Robert  Morris  ECq,  of 
Lincoln's-Inn,  entitled,  J  Letler  to  Sir  Richard  jfflon,  are 
thefe  words,  '  Whilfl  the  offence  of  libelling  is  treated  asr 
«  the  r^o&.  dangerous,  hateful,  and  flagitious,  the  King  is 

*  cottfulted  upon  the'  revenge  which  he  would  chufe  to  take 

*  upon  his  admoniihers  i  for  it  was  manifefl,  from  Mr;  Jufticd 

*  4^o«'s  Speech,  in  paiSng  fentence  upon  one  of  the  publifh- 

*  ers  of  Junius's  Letters,  that  his  Majefly  was  aot  quite  Out 
'  of  the  fecret  of  that  prpfeciTtion."    Page  ^j. 

July 
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July  2i),  when  the  Duke  took  an  oppor--    xxxin. 
tunity.  of  refuming  the  fubjed  of  the  pre-  ^''''^i^lCr^ 
ceding  conference :    "  He  earneftly  conjured 
his  Lordfhip  to  exert  his  abilities,  and  em- 
ploy all  his  good  offices  in  endeavouring  to 
reconcile  the  parties  who  had  differed ;  he 
urged  again,  and  again,  the  neceffity  of  their 
agreeing  upon  this  important  occafion :  he 
trembled  for  the  raifchiefs  and  dangers  which 
muft  arife  from  a  divifion  of  their  ftrength 
and  intereft ;  and  concluded  with  repeatedly 
fupplicating,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  that  they 
might  be  brought  together  again  to  his  houfe 
that  evening,"     Lord  Sandwich  waited  on 
the  Duke  oi  Bedford ;  and  the  Duke  oiNewj 
caftle  went  himfelf  to  the  Marquis  of  Rod* 
ingbam.    Accordingly  the  following  five  met  second 
at  Newcaftle-houfe  that  evening,  viz.  the  ^^*'^- 
Pukes  of  Bedford  and  NewcaJHe^  the  Marquis  ^°^^^- 
Q?  Rockingham,   Mr.   Dowdefwel/,  znd  ^4^ 
Highy^     When  the  Marquis  infifting  on  the 
propofal  he  had  before  made  refpefting  Mr* 
Conway,  and  declaring  that  he  would  not 
^grcc  to  any  arrangement  in  which  Mr.  Cw- 
my  was  not  included  in  that  capacity ;  jind 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  refufing  to  agree  to  it, 
the  conference  finally  broke  off, 
yoLf  n.  K  Next 
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xxxiiL  Next  day,  Wcdncfday,  the  Marquis  of 
^^^7^(^  Rockingham  waited  on  the  King  at  St.  James's, 
ingham"^  '  and  relpcdlfully  acquainted  his  Majefty,  that 

waits  on         iij  ^  *     r  ' 

the  King,  ne  had  met  his  friends,  who  had  agreed  to  his 
propofal  of  his  being  firft  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
fury;  but  that  they  had  differed  in  jpro- 
viding  for  Mr,  Conway^  and  that  in  confe-. 
quence  of  that  difference,  he  had  no  plan  of 
.  adminiftration  to  lay  before  him.  The 
King  thanked  his  Lordfhip  for  the  pains  he 
had  taken,  and  the  regard  he  had  fhewn  for 
his  fervice ;  but  added,  that  be  never  knew  the 
Treafury  was  itit ended  for  his  Lordjhip  *. 

From 

*  The  moment  the  Marqub  q£  Rockingham  oame  outof  (he 
King's  clofetj  Lord  Holland  was  immediately  ihtroduced  to  his 

Majefty ;  with  whom  he  continued  for  fome  time. ^In  Lord 

Bathes  pamphlet  (Seafonable  Hints ^  edit,  1 761,  p.  37^,  of 
which  Mr.  Burke  fays,  (Thoughts  on  DifeontentSp  edit,  ijjo^ 
P*  23 Js  **  there  iirfl  appeared  the  idea  of  feparating  the  Court 
from  the  adminiftration," — are  the  following  lines  :— 

"  Though  the  wings  of  prerogative  have  been  cUptj  the 
influence  of  the  Crown  is  greater  than  ever  it  \^as  in  any  pe- 
riod of  our  hiftory.  For,  when  we  confidcr  in  how  many 
boroughs  the  Government  has  the  voters  at  its  Qommand ; 
when  we  coniider  the  extenfivc  influence  of  the  money  cor- 
porations, fubicription  jobbers,  and  contradors  ;  the  endlefs 
dependence  created  6y  the  obligations  conferred  on  the  bulk 
of  the  gentlemens*  families  throughout  the  kingdom,  who  have 
relations  preferred,  in  our  navy,  and  numerous  Handing  army : 

.     when. 
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From  the  conclufion  of  this,  anfwcr  it   is    %^^i{. 
clear,  that  either  the  Marquis  oi  Rockingham  ^"^7?^ 
greatly  miftook  the  Duke  of  Grafton  in  the 
conferences  he  had  with  his  Grace ;  or  that 
his  Grace  was  not  fufficiently  candid  and  ex- 
plicit in  his  converfations  with  the  Marquis. 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  waited  on  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  (Thurfday  July  23),  and 
exprefled  his  defire  that  no  difference  might 
arife  between  them  on  account  of  what  had 
pafled,  but  that  they  might  continue  in  the 
fame  union  and  friendfhip  as  before ;  which 
was  accepted. 

On  Friday  July  24,  Mr.  Conway  attempt- 
ed to  renew  the  negociation  with  the  Mar- 
quis of  Rockingham,  feparatelyj  but  the 
Marquis  refufed  to  leave  his  friends* 

when,  I  fay,  wc  coo^der  how  wide^  how  binding  a  depen- 
dence on  the  Crown  is  created  by  the  above  particulars  ^  and 
the  great,  the  enormous  weight  and  influence  which  the  Crown 
derives  from  tliis  extenfive  dependence  upon  its  &vours  and 
power ;  and  lord  in  nnaUing^  any  lard  of  the  bed-chamber,  ai^ 
ffuin,  may  be  affointed  Minifter^^* 

A  doarine  to  this  effcft,  was  the  advice  which  Lord  «r/- 
land  gave  Ws  Majefty. 

K   3  All 
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xxxiH        ^^^  negotiation  being  now  at  an  end,  th^ 

Vnr^  leading   perfpns   in   adminiftratipn  met   to 

confider  on  wliat  ftiould  be  their  future  cotirt 

duft.     They  all  agreed  tp  retoaii>  iR  their 

places/' 
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CHAP-    X^CXlV. 

*4fti  TOWNSHEND  RESOLVES  TO  BE  Ml-^ 
NISTER  —  DIES  —  LORD  NORTH  AP- 
POINTED— LORD  CHATHAM  GOES  IN-: 
TO     SOMERSETSHIRE— THE     BEDl^ORD 

INTEREST      JOIN      THE      MINISTRY 

DUKE  OF  BEDFORD  S  APOLOGY  TO  MR^ 
GRENVILLEi  AND  MR.  GRENVILLE'S 
ANSWER — LORD  CHATHAM  RETURNS 
To    HAYES — FRENCH    PURCHASE    COR-^ 

6ICA DIFFERENCE      BETWEEH    THE 

DUKE  Of    BEDFORD    AND    LORD  SHEL-" 

BURNE LORD    ROGHFGRD    RESIGNS — 

LORD     SHELBURNE      RESIGNS  FINE 

DIAMOND    RING    PRESENTED    TO    HIS 

•    MAJESTV  LORD     ROCHFORD     MADE 

SECRETARY  OP  STATE,  WITH  »HE 
REASONS — LORD  CHATHAM  RESIGNS! 
* — LORP  TOWNSHEND  CONTINUED  IvN 
IRELAND4 


MR.   TOWNSHEND   obfcrving,    that 
^^-r u^j  1 ^^1 ru:^  :^  s.u^ 


preceding  negotiatLon  for  a  change  of  itiihi- 


chXp'. 

XXXIV. 

no  notice  had  been  taken  of  him  in  the   ^*^7?C**^. 

Mr.Town- 
'  Ihend  re- 

fters,  refolved  to  refent  this  contemptii  with  m^ctev. 
tvhich  he  had  beeii  treated.     Adminiftration 
had  been  for  fome  titne  without  a  leader, 
K  3  and 
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XXXIV.'  and  was  ftill  confidered  to  be  in  that  fubor- 
1767.  dinate  capacity.  Lord  Chatham  was  thought 
to  be  irrecoverable.  This  fituatioA  .fecmed 
to  afford  him  an  opportunity  for  the  un- 
controuled  exercife  of  his  talents.  He  de- 
termined to  embrace  it.  Therefore  h?  in- 
^  jftantly  joined  the  Court;  with  the  moft  full 
and  explicit  declaration  of  finccrity  *.  His 
alliance  was  favourably  received;  and  he 
gave  a  proof  of  his  power,  by  creating  his 
lady  an  Ehglifh  Peerefs,  with  the  remainder 
to  his' fon.  Had  he' lived,  he  would  have 
been'fifft  Lord  of  the  Treafury^  before  the 
ciifuing  '  ieilion  of  Parliament ;  and  Mr. 
Torke  was  to  have  been  Chancellor. '  His 
Jores.  death,  which  happened  early  in  the  month 
of  September,  threw  both  the  Court  and  the 
MiiMry  into  frefh  difficulties.  Every  effort 
had  been  made  to  form  a  new  adminiftration 
in  vain.  Every  party  had  been  folicited, 
individuals  feparately,  and  connections  joint- 
ly, without  fuccefs.  But  there  was  one  part 
of  the  Royal  Family, that  had  not  publicly 
appeared  ip  any  of  thefe  negotiations :  this 
was  the  Princefs  of  Wales. 

*  He  brought  in  the  bill  layhrg  a*  duty  upon  tea  in  Ame- 
rica.   (See  Appendix  U.) 


OF  THE  SaRL  of  CHATHAM^,  '  135 

Mn  'Townjhend'^  place  of  Chancellor  of  xx)av! 
the  Exchequer  was  offered  to  feveral  Gentle-  ^*t^^[^ 
men,  who  refufed  to  accept  of  it.  At  length 
it  was  thought  of  giving  it  to  Lord  Bar^ 
rington^  pro  tempore.  Lord  Mansfield  at-*  • 
tempted  to  open  a  negotiation  with  the 
Duke  of  Bedford.  But  his  Grace  refufed  to 
enter  into  any  feparate  treaty.  Lord  Norths 
who,  during  Mr.  Grenvtlle'%  adminiftration, 
had  been  entrufted  with  all  the  motions 
againft  Mr.  Wilkes^  was  deiired  to  fucceed 
Mr;  Townjhendy  but  he  declined  it.  The 
Princefs  of  Wales  went  to  the  King.  His 
Lordfhip  was  again  entreated — he  tobk  time 
to  confider  of  it — he  confulted  his  father. — ^  appoinicd. 
After  heiitating-  three  weeks,  he  yielded* 
The  Princefs's  influence  prevailed.  Mr. 
Thomas  Townfliend^  now  Lord  Sydney j  fuc-^ 
ceeded  Lord  North  at  the  Pay-office,  and 
Mr.  Jenkinfoh  fucceeded  Mr-  TowJifhend  at 
the  Treafury. 

In  making  this  afrangementj  no  commu- 
nication was  had  with  Lord  Chathaniy  by 
either  the  Court,  or  the  Miniftry.  As  foon 
as  his  health  permitted,  he  retired  into  So-   Lord  chat- 

*  ham  goes  to 

merfetfhire.     His  departure  from  the  vici-  somerfet. 
K  4  nity   ^ 


CHAP. 
XXXIV. 


X767. 


136  ANECDOTES  AND  SPEECHES 

nity  of  the  metropolis,  though  he  had  not 
hcen  confulted  in  any  bufinefs  whatever^  was 
coniidiered  by  the  Miniftry  as  a  kind  of  dere- 
liction. However,  he  continued  to  hold  the 
Privy  Seal. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton,  who  fometime  ago 
wifhed  to  refign,  on  account  of  Lord  CJbat^ 
6am' s  infirmity  *,  now  changed  his  opinion  5 
but  Lord  Nortbington  and  General  Conway 
ftill  exprefling  their  defire  torefign,  his  Grace 
refolved  to  try  the  friends  of  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  once  more.  If  they  had  refufed,  he 
muft  have  refigned,  and  a  new  adminiftra- 
tion  muft  have  been  formed.  But  the  per- 
Beaford  fons  to  whom  his  Grace  made  his  offers, 
h»nthe  could  not  withftand  the  temptation  any 
longer;  they  feparated  from  their  friends 
and  allies;  thereby  preventing  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  able  and  powerful  adminiftration^ 
and  bargained  to  fupport  the  prefent,  which 
feemed  toconfift  of  the  remnants  and  refufe 
of  feveral  parties.     Lord  Gower  was  made 

'  *  Lord  Brijioigsvc  the  fame  reaTon.  for  refigning  the  Lieu- 
tenancy of  Ireland  at  the  end  of  July,  "  That  he  had  no  hope 
of  having  the  advice,  diredion,  and  affiftance  of  Lord  Chat- 
hfim.^^    Upon  which  Lord  Townjhend^z^  appointed. 

Lord 
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Lord  Prefident,  in  the  room  of  Loxd  Nort£^    xxxxv^ 
ington  I  \jx^Weymmtb  Secretary  of  StatCf  "^""^IjC^ 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Conway ;    Mr.  Rigby 
Vicc-trcafuncf  of  Ireland^  ia  .the  room  of 
Mr.  Ofioald^  who  had  a  large  penfion  and  a  • 

lucrative  reveriion.  Lord  HiHjbormigb  wa^ 
made  Secretary  of  State  for  America  *•  Lord 
Sandwich  made  Poftmafter,  &c.  While  the 
negotiation  for  thefe  changes  was  under  con- 
fideration,  the  Duke  of  Bedford  faid  to  Mr. 
Grenville^  '  That  he  hoped  it  wbuld  not  be  o.^fBed- 
*  confidered  as  a  breach  of  good  faith*  if  his  [^^^'^^p** 
'  friends  thought  themfelvcs   at  liberty  to 

•  The  creation  of  this  new  office,  aad  the  charafter  of  the 
noble  Lord  who  was  appointed  to  it,  w^rc  fuch  ftrong  marks 
of  th6  defigns,  the  plan,  and  the  refolution  taken,  with  rc^ 
fpea  to  the  Colonieii,  that  an  alarm  ihftantlyr  went  fortH 
ainongft  them.  Nothing  could  ftiore  clearly  fignify,  that,  t}^ 
CoBjt  were  preparing  to  make  them  the  objedls  of  fome  ex- 
traordinary meafure— fince  anptber  Secretary  of  State,  with  4 
complete  cftablifhmcnt  of  office,  had  been  appointed  fepa- 
rat;ly  and  diilin^ly,  for  this  department— at  a  time  of  great 
inconvenience  to  his  Majefty — when  the  Civil  Lift  was  deeply 
inarrean  His  Lordfhip's  firft  important  aft  of  office,  was 
ftnding  Lord  Betuteurt,  Governor  of  Virginia;  and  his  apo- 
logy for  it  was,  nat  the  nomination  tami  from  a  hither  *au^ 
thmty. 

Lord  Chefterfield  fays  in  his  Letters,  that  Lord  Bute  was 
backwards  and  forwards  at  this  time---from  Luton  to  London. 

*'  accept 
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%^^;   Lord  Lanfdown,  then  Lord  Sbelburnef  was  fbf 

^-"J^l^  hord  Tani&vi/Ie^i  and  the  Duke  of  B^^n/ 

bit^r   for.  Sir  ^.  Xywi&.    The  latter  was  appointed- 

S*B?dfo?d  But  this  was  not  the  only  ihfbncc  in  which 

ahtibttrnl  the  Secretary  of  State  had  been  over-niledy 

in  the  afikir  of  Coriica.     He  confidered  the 

acceiiion  of  Coriica  to  France^  an  object:  of 

importance  to  Great  Britain;    and   being 

deeply  impreiSed  with  this  opinion^  ha  in* 

ftruded  Lord  Rocbfordi  the  Britilh  Minifter 

at  the  French  court,  to  rcmonftrafe  ftrong- 

ly  againft  this  atquifition  to  France.     The 

French  minifter  treated   the  remonftrance 

with  contempt.     The  fad  is^  he  knew  the 

lentiments  of  the  Britifh  Court  better  than 

the  Britifh  Minifter.     In  a  ihort  time.  Lord 

Rdcbford  found  that  hiis  inftxui^ion  were  dif« 

td.  Roch-*  avowed  by  his  own  court-     Upon  receiving 

fi«n»'         information    he    refigrved    his    diplomatic^ 

charafler,   and  returned  to  London^      The 

Secretary  of  State  now  difcovering  the  dupe 

he    had   been   made,    and   the   deceptions 

•  His  Lofdihip  was  one  of  the  five  Lords  who  voted 
againft  the  Aftierican  Declaratory  Bill  in  1766.  The  other 
tbox  were  the  Lords  Cornwallis^i  Torrington^  Shelborne,  and 
Camden. 

♦  For  this  vote  Lord  Chatham  made  Dr,  CoriiwaUis  Archtnlhop  of 

Canterbury, 

which 
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which  had  been  pnuaifed  upon  him,  refigned  %^^^' 
alio  *.  When  the  court  of  Turin  faw  that  * — ^^— ' 
the  Britifh  cabinet  were  indifferent  to  the  J-ordshd- 

burne  rt** 

aggrandizement  of  France,  the  Kirfg  of  Sar-  H^^ 
dJnia^  immediately  attached  himfelf  to  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  •  Upon  the  refignation  of 
Lord  Lanfdownf  Lord  Rocbford  was  made 
Secretary  of  State,  in  the  month  of  Odto- 
ber  1768.     But  to  relieve  the  French  mini-  Ld.  rocIw 

^  ford  made 

fter  from  the  indelicgicy  of  correfponding  secretary 
with  a  perfon  whofe  veracity  he  had  dilut- 
ed. Lord  Weymouth  was  removed  from  the 
Northren,  and  placed  in  the  Southren  De-* 
partnient,  and  Lord  Rocbford  was  made  fuc-» 
ceiTot  to  Lord  Weytnouth. 

*  But  Sir  Jdin  Macpberfin  in  lii3  memorial^  [priutid'in  tba 
finfwer  to  the  Utter  from  Mahomed  Alt  Chan.  Appendix ». pap 
xii.]  fays^  **  the  Earl  of  Sbelhume  was.difinified  at  the  infti-, 
(otioM  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton,*^  W^  learn  alfo  from  thi^ 
memorial^  That  hisMajefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  receive 
from  the  Nabob  of  Arcet,  whofe  forts  are  garrifoned  by  oar 
troops,  and  w&ofe  army  b  comn^nded  by  our  officers,  afne 
diamond  rings  through  the  hands  of  Governor  Polk.  Tho 
world  is  not  ignorant  of  many  other  magnificent  prefents 
from  the  Eaft.  But  as  the  Governor  was  once  in  holy 
orders,  the  ceremony  of  invelUng  the  royal  finger  with  thi« 
myftlc  iign  of  allian^Qi  may  lie  ^pniidered  as  fomethin|( 
divine, 

I^rd 
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Lord  Roc&forii  w^s  made  Secretary  of  State 
through  fear,  hdt  throughfriendfhip. ,    The 
chiefs   of  the  interior  Cabinet  dreaded  his 
laying  open  the  fcene  of  negociation  at  Paris. 
If  he  had  laid  this  information  before  Parlia- 
ment, the  whole  machinery  of  the  miniftry 
muft  have  fallen  to  pieces.     The  fyftem  of 
a  Double-Cabinet  muft  have  become  fp  ap- 
parent to  the  whole  nation,  and  the  hypo- 
crify  of  the  C9urt  fo  perfeftly  ufl veiled,  that 
it  may  be  prefumed,  from  the  ordinary  feel- 
ings of  mankind  *to  repeated  infults  and  in- 
dignities, that  no  man  of  the  fmajleft  fpa^k 
of  honour,  who  was  not  leagued  with  the 
Court,  as  party  in  fome  criminal  tranfadtion, 
or  deeply  diftrejSed  in  the  means  of  fubfift- 
ence,  would' continue' one  moment  to  up- 
hold, or  connive  at,  a  fyftem,  that  had  for 
its  objeias,  the  debafement  of  the  Englilh 
nobility,  the  extenfion  of  the  power  of  the 
Crown,  and  the  humiliation  of  the  pride  of 

the  nation. But   Lord   ******  wanted 

another  place,  and  upon  condition  of  his 
filence,  he  was  gratified.  Thus  the  French 
got   Corfica.     What  thej  gave  for  it,  the 

prudence 
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prudence  of  the  parties  has  hitherto  con-    xxxiv. 
cealed*.  ..  "^^^^^^ 

Lord  Chatham  had  for  fome  time  enter- 
tained thoughts  of  refigning.  This  event 
decided   him.     The   appointment  of  Lord  LordChau 

ham  r6« 

Hilljlorough  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Co-  fig^S' 
Ionics,  was  fuch  an  outrage  of  his  American 
fyftem  (fee  appendix  W.)  and  the  atchieve- 
ment  of  Coriica  by  France,  was  fuch  an 
abandonment  of  his  European  policy,  that 
they  were  the  principal  caufcs  of  his  refig- 

•  Onthefirft  ofAuguft  1768,  (the  anniverfary  of  the 
Hanoverian  fucceffion)  Lord  Butt  fet  out  for  the  Bareges 
HI  the  South  of  France.  In  the  fucceeding  wbter  a  violent 
difpute  ariiing  between  Lord  Tonjonfitnd^  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  and  feveral  of  the  great  Lords  of  that  kingdom, 
the  miniftry  conceived  it  neceflary  to  change  the  Lord 
Lieutenant ;  but  they  could  not  agree  in  the  choice  of  a 
fucceffor,^  The  Duke  of  Bedford  was  for  Lord  Sand^wich, 
Vid  the  Duke  of  Grafton  for  Lord  Harcourt.  The  difagree^ 
ment  occafioned  the  return  of  Lord  Bute  in  the  autumn  of 
the  year  1769.  He  fettled  the  difTerence  between  tliefe 
Duke^,  by  not  accepting  the  recommendation  of  either; 
but  continuing  Lord  T<nvnfl?end^  who  had  been  appointed 
under  his  own  influence.  Their  Graces  fubmitted  to  his 
controul ;  and  then  he  returned  to  the  Continent.  This  ac- 
counts:: for  Lord  Tvwnjhend  ftaying  in  Ireland  four  years, 
being  the  tijcne  of  the  ufual  reixdenoe  of  two  Lord  Lieu* 
tenant|. 

nation 


1768. 
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CHAP,   nation.     He  did  not  go  Court  when  he  re- 
xxxiv.  ^ 

V'^Y^  figned,    but  fent  the  Frivy  Seal  by  Lord 
CamJen. 

This  was  the  laft  place  he  held  under  the 
Crown, 

• 
His  rdignation  was  an  event  that  had 
been  long  cxpcdted,  and  Jtherefore  it  occa- 
iioned  no  furprifc  to  the  public,  nor  diftrefs 
to  the  nuniftry.  The  Duke  of  Grafton 
having  completed  his  alliance  v/ith  the  Bed^ 
ford  inter e/i^  eftimated  himfelf  fully  adequatq 
to  all  the  difficulties  and  burtheps  of  the 
ftatc.  Lord  Camden  attached  hunfelf  to  hia 
Grape,  and  continued  in  c^ce. 
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reconciliation  between  lord  chat- 
ham   and    lord.  ttmple lord 

Chatham's  speech  on  the  address 

AT    the    BEGINNING    OF    THE    YEAR 
1770. 

T    ORD  CHATHAM  had  unccafingly  la-    chap. 
"^  mented  his  difference  with  Lord  Tem- 
ple, froni  the  time  it  happened ;  and  being 
now  emancipated  froni  the  connexions  of 
office,   and  even  from  the  fuipicion  of  a  con- 
nexion with  the  Court,  he  fought  the  friend- 
ship of  his  brother  with  anxiety  and  finceri* 
ty.     On  this  occafion  he  mad?  Mr.  Calcraft 
his   confidant,     He  confe/Tcd  to  him,  that 
almoft  every  body  elfe  had  betrayed  him — 
his  brother,  he  faid,  had  indeed  abufed  himi 
but  it  was  in  the  warmth  of  his  temper,  and 
in  the  openn^fs  of  his  nature,  whiph  was 
fuperior  to  all  hypo«riiy,  of  concealment  of 
difapprobation,  Mr- C^/rr^  approved  Iwm-   LordTem. 
felf  a  cordial  and  afliduous  mediator.     He  cha^tham  ' 
accomplifhed    their    reconciliation;      they 
Sjfi-L.  II,  J,  ha4 
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xxxv^*  had  no  more  differences  afterwards ;  and 
they  were,  if  poflible,  more  affedtionately 
united  than  ever  thpy  had  beer;. ,  Mr*  Gren^ 
ville  perfectly  acceded  to  the  union. 

Parliament  met  on.  the  eighth  of  Novem- 
ber.  A  great  part  of  the  feflion  was  occupied 
by  the  feyeral  expulfions  of  Mr.  Wilkes^  and 
queftions  concerning  the  Middlefex  election. 
Lord  Chatham  did  not  attend  -  during  the 
feffion^  Reft  and  retirement  he  found  were 
the  beft  prefervatives  .  agaiiift  the^  return  of 
Jiis  diforder.  But  tq  his  friends  he  declared, 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  his  thorough  detefta- 
tion  of  thofe  meafures.  Petitions  from  feve- 
ral  counties,  cities,  and  large  towns,  were 
prefented  to  the  King,  againft  theni,  but 
without  any  effe<5t.  The  deareft  rights  of  the 
people  were  facrificed  to  pprfonal  refentment. 
The  corruption  •  of  Parliament  is.  become  a 
grievance  of  tha  firft  magnitude.  When  the 
Court  can  command  the  Legiflature,  the 
Conftitution  is  at  an  end.  The  cafe  of  the 
Middlefex  elediion,  is  an  indifputable  evi- 
dence of  thi^  melancholy  tnith. 

The 
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The  fcffion  clofed  on  the  ninth  of  May, 

1769- 

*  '\ « 
The  refpite  which  Lord  Chatham  gave 
himfelf  from  all  kinds  of  .b\i/inefs,  arid  the 
happiiiefs  he  enjoyed  in  the  reconciliation 
of  his  relations,  io  largely  contributed  to 
the  reftoration  of  his  health,  that,  on  the. ^p-^ 
proach  of  the  following  feflion,  he  found 
himfelf  able  to  attend  the  labours  of  Pgrlia* 
raent*  :' 


The  next  feflion  was  opened  on  the  ninth 
day^  of  January,  17701.  The  dilcontents 
which  pervaded  the  whole  nation,  Simulated 
him  to  the  moft  vigorous  exertion  of  his 
talents.  He  confidered  the  conduft  of  the 
Houfe  of  Conamons,  on  all  the  queflions 
concerning  the  Middlefex  election,  as  wholly 
unconftitutional.  He  attended  on  the  firft 
day.  His,  fpeeches  on  that  day  have  for- 
tunately met  with  a  better  fate  than  many 
others  of  his  fpeeches  ;  for  they  were  accu-* 
rately  taken  by  a  gentleman  of  ftrong  me- 
mory, now  a  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  from  his  notes  they  are  here 
printed, 

L  2  ThQ 
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^xxx\r"       '^^  ftiotioft  for  a«  Addrefe  was  fmde  by 
'^■^^JTV  the   Duke   of  Ancafier^    and   feconded   by 
Juprd  Dunmore. 

td.  Ghit..      >  Earl  of  C6at&am,  after  fome  corripji- 

fpecch  on    ^  mtnim  tht  Dukd  of  Ancafter^  tdok  notice 

M.  s.  '  «.h6w^  J>appy  it  wbtild  have  itiade  him  to 

^  haV^  b^en  able  to  concur  wkh  the  ridblc 

*  Dukd  in  every  part  of  an  Addrefs,  which 

*  x<ra$  meant  as  a  ftiark  of  refpeft  and  duty 

*  to  the  Crow;i — ^profefled  perfonal  otSlga- 

*  tions  to  the  King,  and  veneration  for  himj 

*  that,    though   he  might  diHer  frcfm  the 

*  noble  Duke  in  forin  of  expreffing  his  duty 
^  to  the  CroWHjp  he  hoped  he  fhduld  give  his 
^  Mijefty  i  mdre  fiibf Irantial  proof  of  his  at- 
^  hchmeili  than  if  he  agreed  with  the  mo- , 

*  tiori.  That,  at  his  time  of  life,  and  loaded 
^  as  life  was  with  ihfirmities,  hp  might,  per- 
^  hkps,  h&ve  rtopd  expufed  if  he  had  con-.- 
f  tihtied  in  his  retirement,  and  never  taken 

*  part  again  in  public  affairs.     But  that  the 

*  ilafming  ftate  of  the  natioii  called  updti 
^  hihi,  fbtted  him  to  come  forward  once 
^  ffibrei  and  to  execute  that  duty  which  h^ 
^  bWed  to  God,  to  his  fovereign,  and  to  his 
f  country ;  that  he  was  determined  to  pef- 

^  forI^ 
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fomi  itt  jcvcn  -at  the  hjazsu-4  of  feis  life,    ^xxx^' 
That  ith'cre  never  was  a    period  which  ^*T^p^ 
called  more  forcibly  :than  the  prefent,  for 
the  ferious  attention  and  confidcrattion  of 
that  Houfe ;  that  as  they  were  th^e  gr^d 
hereditary  counfellors  of  the  Crown,  it 
was  particularly  their  duty,  at  a  .crifis  of 
fuch  importance  and  danger^  to  lay  :before 
their  Sovereign  the  true  ftate  and  condition 
of  his  fubjefts,  the  diTccmient  which  uni— 
verfally    prevailed    amongfl:    them>   *he 
diftrefles  under  which  :they  laboured,  the 
injuries  they  complained  of^  and  the  tme 
cauies  of  this  unhappy  ibte  ^  2&ksi 


•  That  he  had  heard  with  gl-eat  coiiccm 
'*  of  the  djAejCDper  among  :the  pattle,  and  was 

*  very  ready  to  give  his  iipprobation  to  thofe 

*  prudent  .meafures  which  the  (Council  had 
'  taken  for  putting  a  ftop  to  fo  dreadful  a 

*  .calanciity  4  That  he  .was  fatisfied  there  was 
*a  power  in  iome  degree  arbitrary,  with 
'  Which. the Conftitution  trailed  the  Crown, 
^  to  be  made  ufe  of  upder  correftion  of  the 

*  Legiflature,  and  at .  the  hazard  of  the  Mini- 
'ftef,  upon  any  fudden  emergency,  or  un- 
^for^&cn  calamityt  .which  might  threaten 

'  the 
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^xxxv   ^  t^e  heifer c  of  the  people,  or  the  fafety  of 

*  the  ftate-     That  on  this  principle  he  had 

*  himfelf  advifed  a  meafiire,  which  he  knew 
'  was  not  ftriaiy  legal ;  but  he  had  recom- 

*  mended  it  as  a  meafure  of  neceiSty,  to 
^  fave  a  ftarving  people  from  famine,  and 

*  had   fubmitted   to   the  judgment    of  his 

*  country.  ' 

'  That  he  was  extremely  glad  to  hear 
'  what  he  owned  he  did  not  believe  when 

*  he  came  into  the  Houfe,  that  the  King 

*  had  reafbn  to  expedl  that  his  endeavours 
'  to  fecure  the  peace  of  this  country  would 

*  be  fuccefsful,  for   that  certainly   a  peace 
^as  nevet  fo  nec^ffary  as  at  a  time  when  we 

*  were  torn  to  pieces  by  divifions  and  diftrac- 

*  tions  in  every  part  of  his  Majefty's  domi- 

*  nions.     That  he  had  always  confidered  the 

*  late  peace,  however  neceffary  in  the  then 
'  exhaufted  condition  of  this  country,  as  by 

*  no  means  equal  in  point  of  advantage  to 
*^.what  we  had  a  right  to  exped  from  the 

*  futcefles  of  the  war,  and  from  the  ftill 
5  more  exhaufted  condition  of  our  enemies. 

*  That  having  dcfertcd  our  allies,  we,  were 

*  left  without  alliances,  and  during  a  peace 

Qf 


XXXV. 


6f  the  earl  of  CHATHAM.  151 

*  of  feven  years,  had  been  every  moment  oh   \^^J' 

*  the  verge  of  a  war  : ,  that^  on  the  contrary, 

*  France  had  attentively  cultivated  her  al- 

*  lies>  particularly  Spain,  by  every  mark  df 

*  cordiality  and  refpeft.     That  if  a  war  was 

*  unavoidable,  we  muft  enter  into  it  without 
*,  a  fingle  ally,  while  the  whole  Hoiife  of 

*  Bourbon  was  united  within  itfelf^  and  fup- 

*  ported  by  the  clofeft  connexions  with  the 

*  principal  powers   in  Europe;     That   the 

*  fituation  of  ouf  foreign  affairs   was  un- 

*  doubtcdly  a  matter  of  moment,  and  highly 

*  worthy  their  Lordihips  confideration  i  but 

*  that  -he  declared  with  grief,    there  were 

*  other  matters  ftill  more  important,    arid 

*  more  urgently  demanding  their  attention^ 
'  He  meant  the    diftradlions   and  diviiions 

*  which  prevailed  in.every  |)art  pf  theempire- 

*  He  lamented  the.Aiahappy:  meafure  which 

*  had  divided  the  colonics  frotn  the  mother 
'  country,  and  which  he  feared  had  draw^n 
^  them  into  excefles   which   he   could  not 

*  juftify*  He  owned  his.  natural  partiality 
'  to  America,  and  was  inclined  to  make  al- 
'  low.ancc  even   for   thofe   excefles.     That 

*  they  ought  to  be  treated  with  tendernefs  j 
'  for  in  ^s  fenfe  they  were  ebullitions  of  li- 

L  4        ^  '  berty 


177^. 


150  ANECDOTES  AKD  SPEECHES 

^xxxv.'   *  f>ftrty,  which  broke  out  upon  the  lkin>  and 

*  were  a:  fign,  if  not  of  perfeft  health,  at 

*  leaft  of  a  vigorous  conftitution,  and  muft 

*  not  be  driven  in  too  fuddenly,  left  they 

*  fhould  ftrike  to  the  heart*     He  profefled 

*  himfelf  entirely   ignorant  of  the  prefent 

*  ftate  of  America,  therefore  ihould  be  cau- 

*  tious  of  giving  any  opinion  of  the  meafures 

*  fit  to  be  ptirfucd  with  teifeft  to  that  coun- 

*  try.    That  it  \<ras  a  YAaitim  he  had  obferved 

*  through  life,  when  he  had  loft  way,  to 

*  ftop  fhort,    left  by  proceeding  without 

*  knowledge,  and  ad\^ncing  (as  he  feared  a 

*  noble  Duke  had  dorfe)  from  one  fatfe  ftep 

*  to  another,  he  fliouid  wind  hifnfelf  into 
^  an  inextricable  labyrinth,    and  never  be 

*  able  to  recover  the  right  road  again.     That 

*  as  the  Houfe  had  yet  no  materials  before 

*  them,   by  which  they  might  judge  of  the 

*  proceedings  of  the  colonies,   he  ftrongly 

*  objefted  to  their  paffing  that  heavy  cenfurc 
'  upon  them,  which  was  conveyed  in  the 

*  word  unwarrantable,  contained  m  the  pro- 
^  pofed  addrefs.     That  it  was  paffing  a  fen- 

*  tence  without  hearing  the  caufe,  or  being 

*  acquainted  with  fadts,  and  might  expofe 

*  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  to  be  received 

•  abroad 
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*  abroad  with    indifference    'or    difrefpeft.    ^^^• 
'  That  if  unwarrantable  meant  any  thing,  it 

*  muft  mean  illegal ;  and  how  cotild  their 
^  Lordfliips  decide  that  proceedings^  which 

*  had  not  been  Hated  to  them  ki  any  (hape, 

*  were  contrary  to  law  ?     That  what  he  had 

*  heard  of  the  combinations  in  America,  and 

*  of  their  fuccefs  in  fupplying  therafelves 

*  widi  goods  of  their  own  manufafture,  had 

*  indeed  alarmed  him  much  for  the  <rom- 
^  mcrcial  interefts  of  the  mother  coiantry ; 

*  but  he  could  net  conceive  in  what  fcnfe 
'  they  could  be  caHed  illegal,  muchlefs  how 

*  a  declaration  of  that  Houie  could  remove 

*  the  evil.     That  they  were  dangerous  in- 

*  deed,  and  he  greatly  wifhed  to  have  that 
'  word  fubftituted  for  unwarrantable.  That 
'  we  muft  look  for  other  remedies.     That 

*  the  difcoritent  bf  two  ttiillions  of  people 

*  defervcd  cdnfideration ;  and  the  foundation 
'  of  it  ought  to  be  removed.    That  this  was 

*  the  true  way  of  putting  a  ftop  tp-combina- 
'  tions  and  manufa^ures  in  that  countiy ; 

*  but  that  he  referved  hirafelf  to  give  his 

*  opinion  more  particularly  upon  this  fub- 
*je(ft,  -^vh^i  authentic  information  of  the 

*  ftate  of  Am?ri(?a  fhould  be  laid  before  the 

^Houfe; 


CHA?. 
XXXV. 


mo. 


»i4  ANECDOTES  ANB  SPE^CHE^ 

*  Houfe  5  declaring  only  for  the  prefent,  that 

*  wc  fhould  be  cautious  how  we  mvadcd  the 

*  liberties  of  any  part  of  our  fellow-fubjefts^ 

*  however  remote  in  fituation,  or  unable  to 

*  make  refinance.     That  liberty  was  a  plant 

*  that  deferved  to  be  cherifhed  ;  that  he  lov- 

*  ed  the  tree,  and  wiftied  well  to  every  branch 

*  of  it.  That,  like  the  vine  in  the  Scripture, 

*  it  had  fpread  from  eaft  to  weft,  had  em- 

*  braced  whole  nations  with  its  branches, 

*  and  fheltercd  them  under  its  leaves.  That 
'  the  Americans   had   purchafed    their    li- 

*  berty  at  a  dear  rate,  fince  they  had  quitted 

*  their  native  country,  and  gone  in  fearch 

*  of  freedom  to  a  defert. 

*  That  the  parts  of  thte  addrefs  which  he 
^  had  already  touched  upon,   however  im- 

*  portant  in  themfclves,  bore  no  comparifon 

*  with  that  whichi  ftill  remained.     That  in- 

*  deed  there  never  was  a  time,  at  which  the 

*  unanimity  recommended  to  them  by  the 
•King,  was  more  neceflary  than  at  prefent; 
'  but  he  differed  very  much  from  the  noble 

*  Duke,    with   refped:  to  the  propriety  or 

*  utility  of  thofe  general  affuranccs  contain- 
'  ed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  addrefs.     That 

•  the 
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« the  moft  perfeS  harmony  in  that  HdUfc    %S^xv^ 

*  would  have  but  little  cflfeft  towards  quiet- 

*  ing  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  remoy- 
^  ing  their  difcontent.  That  it  was  the^uty 
'  of  that  Houfe  to  enquire  into  the  caufcs 

*  of  the  notorious  diflatisfadtion  exprefled  by 

*  the  whole  Englifti  nation,  to  ftate  tbofe 

*  caufes  to  their  Sovereign,  and  then  to  ^vt 

*  him  their  bcft  advice  in  what  rnanner  he 
^  ought  to  aa.     That  the  privileges  of  the 

*  Houfe   of  Peers,    however    tran,fcendant, 

*  however  appropriated  to  them,  flood  in 
^  fad  upon  the  broad  bottom  of  the  people, 

*  They  were  no  longer  in  the  condition  of 

*  the  barons,  their  anceftors,  who  had  fc- 

*  parate   interefts  and  fepar^te  ftrength  to 

*  fuppbrt  them.     The  rights  of  the  greatest 

*  and  of  the  meaneft  fubjefts  now  flood  upoa 
'  the  fame  foundation  :  the  fecurity  of  law, 
'  common  to   alL     It  was   therefore  their 

*  higheft  intereft,  as  well  as  tbeif  duty,  to  , 
'  watch  over,  and  guard  the  people ;    for, 

*  when  the  people  had  loft  their  rights,  thofe 

*  of  the  Peerage  would  foon  become  infigni- 

*  iicant.      To  argue  from   experience,    hc 

*  begged  leave  to  refer  their  Lordfhips  to  a 
'  moft  important  paffage  in  hiftory,  defcribed 

*  by 


' 


.t|4  AKtCDOTBS  AJKD  STEBCI^S. 

^xxv.*    ^  by  *  nian  of  great  tiHlities^  Mr.  RaSerJfJon. 

*  TJus  writer,  in  his  life  of  Charles  the  if^^d 

*  (a  great,  anJxitious,  wickecTinan),  informs 
^  us,  that  the  Peers  of  Cailile  were  fo  far 
^  o^oled  and  feduced  by  him,  as  to  join  him 
^in  overturaing  that  part  of  the  Cortez, 

*  which.rq)refented  the  people.  They  were 
^  weak^enough  to  adopt,  and  hafe  enough  to 
^  be  flattered  with  an  expediation,  that  by 
^  affixing  their  mailer  in  this  iniquitous  pur- 
'  pofe,  they  fliouldencreafe  their  own  ^rength 
^  and  importance.     What  was  the  confe- 

*  quence?  They  exchanged  the  conftitutional  }. 

*  authority  of  Peers,  for  the  titular  vanity  of  \ 
;^  ^Grandees.  They  were  no  longer  a  part  of  ^ 
*•  a  Parliament,  for  that  they  had  deftroyed ;  I 
^  and  when  they  pretended  to  have  an  opi-  j| 
•*  nion  as  Grandees,  he  told  them  he  did  not  i, 

*  underftand  it ;  and  naturally  enough,  I 
<  when  they  had  furrend^^ed  their  authori-  i 
^  ty,    treated  their  advice  with  contempt. 

*  The  confcquences  did  not  Aop  here.  .  He 
^  made  ufe  of  the  people  whom  he  had 
^  enflaved  to  enflave  others,  and  employed 

*  the  ftrength  of  the  Caftilians  to  deftroy 

*  Ae  rights  of  their  free  neighbours  of  Ar- 

*  ragon. 

'My 
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'  My  Lords,  kt  this  example  be  9  leffon  ta 
^  us  aH.  Let  us  be  cautious  hovir  wc  adnjit 
<  aft  id€a,  <bat  tor  rights  ftand  oii  a;  footing 
'  different  from  thofe  of  the  people.    Let 

*  us  be  cautious  how  wc  invade  the  liber-* 
'  ties  of  our  fellow-fubjcfts,  however  mean, 

*  however  remote ;  for  be  afliired,  my  Lords, 

*  that  in  whatever  part  of  the  empire  you 
'  fuffer  flavery  to  be  eftablifhcd,  whether  it 
^  be  in  America  or  in  Ireland,  or  here  at 
*home,   you  will  find  it  a  difeafe  which 

*  fpreads  by  contad:,  and  foon  reaches  from 
Uhe  extremities  to  the  heart.     The  man 

*  who  has  loft  his  own  freedom,  become^ 
'frcm  that  moment  an  inftrument  in  the 
•hands  of  an  ambitious  prince,  to  deftroy 

*  the  freedom  of  others.     Thefe  refledions, 

*  my  Lords,  are  but  too  applicable  to  our 

*  prefcnt    fituation.      The   liberty    of  the 

*  fubjeft  is  invaded,  not  Only  in  provinces, 
'but  here  at  home.  The  Englifti  people 
^  are  loud  in  their  complaints :  they  proclaim 

*  With  one  voice  th^  injuries  they  have  recei- 
^ved:  they  demand  redrefs,  and  depend 
■  upon  it|  my  Lords,  that  one  way  or  other» 
f  tljey  «>///  Jbave  redrefs.  They  will  never 
'  rei^urn  tp  t  i|ute  of  tranquillity  imtil  th^ 

*  are 
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*  tfr^  Tcdrcfled;  nor  ought  they  i   for  in  my 

*  judgement,  rmy    Lords,    and   I  fpeak   it 

*  boldly,  it  were  better  for  them  to  pcrifli  in 
^  a  glorious  contention  for  their  rights,  than 
ito  purchafe  a  flavifh  tranquillity   at  the 

*  expcnce  of  a  fingle  iota  of  the  Conftitution. 
f  Let  me  enixeat  your  Lordfhips,  then,  in  the 
'  name  of  all  the  duties  you  owe  to  your 

*  Sovereign,  to  your  country,  and  to  your- 
5  felves,  .  to  j^rform  that  office  to  which 
♦you  are  called  by  the  Conftitution ;  by  in- 
f  foi-ming  his  Majefty  truly  of  the  condition 

*  of  his  fubjcdfcs,  and  of  the  real  caufe  of 

*  their  dilTatisfaiStion.     I  have  confidered  the 

*  .matter  with  moft  ferious  attention  ;  and  as 

*  I  have  not  in  my  own  breaft  the  finalleft 
f  doubt  that  the    prefent  univerfkl  difcon- 

*  teut  of  the  nation  arifes  froni  fhe  proceed- 

*  ings  of  the  Houfe  of  Cortlnaons  upon  the 

*  expulfion  of  Mr.  Wilkes^  I  think  that'  we 
t  ought,  in  our  addrefs,  to  ftate  that  matter  to 
^'the  King.  I  have  drawn  up  an  aniend- 
5  ment  to  the  addrefs,  which  I  beg  leave  to 

*  fubmit  to  the  conjGderation  of  thci  Houfe : 

•  > 

.*'  And  for  thefe  .great  and  fcflential  pur-* 
pqfcs,  wewilji  with  all  coiiveriientfpced  take 

into 
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into  our  moft  fcrious  confideration,  the  ^^^ 
caufes  of  the  difcontents  which  prevail  in 
fo  many  parts  of  your  Majefty's  dominions, 
and  particularly  the  late  proceedings  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  touching  the  incapa- 
city  of  Join  Wilkes^  Efq.  (expelled  by  that 
Houfe)  to  be  eledted  a  Member  to  ferve 
in  this  prefent  Parliament^  thereby  refufing 
(by  a  refolution  of  one  branch  of  the  Legi- 
flature  only) '  to  the  fubjeft  his  commoa 
right,  anxi  depriving  the  electors  of  Middle- 
fex  of  their  free  choice  of  a  reprefentative.** 

'  The   cautious    aud    guarded  terms    in 

*  which  this  anjendment  is  drawn  up,  will, 
^  I  hope,  reconcile  every  noble  Lord  who 
'  hears  me  to  my  opinion ;  and  as  I  thin^ 

*  no  man  can  difpute  the  truth  of  the  fafts, 

*  fo  I  am  perfuaded  no  man  can  difpute  the 

*  propriety  and  neceflity  of  laying  thofe  fa(5ts 
'  before  hi$  Majefty/ 

*  Lord  Mansfield^.  He  began  with  affirm- 
^  ing,  that  he  had  never  delivered  any  opi- 

*  Tills  noble^  Lord's  anfwer'  (taken  alfo  from  the  iame 
Gentlbman's  notes)  it  is  neceilkry  to  infert^  09  account  of 
Lord  ChaihaaCs  i^ply>  whidi  follows. 

*  nion 
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ftion  upon  the  legality  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Houfe  of  Gomnaons  on  the  Middle- 
fex  eleSion,  nor  fliould  he  now,  not  with-. 
fbnding  any  thing  that  niight  be  expeded 
from  him*  That  he  had  locked  it  iipf  in 
his  own  breafl:,  and  it  fhould  die  with 
him :  that  he  wifhed  to  avoid  fpeaking  on 
the  fubjeft  ;  but  that  the  motion  made  by 
the.  noble  Lord,  was  of  a  nature  too  ex-^ 
traordinary  and  too  alarming,'  to  fufFer  him 
to  be  filent.  He  acknowledged  the  un- 
happy diftraded  ftate  of  the  nation ;  but 
Ae  was  happy  enough  to  affirm,  with  a 
ifafe  confcience,  that  he  had  no  way^ 
ccwtributed  fo  it.  That,  in  his  own  opi'^ 
hion,  declarations  of  the  law  made  by 
either  Hoqfe^  of  Parliament  were  always 
attended  with  bad  efieds:  he  had  con- 
ftantly  oppofed  them  whenever  he  had  an 
Opportunity,  and  in  his  judicial  capacity 
thought  himfelf  bound  never  to  pay  the 
leaft  regard  to  them.  That  although 
thoroughly  convinced  of  the  illegality  of 
general  warrants,  which,  indeed,  naming 
no  perfons,  were  no  warrants  at  all,  he  was 
foriy  to  fee  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  their 
vote  declare  thefla  to  be  illegal.      That  it 

« looked 
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*  looked  like  a  legiflative  zQ^  which  yet  had    ^xxxv! 
'  no.  force  nor  effeifl  a8  a  law  :  for  fuppofing  ^*^i^^^ 
'  theH'Oufe  had  declared  them  to  be  legal, 

*  the  Courts  in    Weftminfter  would  neVer- 

*  thelefs  have  been  bound  to  declare  the 
'  contrary ;    and   confequently  tb  throw  a 

*  difrefped  upon  the  vote  of  the  Houfe  t  but 

*  he  made  a  wide  diftinclion  between  the 

*  general  declarations  of  law,  and  the  par- 
'  ticular  decifion  which  might  be  made  by 
'  either   Houfe,    in  their  judicial  capacity, 

*  upon  a  cafe  coming  regularly  before  them, 

*  and  properly  the  fubjeft  of  their  jurifdic-. 
^  tion.     That  here  they  did  not  aft  as'  Le- 

'  giflators,  pronouncing  abftraftly  and  gene- 

*  rally  what  the  law  was,    and  for  the  di- 

*  regions  of  others  ;  but  as  Judges,  drawing 

*  the   law  from   the   feveral  fources    from 

*  which  it  ought  to    be  drawn,    for  their. 
'  own  guidance  in  deciding  the  particular 

*  queftion  before    them,    and   applying    if 
^  ftriaiy  to  the   decifion  of  that  queftion, 

*  That,  for  his  own  part,  wherever  the  Sta- 

*  tute  law  was  iilent,  he  knew  not  where 
'  to  look  for  the  law  of  Parliament,  or  for 

*  a  definition  of  the  privileges  of  either  Houfe, 

*  except  in  the  proceedings  and  decifions  of 

VOL.  II.  M  ^  each 
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^xxxv!     *  ^^^  Houfc  refpedively.     That  he  knew 

*  of  no  parliamentary  code  to  judge  of  quef- 

*  tions  depending  upon  the  judicial  authority 

*  of  Parliament,  but  the  pradice  of  each  Houfc, 
^  moderated  or  extended  according  to  the  wif- 

*  dom  of  the  Hbufe,  and  accommodated  to  the 

*  cafes  before  them.  Thata  queftion  touching 
*the  feat  of  a  Member  in  the  Lower  Hbufe, 

*  could  only  be  determined  by  that  Houfc  : 

*  there  was  no  other  Court  where  it  could 

*  be  tried,  nor  to  which  there  could  be  an 
'  appeal  from  their  decifion.     That  where- 

*  ever  a  Court  of  Juftice  is  fupreme,   and 
^  •  their  fentence  final  (which  he.  apprehended 

*  no  man  would  difpute  was  the  cafe  in  the 

*  Hoiifc  of  Commons,  in  matters  touching 

*  eledtions),  the  determination  of  that  Court 

*  muft  be  received  and  fubmitted  to  as  the 

*  law  of  the  land;  for  if  there  be  no  appeal 
'  from  a  judicial  fentence,  where  (hall  that 
^  fentence  be  queftioned,   or  how  can  it  be 

*  reverfed?  He  admitted  that  Judges  might 

*  be  corrupt,  and  their  fentences  erroneous ; 
*but.thefe  were  cafes,  for  which^  in  re- 
'^  fpe<a  to  Supreme  Courts,  the  Conftitution 

*  had  provided  no  remedy.      That  if  they 

*  wilfully  determined  wrong,   it  vms   ini- 

*  quitous  indeed,  and  in  the  higheft  degree 

*  deteftable* 
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*  deteftablc.     But  it  was  a  prime^  of  which  \^^^ 

*  no  human  tribunal  Could  take  cognizance, 

*  and    it    lay    between     God    and    their 

*  confcicnces*      That   he    avoided  entering 
« into  the  merits  of  the  late  decifion  of  the 

*  Houfe    of  Commons,    becaufe  it   was  a 
^  fubjed  he  was  convinced  the  Lords  had 

*  no  right  to  enquire  into^  or  difcufs.     That 

*  the  amenclment  propofed    by  the   noble 

*  Lord  threatened  the  nloft  pernicious  con* 

*  fcquences  to  the  nation^    as  it  manifeftly 

*  violated  every  form  and  law  of  Parliament, 

*  was  a  grofs  attack  upon  the  privileges  of  the 

*  Houfe  of  Commons,  and,  inftead  of  pro- 

*  moting  that  harmony  which  the  King  had 
^  reconunended,  muft  inevitably  throw  the 

*  whole  country  into  a  liamf^.     That  there 
'  never  was  an  inftance  of  the  Lords  en- 

*  quiring  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe 

*  of  Commons  with  refpedt  to  their  own 
'  Members;  much  lefs  of  their  taking  upon 

*  them  to  cenfure  fuch  proceedings,  or  of 
^  their  advifing  the  Crown  to  take  notice  of 

*  them.     If,  indeed,  it  be  the  noble  Lord's 

*  defign  to  quarrel  with  the  Houfe  of  Com- 

*  mons,  I  confefs  it  will  have  that  efFedt, 

*  and  immediately.     The  Lower  Houfe  will 

M  2  •  undoubtedly 
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*  undoubtedly    affert   rheir  privileges,    and 

*  give  you  vote  for  vote.  -^  I  leave  it,  there- 

*  fore,   to  your  Lordfhips,    to  confider^  the 

*  fatal  efFefts  which  may  arife  in  fuch  a 
'  conjun(aure  as  the  prefent,  either  from  an 

*  open  breach  between  the  tyv^o  Houfes  of 
'  Parliament,  or  between  the  King  and  the 
VHoufe    of  Commons.      But,   rny  Lords; 

*  if  I  could  fuppofe  it  were  even  advifeable 

*  to  promote   a  difagrcement  between  the 

*  two  Houfes,  I  would  ftill  recommend  it 

*  to  you  to  take  care  to  be  in  the  right ; 

*  whenever  I  am  forced   into  a  quarrel,  I 

*  will  always  endeavour   to  have  juftice  on 

*  my  fide.     Now,  my  Lords,  admitting  the 

*  Houfe  of  Commons  to  have  done  wrong, 
^  will  it  mend  the  matter  for  your  Lordfhips 

*  to  do  ten  times    worfe?    and  that  I  am  . 

*  clearly  convinced  would  be  the  cafe,  if 
'  your  Lordfhips    were  obliged   to  declare 

*  any  opinion  of  your  own,    or  offer  any 

*  advice    to  the   Crown,    on   a  matter   in 

*  which,  by  the  Conftitution  of  this  coun- 

*  try,  you  have  no  fight  whatever  to  inter- 

*  fere.      I  will  go  farther,    iny  Lords  1    I 

*  will  affirm,   that  fuch  a  flep  would  be  as 

*  incffedual  as  it  would  be  irregular.  Suppofe 

'  •  the 
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*  the  King^,   in  confequence  of  -  our  advice,    ^xx^^* 
'  fhould  diflblve  the  Parliament  (for  that,  I 

*  prefume,    is  the  true  objeft  of  the  noble 

*  Lord's  amendment),  the  next    Houfe  of 

*  Commons  that  meets,  if  they  know  any 

*  thing  of  their  own  privileges,  or  the  laws  of 

*  this  country,    will  undoubtedly,    on   the 

*  very  firft  day  of  the  feffion,  take  notice  of 

*  our  proceedings,  and  declare  them  to  be 

*  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  Commons.' 

*  They  muft  do  fo,  my  Lords ;  or  they  will 
'  fhamefuUy    betray  their   conftituents   and 

*  themfelves,     A  noble  Lord  (Lord  March-^ 

*  mont)   near  me,    has  propofed,    that  we 

*  ftiould    demand    a    conference    with   the 

*  other  Houfe.     It  would  be  a  more  mode- 
'  rate  ftep,  I  confefs,  but  equally  inefFedtual. 

*  The  Commons  would  never  fubmit  to  dif- 
'  cufi  their  own   privileges  with  the  Lords. 

*  They  would  not  come  to  a  conference  upoo 

*  fuch  a  fubjed: ;   or  if  .they  did  come,  they 

*  would  foon  break  it  up  with  indignation. 

*  If,  then,  the  Commons  have  done  wrong, 

*  I  know  of  no    remedy;^  but  either    that 

*  the  lame  power  fhould  undo  the  mifchicf 

*  they  have  done,  or  that  the  cafe  (hould  be 

*  provided  for  by  an  adt  of  the  legiflaturc. 

M  3  '  That 
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XXXV    *  ^^^^^   indeed,    might  be    eifeaual,     But 
'^•OQ*'  •  whether  fuch  a  remedy  be  proper  or  ne- 

*  ceffafy  in  the  prcfept  cafe,  or  whether, 
^'indeedji  it  be  attainable;,    conf)dering  that 

*  the  other  Houfe  muft  give  their  confent 
^  to  it,  is  not  a  queftion  now  before  us, 
^  If  fuch  a  bill  fliould  be  propofed,  it  wiU 

*  be  regular  and  parliamentary,  and  we 
^  may  then,  with  propriety,  enter  into  the 
I  legal  merits  of  the  decifiqn  of  the  Houfe  of 
^  Commons*  As  for  the  amendment  pro-* 
^  pofed  by  the  noble  Xord,  I  objed:  to  it  as 
^  irregular  and  unparliamentary.  I  am  per-? 
<  fuad^d,  that  it  will  be  attended  with  very 
^  pernicious   confequenccs  to  this  country, 

*  and  that  it  cannpt  poijibly  produce  a  iiii^ 
'  gle  good  one, 
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liS^tm.  ^^^  ^^  Chatham,  JVIy  Lords,  there  is 
^  one  plain  maxim,  to  which  I  have  invari- 
^  ably  adhered  through  life :     That  in  every 

*  queftioni  in  which  my  liberty,    or   my 

*  property  were  concerned,  I  fhould  cpnfult 

*  and  be  determined  by  the  diftates  of  comr 

*  mon  fenfe.     I  confefs,  xtiy  Lords,  that  I 

*  am  apt  to  diftruft  the  refinem6nts  of  learn- 
'  ing,  becaufe  I  have  feen  the  ableft  and  the 

*  moft 
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*  moft  learned  m^p  cqvally  liable  ta  deceive 

*  themfelves,  and'  to  miflead  others.     The  ^"""TJ^^ 

*  condition  of  hun^an  nature  "would  be  h- 
^  mentable  indeed;  if  nothing  lefs  than  the 
'  greateft  learniiig  and  talents,  vi^hich  fall  to 

*  the  fhare  of  fo  fmall  a  number  of  men, 

*  were  fufficient  to  diredk  our  judgment  and 

*  our  conduift.     But  Providence  has  taken 

*  better  care  of  our  ha,ppinefs,  and  given  us, 

*  in  the  fimplicity  of  common  fenfe,  a  rule 
^  for  our  direftion,  by  which  we  fliall  never 

*  be  mifled.     I  confefs,   my  Lords,    I  had 

*  no  other  guide  in  drawing  up  the  amende 

*  ment,  which  I  fubmitted  to  your  confi- 
^  deration;  and  before  I  heard  the  opinion  of 

*  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  l^ft,  I  did  not 

*  conceive   that  it  was  even  within  the  li- 

*  mits  of  poffibility  for,  the  greateft  human 

*  genius,    the   moft .  fubtile   underftanding, 

*  or  the  acuteft  wit,  fo  ftrangely  to  mifre- 

*  prefent  my  meaning,  and  to  give  it  an  in- 
'  tcrpretation  fo  entirely  foreign  from  what 
« I  intended  tp  cxprefs,  and  from  that  fcnfe 
'  which  the  very  terms  of  the  amendment 
'  plainly  and  diftindtly  carry   with    them. 

*  If  there  be  the  fmalleft  foundation  for  the 

*  cenfure  thrown  upon  me  by  that  noble 

M  4  *  Lord, 
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c  H^^p-  *  Lord,  if,  either  exprersly,  or  by  the  mofl 
'  diftant  implication,  I  have  faid  or  infinuated 
^  any  part  of  what  the  noble  Lord  has  charged 
^  me  with,  difeard  my  opinions  for  ever, 
^  difeard.  the  motipn  with  contempt. 

.  *  My  Lords,  I  muft  beg  the  indulgence 
^  of  the  Houfe.  Neither  will  my  health  per- 
^  mit  me,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  be  qualified 
^  to  follow  that  learned  Lotd  minutely 
^'through  the  whole  of  his  argument.  No 
^  man  is  better  acquainted  with  his  abilities 

*  and   learning,    nor  has   a  greater  relpecft 

*  for  them,  than  I  have.  I  have  had  the 
^  pleafure  of  fitting  with  him  in  the  other 
^  Houfe,  and  always  liftened  to  him  with  at- 
^  tention.  I  have  not  now  loft  a  word  of 
^  what  he  faid,  nor  did  I  ever.  Upon 
^  the  prefent  queftion,  I  meet  him  without 
^  fear,.     The  evidence  which  truth  carries 

*  with  it,  is  fuperior  to  all  argument ;  it 
^  neither  wants  the  fupport,  nor  dreads  the 

*  oppofition   of   the    greateft   abilities.      If 

*  there  be  a  finale  word  in  the  amendment 

*  to  juftify    the  interpretation    which    the 

*  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to  give  it,  I 

*  am  ready  to  renounce  the  whole  :  let  it  be 

'  read. 
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*  read,    my   Lords ;'  let  it^fpeak  for  itftlfJ    ^xlcxv" 

*  (It  "was  read  J— In  what  inftance  does  it  ^^^T^Q^ 

*  interfere  with  the  privileges  of  the  Houle 
^  of   Commons?    In  what  rcfpedt   does  it 

*  queftion  their  jurifdiftion,  of  luppofe  an 
'authority  in  this  Houfe  to  arraign  the 
'jufticeof  their  lentence  ?  lamfure  that 
'  every  Lord  who  hears  me,  will  bear  me 
'  witnefs,  that  I  faid  not  one  word  touching 
'  the  merits  of  the  Middlefex  eleftion  ;  fo  far 

*  from  conveying   any  opinion   upon  that 

*  matter   in  the    amendment,     I    did    not 

*  even  in  difcourfe  deliver  my  own  fenti- 

*  ments  upon   it.      I  did  not  fay  that  the 

*  Houfe  of  Commons  had  done  either  right 

*  or  wrong ;   but,    when   his  Majefl-y  was 

*  pleafed  to  recommend  it  to  us  to  cultivate 

*  unanimity  amongft  ourfelves,  I  thought  it 
'  the  duty  of  this  Houfe,  as  the  great  here- 

*  ditary  council  of  the  Crown,  to  ftate  to 

*  his  Majcfty  the  diftradted  condition  of  his 

*  dominions,  together  with  the  events  which 

*  had  deftroyed  unanimity  among  his  fubjedts. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  1  ftated  thofe  events  merely 
'  as  fadts,  without  the  fmalleft  addition  either 

*  of  cenfure  or  of  opinion.  They  are  fads, 
^  my  Lords,  which  I  am  not  only  convinced 

*  are 
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^xxy!*   *  *^  truc,.l>ut  which  I  know  are  indifputably 

^•^jjl^  •  true.     For  example*  my  Lords  :  will  any 

'man  deny  that difcontents  prevail  in  many 

*  parts  of  his  Majefty 's  dominions  ?  or  that 
'  thofe  difcontents  arife  from  the  proceedings 
'  of  the  Houfe  of  -Comnu>ns  touching  the 

*  declared  incapacity  of  Mr.  Wilkes  ?    'Tis 

*  impoflible :   no  man  can  deny  a  truth  fo 

*  notorious.     Or  will   any  man  deny  that 

*  thofe  proceedings  refufed,  by  a  refolution 
'  of  one  branch  of  the  legiflature  only,  to  the 

*  fubjedt  his  common  right  ?  Is  it  not  indif- 

*  putably  true,  my  Lords,  that  Mr.  Wilkes 
'  bad  a  common  right,  and  that  he  loft  it  no 
'  other  way  but  by  a  refolution  of  the  Houfe 

*  of  Commons  ?  My  Lords,  I  have  been  ten-^ 
^  der  of  raifreprefenting  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
'  mons  :  I  have  coufulted  their  journals,  and 

*  h^ve  taken  the  very  words  of  their  own 

*  refoluttpn.     Do  they  not  tell  us  in  fo  many 

*  words,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  having  been  ex- 

;    ^  pelled,  was  thereby  rendered  incapable  of 

*  ferving  in  that  Parliament  ?  and  is  it  not 
^  their  refolution  alone,  which  refufes  to  the 

*  fubjed:  his  common   right  ?   The  amende 

*  ment  fays    farther,    that   the   eled:ors   of 

*  Middlefex  are  deprived  of  their  free  choice 

•    ^of 
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'  of  a  reprcfentative.     Is  this  a  falfe  feA,    ^^xv!' 
^  my  Lords  ?  or  have  I  given  a»  unfair  repre-   ^***JJ^r^ 
^  fentation  of  it  ?  Will  any  man  prefume  (o 
'affirm  that  Colonel  Luttrell  is  the  free 
'  choice  of  the  eledors  of  Middlefcx  ?  We 
^  all  know  the  contrary,     Wc  all  know  that 

*  Mr.  Wilkes  (whom  I  mention  without 
'  either  praife  or  cenfure)  was  thq  favourite 
^  of  the  county,  isuad  chofen,  by  a  very  great 

*  and  acknowledged  majority*  to  reprefent 

*  them  in  Parliament.  If  the  noble  Lord 
'  diilikes  the  manner  in  which  thefe  £ids  are 
^  fbte4i  I  ihall  think  myfelf  happy  in  being^ 

*  advifed  by  him  how  to  alter  it.  I  am  very 
^  little  anxious  about  terms^  provided  the 
'  fubilances  be  preferved;  and  thefe  are  fa£ts» 
^  my  Lords,  which  I  am  furc  will  always 

*  retain  their  weight  and  importance,  in  what- 
^  ever  form  of  language  they  are  defcribed* 

*  Now,   my  Lords,    fince  I  have  been 

*  forced  to  enter  /into  the  explanation  of  an 
^  amendment,  in  which  nothing  lefs  than 

*  the  genius  of  penetration  could  have  dif- 
'  covered  an  obfcurity,  and  having,  as  I 
^  hope,  redeemed  myfelf  in  the  opinion  of  the 

*  Doufe,  having  redeemed  my  motion  from 
^  tlje  fevere  reprefentation  given  of  it  by  the. 

*  noble 
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*  noble  Lord,  I  muft  a  little  longer  intreat 

*  your  Lordfhips'  indulgence.     The  confti- 

*  tution  of  this  country  has  "been  openly  in- 

*  vaded  in   fadi;  and  I   have   heard,    with 

*  horror  and  aftonifliment,  that  very  kivafion 
'  defended  upon  principle  •  What  is  this 
'  myfterious  power,  undefined  by  law,  un- 
'  known  to  the  fubjedi,  which  we  muft  not 

*  approach  without  awe,  nor  fpeak  of  with- 

*  out  reverence,  which  no  man  may  queftion, 
'  and  to  which  all  men  muft  fubmit?  My 
*' Lords,  I  thought  the  flavifh/ dodtrine  of 

*  paflive  obedience  had  long  fince  been  ex- 

*  ploded  :  and,  when  our  kings  were  obliged 
^  to  confefs  that  their  titlp  to  the  crown, 
*.  and  the  rule  of  their  government,  had  no 
•other  foundation  than  the  known  laws  of 
^  the  land,  I  never  expedted  to  hear  a  divine 

*  right,  or  a  divine  infallibility, 'attributed  to 
'  any  other  branch  of  the  legiflature.  My 
*:  Lords,  I  beg  to  be  underftood,  no  man  re- 

*  fpefts  the  Houfe  of  Conitnons  more  than  I 
^  do,  or  would  contend  more  ftrehuoufly  than' 

*  I  would,  to  preferve  them  their  juft  and 
*-  legal  authority.  •  Within  the  bounds  pre- 
^  fcribed  by  the  Conftitution,  that  authority 
*:'i5  neceflary  to  the  well-being  of  the  peo- 

-  ^  ^*ple: 
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*  pie :  bejToud  that   line  every   exertion  of    ^"^v:* 
'  power  is  arbitrary,  is  illegal ;  it  threatens    ^"^^(^ 

*  tyranny  to  the  people,  .and  deftruftion  to 

*  the  ftate.  Power  without  right  is  the  moft 

*  odious  and  deteftable  objeft  that  can,  be 

*  offered  to  the  human  imagination  :  it  ,is 
^  not  only  pernicious  to  thofe  who  are  fub- 
'  jed:  to  it,  but  tends  to  its  own  deftru(flion. 

*  It  is  what  my  noble  friend  (Lord  Lyttelton) 

*  has  truly   defcribed  it,    Res  detejlabilfs  et  ^ 

*  caduca.       My  Lords,  I  acknowledge  the 

*  juft  power,  and  reverence  the  conftitution 

*  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     It  is  for  their 

*  own  fakes  that  I' would  prevent  their  afiuna- 

*  ing  a  power  which  the  conflitutipn  has 
'  denied  them,    left,  by  grafping  at  an  au- 

*  thority  they  have  no  right  to,-  they  (hould 

*  forfeit  that  which  they  legally  poflefs.   My 

*  Lords,  r  affirm   that  they  have  betrayed 

*  their  conftituents,  and  violated  the  confti- 

*  tution*     Under  pretence  of  declaring  the 

*  law,  they4iave  made  a  law,  and  united  in 

*  the  fame  perfons  the  office  of  legifla|:or  and 

*  of  judge. , 

*  I  fhall  endeavour  tp  adhere  ftridly  to 

*  the  noble  Lord's  doftrine,  which  is  in- 

*  deed 
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^yxxv!  /  ^^^^  impoffible  to  miftake,  fo  far  as  tliy 

*  memory  will  permit  mc   to  prefenre  his 

*  expreffions.     He  feenis  fond  of  the  word 

*  jurifHiftion ;  and  I  confefs,  with  the  force 

*  aild  efFe<a  which  he  has  given  it,  it  is  a 

*  word  of  copious  meaning  and  wonderful 
^  extent.     If  his  Xiordfhip's  doftrinc  be  well 

*  founded,  we  muft  renounce  all  thofe  politi- 
'  cal  maximis  by  which  our  undcrftandings 
^  have  hitherto  been  dircdted,   and  even  the 

*  firft  elements  of  learning  taught  us  in  our 
^  fchools  when  we  were  fchool-boys.     My 

*  Lords,  we  knew  that  jurifdiftion  was  no-* 
^  thing  more  than  Jus  dicere;  we  knew  that 

*  Legem  facere  and  Legem  dicerevicrtipovftr^ 

*  clearly  diftinguiflied  from  each  other  in 
^  the  nature  of  things,  and  wifely  feparated 

*  by  the  wifdom  of  the  Englifh  conftitution ; 

*  but  now,  it  feems,  we  muft  adopt  a  new 

*  fyftem  of  thinking.     The  Houfc  of  Com- 

*  mons,  we  are  told,  have  a  fupreme  jurif- 

*  didlion ;  that  there  is  no  appeal  from  their 

*  fentence ;  and  that  wherever  they  are  com- 

*  petent  judges,  their  decifion  muft  be  re- 

*  ceived  and  fubmitted  to,  as,  ipfofaBo^  the 
« law  of  the  land.     My  Lords,  I  am  a  plain 

*  aan,  and  have  been  brought  up  in  a  reli- 

*  giou» 
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*  gious  reverence  for  the  original  fimplicity    ^x^xv* 

*  oft  he  laws  of  England.  By  what  fophiftry 
^  they  have  been  perverted,  by  what  artifices 
'  they  have  been  involved  in  obfcurity,  is 

*  not   for  me  to  explain ;   the  principles, 

*  however,  of  the  Englifh  laws  are  ftill  fuf^ 

*  ficiently  clear :  they  are  founded  in  reafon, 

*  and  are  the  mafter^piece  of  the  human 
^  underflanding  5  but  it  is  in  the  text  that  I 

*  would  look  for  a  direction  to  my  judgment, 

*  not  in  the  commentaries  of  modern  pro- 

*  feflbrs.     The  noble  Lord  aflures  us,  that 

*  he  knows  not  in  what  code  the  law  of 

*  Parliament  is  to  be  found ;  that  the  Houfc 

*  of  Commons,  when  they  adl  as  judges, 

*  have  HO  law  to  diredt  them  but  their  own 

*  wifdom ;  that  their  decifion  is  law;  and  if 
•they    determine   wrong,    the  fubjed  has 

*  no  appeal  but  to  Heaven.  What  then,  my 
'  Lords,  are  all  the  generous  efforts  of  our 
^  anceftors,    are  aU  thofe  glorious  conten-^ 

*  tions,  by  which  they  meant  to  fecure  to 

*  thcmfelves,  and  to  tranfmit  to  their  pofte- 

*  rity  a  known  law,  a  certain  rule  of  living ; 
'  reduced  to  this  conclufion,  that  inflead  of 
'  the  arbitrary  power  of  a  King,  we  muft 

*  fubmit  to  th«  arbitrary  power  of  an  Houfe 

'of 
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^vYYxf*    '  of  Commons  ?  If  this  be  true,  what  lie- 

*  nefit  do  ,we  derive  from  the  ,e5cchange? 

*  Tyranny,  my  Lprds,  is  deteflable  in  every 

*  fhape ;  but  in  none.fo  formidable  as  when 

*  it  is  aflumed  and  exercifed  by  a  number,  pf 

*  tyrants.     But,  my  Lords, .this  is  not  the 

*  faft,  this  is. not  the  conftitution ;  we  ha^ve 

*  a  law  of  Parliament,  we  hm)e  a  code  in 

*  which  every  honeft  man  may  find  it.    Wc 
<  have  Magna  Charta,  we  have  the  Statute 

*  Book,  and  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

*  If  a  cafe  fhould  arife  unknown  to  thefe 

*  great  authorities,  we  have  ftill ,  that  plain 
^  Englifh  reafon  left,  which  is  the  foundation 

*  of  all    our   Englilh  jurifprudence.     That 

*  reafon  tells  us,  that  every  Judicial.  Court 

*  and  every  Politipal  Society  muft  be  veiled 

*  with  thofe  powers  and    privileges  which 

*  are  neceffary  for  performing  the  office  to 

*  which  they  are  appointed.    It  tells  us.alfo, 

*  that  no  Court  of  Juftice  can  have  a  power 

*  inconfiftent  with,   or  paramount  to,  the 

*  known  laws  of  the  Jand :.  .  that  the  peo- 

*  pie,  when  they  chobfe  their  reprefentatives, 

*  never  mean  to  coftvey  to  them  a,  power  of 
/  invading  the  rights,  or. frampUng.  upon  the 

•  liberties 
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*  liberties  of  thofe   whom  they  rcprefent.    ^^xv' 

*  What  fecurity  would  they  have  for  their  ^"""^yQ^ 
^  rights,  if  onee  they  admitted,  that  a  Court 

'  of  Judicature  might' determine  every  quef- 

*  tion  that  came  before  it,  not  by  any  known, 

*  pofitive  law,  but  by  the  vague,    indeter- 

*  minate,  arbitrary  rule,  of  what  the  noble 

*  Lord  is  pleafed  to  call  tJbe  wifdom  of  the 
'  Court  ?  With  refpcft  to  the  decifiori  of  the 
<  Courts  of  Juftice,  I  am  far  froni  denying 

*  them  their  due  weight  arid  authority;  yet, 

*  placing  Aem  in  the  moft  refpedlable  view, 

*  I  ftill  conlider  them,  not  as.  law,  but  as  an 

*  evidence  of  the  law ;  and  before  they  can 

*  arrive  even  at  that  degree  of  authority,  it 

*  muft  appear,  thiat  they  are  founded  in,  and 

*  cbniirmed  by,  reafon ;  that  they  are  fup- 

*  ported  by 'precedents  taken  from  good  and     • 
^  moderate  times ;  that  they  do  not  contra-^ 

*  dfft  any  pofitive  IdW ; '  that  they  are '  fub- 

*  mitted  to  without  'rcludlance  by  the  peb- 

*  pie  ;' that  they  ar^  unqUeftiohcd-'by  the  le- 
'  giflature   (which  is  equivalent  to  a  tacit 

*  confirmation) ;'  and,  what,  in  my  judg- 
'  ment,  is  by  far  the  moft  important,  that 

*  they  do  not  violate  the  fpirit  of  the  Confti- 

*  tution;.    My  Lords,  this  is  not  a  vague  or 

VOL,  II.  N  ,  '  loofe 
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^xxxv*    ^  ^^^  cxpreflion :  we  all  know  what  the 

*  ConlHtution  is ;  we  all  know,  that  the  iirft 

*  principle  of  it  is,  that  the  fubjciS  ihall  not 

*  be  governed  by  the  arbitrium  o(  any,  one 

*  man,  or  body  of  men  (lefs  than  the  whole 

*  legiflature),  but  by  certain  laws,  to  which 

*  he  has  virtually  given  his  confent,  which 
^  are  open  to  him 'to  examine,  and  not,  be- 

*  yond  his  ability  to  underftand. — ^Now*  my 
^  Lords,  I  affirm,  and  am,  ready  to  maintain, 

*  tliat  the  late  decifion  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
'  mons  upon  theMiddlefex  eledlion,  is  defti- 

*  tute  of  every  one  of  thofe  properties  and 

*  conditions  which  I  hold  to  be  eljential  to 
^  the  legality  of  fuch  a  decifion.     It  is  not 

*  founded  in  reafon ;  for  it  carries  with  it  a 

*  contradidtion,  that  tbe  reprefentative  ihould 

*  perform  the  office  of  the  coiiftituent  body. 
^  It  is  not  fupported  by  a  fingle  precedent ; 

*  for  the  cafe  of  Sir  R.  Walpole  is  but  a  half 

*  precedent,  and  even  that  half  is  imperfeft. 

*  Incapacity   was  indeed   declared,  but  his 
^  crimes  are  ftated  as  the  ground  of  the  re- 

*  folution,  and  his  opponent  was  declared  to 

*  be  not  duly  eleded,  even  after  his  incapa- 
'  city  was  eftabliflied.   It  contradidls  Magna 

*  Charta  and  the  Bill  of  Rights,  by  which 

'it 
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*  it  is  provided,  that  no  fubjeft  (hall  be  de- 

*  prived  of  his  freehold,  unlefs  by  the  judg- 
^  ment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the  land ; 
^  and  that  eleftions  of  members  to  ferve  in 
^  Parliament  (hall  be  free ;  and  fo  far  is  this 

*  decifion  from  being  fubmitted  to  by  the 
•people,  that  they  have  taken  the  ftrongeft 
^  meafures,  and  adopted  the  moft  pofitivc 

*  language  to  exprefs  their  difcontent. 
'  Whether  it  will  be  queftioned  by  the  le- 
'  giilature,  will  depend  upon  your  Lord- 
'  (hips*  refc^ution ;  but  that  it  violates  the 

*  fpirit  of  the  Conftitution,  will,  I  think, 

*  be  difputed  by  no  man  who  has  heard  this 

*  day's  debate,  and  who  wi(hes  well  to  the 
'freedom  of  his  country  ;  yet,  if  we  are  to 

*  believe  the  noble  Lord,  this  great  griev- 
'  ance,  this  manifeft  violation  of  the  lirft " 

*  princ^iples  of  the  Conftitution,  will  not  ad-^ 

*  mit  of  a  remedy ;  is  not  even  capable  of 
'  redrefs,  unlefs  we  appeal  at  once  to  Heaven. 

*  My  Lords,  I  have  better  hopes  of  the  Con- 

*  ftitution,  and  a  firrtier  confidence  in  the 

*  wifdom  and  conftitutional  authority  of  this 

*  Houfe.     It  is  to  your  anceftors,  my  Lords, 

*  — ^it  is  to  the  Englifli  barons  that  we  are 

*  indebted  for  the  Laws  and  Con(iitution  we 

N  2  ^  pofTefs. 
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\^^.//    *  pdflcfs.     Their  virtues  were  rude  and  un- 
'  cultivated  but  they  were  great  and  fincere. 

*  Their  underftandings  were  as  liftle  polifh* 

*  ed  as  their  manners,  but  they  had  hearts 

*  to  diftinguifh  right  from  wrong.;  they  had 
'heads  to  diftinguifh  truth  from  falfehood; 

*  they  ui;iderftood  the  righti  of  humanity,  and 
^  they  had  fpirit  to  maintain  ^tbem. 

'  My  Lords,  I  think,  th^it  Hiftory  has  ^lot 

*  done  juftice  to  their  conduft,  when  they 

*  obtained  from  their  Sovereign,  that  great 

*  acknowledgment  of  national  rights  contain- 
'  ed  in  Magna  Charta :  they  did  not  confine 

*  it  to  themfelves  alone,  but  delivered  it  as  a 
\  conimon  bleffing  to  the  whole  people. 
'  They  did  not  fay,  Thefe  are  the  rights  of  the 

*  great  Barons,  or  thefe  are  rights  of  the 

*  great  Prelates : — ^No/my  Lords;  they  faid, 

*  in  the  fimple  Latin  of  the  times,  nullus 
'  liber  bomOj  and  provided  as  carefully  for 
^  the  nxeaneft  fubjed:  as  for  the  greateft. 
'  Thefe  are  uncouth  words,  and  found  but 

*  poorly  in  the  ears  of  fcholars ;  neither  are 
/  they  addreflcd  to  the  criticifm  of  fcholars, 

*  but  to  the  hearts  of  free  men.  Thefe 
'  three  words,  nullus  liber  homo^  have  a  mean- 

*  ing  which  interefts  us  all ;  they  deferve  to 

'be 
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*  be  remembered — they  deferve  to  be  incul-    ^^^y! 

*  cated  in  our   minds — they  are  worth  all 

*  the  claflics.  Let  us  not/then>  degenerate 
^  from  the  glorious  example  of  our  anceftors. 

*  Thofclron  Barons  (for  fo  I  may  call  them 
'  when  compared  with  the  Silken   Barons 

*  of  modern  days),  were  the  Guardians  of 
*.the  People;  yet  tbeir  virtues,  my  Lords, 

*  were  never  engaged  in  a  queftion  of  fuch 
'  iinportance  as  the  prcfent.  A  breach  has 
'  been  made  in  the  Conftitution-^the  battle-* 
^mentsare  difmantled— the  citadel  is  open 

*  to  the  firft  invader—the  walls  totter — the 

*  Conftitution  is  not  tenable. — Wh^t  remains 
'  then>  but  for  us  to  ftand  foremoft  in  the 
^  breach,  to  repair  it^  or  perifh  in  it  ? 

*  Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  alarai 
'  us  with  the  dreadful  confequences  of  a  dif-. 
^  ference  between  the  two  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
^  ment — ^That  the  Houfe  of  Conunons  will 
^  refent  our  orefuming  tq  take  notice  of  their 
^  proceedings;  that  they  will  refent  our  dar- 
^  ing  to  advife  the  Crown,  and  never  forgiye 

*  us  for  attempting  to  iave  the  State. — My 

*  Lords,    I  ^m  fenfible  of  the  importance 

N  3  '  and 
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^xxv*    '  ^^  difficulty  of  this  great    crifis :   at  a 
^^-or^  ^  moment,  fuch  as  this,  we  are  ciUed  upon 

*  to  do  our  duty,  witiiout  dreading  the  re- 

*  fentment  of  any  man.     But  if  apprehen- 

*  fions  of  this  kind  are  to  afFed  us,   let  us 

*  confider  which  we  ought  to ,  refpeft  moft 

*  — the  reprefentative,  or  the  colledive  body 
'  of  the  people.— JVIy  Lords,  five  hundred 

*  gentlemen  are  hot  ten  millions  ^  and  if 
f  we  mufi  have  a  contention,  let  us  take 
'  care  to  have  the  Englifli  nation  on  our  fide. 

*  If  this  queftion  be   given   up,    the  fi'ec- 

*  holders  of  England  are  reduced  to  a  condi- 

*  tion  bafer  than  the  peafantry  of  Poland* 

*  If  they  defcrt  their  own  caufe,  they  de-« 

*  ferve  to  be  flaves! — My  Lords,    this  is 

*  not  merely  the  cold  opinion  of  my  under- 

*  flanding,  but  the  glowmg  expreflion  of 
'  what  I  feel.     It  is  my  heart  that  fpeaks : 

*  I  know  I  fpeak  waritily,  my  Lords  i  but 

*  this  warmth  fhall  neither  betray  my  argu- 

*  ment  nor  my  temper.     The^  kingdom  is 

*  in  a  flame.     As   mediators   between  the 

*  King  and  people,  it  is  our  duty  to  repre- 

*  fent  to  him  the  true  condition  and  temper 

*  oif  his  fubjeds. .    It  is  a  duty  which  no 

*.  particular 
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«  particular  r^fpeds  fhould  hinder  us  from    \xxv,* 

*  performing ;    and  whenever  his    Majefty 

*  fliall  demand  our  advice^   it  will  then  be 

*  our  duty  to  enquire  more  minutely  into^ 

*  the  caijfes  of  the  prefqnt  difcontents^ 
'  Whenever  that  enquiry  fhall  come  on,  I 
'  pledge  myfelf  to  the  Houfe  to  prove,  thgt 

*  fince   the   firft  inftitu^ion   of  the   Houfe 

*  of  Conimons,  not  a  finglc  precedent  can  he 

*  produced  to  juftify  their  late  proceedings. 

*  My     noble      and     learned    friend      (the 

*  Lord  Chancellor)  has  alfo  pledged  him- 

*  felf  to  the  Houfe  that  he  will  fupport  that 
^  affertion, 

*  My  Lords,  the  charafter  and  circum- 
'  fiances  of  Mr.  Wilkes  have  been  very  im- 

*  properly  introduced  into  this  queftion, 
'  not  only  here,  but  in  that  court  of  judi- 

*  cature  where  his  c^ufe  was  tried  ;  I  mean 
'  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     With  one  party 

*  he  was  a  patriot  of  the  firfl:  magnitude  ; 

*  with  the  other  the  vilefl  incendiary.     For 

*  my  own  part,  I  confider  him  merely  and 
'  indifferently   as  an  Englifli  fubjeft,  pof-. 

*  fefled  of  certain  rights  which  the  laws  have 

N  4  *  given 
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XXXV*"    '  gi^^^  ^^i°^»  ^'^^  wlxich  the  laws  alone  can 

^^CCV  *  take  from  him,     I  am  neither  moved  by 
1770..  ,  «/ 

*  his  private  vices,  nor  by  his  public  merits. 

*  In  bis  peribn,  though  he  were  the  worji 

*  of  men,  I  contend  for  the  fafety  and  fecu- 

*  rity   of  the   beft ;    and,  God   forbid,   my 

*  my  Lords,  that  there  fhould  be  a  power 
5  in   this  country   of  meafuring   the   civil 

.     ^  rights  of  the  fubjedt  by  his  moral  character, 
^  pr  ty  any  other  rule  but  the  fixed  laws 

*  of  the  land  !  I  believe,  my  Lords,  /  fhall 
'  not  be  fufpefted  of  any  perfonal  partiality 
« to  this   unhappy   man :    I  am  not  very 

*  converfant  in  pamphlets   or  newfpapcrs ; 

*  but,  from  what  I  have  heard,  and  from 

*  the  little  I  have  read,  I  may  venture  to 

*  affirm,  that  I  have  had  my  fliare  in  thp 

*  compliments  which  have  come  from  that 
'  *  quarter ;  and  as  for  motives  of  ambition 

*  (for  I  muft  take  to  myfelf  a  part  of  the 

*  lioble  Duke's  infinuation),  I  believe,   my 

*  Lords,  there  have  been  times  in  which  I 

*  have  had  the  honour  of  ftanding  in  fuch 
^  favour  in  the  clofet,  that  there  muft  have 

*  been  fomething  extravagantly  unreafonable 

*  in  my  wifhes  if  they  might  not  alt  have 

^  been 
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'  been  gratified ;   after  neglefting  thofe  op-    ch  a  p. 

*  portunities,  I  am  now  fufpedled  of  coming 

*  forward  in  the  decline  of  life,  in  theanx- 
^  ious  purfuit  of  wealth  and  power,  which 

*  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  enjoy.  Be  it  fo ; 
'  there  is  one  ambition  at  leaft  which  I  ever 

*  will  acknowledge,  which  I  will  not  Jre- 

*  nounce  but  with  my  life.     It  is  the  am-^ 

*  bition  of  delivering  to  my  pofterity  thofe 

*  rights  of  freedom  which  I  have  received 
'  from  my  anceftors.     I  am  not  now  plead- 

*  ing  the  caufeof  an  individual,  but  of  every 

*  freeholder  in  England.     In  what  manner 

*  this  Houfe  may  conftitutionally  interpofe 

*  in  their  defence,  and  what  kind  of  redrefs 

*  this  cafe  will  require  and  admit  of,   is  not 

*  at  prcfent  the  fubjedl  of  our  confideration. 
'  The  amendment,  if  agreed  to,  will  natu- 
'  rally  lead  us  to  fuch  an  enquiry.     That 

*  enquiry  may,  perhaps,  point  out  the   ne- 

*  ceffity  of  an  adt  of  the  legiflature,  or  it 
'  may  lead  us,    perhaps,  to  defire  a  confer- 

*  ence  with  the  other   Houfe ;  which  one 

*  noble  Lord  affirms  is  the  only  parliamen- 

*  tary  way  of  proceeding;  and  which  another. 
f  noble  Lord  aflures  us  the  Houfe  of  Com- 

*  mons 
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^xxxv!"    *  nions  woul4  either  not  cornc  to,  or  xyould 
'  break  off  with  indignation.     Leaving  their 

*  Lordfliips  to  reconcile  that  mattjer  between 

*  themfelves,  I  (hall  only  fay,  that   before 

*  we  h^vc  enquired,  we  cannot  be  provided 
^  with  materials,  confequently  we  are  not 
^  at  prefcnt  prepared  for  a  conference, 

♦  It  is  impoiflbje,  my  Lords,    diat    the 

*  enquiry  I  fpdik  of  may  lead  us  to  advife  his 

*  Majefty  to  dilTolve  the  prefent  parli?innent ; 
^  nor  have  I  any  doubt  of  oijr  right  to  give 

*  that  advice,  if  we  fliould  think  it  neceflary, 

*  His  Majefty  will  then  determine  whether 

*  he  Will  yield  to  the  united  petitions  of  th^ 

*  people  of  England,  or  maintain  the  Houf^ 

*  of  Commons  in  the  exercife  of  a  Icgiflative 

*  power,     which   heretofore   abolifhed    the 

*  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  overturned  th?  mo- 

*  narchy.  I  willingly  acquit  the  prefcnt 
^  Houfe  of  Commons  of  having  aftually 
^  formed  fb  deteftable  a  dcfignj^  but  they 
\  cannot  themfelves  forefee  to  what  fxceiTes 

*  they   may  be  carried   hereafter ;  and  for 

*  my  own  part,  I  fhould  be  forry  to  truft  to 

*  their  future  moderation.     Unlimited  power 
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*  is  apt  to  corrupt  the  minds  of  thofe  ^o    xxrv"" 

*  poflcfs  it  5    and  this  I  know,    my  Lords,   ^'^^X^ 

*  that,  where  law  ends,  tyranny  begins !' 

■» 

The  amendment  was  negatived.  But  in 
confequence  of  this  ftrong  and  public  ar» 
raignment  of  the  Minillry,  fcveral  of  them 
refigned.  Lord  Chatham's  information  of 
the  pxiocecdings  of  the  Cabinet  Council  was 
fuppofedt^  have  been  derived  from  Lord 
Camdeftj  who,  at  that  time,  was  Lord 
Chancellor  ^  and  he  having  this  day  divided 
with  Lord  Chatham^  the  Great  Seal  w»s 
immediately  taken  from  him. 

Mr.  Torke  was  prevailed  upon  by  his 
Majefty  to  accept  the  Seal;  and  in  a  few 
hours  afterwards  he  put  a  period  to  his  own 
cxiftencc. 

Notwithftanding  the  feveral  refignations, 
fome  of  them  of  the  firft  iamilics  of  the 
kingdom,  which  took  place  at  this  tin  e — 
notwithftanding  the  general  diflatisfa^tion 
and  ferment  which  prevailed  throughout  the 
nation— notwithftanding  the  circumftaaces 
of  the  recent  and  tragical  death  of  Mr. 

Torkt 


^^r 


AK£COOT£S  AND  SPEECHES 


^xxxv'  ^«^^^^~ft^^  ^^  Court  refolved  to  pcrfevcre 
in  their  meafurcs  *. 
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•  The  fttccefs  of  the  Court  in  the  perfeverance  agatnil  the 
petitions  of  the  people  of  England^  encouraged  the  Court 
in  the  fame  perfeversmce  againft  the  petitions  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, which  followed  foon  after.  But  the  Americans  being 
£irther  removed  from  the  fcene  of  corruption*  were  not 
debilitated  by  its  influence*  They  retained  the  vigour  and 
the  virtue  of  their  anceftors,  while  dieir  fellow-fubjeds  ia 
Britain,  affrighted  by  power,  ondopprefled  by  taxes,  tamely 
kified  the  rod  of  their  chaftiTcment 
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SPBECIIE^  OP  THfi  MARQUIS  OP  RQCJC- 
INGHAM,  THE  jDUKE  OF  GRAFTON, 
AND  LORD  CHATHAM,  ON  THE  STATE 

OF     THE     NATION GENERAL     STATE 

OF  AFFAIRS — UNION  OF  LORD  CHAT- 
HAM WITH  LORD  ROCKINGHAM — 
DUKE   OF  GRAFTON  RESIGNS. 


o 


iN  the  twcnty-fecond  of  January,  the    ^"^^• 


Marquis  of  Rockingiam  moved  for 
fixifig  a  day  to  take  into  coniideration  ^e 
ftate  of  the  nation. 

*  The  objcd  of  his  Lordftiip's  fpeech  * . 

*  was  to  (hew,   that  the  prcfent  unhappy . 
'  condition  of  affairs,  and  the  univerfal  dif- 

*  content  of  the  people,  did  not  arife"  from . 

*  any  inaraediate  temporary  caufe,   but:  had 

•  Thu  fpeech,  the  anfwer  of  the  Duke  of  Qrdfloni  and 
Lord  Chathanfi  reply,  are  printed  from  the  it6|e8%f  the 
fame  Gentleman  who  communicated  the  thre^*.jpr^e4i°S  *" 
fpeeches,  made  on  the  firH  day  of  the  fefRon.  They  have 
none  of  them  been  printed  before^  It  was  neceflary  to  in- 
sert Lord  Rockingham^ s  and  the  Duke  of  Graflm^s  %eeches,  ' 
atmtroduQory  to  Lord  QJiathanCs,  '  :    /•    . 

*  grown 
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xxxvL        '  Without  entering  into  the  right  of  tlx- 
^"■"7^^^  *  ing  America,   it  was  evident,  that  firice 

*  the  revenue  expedted  to  arife  from  that 
^  meafure  was  allowed  to  be  very  inconfi- 

*  derable,   the  real  purpofe  of  government 

*  muft  have  been  to  increafe  the  number  of 

*  their  qfficers  in  that  country,  and  confe- 

*  quently  the  ftrength  of  the  prerogative. 

*  He   theri  took  notice  of  the  indecent 

*  manner  with   which   the   debt  upoil   the 

*  King's  Civil  Lift  had  been  laid  before,  and 

*  provided  fpr,  by  Parliaftient. ,  No  account 
'  offered— No   enquiry    permitted    to    be 

*  madeU-Not  even   the    decent   fatisfadlion 

*  given  to  Parliament  of  an  affurance   that 

*  in  future    fuch    extraordinary     expences 

*  fhould  be  avoided.  On  the  contrary,  the 
'  King's  fpeech  on  that  occafion  had  been  fo 

*  cautioufly  worded,  that,  faf  from  enga- 
'  ging  to  avoid  fuch  exceedlngs  for  the  fu- 

*  ture,  it  intimated  plainly  that  the  expences 
'  of  the  King's  civil  government  could  not  be 

*  confined  within   the  revenue  granted  by 

*  Parliament — That  as  the  nation  was  hea- 
'  vily  burthened  by  the  expentre,  they  were 
*  no  lefs  groflly  infulted  by  the  manner  in 

'  which 
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*  which  that  burthen  wsis  laid  upon  them*    xxxvl 
^  That,  in  certain  grants  lately  made  by  the 
^  crown,  the  miniftry  had  adhered  to  their 

*  principle  of  carrying  the  prerogative  to  its 

*  utmoft  extents     No  rrght  of  property — 
'  no  continuance  of  poflfeflion  had  been  con-^ 

*  fidered.    Bui,  if  thefe  had  been  weaker  than 

*  they  were,  he  tho-ught  fome  refpedt  was 

*  due  to  the  memory  of  the  great  Prince  by 

*  whom  thefe  grants  had  been  made ;  and,  in 

*  common  juftice  to  theiioble  Duke  *,  whofe 

*  property  had  been  invaded,  the  miniftry 

*  fhould,  at.leaft,  have  avoided.that  hurry  and 

*  precipitation,    which  had^  hardly  left  his 

*  Gracfe  time  to  defend  his  rights ;  and  by 

*  which  the  miniftry  themfelves  feemed  to 

*  confefs  their  meafures  would  not  bear  a 

*  more  deliberate  mode  of  proceeding.     But 

*  the   purpofes  of  an  election  were  to  be 

*  ferved ;  and  the  perfon,   benefited  by  this 

*  meafure>    was   fuppofed   to   be    a   better 

*  friend    to   adminiftration   than   the   noble 
.  *  Duke,  whofe  property  had  been  arbitrarily 

*  transferred  to  another.     Ar^d  when,    upon 

*  occafioii  of  this  extraordinary  meafure,  and 

*  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  a  bill  had 
^  been  brought  into  parliament  for  fecuring  the 

•  Duke  of  Portland. 

VOL.  n.  o  *  property 
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*  property  of  the  fubjtdl^  it  had  been  rejefted 

*  the  firft   year,  aiid  violently  refifted  the 

*  fecond ;  but  the  juftice  and  neceflity  of  it 

*  had  prevailed  over  the  influence,   and  fa- 

*  vourite  maxims  of  the  adminiftration. 
^  That  the  affairs  of  the  external  part  of  the 
^  empire  had  been  managed  with  the  fame 

*  want  of  wifdom,  and  had  been  brought 
^  into  nearly  the  fame  Condition  with  thofe 

*  at  home.     In  Ireland,   he  faw  the  parlia- 

*  nient  prorogued,   (which  probably  led  to  a 

*  diflblution)  and  the  affairs  of  that  kingdorn 

*  left  unprovided  for,  and  in  the  greateft  con- 

*  fufion.     That,  ih   America,    meafures    of 

*  violence   had   been  adopted,    and   it   had 

*  been  the  uniform  language  and  doctrine  of 

*  the  miniftry  to  force  that  country  to  fub- 
mit.     That^  in  his  own  opinion,  violence 

*  would  not  do  there^  and  he  hoped  it  would 

*  not  do  here.     But  even  if  a  plan  of  force 

*  v/cre  advifeable,  why  had  it  not  been  ad- 

*  hered  to  ?    Why  did  they  not  adopt  and 

*  abid6   by  fome   one   lyftem   of   conduct  ? 

*  That  the  king's  fpeeches,  and  the  language 

*  of  the  miniftry   at   home  had  denounced 

*  nothing  but  war  and  vengeance  againft  a 

*  rebellious  people,  whilft  his  Majefty's  gd- 

•  ,vernors 
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^  vernoTS  abroad,  were  inftructed  to  con-  ^xxxvi. 
"•  V0y  to  them  the  gentleft  promifes  of  rel,icf  ^"^^^J^^ 
''  and    fatisfaction.     His  Lordfliip  here  re- 

*  ferred  to  Lord  Bottetort's  fpeech  to  the 

*  aflembly  of  Virginia,  in  May  1769, .  out 

*  of  which  he  recited  a  paflage  in  point. 

*  The  paflage  was  this — "  /  think  my/elf 
peculiarly  fortunate  to  be  able  to  inform  you^ 
ibat  a  letter^  dated  May  the  \^tb^  I  have 
been  affured  by  the  Earl  of  Hilljhorough^  that 
his  Majefiys  prefent  adminijlration  have  at 
no  time  entertained  a  dejign  topropofe  to  par- 
-liament  to  lay  any  further  taxes  upon  America 
for  the  purpofe  of  rajfing  a  revenue^  and  that 
it  is  their  intention  to  propoje^  in  the  next 
fejfion  of  parliament j   to  take  off  the  duties 

upon  glafsy  papery  and  colours^  upon  conjidef^- 
ation  ofjuch  duties  'having  been  laid  contrary 
.  to  the  true  principles  of  commerce.     See  Ap- 
pendix W. 

*  With    refpeft    to    foreign  affairs,    he   General 

*  thought   It   highly   neceuary  to   enquire,  £««. 
'  why,  France  had  been  permitted  to  make 

*  fo  confiderable  an  acquifition  .  as  the  ifland 
'  of  Corfica  ?  That  no  man  could  deny,  that 

*  this  ifland  would  prove  a  great  addition  to 

02  *  the    ' 
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xxxVl    *  '^^  ftrength  of  France,  with  refpeft  to  her 

*  marine ;  both  from  its  harbours,  and  the 

*  timber  it  produced*     He  thought  this  at- 

*  tempt  of  France  was  not  only  unjuft  in 

*  itfelf,  but  direifHy  contrary  to  certain  fti- 

*  pulations  in  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle^ 

*  confirmed  by  that  of  1763,  by  which  it 

*  was  determined  and  fettled.  ,"  That  the 
**  republic  of  Genoa  fhould  be  entirely  re- 
"  eftabliflied  and  maintained  in  all  its  former 

*  ftates  and  pofleffions ;  and  that,  for  the  ad- 
**  vantage  and  maintenance  of  the  peace  in 
^  general,  for  the  tranquillity  of  Italy  in 
•*  particular,  all  things  fhould  remain  there 
**  in  the  condition  they  were,  in  before  the 
*'  war."   That  he  had  not  dwelt  fo  ftrongly 

*  as  he  might  have  done,  upon  that  great 

*  invafion   of  the  conftitution,   which   had 

*  now  thrown  this  whole   country   into  a 

*  flame :  the  people  were  fufficiently  alarmed 
^  for  their  rights,  and  he  did  not  doubt  but 

*  that  matters  would  be  duly  enquired  into. 
*'But  he  confidered  it  only  as  the  point  to 

*  which  all  the  other  meafures  of  the  admi- 

*  niftration  had  tended.  That  when  the  con- 

*  ftltution  was  violated,  we  ihould  not  con- 
^  tent  ourfelves   with    repairing  the  fingle 

.'  breach 
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*  breach,  but  look  back  into  the  caufes,  and    xxxvl 

*  trace  the  principles  which  had  produced  it, 

*  in  order,  not  merely  to  reftore  the  confti- 

*  tution  to  prefent  health,  but,  if  poflible, 

*  make  it  invuhierable  hereafter, 

*  Upon  the  whole,    he  recommended  it 

*  ftrongly  to  their  Lordfhips,  to  fix  an  early 

*  day  for  taking  into  their  confideratioa  the 

*  ftate  of  this  country  in  all  its  relations  and 

*  dependencies, .  foreign,  provincial,  and  do- 

*  meflic  ;  for  we  had  been  injured  in  them 

*  all.     That  confideration  would,  he  hoped, 

*  lead  their  Lordfhips  to  advife  the  crown 
^  not  only  how  to  correft  paft  errprs,  but 

*  how  to  eftablifli  a  fyftem  of  government 

*  more  wife,  more  permanent,  better  fuitd4 

*  to  the  genius  of  the  people,  and,  at  leaft, 

*  confifteht  with  the  fpirit  of  th?  conftitu^ 
^  tion/ 

The  Pake  of  Graftorij  who  Ipoke  next,  Dukeaf 
did  not  oppqfe  the  motion;  on  the  contrary,  a^itJ^* 
^  he  engaged  to  fecond  it,  and  to  meet  the 

*  noble  Lord  upon  the  gri^at  queftioh  when- 

*  ever  the  Houfe  fhould  think  proper.     For 

*  the  i>refcnt,  he  meant  only  to  exculpatQ    ^ 

P'3  *  himfelf 
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XX  X vi.'    *  himfclf  from  fome  fcvere  reflections,  which. 

1^70.      *  he  thought  were  directed  particularly  and 

'  perfonaHy  agarnft  himfelf.     That  he  was 

*  ready  to  juftify  the  meafures  alluded  to  by 

*  the  noble  Lord,  about  erery  other  part  of 

*  his  conduct;  and  he  did  not  doubt  of  beins: 

*  able  to  do   fo  to  the   fatisfaction  of  the 

*  houfe.  That  the  refumption  made  by  the 
^  Commiffioners  of  the  Treafary,  of  a  fup- 

*  pofed  grant  of  the  crown  land,  had  been 

*  moft  unfairly  reprefented.  He  wifhed  the 
^  noble  Lord,  inftead  of  the  word  property j 

*  had  only  ufed  pojfejjion  ;  and  then  he  would 
'  have  truly  defcribed  the  fa6t,  and  the  ob- 
^  jeft.     That  upon  the  application  made  to 

*  the  board,  by  the  perfon  who  had  difcover- 
*ed  the  defect  in  the  noble   Duke's  title, 

*  he  could  not  confiftently  with  his  duty,  as 

*  an  officer  of  the  crown,  have  rejected  the 

*  claim  made  by  that  perfon.     That  if  the 
/  noble  Duke,  inftead  of  being  an  opponent, 

*  had  been  the  warmeft  friend  of  an  admini-r 

*  ftration,  the  Treafury  Board  could  not 
'  have  acted  otherwife  than  they  did,  with- 
Vout  a  flagrant  violation  of  juftice;  and  as 

*  fpr  that  hurry  and  precipitation  of  which 

*  they  were  accufed,  he  took  upon  him  to 

'  contradict 
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^  eontradidl  the  noble  Lord 'in  the  moftpofi-    ^xA^^' 
^  tive  manner,  and  offered  to  prove  at  the  bar 
^  of  that  Houfe,   that  they  had  proceeded, 
^  not  only  v^rith  temper  and  deliberation,  but 
^  with  the  utmoft  attention  to  the  interefts 

*  of  the  noble  Duke,  and  every  poflible 
'  mark  of  refpeft  to  his  perfon  ;  and  had  pro- 

*  tradled  their  decifion.  to  the  very  laft  mo- 
^  mcnt,  allowed  by  the  rules,  of  the  Board, 
'  With  refpcct  to  the  debt  upon  the  Givil  Lift, 
^  he  neither  had,  ii^or  could  have,  any  perfonal 
^  motives  for  wifhing  to  conceal  from  Par- 

*  liament  the  particulars  of  the  extraordi- 

*  nary  expences,  by  which  that  debt  had  been 

*  incurred.  That  the  perfons  to  whofe  of- 
'  fices  it  belonged,  had  been  conftantly  em- 
**  ployed  in  drawing  up  a  ftate  of  that  ac- 
i  count,  ^  and  that  they  had  received  every 
^  pofEble  light  and  information  from  the  of- 
^ficers  of  the  Crown,' in  order  to  fhorten 
*^  and  facilitate  bufinefs  t  but  it  was  a  work 

*  of  infinite  labour  and  extent ;  and,  notwith- 

*  ftanding  the  utmoft  diligence  in  the  feveral 
**  public  offices,  could  not  yet  be  completed. 


That  in  regard  ta  foreign  affairs,  he  be- 
[uct  of  the  King  s  Miiiifters 
o  4  *  would 


^  lieved  the  conduct  of  the  King's  Miiiifters 
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xxxv^'    '  would  bear  the  ftricfteft  examination,  anil 
^  would  be  found  irreproachable.     That,  for 

*  his  own  part,  he  had  never  thought,  nor 

*  had  he  ever  affirmed,  that  the  conditions 

*  of  the  late  peace  were  fuch  as  the  people 

*  had  a  right  to  expert.     He  had  maintained 

*  that  opinion  in  former  times,  and  no  change 
^  of  fituation  fhould  ever  induce  him  to  rcr 
^  linquifli  it.     But  that  the  peace  being  once 

*  made,  and   thofc    advantages,  which    we 

*  might  have  expedted  from  a  continuance 
^  of  the  war,  being  hov^r  irrecoverable,  he 
'  would  never  advife  the  King  to  engage  iii 

*  another  war,  as  long  as  the  dignity  of  the 

*  Crown,  and  the  real  interefts  of  the  nation^ 
^'  could  be  prefcrved  without  it.     That  what 

*  we  had  fufFered  already  by  foreign  connec- 

*  tioas,  ought  to  vrarn  us  againft  engaging 
^  lightly  in  quarrels,  in  which  we  had  no 
^  immediate   concern*,    aiid   to    which   we 

*  might  probably  facrifice  our  own  moft  ef- 
f  fential  interefts/ 

Ld.  ciaat-       Earl  of  Chatham,    t  My  Lor^s,  I  meant 
^amsre,     f  tp  Jiavc  rifcu  inpmcdiately  to  fecond'the 

*  mption  made  by  the  noble  Lord.  The 
'  charge  which  the  noble  Duke  feemed  to 

*  think 
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^  think  affefted  himfelf  particulalfjr,  did  un- 

*  doubtedly  demand  an  early  anfwcr;  it  was 

*  proper  he  fhould  fpeak  before  me,  and  I 

*  am  as  ready  as  any  man  to  applaud  the 
^  decjcncy  and  propriety  with  which;  he  has 
^  expreffed  hijn^elf. 

*  I  entirely  agree  with  the  noble  Lord, 

*  both  in  the  neceflity  of  your  Lordihips  con^ 

*  curring  with  the  motion,  and  in  the  prin- 

*  ciples  and  arguments,  by  which  he  has  very 

*  judicioufly  fupported  it.  I  fee  clearly,  that 
^  the  complexion   of  our  Government  has 

*  been  materially  altered  1  and  I  can  trace 

*  the  origin  of  the  alteration  up  to  a  period, 
^  which  ought  to  have  beei^  aij  ?era  bf  hafp^ 
^  pinefs  and  profperity  to  this  country, 

*  My  Lords,  I  fhall  give  you  my  reafbng 
^for  concurring  with  the  motion,  not  mc-r 
^  thodically,  but  as  they  occur  to  my  mind. 
^  I  may  wander^  perhaps,  from  the  exa<a 
^parliamentary  debate;  but  I  hope  I  fhall 

*  fay  nothing  but  what  may  defervc  your 
^  attention,  dnd  what,  if  not  ftridlly  proper 
^  at  prefent,  would  be  fit  to  be  faid,  when 

*  the  ftate  of  the  nation  Ihill  pome  to  be  con- 

*  fidered. 
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*  fidered.    Wy  uncertain  ftate  of  health  muft' 

*  plead  my  excufe.    I  am  now  in  fome  pain,. 

*  and  very  probably  may  not  be  able  to  at- 

*  tend  my  duty,  when  I  defire  it  moft,  in  this 
*.'  Houfe.       I  •  thank   God,    my  Lords,  for 

*  having  thus  long  preferved,  fo  inconfider^ 

*  able  a  being  as  I  am,  to  take  a  part  upon 
*.this  great  occafion,  and  to  contribute  my 
••endeavours,  fuch  as  they  are,  to  reftore,  to 
*.feYq,  to  confirm  the  Conftitution. 

*  My  Lx)rds,  I  need  not  look  abroad  for 

*  grievances.     The  grand  capital  mifchief  is 

*  fixed  at  homte.  It  corrupts  the  very  foun- 
*/dation  of  our  political  exiftence,  and  preys 

*  upen  the  yitals  of  the  State. — The  Confti- 

*  tutionhaS  been  grofsly  violated — The  Co n- 

*  STITUTION  AT  THIS  MOMENT  STANDS 

*  VIOLATED.  Until  that  wound  be  healed, 
*•  until  the  grievance  be  redfefled,  it  is  in  vain 
*,to  recommend  union  to  Parliament;  in 
*:  vain  to  promote  concord  amon^  the  people. 
'  If  we  mean  ferioufly  to  unite  the  nation 
^  within  itfelf,  we  miift  convince  them,  diat 
\ their  complaints  are  regarded,  that  their 
^  inquiries  fhall  be  redreffed.  On  t/iat-  fgun- 
*-  datioa  I  would  take  the  lead  in  recommend- 
ing 
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'  ing  peace  and  harmony  to  the  people.    On    ^^^^f- 

*  any  other,  I  would  never  wifli  to  fee  them 
^  united  again.     If  the  breach  in  the  Confti- 

*  tution  be  efFedtually  repaired,  the  people 

*  will  of  themfef ves  return  to  a  ftate  of  tran- 
'  quillity — If  not — MAY    piscord    pre- 

*  VAIL  FDR  EVER.     I  know  to  what  point 

*  this  dodliine  and  this  language  will  appear 

*  dired:ed,  But  I  feel  the  principles  of  an 
'  Englifhman,  and  I  utter  them  without  ap- 

*  prehenfion  or  referve.     The  crifis.is  indeed 

*  alarming : — fo  much  the  more  cioes  it  re- 

*  quire  a  prudent  relaxation  on  the  part  of 

*  Government,  If  the  King's  fervants  will 
'  not  permit  a  conftitutional  queftion  to  be 

*  decided  on,  according  to  the  forms,  and 

*  on  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution,  it 
^  muft  then  be  decided  in  fome  other  man- 
'  ner ;  and  rather  th^n  it  fhould  be  given  up, 

*  rather  than  the    nation  fhould  furrender 
'  their  birth-right  to  a  defpotic  Minifter,  I . 
'  hope,  my  Lords,  ojd  as  I  am,  Ijhall  fee  the 
'  quefiion  brought  to  iffue^  and  fairly  tried  be-- 
'  tween  the  people  and  the  government.     My 

*  Lord,  this  is  npt  die  language  of  faiSion ; 

*  let  it  be  tried  by  .that  criterion,  by  which 
^P;loft^  we  can  diftinguifh  what  is  faSious, 

*  from 
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CHT  A  R    *  from  what  is  not — by  the  principles  of  the 

*  Englifh  Conftitutioii.     I  have  been  bred 

*  up  in   tliefe  principles ;    and  know,  that 
^  when  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt  is  invaded, 

*  and   all  redrefs  denied  him,    refiftance  is 

*  juftificd.    If  I  had  a  doubt  upon  the  matter^ 

*  I  (hould  follow  the  example  fet  us  by  the 

*  moft  reverend  bench>  with  whom  I  believe 
«  it  is  a  maxim^  when  any  doubt  in  point  of 

*  faith  arifes,  or  any  queflion  of  controverfy 

*  is  ftarted,  to  appeal  at  once  to  the  greateft 

*  fource  aad  evidence  of  our  religion^ — I  mean 
^  the  Holy  Bible :    th?  Coi^ftitution  has  its 

*  Pohtical  Bible,  by  which,  if  it  be  fairly 
?  confuked,  every  political  queftion  may,  ^nd 

*  ought  to  be  determined-  Magna  Cbarfay 
^  the  petition  Rights  and  the  Bill  of  Rights, 

*  form  that  code  which,  I  call   the  Bible  of 

*  the  Englijh  Conftitutien.  Had  fome  of  his 
^  Majefty's  unhappy  predeceflbrs  trufted  lefs 
•^to  the  comments  of  their  Minifte'rs,  had 

*  they  been  better  read  in  the  text  itfelf, ,  the 
^  glorious  Revolution  would  have  remained 
^  only  poffible  in  theory,  and  would  not  now 
^  have  exifted  upon  record  a  foyniidable  ex- 

*  ample  to  their  fucceflbrs, 

fMy 
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•  My  Lords,  I  cannot  agree  with  the  noble   ^xx\^ 


*  Duke,  that  nothing  lefs  than  an  immedi-      ,  _ 
^  ate  attack  upon  the  honour  or  intereft  of 

*  this  nation,  can  authorife  us  to  interpofc 
^  in  defence  of  weak-cr  ftates,  and  in  ftop- 

*  ping  the  enterprizes  of  an  ambitious  neigh- 

*  hour.      Whenever    that    narrow,    felfifli 

*  policy,  ha«  prevailed  in  our  councils,  we 
'  have  conftantly  experienced  the  fatal  efFeSs 

*  of  it.     By  fufFering  our  natural  enemies  to 

*  opprefs  the  powers>  lefs  able  than  we  are 

*  to  -make  a  refiftance,  we  have  permitted 

*  thenv  to  encreafe  their  ftrength,  we  have 

*  loft   the  moft  favourable  opportunities  of 

*  oppofing  them  with   fuccefs ;  and   found 

*  ourfelves  at  laft  obliged  to  run  every  hazard, 

*  in  making  that  caufe  our  own,  in  which 
'  we  wer«  not  wife  enough  to  take  part, 

*  while  the  expence  and  danger  might  have 

*  been  fupported  by  others. — ^^With  refpeS . 
^  to  Corfica  I  fhall  only  fay,  that  France  has 
'  obtained  a  more  ufeful  and  important  ac- 

*  quifition  in  one  Pacific  Campaign,  than  in 

*  any  of  her  Belligerent  Campaigus  ;  at  leaft 

*  while  I  had  the  honour  of  adminiftering  the 

*  war  againft  her.     The  word  may,  perhaps, 
^  be  thought  fingular :  I  mean  only  while  I 

*  was 
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*  was  the  Minifter,  chiefly  entruflcd  with  the 
'  condudt  of  the  war.  I  remember,  my 
'  Lords,  the  time  when  Lprrain  was  united 

*  to  the  Crown  of  France,  that  too  was,  in 

*  fome  meafure,    a    pacific    conqueft ;    and 

*  there  were  people  who  talked  of  it,  as  the 

*  noble  Duke  now  fpeaks  of  Corfica.    France 

*  was  permitted  to  take  4nd  keep  poiTeffion  of 

*  a  noble  province  j   and,  according  to  his 

*  Grace's  ideas,  we  did  right  in  not  oppofing 

*  it.     The  eiFe6t  of  thefe  acquifitions,  is,  I 

*  I  confefs,  not  immediate ; ,  but  they  unite 

*  with  the  main   body  by  degrees,  and,  in 

*  time,  make  a  part  of  the  national  ftrength. 

*  I  fear,  my  Lords,  it  is  too  much  the  temper 

*  of  this  country  to  be  infenfible  of  the  ap- 

*  proach  of  danger,  \intil  it  comes  with  accu- 

*  mulated  terror  upon  us- 

'     *  My  Lords,  the  dondition  of  his  Majcfly 's 

*  affairs   in   Ireland,   and  the   ftate  of  that 

*  kingdom  within  itfelf,  will  undoubtedly 

*  make  a  very  material  part  of  your  Lordftiips 

*  enquiry.     I  am  not  fufficiently  informed 

*  to  enter  into  the  fubje6t  fo  fully  as  I  could 

*  wifh ;  -but  by  what  appears  to  the  public, 

*  and  from  my  own  pblervation,  I  confefs  I 

*  cannot 
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*  cannot  give  the  miniftry  much  credit  for   ^^^ ^^ 

*  the  fpirit  or  prudence  of  their  condudl.  I 
^  I  jfee,  that  even  where  their  'meafurcs  are 
^  well  choien,  they  are  incapable  of  carrying 

*  them    through    without    fome    unhappy 

*  mixture   of.  weaknefs   or   imprudence. — 

*  They  are  incapable  of  doing  entirely  right. 
'*  My  Lprdsj  I  do^  from  my  confcience,  and 

*  from   the  beft  weighed  principles  of  my 

*  underftanding*  applaud  the  augmentation 

*  of  the  army.  As  a  military  plan,  I 
'^  believe,  it  has  been  judiciou fly  arrangedl 

*  In  a  political  view,  I  am  convinced  it  waS 

*  for  the  welfare,  for  the  fafety  of  the  whole 
^  empire.      But>  my  Lords,  with  all  thefc 

*  advantages,  with   all  thefc  recommenda'- 

*  tions,  if  I  had  the  honour  of  advifing  his 

*  Majefty,  I  would    never   have    confentcd 

*  to  his  accepting  the  augmentation,  with 

*  that  abfurd  diflionourable  condition,  which 

*  the  miniftry  have  fubmitted  to  annex  to  it. 
'*  My .  Lords,  I  revere  the  juft  prerogative 
"*  of  the  ,crown>  and   would  Contend  for  it 

*  as  warmly  as  for  the  rights  of  the  people* 

*  They  are  linked   together,  and  ftaturally 

*  fupport  each  other.     I  would  not  touch  U 

*  feather 
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xxxvr    *  fe^tther  of  the  prerdgative.     The  expref* 

*  fion,  perhaps,   is  too  light;  but,   fincc   I 
/  have  made  ufc  of  it,  let  me  add,  that  the 

*  intirc  command  and  power  of  diredling 

*  the  local  difpofition  of  the   army  is    the 
«  royal  prerogative,  as  the  mafter-feather  in 

*  the  eaglets  wing ;  and  if  I  were  permitted 
^  to  carry  the   allufion   a    little  farther,   I 

*  would  fay,  they  have  difirmed  the  impe- 

*  rial  bird,  the  ^*  Minijirum  Fulminis  Ali^ 

*  tem.'^    The  army  is  the  thunder  of  the 

*  crown. — ^The  miniftry  have  tied   up  the 

*  hand  which  fhould  diredf  the  bolt. 


*  My  Lords^  I  remember  that  Minorca 
was  loft  for  want  of  four  battalions.  They 
could  not  be  fpared  from  hence;  and 
there  was  a  delicacy  about  taking  them 
from  Ireland,  I  was  one  of  thofe,  who 
promoted  an  enquiry  into  that  matter  in 
the  other  houfe ;  and  I  was  convinced  we 
had  not  regular  troops  fufficient  for  the 
necefl'ary  fervice  of  the  nation  ^  Since  the 
moment  the  plan  of  augmentation  was 
firft  talked  of,  I  have  conftantly  and 
warmly  fupported  it  among  my  friends: 
I  have  recommended  it  to  feveral  mem-* 

*  bcrs 
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*  bers  of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  and    ^x  A''* 


*  exhorted  them  to  fupport  it  with   their 

*  utmoft  intereft  in  parliament.   .  I  did  not 

*  forefee,  nor   could  I  conceive  it  poflibld, 

*  the  miniftry  would  accept  of  it,  with  a 

*  condition  that  makes  the  plan  itfelf  inef- 

*  fedtual,  and,  as  far  as  it  operates,  defeats 
'  every    ufcful    purpofe    of  maintaining  a 

*  ftanding  military  force.  .His  Majefty  is 
'  now  fo  confined,  hy  his  promife,  that  he 
^  mull  leave  twelve  thouland  men  locked 
'  up  in  Ireland,    let   the    fituation  of  his 

*  affairs  abroad,  or  the  approach  of  danger 

*  to  this  country,  be  ever  fo  alarming,  unlefs 

*  there  be  an  aAual  rebelUon,  or  invafion, 

*  in  Great  Britain.  Even  in  the  two  cafes 
'  excepted  by  the  king's  promife,  the  mif- 

*  chief  muft  have  already  begun  to  operate, 

*  muft  have  already  taken  effcd:,  before  his 
'  Majefty  can  be  authorifed  to  fend  for  the 

*  affiftance  of  his  Irifh  army.  He  has  not 
'  left  himfelf  the  power  of  taking  any  pre- 

*  ventative  meafures,  let  his  intelligence  be 

*  ever  fo   certain,  let  his  approhenfions  of 

*  invafion    or.  rebellion  be    ever    fo    well- 

*  founded :  unlefs  the  traitor  1?^  actually  in 

*  arms  ;  unlefs  the  enemy  be  in   the  heart 

VOL.   II.  p  •  of 
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^xxv^i.    *  ^^  y^^^  Country,  he  cannot  move  a  fingle 
•  man  from  Ireland  *. 
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♦  The  following  is  an  extradt  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant's 
meilage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland  upon  this 
occafion : 

"  TowKSHEifD,     Gentlemen^  "  I  am   commanded^  by 
y*  his  Majefty,  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majefty,  upon  the 
*'  moft   mature    con£deration  of   the  flate   and    circom- 
"  ftances  of  this  kingdom,  judges  it  abfolutely  neceflary, 
*^  that  a  number  of  troops,  not  lefs  than  twelve  thoufand 
''  m^n,  commifiioned  and  non-commiflioned  officers  includ- 
'*  ed,  ihould  be  kept  therein,  for  the  better  defence  of  the 
'•  fame  i  and  that  his  Majefty,  finding  that,  confiftent,  with 
'*  the  general  public  fervice,  the  number  before-mentioned 
**  cannot  be  conftantly  continued  in  Ireland,  unlefs  his  army 
•*  upon  the  Irilh  eftablifhment  be  augmented  to  15*235  men 
"  in  the  whole,  commiffioned  and  non-commifBoncd  offi- 
**  cers  included :  His  Majefty  eameftly  recommends  it  ta 
*'  his  ^thfttl  Commons  to  concur  in  a  meafure,  which  his 
"  M^efty  has  extremely  at  heart,  as  neceflary  not  only  for 
**  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his  crown,  but  the  peace  and 
**  fecurity  of  this  kingdom.    And  I  have  his  Majefty's  Q>e- 
**  cial  command  to  aflure  you  exprefsly,  in  his   Majefty's 
''  name,  that  it  is  his  determined  refolution,  tliat  upon  fudi 
"  augmenution*  a  number  6?  effedtive  troops,  not  lefs  than 
''  12,000  men,  commifiiohed  and  non-commifConed  officers 
**  included^  Ihall,  at  all  times,  except  in  cafes  of  invasion 
**  or  rebellitn  in  Great  Britain,  be  kept  within  this  king- 
**  dom,  for  the  better  defence  thereof."    Lord  Chatham's 
#eafoning  on  the  prefent  meflage,  is  Certainly  right,  for  if 
Englifh  mmiftry  were  to  determine   upon  the  ne^eftity  of 
fending  for  troops  from  Ireland,  according  to  their  own 
appreheniions  or  intelligence,  the  condition,  with  refped  to 
bclaadtf  wOttId  be  nugatory, 

«Ifoel 
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»  I  feel  myfelf  compelled,  my  Lords,  to    xxxvi^* 

*  return  to  that  fubjed:  which  occupies  and   ^^^^Tjjc!^ 

*  interefts  mc  moft ;  I  mean  the   internal 

*  diforder  of  the  conftitution,  and  the  re-' 

*  medy  it  demands.     But  firft,'  I  would  ob-^ 

*  fefve,   there   is   one  point  upon  which  I 

*  think  the  noble  Duke  has  not  explained 

*  himfelf*     I  do  not  mean  to  catch  at  words, 

*  but,  if  poffiblej  to  poffefs  the  fenfe  of 
'  what  i  hear*.  I  would  treat  every  man 
'  with  candour,  and  fliould  expeft  the  fame 
'  candour  in  return.     For  the  noble  Diike, 

*  in   particular,    I  have  every  perfonal  re- 

*  fpedl  arid  regard.     I  never  defire  to  uh- 

*  derftand  him^  but  as  he  wifhes  to  be 
'  underftood.     His  Grace,  I  think,  has  kid 

*  much   ftrefs    upon    the   diligence  of  the 

*  feveral   public  offices,  arid    the   afllftariCe 

*  given    them   by   the    Adminiftration,    in 

*  preparing   a  ftate  of  the  expences  of  hi* 

*  Majefty's  civil  government,  for  the  irifor- 
^  mation  of  Parliament,  and  for  the  fatif- 

*  fadtion  of  the   public.     He  has  given  us 
.  •  a  numbed  of  plaufible  reafo'ns  fo^  their  not 

^having  yet  been  able  to  firiifh  the  account  i 

*  but,  as  far  as  I  am  able  t6  recollect,  he  has' 
'  not  yet   given   us  the   fmalleft  reafon  to* 

p  *  ^  hope,* 
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'  hope,  tliat  it  ever  will  be  finiflied ;  cr  that 

*  It  ever  will  be  laid  before  Parliament  • 

*  My  Lords,  I  am  not  unpraftifed  in  bu- 

*  finefs,  and  if,  with  all  that  apparent  dili- 

*  gence,  and  all  that  affiftance,  which   the 

*  noble  Duke  Ipeaks  of,    the  accounts    in 

*  queftion  have  not  yet  been  made  up,  I 
'  am  c6nvinced  there  mull  be  a  defe<a:  in 
'  fome  of  the  public  offices,  which  ought  to 

*  be.  ftridly  enquired  into,  and  feverely 
'  punifhed.  But,  toy  Lords,  the  wafte  of  the 
'  public  money  is  not  of  itfelf  fo  important 
'  as   the  pernicious  purpofe  to  which  we 

*  have   reafon  to   fufped:  that  money  has 

*  been  applied.      For  fome  years  paft,  there 

*  has   been  an    influx  of  wealth    into  'this 

*  country,    which  has  been  attended  with 

*  many  fatal   confequences,    bccaufe  it  has 

*  not  been  the  regular,  natural  produce  of 

*  labour  and  induftry.  The  riches  of  Afia 
\  have  been,  poured  in  upon  us,  and  have 

*  brought  with  them  not  only  Afiatic  luxury, 
'  but,  I  fear,  Afiatic  principles  of  govern- 
'  ment.     Without  connexions,  without  any 

*  natural  intereft  in  the  foil,  the  importers  of 

*  foreign  gold    have  forced  their  way  into 

*  Parliament, 
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*  Parliament,    by  fuch  a  torrent  of  private    xxxvi' 

*  corruption,  as  no  private  hereditary  fortun^e 
'  could  refift.     My  Lords,  not  %ing  but 

*  what  is  within  the  knowledge  of   us  all, 

*  the  corruptioi^  of  the  people  is  the  great 
'  original  caufe,  of  the  difcontents   of    the 

*  people   themfelves,   of  the    enterprife   of 

*  the    Crown,     and    the    notorious    decay 

*  of  the  internal  vigour  of  the  Conftitution. 

*  For  this  great  evil  fome  inimediate  remedy 
'  muft  be   provided ;    and   I   confefs,    my 

*  Lords,   I  did  hope,  that  his  Majefty's  fer- 

*  vants  would  not  have   fufFered  fo  many 

*  years  of  peace  to  r^lapfe,  without  paying 
'  ibme  attention  to  an  objeA,    which  ought 

*  to  engage  and  intereft  us  all.     I  flattered 

*  myfelf  I  fhould  fee  fome  barriefs  thrown 
'  up  in  defence  of  the  Conftitution,   fome 

*  impediment  formed  to  ftop  the  rapid  pro- 

*  grefs  of  corruption.     I  doubt  not  we  all 

*  agfee   that   fomething  ^  muft   be   done.     I 

*  fhall  o^er  my  thoughts,  fuch  as  they  are^ 
f  to  the  coiiuderation  of  tht  Houfe;  and  I 
^  wifh  that  every  noble  Lord  who  hears  me, 

*  would  be  as  ready  as  I  am  to  contribute 

*  his  opinion  to  this  important  fervice.     I 

*  will  not   call  my  owii  fentiments  crude 

p  3  ^  and 
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%xxvi    ^  ^^^  indigefted  ;  it  would  be  unfit  for  me 
.*to   offer   any    thing    to    your   Lordfliips^ 

*  which  I  had  not  well  confidered ;  and  this 

*  fubjedt,  I  own,  has  not  long  occupied  my 

*  thoughts.     1  will  now  give  them  to  your 

*  Lordfhips  without  refcrve* 

*  Whoever  underftands  the  theory  of  the 

*  Englifh  Conftitution,  and  will  compare  it 

*  with  the  fadt,  muft  fee  at  once  how  widely 

*  they  differ.     We  mufi  reconcile  them  to 

*  each  other,  -if  we  wifli  to  fave  the  liber- 

*  ties;  of  this  country  ;   we  muff  reduce   our 

*  political  practice,  as  nearly  as  pollible,  to 
f  our  principles.     The  Conftitution  intended 

*  that  there  fhould  be  a  permanent  relation 

*  between  the  conftituent  and  reprefentative 

*  body  of  the  people.  Will  any  man  affirm, 
f  that>  as  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  now 
f  formed,   that   relation  is  any  degree  pre- 

*  ferved  ?  My  Lords,  it  is  not  preferved ;   it 

*  is  deftroyed.  Let  us  be  cautious,  however, 

*  how  vve  have  recourfc  tp  violent  expcdi- 
f  ents, 

*  The  bqroughs  of  this  country  have  pro- 
!  periy  enough  been  called  the  rotten  parts 

^  ' '  '^      :   !of 
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*  of  the  Conftitution.    J  have  lived  in  Cora-    xxxvl' 
^  wall,  and  without  entering  into  an  invidi- 

*  ous   particularity,    have   feen   enough    to/ 

*  juftify  the  appellation.     But  in  my  judg- 

*  ment,  my  Lords,  thefe  boroughs,  corrupt  ' 

*  as  they  are,  muft  be  confidered  as  the  na- 

*  tural  infirmity  of -the  Conftitution.     Like 

*  the  infirmities  of  the  body,  we  muft  bejir 

*  them  with  patience,   and  fubmit  to  carry 

*  them  about  with  us.     The  limb  is  mor- 

*  tificd,  but  the  amputation  might  be  death, 

♦  Let  us  try,    my  Lords,  whether  fome 

*  gentler  remedies  may  not  be  difcovered. 

*  Since  we  cannot  cure  the  difbrder,  let  us 

*  endeavour  to  infufe  fuch  a  portion  of  new 
^  health  into  the  Conftitution,  as  may  enable 

*  it  to  fupport  its  moft  inveterate  difeafes, 

*  The  reprefentation  of  the  counties  is,  I 

*  think,  ftill  preferved  pure  and  uncorrupted, 

*  That  of  the  greateft  cities  is  upon,  a  footing 

*  equally  refpedtable ;  and  there  are  many  of 

*  the  larger  trading  towns,   which  ftill  pre- 

*  ferve  their  independence.      The  infufion 

*  of^health  which  I  now  allude  to,    would 

*  be  to  jpermit  every  county  to  eled:  one 

p  4  ^  member 
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xx»rL    *  ^c°^ber  more,  in  addition  to  their  prefent 

>*^"V^  *  rcprefcntation.     The  knights  of  Ac  (hires 

^  approach  neareft  to  the  ConftitutionaJ  repre* 

*  fentation  of  the  country,  becaufe  they  rc- 

*  preftnt  the  foiL     It  is  not  in  the  little 
'          ^  dependent  boroughs,  it  is  in  the  great  ci* 

*  ties  and  counties  that  the  ftrcngth  jmd  vi-.' 

*  gour  of  the  ConfHtution  rciides,    and  by 

*  thepi  alone,  if  an  unhappy  queftion  ihould 

*  ever  rife,  will  the  Cqnftitution  be  hoiicftly 
^  and  firmly  defended^  It  would  increafe 
^  tliat  ftrength,  bec^ufc  I  think  it  is  the  only 
'  fecurity  we  Iwyc  againft  the  profligacy  of 

*  the  times,  the  corruption  of  the  people, 
^  and  the  ambition  of  the  crpwn, 

^  I  think  I  have  weighed  ev^ry  poflible 
'  objedlion  that  c^  be  rajfed  againft  a  pUn 

*  of  this  nature ;  and  I  eonfefs  I  fee  but  one, 

*  which,  to  me,  carries  any  jippes^rances  of 

*  folidity.     It   may  be   faid,   perhaps,   that 

*  when  the  zdi  paffed  for  uniting  the  two 
'  kingdoms,    the  number  of  perfons   who 

*  were  to  reprefent  th*  whole  nation  in  P^-^ 
'  hamcnt  was  proportioned  and  fixed  on  for 
'  ever — ^That  this  hmitationis  a  fundamejjiel 

'  '    ^  .articl^i 
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^  article,     and  cannot   be    altered  without    ^^^^f- 

*  hazarding  a  diflblution  of  the  Union. 
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'  My  Lords,  no  man  who  hears  me  can 

*  have  a  greater  reverence  for  that  wife  and 
'  hnportant  aft,  than  I  have.  I  revere  the 
^memory  of  that  great    Prince   who  firft 

*  formed  the  plan,  and  of  thofe  illuftrious 
^  patriots  who  carried  it  into  execution.  As 
'  a  contrad:,  every  article  of  it  fhould  be  in- 
'violable;  as  the  common  bafis  of  the. 
'  ftrength  and  happinefs  of  two  nations,  * 
'every  article  of  it  flhould  befacred.  I  hope^ 
'I  cannot    be    fufpedled   of   conceiving  a 

*  thought  lb  deteftable,  as  to  propofc  an  ad-r^ 

*  vantage  to  oneofthfe  contradliag  parties 
'it   the  expence' of  the  other.     No,    my 
'  Lords,  I  mean  that  the  benefit  ihould  be^ 
'  univerfal,  and  the  confent   to  receive  it 

*  unanimous.     Nothing  lefs  than  a  moft  ur- 
'gent  and  important  occafion  fhould  per^ 

*  fuade  me  to  v*ry  even  from  the  letter  of 
/  the  aft;  but  there  is  no  opcafion^  however 

••irgent,  however  important,  that  fhould 
'  ever  induce  me  to  depart  from  the  fpirit  of 
'  It.  Let  that  fpirit  be  religioufly  preferved. 
'  I^t  \js  follow:  the  princ^le  upon  which 

'the 
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*  the    reprefentation    of  the  two  countries' 

*  was  proportioned  at  the  Union :  and  when 
La.That-  *  we  increafc  the  number  of  reprefentatives 
h^Zlc\s.-  '  for  the  Engliih  counties,  let  the  fhires  of 
mg  am.      ^  Scotkud   be  allowed  an  equal  privilege. 

*  On  thefe  terms,  and  while  the  proportion 

*  limited  by  the  Union  is  preferved  between 

*  the  two  nations,  I  apprehend  that  no  man, 

*  who  is  a  friend  to  either,  will  obje<3:  to 

*  an  alteration,   fo  neceflary  for  the  fecurity 

*  of  both*     I  do  not  fpeak  of  the  authority 

*  of  the  Legiflature  to  carry  fuch  a  meafurc 

*  into  cffeft,  bccaufe  I  imagine  no  man  will 

*  difpute  it.  But  I  would  not  wifti  the  Legif- 

*  lature  to  interpofe  by  an  exertion   of  its 

*  power  alone,  without  the  chearfiil  concur- 

*  rcnce  or  allparties.  My  objedt  is  the  happi- 

*  nefs  and  fecurity  of  the  two  nations,  and  I 
^  would  not  wiih  to  obtain  it  without  their 

*  mutual  confent, 

*  My  .Lords,  befides  my  warm  approbatioa 

*  of  the  motion   made  by  the   noble  Lord, 

*  I  have  a  natural  and  perfonal  pleafure  i* 

*  rifiug  up  to  fecond  it,     I  confider  my  fc- 
"f  conding   his    Lordftiip*s   motion,     and    I 

*  would  wi(k  it  to  be  confidered  by  others, 

^  as 
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*  as  a  public  demonftration  of  that  cordial    xxxvl 

*  union,  which  I  am  happy  to  affirm,  fubfifts 

*  between  us— of  my  attachment  to  thofc 

*  principles  which  he  has  fo  well  defended, 
"^  and  of  my  refpeit  for  his  perfon.      There 

*  has  been  a  time,  my  Lords,  when  thole 

*  \^2io  wifhed  well  to  neither  of  us,    who 

*  wiftied  to  fee  us  feparated  for  ever,    found 

*  a  fiifficient  gratification  for  their  malignity 
againft  us  both.  But  that  time  is  happily 
at  an  end.     The  friends  of  this   country 

*  will,  I  doubt  not,  hear  with  pleafure,  that 

*  the  noble  Lord  and  his  friends   are  now 

*  united  with  me  and  mine,   upon*  a  prindi- 
'  pie  which,  I  truft,  will  make  our  union 

indiflbluble.     It  is  not  to  poflefs,  or  divide, 

*  the  emoluments  of.  government ;  but,    if 

*  poffible,    to   fave    the  ftate.    .  Upon  this . 

*  ground   We   met — upon   this    ground  we 

*  ftand,  firm  and  infeparable*    No  minifterial 

*  artifices,    no  private  offers,  no  fecret  fe- 

*  dudion,  can  divide  us.     United  as  we  are, 

*  we  can  fet  the  profoundcft:  policy  of  the 
^'prefent  miniftry,  their  grand,  their  only 

*  arcanum  of  government,    their   divide  et 

*  impera^  at  defiance* 

*  I  hope 
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^  I  hope  an  early  day  will  be  agreed  to 
^^  ^  for  confidering  the  ftate  of  the  nation. 
'  My  infirmities  muft  fall  heavily  upon  me, 
'  indeed,  if  I  do  not  attend  my   duty    that 

*  day.  When  I  confider  my  age,  and  uahap- 

*  py  ftate  of  health,  I  feel   how   little  I  am 

*  perfonally  interefted  in  the  event  of  any 
'  political  queftion.     But  I  look  forward  to 

*  others,  and  am  determined,  as  far  as  my 

*  poor  ability  extends,  tx)  convey  to  thofe 
,  ^  who  come  after  me,    the  bleflings  which 

^  I  cannot  long  hope  to  enjoy  myfelf/' 

;  The  Hdufe  agreed  to  fixing  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  January,  for  taking  into  con- 
fideration  the  ftate  of  the  nation.  But  at 
that  time  their*  being  no  Lord  Chancellor, 
the  motion  was  adjourned  to  the  fecond  of 
February. — On  the  twenty-ninth  of  Janu- 
ary, four  days  previous  to  the  next  debate, 
the  Duke  oi<^mfton  refigned.  The  want 
of  a  Lord  Chancellor  determined 'his  Grace 
to  quit  this  fituation.  Eveh  this  fefigna- 
tion,  added  to  the  many  others  which  had 

'  preceded  it,  had  no  effefl:  upon  the  Court, 
The  refolution  of  the  private,  or  confidential, 
cabinet,  was  ftiU  to  perfevere — to  rely  upon 

the 
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the  power  of  the  Crown — and  if  that  was  \^  ^  ^• 
not  fufficient,    to  depend  upon  the  armj.   ^"^w^ 
The  Duke  of  Grafton  s  place  was  given  to 
Lord    North:    he  was  now  Firft  Lord  of 
the  Treafury,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  Minifter  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
The  Great  Seal  was  put  into  commiflion, 
having    been    rcfufed   by    Lord    Mansfield 
and  Sir  JoAn  Eardly   Wilmot.     The  latter 
refufed  on  account  of  his  age.     The  former,^ 
becaufe  his  poft  of  Chief   Juftice  of  the 
Court  of   King's  Bench   afforded  a  more, 
permanent  emolument. 
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LORD  Chatham's  speech  on  the  de- 
cision   OF   THE    HOUSE    OF    COMMONS 

ON   THE     MIDDLESEX    5LECTJON HIS 

SPEECH    ON     SECRET    INFLUENCE ON 

THE   CIVIL   IflST,    AND  DISMISSION  OF 

LORD     CAMDEN FACT     CONCERNING 

QUEEN       ANNE'§     civil     LIST  —  MR- 

grenville's  election  bill,  • 

CHAP,    /^N  the  fecond  day  of  February,   1770, 
^--^^V>^  the  Houfe  of  Lords  being  in  a  com- 
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mittee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation.  Lord 
.  Rockingham  moved,  That  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  in  the  exercife  of*  its  judicature  in 
matters  of  eledion,  is  bound  to  judge  accor- 
ding to  the  law  of  the  land,  and  the  known 
and  eftablifhed  law  and  cuftom  of  parlia- 
ment, which  is  part  thereof. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  oppofed  the  mo- 
tion; and  Lord  Clxuham  x^^^Xit^  to  Lord 
Sandivic/j. 


•  LoF^ 
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Lord     Chatham   began    with   obferving,    xxxvu; 
^  that  the  noble  Lord  had  been  very  adroit   ^'^l'^^!^ 

*  in  referring  to  the  Journals,  and  in  colka:-,  tKd!'' 

*  ing  every  circumftance  that  might   aflift  Euafoa, 

*  his  argument.     Though  my  long  and  al- 

*  moft  continued  infirmities,  faid  he,  have 

*  denied  me  the  hour  of  eafe  to  obtain  thefc 

*  benefits,  yet,  without  the  affiftance  af  the 

*  journals,   or  other  collaterals,  I  can  reply 

*  to  both  the  precedents  which  hisLordihip 

*  has  produced. 

*  I  will  readily  allow  the  fa£ts  to  be  as 
'  the  noble  Earl  has  ftated  them,  viz.  That     , 

*  Lionel,  Earl  of  Middlefex\  as  well  as  Lord 

*  Bacon,\vtxt  both,  for  certain  crimes  andmif- 

*  demeanors,  expelled  this  houfe,  and  incapa- 
'  citated   from  ever   fitting  here ;    without 

*  occafipning  any  interference  from  the  other 

*  branches  of  the  legiflature. 

«  Neither  of  thefe  cafes  bear  any  analogy 
'  to  the  prefent  cafe.     They  afFefted  only 

*  thcmfelves.     The  rights  of  no  conftituent 

*  body  were  aiFedled  by  them.     It  is  not  the 

*  perfon  of  Mr.  Wilkes  that  is  complained  of; 

*  as  an   individual,   he  is  perfonally  but  of 

•the 
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^xxVi.  *  '^^  difpute.     The  caule  of  complaint  the 
^^'PQ^  *  great  caufe,  is,  that  the  inherent  xights  and 

*  franchifcs  of  the  people  are,  in  this  cafe, 

*  invaded,  trampled  upon,  and  annihilated. 

*  Lord  Bacon  and  Lord  Middle/ex  i^eprefent- 

*  ed  no  county,  or  city.     The  rights  of  no 

*  freeholder,  the  franchifes  of  no   elector, 

*  were  deftroyed  by  their  expulfion.     The 

*  cafes  are  as  widely  different  as  north. from 

*  fouth.     But  I  will  allow  the.  noble  Earl  a 

*  fuccedaneum    to   his    argument,    which, 

*  probably,  he  has  not  as  yet  thought  ^of. 

*  I  will  fuppofe  he  urges,  ^*  That  whatever 
*' authority  gives  a  feat  to  a  Peer,  it  is,  at 
•*  ieaft,  equally  as  refpedlable  as  to  a  Com- 
**  moner,  and  that,  both  in  expulfion  and 
**  incapacitation,  the  injury  is  direftly  the 
^*  lame  :*' — Granted;    and    I   will    further 

*  allow,  that  if  Mr.  Wilkes  had  not  been 

*  re-ekUed  by  the  people,  the  firft  expulfion, 

*  I  believe,  would  be  efficient.     Therefore, 

*  my  Lords,  this  comparifon  ceafes ;    for, 

*  except  thefe  noble  Lords  mentioned,  had 

*  receved  a  frefli  title,  either  by  birth  or 

*  patent,   they  could  not  poflibly.  have  any 

*  claim  after  the  firft:  expulfion.     The  noble 

*  Lord  alks,  ^*  Hpw  came  this  dodrinc  to 

"  be 
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«  be  broached  ?"     And  adds,  «  Who  fhould    ^^"^vn: 
**  be  more  tenacious  of  their  liberties  and 
•'  privileges  than  the  members  themfelves  ?" 
'  In  refped:  to  the  latter  part  of  this  queftion> 
'  I  a^ree  none  ihould  be  fo  proper  as  them*- 

*  lelves  to  protedt  their  own  rights  and  pri- 

*  vileges  j  and  I  fincerely  lament  that  they 

*  have,    by  their  recent  conduft,    fo  far  for^ 

*  got  what  thofe  previliges  are,    that  they 

*  have  added  to  the  long  lift  of  venality  from 

*  'Efauto  the  prefent  day.  In  regard  to  the 
^  firft  part,  "  How  came  this  doctrine  to  be 
**  broached  ?'*  Imuft  tell  the  noble  LiOrd, it  is 
'  as  old  as  the  Conftitution  itfclf ;  the  liber- 
^  ties  of  the  people,  in  the  original  diftribu- 

*  tion  of  government,  being  the  firft  thing 

*  provided  for ;  and  in  the  cafe  of  Mr. 
'  Wilkesy  though  we  have  not  inftances  as 
^  numerous  as  in  other  cafes,   yet  it  is,  by 

*  no  means,  the  lefs  conftitutional ;  like  a 

*  comet  in  the  jSrmament,  which,  however 

*  it  may  dazzle,  and  furprife  the  vulgar  and 

*  untutored, .  by  unfrequency  of  its  appeaE- 

*  ance,'  the  philofopher,  verfed  in  aftronomic 
'  fcience,  it  affedls  no  more  than  any  other 

*  common  procefs  of  nature,  being  perfedUy 

*  fimple,  and  to  him  perfedlly  intelligible. 

VOL.  II.  a  *  NeM 
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xxxvn    *  ^^^^  ^  remind  you,  my  Lords,  at    this 

*  period,  of  that  common  fchool-boy  pofition, 
"  that  theconftitution  of  this  country  depends 
**  upon  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  that 
**  each  by  their  power  area  balance  to  the 
**  other/'     If  this  is  not  the  cafe,  why  were 

*  the  three  eftates  conftituted  ?   Why  {hould 

*  it  be  neceflary  before  an  aft  of  parliament 

*  takes  place,  that  their  mutual  concurrence 

*  fhould  be  had-  My  Lords,  I  am  afhattied 
^  to  trudge  in  this  common  track  of  argu- 

*  ment ;  and  have  no  apology  to  make,  but 

*  that  I  have  been   drawn  into   it   by  the 

*  noble  Lord's  averting,  ^*  We  had  no  right 
"  to  interfere  with  the  privileges  of  the  other 
^•Honfe/' 

*  The  noble  Earl  has  fceen  very  exad:  in 

*  his  calculation  of  the  proportion  of  perfons 

*  who  have  petitioned ;   and  did  the  affair 

*  refti  merely,  on  this  calculation,   his  ar- 

*  gurtient  would  be  unanfwcrable  5  but  will 

*  he  confider   what   numbers,    whofe  pri- 

*  vate  fentiments  felt  all  die  rigour  of  par- 

*  iiamentary  proceedings,  but  for  want  of  a 

*  few  principals  to  call  them  together,  and 

*  coUeft  their  opinions^  have  never  reached 

♦  the 
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*  the  ear  of  their  fovereign.     If  we  add  to   xxxvu 

*  this  number,  the  intereft  made  ufe  of  on 

*  the  fide  pf  government,  to  fupprefs  all  pe- 
'  titiong,    with  the  authority  that  placemen 

*  have  neceffarily  over  their  dependants^   it 

*  is  very  furprifing,  that  out  of  forty  coun* 

*  ties,  thirteen  had  fpirit  and  independence 

*  fufficient  to  ftem  fuch  a  tide  of  venality. 
f  But  I  will  fuppofe  that  this  was  not  the 
f  cafe^  th?t  no  undue  influence  was  made  , 

*  ufe  of,   and  that  hence  but  one.  thii*d  erf 

*  the    people    think  themfelves   aggrieved.' 

*  Are  numbers  to  conftitute  right  ?  are  not 
'  the  laws  of  the  land  fixed  and  unalterable  ? 
'  and  is  not  this  proceeding  complained  of, 

*  or  any  other  (fupported  even  but  by  one), 

*  to  be  tried,  and  adjudged  by  thefe  laws  ? 
^  Therefore,  however  the  noble  Lord  may 

*  excel  in  the  dodxine  of  calculation  as  a . 

*  Speculative  matter,   it  can  by  no   means 

*  ferve  him,  urged  in  the  courfe  of  argu- 
'  ment. 

*  Let  U8  not  then,  my  Lords,  be  deaf  to 

*  the   alarms   of  the  people,    when   thdfe 

*  alarms  are  founded  on  the  infringement  of 

*  their  rightL-^LfJt  us  not  fit  neuter  and 

Q^z  ^  inattentive 
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xxxvn.    *  inattentive  to  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
^"^p^^  *  Houfe.     We  are,  equally  with  that  Houfe, 

*  entrufted  with  the  people's  rights,  and  we 

*  cannot  confcientioiifly  difcharge  our  duties 
'  without  our  interference,  whenever  we 
^  find  thofe  rights,   in  any  part  of  the  con- 

*  ftitution,  trampled  on. 

*  1  have,  niy  Lords,    trefpaifed  oA  yput 

*  patience  at  this  late  hour  of   the  night, 

*  when  the  length  of  this  debate  muft  have 

*  fatigued  your  Lordfhips  confiderably.  But 
'  I  cannot  apologize  in  a  cafe  fo  deeply  inte- 

*  refting  to  the  nation — no  time  can  be  toO 

*  long — no  time  can  be  loft — no  hardfhips 

*  can  be  complained  of. 

*  He  condemned  the  condudt  of  the  Houfe 

*  of  Commons  in  terms  of  afperity.      He 

*  denominated  the  vote  of  that  Houfe,  which 

*  had  made   Colonel  Luttrel  reprefentativc 

*  for  Middlefex,  a  grofe  invafion  of  the 
*. Rights  of  Eledlicn — 2l  dangerous  violatioa 

*  of  the  Engliih  Conftitution — a  treacherous 

*  furrender  of  the  invaluable  privilege  of  a' 

*  freehold,  and  a  corrupt  facrifice  of  their  own 

*  honour.     They  had  ftript  the  ftatute  book 

^of 
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*  of  its  brighteft  ornaments,  to  gild  the  wings, 

*  not   of  prerogative,    but  of  unprincipled 

*  faction  and  laWlefs  domination.    To  gratify 

*  the  refentments'  of  fome  individuals,  the 

*  laws  had  been  defpifed,    trampled   upon, 

*  and  deftroyed — thofe  laws,  which  had  been 
^  made  by  the  ftern  virtue  of  their  anceftors, 

*  the  iron  barons  of  old,   to  whom  we  were 

*  indebted  for  all  the  bleflings  of  our  prefent 

*  Conftitution ;  to  whofe  virtue  and  whofe 

*  blood,  to  whofe  fpirit  in  the  hour  of  con- 

*  teft,  and  to  Avhofe  tendernefs  in  the  triumph 
^  of  vidlory,   the  filken  barons  of  this  day, 

*  owe    their   honours  and  their  feats^    and 

*  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  olve  their  con- 

*  tinuance.     Thefe  meafures,  he  faid,  made 
'  a  part  of  that  unhappy  fyftem,  which  had 

*  been  formed  in  the  prefent  reign,  with  a 

*  ViQVf  to  Tiew-modeliht  Conftitution,  as  well 

*  as  the  Government.     Thefe  meafures  ori- 

*  ginated,  he  would  not  fay,  with  his  Ma- 

*  jefty's  knowledge,    but  in  hisr  Majefty's 

*  Councils.      The  Commons  had  flaviihly 
^  obeyed  the  commands  of  his  Majefty's  fer- 

*  vants,  andhad  thereby  exhibited,  and  proved 

*  to  the  convidion  of  every  man,  what  might 
^  have  been  only  matter  of  fufpicipn  before— 

0^3  ^:^:?, 
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^  that  Minijlers  held  a  corrupt  influence  in  Par  = 

*  liament — it  was  dcmonftrable — it  was  indif-. 
^  putable.  It  was  tiierefore  particularly  necef- 

*  fary  for  their  Lordfhips,  at  this  critical  and 
^  alarming  period,  fo  full  of  jcaloufy  and  ap- 
^  prchenfion,   to  ftep   forwards,  and  oppoft 

*  thcmfclvcs,  on  the  one  hand,  to  the  juftly 
^  incenfed,  and  perhaps  fpeedy  intemperate 
f  rage  of  the  people ;  and  on  the  other,  to  the 

*  criminal  and  malignant  conduA  of  his  Ma- 

*  jefly's  Minifters :  that  they  might  prevent 

*  licentioufnefs  on  the  one  fide,  and  depreda-. 

*  tion  on  the  other.  Their  Lordfhips  were  the 

*  conftitutional  barrier  between  the  extremes 

*  of  liberty  and  prerogative/ 

The  Houfe  being  in  a  Committee,  the 
queftion  was  put.  Whether  the  Speaker  fhould 
refume  the  chair  ?  which  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative  by  a  great  majority. 

The  queftion  being  now  got  rid  of,  and 
notwithftanding  it  was  paft  twelve  o'clock, 
the  Earl  of  Marchmont  made  the  fol- 
Idwing  motion:  "  That  any  refolution  of 
^^  this  Houfe,  diredtly  or  indiredlly  impeach- 
"  ing  a  judgment  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 

'*in 
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*^  in  a  matter  where  their  jurifdiftionis  cprn-    xxxvn. 
**  pctent,  final,  and  conclufive,  would  be  ^  ^''^'^X^ 
*'  violation  of  the  conftitution^l  right  of  the 
«*  Commons,   t^pds  to  ip^ke   a  breach  be- 
"  tween  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and 
**  leads  to  a  general  confufion/' 

*  *^  It  fliould  feem  that  the  Scotch  kept 
this  motion  in  their  pockets:  and  that  they 
referved  themfelves  for  it;  as  neither  the 
Earl  of  Marcbmont^  who  made  it,  nor 
Lord  Mansfield^  who  fupported  it,  opened 
their  mouths  till  now ;  when  they  both 
fpoke  with  great  vigour.  The  Earl  of 
Marchmont  threw  out,  by  way  of  menace  to 
the  Oppofition,  that  if  they  went  one  ftep 
further,  they  would  juftify  the  neceffity  of 
calling  in  foreign  affiftance.  The  Duke  of 
Richmond  called  him  to  order,  and  afked  for 
an  explanation  of  the  wot&s  foreign  affiftance., 
Bjit  he  jhuffied  it  off.  Lord  Mansfield j  \x\ 
a  long  fpeech  infifted,  that  their  Lordihips 
had  no  right  to  interfere  in  any  determina- 
tion of  the  Commpns.     The  Earl  of  Eg^ 

*  From  the  London  Mufeam,  vol.  i,  page  190.    It  is  not 
icnown  tlu^t  any  othe^  account  qF  this  debate  was  t^en. 
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S^xvn:  ^^^^  ^^^*  ^^^  ^^^^  petitions  were  highly 
cenfurable,  that  the  people  had  no  right  to 
prefent  fuch  petitions,  for  that  they  were 
treafonable — *  the  Earl  of  Chatham  thanked 

*  him  for  his  -lenity y  in  permitting  the  petiti- 

*  oners  to  have  their  heads  on  one  day  lon- 

*  ger  :  and  faid,  the  petitions  were  laudable 
^  and  conftitutional ;    and  the   right  of  the 

*  people,  to  prefent  them;  undoubted.  He 
'  then  replied  to  Lord  Mansfieldy  and  ihewed 

*  the  neceffity  of   the  Houfe  of  Lords  in* 

*  terfering,    in  cafe  of  an  invafion  of  the 

*  people's  liberties,  or  an  unconftitutional 
'  determination  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ; 
'  and  he  affirmedi  that  the  cafe  of  the  county 

*  of  Middlefex  fell  under  both  thofe  deno- 

*  minations.  Then  he  conjured  them,  by 
^  the    Hoble    blood  which   had   run  for  fo 

*  many  ages  in  their  veins,  and  by  the  noble 

*  ftruggles  of  their^  anceftors  in  behalf  of 
^  liberty,  not  to  beljiold  with  indifference 
^  a  tranfadlion  fo  alarming  ^  and  modeftly 

*  faid  of  himfelf,   for  his  own  part,   he  was 

*  hardiy  warm  in  his  feat.     He  quoted  Lord 

*  SQmers  and  Chief  Juftice  /Zb//^  in  fupport 
^  of  his  law :  and  drew  their  Qhara6ters 
^'  vety  finely.     He  called  them  koneji  men, 

*  who 
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*  who  knew  and  loved  the  Englifh  Confti-  xxxVu; 
^  tution.  Then  turning  to  Lord  Mansfield y  '^^^^^ 
'  he  faid,   I  vow  to  God  I  think  the  noble 

*  Lord  equals  them  both — in  abilities.     Te^- 

*  wards  the  conclufion  he  complained  ftrongly 
^  of  the  motion's  being  fudden,  and  made  at 

*  niidnight,  and  preffed  the  neceffity  of  an 
^  adjournment  of  only  two  days.      He  faid, 

*  among  other   things,    if  the  Conftitution 

*  muft  be    wounded,    let  it  not  receive  its 
^  mortal  ftab  at  this  dark  and  midnight  hour, 

*  when  honeft  men  are  afleep  in  their  beds,         # 

*  and   whea  only  felons   and  afTaflins  are 

*  feeking  for  prey.' 

At  half  paft  one  in  the  morning  the  que- 
ftion  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

On  the  fecond  day  of  March  1770,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  Lord 
Craven^  for  an  Addrefs  to  the  King,  requeft- 
in^  his  Majefty  would  put  his  Royal  Navy 
on  fuch  a  footing  as  to  fecure  refpedt  to  his 
Crown,  and  protection  to  the  trade  of  his 
fubjefts. 


On 
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xxxva.        *  ^  '^^^  occafion  Lord    Chatham  con^ 
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^  demned  the  condud:  of  his  Majefty's  fer- 
^.vants,    in   almoft   every   particular.      He 

*  complained  ftrongly  of  the  fecret  influence 

*  of  the  Earl  of  Bute ^  which  he  affirmed  ftill 
«  continued,  and  which  had  prevented  there 

*  having  been  any  original  Minifter  fince  the 

*  the  acceffion  of  his  prefent  Maje;fty.     The 

*  Duke  of  Grafton  took  this  to  himfelf,  and 
^  faid  he  did  not  know  what  the  noble  Earl 

*  meant,  by  there  having  been  no  original 

*  Minifter;    he    could   take   upon   him  to 

*  fay,  that  while  he  was  in  office  he  wa^ 
^  as    much  Minifter    as    any    man    could 

*  be.  Lord  Chatham  fcouted  the  idea  of  the 
^  noble  Duke's  having  been  Minifter,   and 

*  feemed  to  laugh  at  his  prefumption  in  having 

*  thought  himfelf  fo.  He  faid,  he  fpoke  of 
^  the  fecret  influence  of  an  invifible  power ; — 
<  of  a  Favourite,    whofe  pernicious  counfels 

*  had  occafioned  all  the  prefent  unhappinefs 
'  and  difturbances  in  the  nation,  and  who, 
^  notwithftanding  he  was  abroad,  was  at  this 

*  moment  as  potent  as  ever;  tliat  he  had  ruin- 
f  ed  every  plan  for  the  public  good,  and  be- 
f  trayed  ever)'  man  who  had  taken  a  refpon- 
^  iible  office ;  that  there  wa§  no  fafety,  no  fe- 

«  curity 
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*  curity  againft  his  power  and  malignity:  that 
«  he  himfelf  had  been  duped,  he  confefled  it 

*  with  forrow ;  that  he  had  been  duped  when 
'  he  leaft  fulpefted  treachery,  at  a  tiip^  when 

*  the  profpeft  was  fair,  and  when  the  appear- 
'  ances  of  confidence  were  ftrong;  in  particu- 
^  Jar,  at  the  time  when  he  was  taken  ill,  and 
'  obliged  to  go  to  Bath  for  a  fhort  week  ;  he 

*  had,  before  he  fct  out,  formed,  with  great 

*  pains,  attention  and  deliberation,  fchemes 

*  highly  interefting  and  of  the  uthioft  import-* 

*  ance  to  this  country  5  fchemes  which  had 

*  been  approved  in  Council,  and  to  which  the 
^  King  himfelf  had  given  his  confent.     But 

*  when  he  returned,  he  found  his  plans  were 

*  all  vanished  into  thin  air. 

•  The  Houfe'  of  Savoy,  continued  he,  has 
'  produced  a  race  of  illuftrious  Princes ;  not- 

*  withftanding  which  it  muft  be  confefled, 

*  that  the  Court  of  Turin  fold  you  to  the 
'  Court  pf  France  in  the  laft  peace. — When 
'  I  was  earneflly  called  upon  for  the  public 
'  fcryice,  I  came  from   Somerfetfhire  v^rith 

*  wings  of  zeal.     I  confented  to  preferve  a 

*  peace  which  I  abominated ;  a  peace  I  would 

*  not  make,  but  would  prpfervc  when  made. 

I  under- 
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^  I  undertook  to  fuppqrt  a  Government  by 

*  law ;  but  to  fliield  no  man  from  public 
*juftice.  Thefe  terms  were  accepted,  I 
'  thought  with  fincerity  accepted.     I  own  I 

*  was  credulous,  I  was  duped,  I    was  dc- 

*  ceived ;  for  I  foon  found  that  there  was 

*  no  ORIGINAL  Adminiftration  to  be  fuifer- 
^  ed  in  this  country.     The  fame  fecret  in- 

*  vifible  influence  ftill  prevailed,  which  had 
^  put  an  end  to  all  the  fucceflive  adminiftra- 

*  tions,  as  foon  as  they  oppofed  or  declined 

*  to  aft  under  it.* 

Here  the  Duke  of  Graftm  rofe  again,  ahd 
faid,  I  rife  to  defend  the  King;  though, if 
I  underftand  rightly  the  words  which  have 
been  fpoken,  they  are  only  the  efFefts  of 
a  diftempered  mind,  brooding  over  its  own 
difcoutent. 

To  which  Lord  Chatham  replied,  *  I  rife 
^  neither  to  deny,  to  retraft,  nor  to  explain 
^  away  the  words  I  have  fpoken.  As  for  his 
^  Majefty,  I  always  found  every  thing  gra- 
^  cious  and  arriiable  in  the  Clofet  \  fo  ami- 

*  ably  condefccnding  as  a  promifcy  in  every 
<  repeated  audience,  pot  only  to  forgiye,t  but 

*  to 
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to  fupply  the  defers  of  health  by  his  cheer-     chap. 


*  ful  fupport,  and  by  the  ready  affiftance  of 

*  all  his  immediate  dependants,  &Ci   Inftead 

*  of  this>  all  the  obftaclos   and   difficulties 

*  which   attended   every    great    and    public 

*  meafure,  did  not  arife  from  thofe   out  of 

*  Government :  they  were  fuggefted,  nourifh^ 

*  ed  and  fupported  by  that  fecret  influence  I 
'  have  mentioned,  and  by  the  induftry  of 

*  thofe  .very  dependants  :  firft  by  fecret  trea- 
'  chery ;   then  by  official  influence  \  after- 

*  wards  in  public  Councils.    A  long  train  of 

*  thefe  practices  has  at  length  unwillingly 

*  convinced  me,  that  there  is  fomcthing  be- 

*  hind  the  Throne  greater  than   the  King 

*  himfelf.  As  to  the  noble  Duke,  there  wa$> 
'  in  his  conducl:,  from  the  time  of  my  being 

*  taken   ill,   a  gradual  deviation  from  every 

*  thing  that  had  been  fettled  and  folemnly 

*  agreed  to  by  his  Grace,  both  as  to  meafures 

*  and  met! ;  till  at  laft  there  were  not  left 

*  two  planks  together  of  the  fhip  which  had 

*  been  originally  launched.  As  to  a  diftem- 
'  pered  mind,  I  have  a  drawer  full  of  proofs 

*  that  my  principles  have  never  given  way 

*  to  any  difeafe ;  and  that  I  have  always  had 

*  fufficient  vigour  of  mind  remaining  to  fup- 

*  port- 
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xxxvn    '  P^^*  them,  and  confeq\iently  to  avoid  all 

^""^■"^C^  *  thofe  fnares,  which  from  time  to  time  have 

'  been  fo  artfully  laid  to  take  advantage  of 

^  my  ftate  of  health  ;  his  Grace  can  witnefs 

'  better  than  any  other  man,  becaufe  he  has 

*  himfelf  the  letters  which  fuflSciently  prove 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

On  the  fixtecnth  day  of  March,  amotion 
was  made,  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  en- 
quire into  the  ftate  and  expenditure  of  the 
Civil  Lift. 

Speech  on       Lord  Cbotbam  fpoke  in  fupport  of  the 

tlie  Civil  ^  ... 

^i*^-         motion,  *  He  faid  the  Civil  Lift  was  appro- 

*  priated,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  the  fupport 

*  of  the  Civil  Government ;  and  in  the  next, 

*  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Cjown. 

*  \i\  every  other  refpeft,  the  minute  and  par- 

*  ticular  expcnccs  of  the  Civil  Lift  are  as  open 

*  to  Parliamentary  examination  and  enquiry, 

*  in  regard  to  the  application  and  abufe,  as 

*  any  other  grant  of  the  people,  to  any  other 

*  This  fpeech  is  alfo  copied  from  the  London  Mofei^n, 
vol.  1.  page  2^. 

*  purpofe : 
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*  purpofe  :  and  Minillers  are  equally  or  more   xxxvn 

*  culpable  for  incurring  an  unprovided  ex- 

*  pence',  and  for  running  in  arrears  this  fervice, 

*  as  for  any  other.     The  preambles  of  the 

*  Civil  Lift  afts  prove  this :  and  none  but 

*  children,  novices,  or  ignorants,  will  ever 

*  a<9:  without  proper  regard  to  them :  and 

*  therefore,  I  can  never  confent  to  encreafe 

*  fraudulently  the  Civil  Eftablifhment,  under 

*  pretence  of  makitig  up  deficiencies ;    nor 

*  will  I  bid  fo  high  for  Royal  favour;  and 
'  the  Minifter  who  is  bold  enough  to  fpend 
'  the    people's  money,  before  it  is  granted 

*  (even  though  it  were  not  for  the  purpofe 

*  of  corrupting    their  reprefentatives),  and 

*  thereby  leaving  the  people  of  England  no 
'  other  alternative,    but  either   to  difgrace 

*  their  Sovereign,  by  not  paying  his  debts, 

*  or  to  become  the  prey  of  every  unthrifty 
'  or  corrupt  Minifter — ^fuch  Minifter  deferves 
^  death, 

'  The  late  good  old  King  had,  fomething^ 

*  of  humanity,  and  amongft  other  royal  and 

*  manly  virtues,  he  pofiefled  juftice,  truth, 

*  artd  fincerity,  in  an  eminent  degree;    fa 

*  that  h«    had   fomcthing   about   him,,  by 

■      .  *    *  which 
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xxxvfi    '  which  it  was    poffible  for  you  to  know 
^"■'^^O*^  *  whether  he  liked  you  or  difliked  you. 

*  I  have  been  told  that  I  have  a  penfion,  and 

*  that  I  have  reconlmended  others  to  pen- 

*  fions.  It  is  true ;  and  here  is  a  lift  of. 
'  them :  you  will  find  there  the  nanies  of 

*  General  Amherji,  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  and 

*  feveral  others  of  the  fame  nature ;  they 
^  were  given  as  rewards  for  real  fervices, 
'  and  as   encouragements  to  other  gallant 

*  heroes.  They  were  honourably  earned  in 
'  a  diiferent  fort  of  campaigns  tlian  thofe  at 
'  Weftminfter ;  they  were  gained  by  a<ftions, 
'  full  of  danger  to  themfelves,  of  glory  and 

*  benefaftion  to  this  nation;  not  by  corrupt 
*  .  f  votes  of  bafenefs  and  deftrudtion  to  their 

*  country. 

'  You  will  find  no  fecret  fervices  there, 

*  and  you  will*  find,  that  when  the  warrior 

*  was  recompenfed,  the  Member  of  Parlia- 
^  ment  was   left   free.     You  will  likcwife 

*  find  a  penfion  of  1500I.  a  year  to'  Lord 

*  Camden.  I  recomnijend  his  Lordfhip  to 
'  be  Chancellor;  his  public  and  private 
'  virtues  were  acknowledged  by  all ;  they 
'  made  his  ftation  more  precarious.    I  could 

*not 
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*  hot  reafonably  expeft  from  hini,  that  he  ^xxvil 

*  would  quit  the  Chief  Jufticefliip  of  the 

*  Common  Pleas,   which  he  held  for  life^ 

*  ^and  put  himfeif  in  the  power  of  ihofe 

*  who  were  not  to  be  triilted,   to  be  dif- 

*  miffed  from  the  Chancery,  perhaps  the 

*  day  after  his  appointment.      The  public 

*  has  not   been  deceived  by  his  conduft* 

*  My  fufpicions  have  been  juftified.    His 

*  integrity,  has  made   him  once   more  a 

*  poor  and  a  private  man;  he  was  dif- 
^  miffed  for  the  vote  he  gave  in  favour  ot 
«  the  right  of  eleftioii  in  the  people/' 

Here  Lord  MARGH^ioNt,  who  lately 
talked  of  foreign  force,  called  Lord 
Chatham  to  order.  Some  Lords  called 
out  "  to  the  bar,  -to  the  bar!'*  Lord 
Marcmmont  moved,  that  Lord  Chat* 
HAM^s  words  ftiould  be  taken  down. 

Lord  CaAtHAM  fedonded  the  motion^ 
and  added,    *  I  neither  deny,   rttraCl,  nor 

*  explain  thefe  words.    I  do  re-affirm  the 

*  faft,  and  I  defire  to  mpet  the  fenfe  df 

*  the  Houfe^    I   appeal  to    the    hdnout 

VOL.  n*  A  *  of 
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xxxvii!  *  ^^  every  Lord   in  this   Houfe,  whether 
^'  V    ^  '  he  has  not  the  fame  conviftion." 

^770.  V 

I 

Lord  Rockingham,  Lord  Temple,  and 
many  other  Lords,  did  upon  their  honour 
affirm  the  fame. 


Lord  Sandwich  and  Lord  Weymouth 
tvould  have  withdrawn  the  motion;  but 
Lord  Marc  HMO  NT,  encouraged  by  Lord 
Mansfield,  perfifted,  and  moved,  that 
nothing  had  appeared  to  juftify  fuch  an 
aflertion.  , 

Lord  Chatham,   •  My  words  remain 

*  unretrafted,  unexplained,  and  re-affirmed. 

*  I  defire  to.  know  whether  I  am  con- 
'  demned  or  acquitted ;  and  whether  I  may 
^  ftill   prefume  to   hold   up  my  head   as 

*  high  as  the  noble  Lord>   who  moved  to 

*  have  my  words  taken  down. ' 

Ta  this  no  anfwer  was  given. 

.  Lord  Chatham  was  reproached  with  ha- 
ving recommended  the  Duke  of  Grafton  ; 
and  that  he  had  forced  his  Grace  on  the 
King  as  his  firft  Miniftcr.. 

Lord 
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Lord  Chatham  replied,  *  I  advifed  his  xxxvff. 
*'Majefty  to  take  the  Duke  of  Grafton  "^^^^^ 

*  as  firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury,    but  there 

*  is  fuch  a  thing  as  time  as  well  as  tide; 
'  and  the  conduft  of  the  noble  Duke  has 
'  convinced  me,  that  I  am  as  likely  to  be 
'  deceived  as  any  other  man,  and .  as  falli-. 
^  ble  as  my  betters.     It  was  an  expreffion 

*  of  that  great  Minifter  Sir  R.  Walpole^ 

*  upon  a  debate  on  the  army  in  the  year 

*  1737,  "  thofe  who  gave  the  power  of 
"  blood,  gave  blood."  I  will  beg  leave  to 
parodize  the  expreffion,  and  fay,  thofe  who 
gave  the  means  of  corruption,  gave  corrup-  , 
tion.  /  xvzll  trujt  no  Sovereign  in  the  world 
with  the  TMans  of ^  pur  chafing  the  tiberties:of 

the  people.  When  I  had  the  honour  of 
being  the  confidential  keeper  of  the  King's 
intention,  he  affured  me,  that  he  never  in^ 
tended  to  exceed  the  allowance  which  was 
made  by  parliament;  and  therefore,  my 
Lords,  at  a  time  when  there  are  no  marks 
of  perfonal  diffipation  in  our  King,  at  a 
tiine  when  there  are  no  marks  of  any  con- 
fiderable  fums  having,  been  expended  to 
« procure  the  fe<^rets  of  our  enemies ;    that 

R  a  > 
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xxxva.  *  rcqueft  of  an  enquiry  into  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  Civil  Lift  (hould  be  refufed,  is 
to  me  moft  extraordinary.    Does  the  King 
of  England  want  to  build  a  palace  equal  to 
his  rank  and  dignity  ?   Does  he  want  to  en- 
courage the  polite  and  ufeful  arts?  Does 
he  mean  to  reward  the  hardy  veteran,  who 
has  defended  his  quarrel  in  many  a  rough 
campaign,     whofe   falary  does  not  equal 
that  of  fome  of  your  fervants  ?     Or  does 
he  mean,  by  drawing  the  purfe-ftrings,  of 
his  fubjefts,  to  fpread  corruption  through 
the  people,  to  procure  a  Parliamefht,*  like 
a  packed  jury,  ready  to  acquit  his  Minifters 
at  all  adventures.  I  do  not  fay,  my  Lords, 
^that  corruption  lies  here,  or  that  corruption 
lies  there;  but  if  any  gentleman  in  England 
were  to  afk  me,  whether  I  thought  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament  were  bribed,  IJhould 
laugh  in  his  face,  and  fay,  "  ,Sir,  it  is  not 
**  fo. "    My  Lords,  from  all  that  has  been 
faid,  I  think  it  muft  appear,  that  an  enp- 
quiry  into  the  ftate  and  expenditure  of  the 
Civil  Lift  revenue  is  expedient,  proper  and 
juft ;   a  refufal  of  it  at  this  time  will  only 
add  ridicule  to  difgrace^  and  folly  to  eiwr- 
mity. 

ThcL 
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The  motion  was  negatived. 

On  this  fubjeft  of  the  Civil  Lift,  it  con- 
not  be  improper  to  fhew  the  falfitv  of  a   Anne? 

^       ^  '  Civil  Lift. 

compliment  paid  by  Beyer,  Tindal,  Snwllet, 
Goldfmithy  and  other  writers,  and  even  by 
fome  Members  of  former  Parliaments,  in 
their  fpeeches,  when  it  has  fuited  their  pur- 
pofe,  to  the  late  Queen  ANifE*  They  fay, 
that  for  four  years,  fl^e  ^ave  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  out  of  her 
Civil  Lift,  towards  carrying  on  the  war 
againft  France;  and  from  hence  they  deduce 
an  argument,  in  proof,  of  the  ceconomy 
and,  patriotifm  of  that  Princefs.  If  the 
aflertion  had  been  true,  the  argument,  might 
have  paffed  without  notice.  But  when  a 
compliment  of  this  fort  is  paid,  not  only 
without  foundation,  but  at  the  expence  of 
truth,  and  of  the  nation ;  it  is  prefumed, 
that  it  will  not  be  thought  improper  to  ftate 
the  Faft,  for  the  information  of  thofe,  who 
have  not  the  Journals  of  Parliament,  and 
other  documents  in  their  pofleffion. 

In  fa£l,  this  pretended  generolity  was  one 

of  the  moft  fcandalous  a£iions  that  the 

R  3  Crown 
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his  life  out  of  a  Court,  he  hoped  he  (hould 
end  it  out  of  a  Court.  He  had  no  view 
of  intereft.  AH  he  meant  was  to  roufe 
his  country  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  bleffings 
of  this  Conftitution.  Then  he  defired  that 
the  Houfe  might  be  fummoned  after  the 
Holidays,  for  he  defigned  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  reverfe  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  on  the  Middlefex  Eleftion.  He 
declared,  that  his  intention  by  this  Bill, 
was  to  give  the  people  a  ftrong  and  tho- 
rough fenfe  of  the  great  violation  of  the 
Conftitution,  by  thofe  unjuft  an^  arbitrary 
proceedings. 
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CHAP,  xxxvni. 

XORD  Chatham's  bill  on  the  middle** 

SEX  ELECTION,  AND  SPEECH  IN 
jBUPPORT  OF  THP  BILL — LORD  CHATf 
ham's  MOTION,  AND  SPEECH,  ON  THE  • 
king's  A.NSWER  TO  A  PETITION  FROM 
THE  CITY  OF  LONDON-r-rHIS  MOTION 
FOR  A  DISSOLUTION  OF  PARLIAMENT-^ 
.  SOME  HEADS  OF  A  SPEECH  ON  REPRE* 
SENTATION— His  LETTER  TO  LORD 
TEMPLE  ON  THAT  SUBJECT^— ANEC?- 
I?OTE  ON  THE  SAMJE  SUBJECT  FROM 
LORD  BUCHAN — GOES  INTO  SOMER- 
SETSHIRE. 

^N  the  firft  day  of  May,  1770,  the  Earl  jfxxviu, 
of  Chatham  prefented  to  the  Hoi^fe  ^^*-v— ^ 
ft  Bill,  intituled,  .   ^'''^^ 

A  Bill  for  rpvprfing  the  adjudications  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  whereby  John 
Wilkes,  Efq ;  has  been  adjudged  incapa- 
ble of  being  elefted  a  Member  to  ferve  in 
this  prefeht  Parliament,  and  the  freehold-^ 
ers  of  the  county  of  Middlefex  have  been  de* 
priy?d  of  one  of  their  legal  reprefentatiyes* 
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xxxvni       The  faid  Bill  was  read  the  firft  time. 


XXXVI 11 


*77o         The  following  is  an  accurate  copy  of 
the  Bill. 

A  BiUfar  reverfing  the  adjudications  of 
the  Hcmfe  of  Commons^  whereby  John 
Wilkes,  Efq.  has  been  adjudged  inca^ 
pable  of  being  eleEted  a  Member  toferve 
in^  this  prefent .  Parliament,  and  the 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Middle-- 
fex  have  been  deprived  of  one  of  their 
legal  Reprefentatives^ 

WHEREAS  the  capacity  of  being  eleft- 
ed   a  Reprefentative  of  the  Commons  in 
Parliament  ( is  under  known  limitations  of 
law)  an  original  inherent  right  of  the  fubjetl; 
and  fofafmuch  as  to  deprive  the  fubjefl  of 
this  high  franchife  and  birth-right,  other- 
wife  than  by  a  judgment  according  to  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  the  conftant  eftab- 
lifhed    ufage    of    Parliament  conformable 
thereto,  and  part  therepf,  is  direftly  con- 
trary to  the  fundamental  laws  and  freedom 
of  this  realm,  and  in  particular  to  the  aft, 
^^  declaring  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
^^  fubjeft,  and  fettling  the  fucceflion  of  the 

«  Crown," 
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^'  crown/'  at  the  ever^memorable  period  of  xxxvnK 
the  Revolution ;    when    free   eleftion    of  *^ — v— ' 
Members  of  Parliament  was  exprefsly  vin* 
dicated  and  fecured^ 

And  whereas  John  Wilkes,  Efq;  hay* 
ing  been  duly  ele6^ed  and  returned  a  knight 
of  the  fhire  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parlia- 
ment for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  was,  on 
the  17th  of  February,  1769,  without  being 
heard,  adjudged  incapable  of  being  elefted 
a  Member  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parlia- 
ment, by  a  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
mons,  as  follows ; 

<^  Refolved, 
"  That  John  Wilkes,  Efq;  having 
been  in  this  feflion  of  Parliament  expelled 
this  Houfe,  was  and  is  incapable  of  being 
elefted  a  Member  to  ferve  in  this  prefent 
Parliament, '* 

And  whereas  on  the  fame  day  the  faid 

Houfe  of  Commons  farther  refolved   as 

follows :    "  That  the  late  eleftion  of  a 

knight  of  the  fhire  to  ferve  in  this  prefent 

Parliament  for  the  county  of  Middlefex  is 

avoid  eleftion;'* 

And 
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70oi\nu  -A.nd  whcrea3  the  faid  John  Wilkes, 
Efq;  having  been  again  duly  elefted  and 
returned  a  knight  of  the  (hire  to  ferve  in 
this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  the  faid  Houfe  of  Commons  did, 
on  the  17th  of  March,  1769,  refolve  in  the 
words  following  "  That  the  eleftion  and 
return  of  John  Wilkes,  Efq  •  who  hath 
been  by  this  Houfe  adjudged  incapable  of 
being  elefted  a  Member  to  ferve.  in  this 
prefent  Parliament,  are  null  and  void : 

And  whereas  the  faid  John  Wilkes, 

Efq;  haying  been  again  duly  defied  and 

returned  a  knight  of  the  ftiire  to  ferve  in 

the  prefent  Parliament  for  the  county  of 

Middlefex  aforefaid,    and  having  on  the 

original  poll-books,    eleven  hundred  and 

forty-three  votes  in  his  favour,  againft  two 

hundred  and  ninety-fix,  in  favour  of  Henry 

Lawes  Luttrell,  Efq;    the  Houfe  of 

Commons  did,  qn  the  15th  of  April,  17^, 

without  a  hearing  of  parties,  and  in  manifeft 

violation  of  the   indubitable  right  of  the 

Freeholders  of  the  county  of  Middlefex  to 

chufe  their  reprefent^tives  in  Parliament, 

yefolve  as  follows : 

That 
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That  Henry  Lawes  LuTTRELL,*Efq;  xxxvm. 
ought  to  have  been  returned  a  knight  of  ^ — v— ( 
the  (hire  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Pariiament     ^'^ 
for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  thereupon 
ordet*e!d  the  faid  return  to  be  amended  ac* 
Cdrdingly } 

And  whereas,  by  another  refolution,  of 
the  8th  of  May^  1769,  the  faid  Houfe  of 
Commons  did^  upon  hearing  the  matter  of 
the  petition  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  coun« 
ty  of  Middlefex,  as  far  as  the  fame  related 
to  the  eleftion  of  Henry  Lawes  Lut* 
TRELL,  farther  refolve  as  follows : 

"   ThatHENRYLAWEsLuTTRELL^EIq; 

is  duly  elefted  a  knight  of  the  (hire  to 
ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the 
county  of  Middlefex/' 

And  forafmnch  as  all  the  refolutions 
aforefaid,  cutting  off  the  fubjeft  from  his 
indubitable  birth-right,  by  a  vote  of  one 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  exercifing  difcretion»- 
ary  power  and  legiflative  authority,  under 
colour  of  a  jurifdifliion  in  eleflions,  are 
moft  arbitrary,  illegal,  and  dangerous. 

Be 
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xxxvm.  B4  it  therefore  declared  and  ena6led,!>y 
the  King's  moft  excellent  Majefty,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal^  and  Commons  in 
this  prefent  Parliament  aflembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  fame,  **  That  all  the 
'^  adjudications  contained  in  the  above* 
**  mentioned  feveral  refolutions  are  arbitra- 
**  ry  ^nd  illegal,  and  the  fame  are  and 
•^  fhall  be  hereby  reverfed,  annulled,  and 
**  made  void,  to  all  intents  and  purpofea 
*^  whatfoever. '* 

.  After  the  firll  reading  of  the  faid  bill,  it 
was  moved. 

That  the  faid  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time, 
on  Thurfday  next;  which  being  warmly 
objefted  to  by  Lord  Denbigh,  Lord 
Chatham  replied,  *  the  noble  Lord  has 

•  been  loud  and  violent  agairift  this  motion^ 

•  He    feems  to  be  very   angry  with  the 

•  friends  of  this  meafure,   but  then  he  is 

•  angry  in  fuch  a  fort,  that  I  am  fure  no-* 

•  body  caii   be  angry   with*  him;  I  fhall^ 

•  ther^fore^  wave  replying  to  fome  rfeflec* 

•  tions  he  has  thrown  out  upon  the  faftion^ 
\  as  he  is  pleafed  to  call  it,  and  take  a  fliort 

^  '  .    ♦  view 
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View  of  the  caufe  of  this  motion.     y.ere  v^v^vi?; 
are  1143  leg&l,  fworn  Freeholders/  vote  a 
gentleman  their  Member  of  Parliament, 
againft  296  who  oppofe  him :    with  this 
apparent  majority,  he  comes  to  take  his 
feat  fo'  given  him  by  the  laws  and  confti^ 
tution  of  his  country.     But  what  do  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ?     Why,  they  (hut 
the  door  in  his  face,    and  by  a  new  ftate* 
arithmetic,  make  296  a  greater  numbjer 
than  1143.     Is  not  this,  my  Lords,  flying 
in  the  face  of  all  law  and  freedom  ?  Is 
not  this '  apparently   robbing   the   Free-, 
holders  of  their  liberty,  and  making  a  mere 
farce  of  Englifhmen's  birth-rights?     It  is 
very  true,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  ^ 
right,  if  petitioned  by  Colonel  Luttrell, 
to  enquire. minutely  into  the  qualifications 
of  his  opponent's  eleflors ;  to  admit  none 
as  fuch,  but  thofe  duly  qualified  by  law ; 
and  after  making  thefe  deductions,  then 
determine  the  majority •     But  this  has  not 
been  even  attempted.      The  feat  of  the 
legal  reprefentative  has  been  wrefted  from 
him,  and  .a  violent  outrage  has  been  com- 
mitted, that  ftrikes  at  every  tiling  that  is  * 
dear  and  facred  to  the  liberties  of 'Englifti- 
men.  'It 


( 
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xxxvifi.      '  "^^  ^^  ^^^'^  urged,  my  Lords,  that  tlief« 

*  is  no  precedent  for  one  Houfe  taking  cog-* 
^  tiizinde  of  the  proceedings  of  the  other* 

*  If  my  memory  ferves  me  right,  I  remem- 

*  ber  one  nearly  parallel,  in  the  cafe  of 

*  Titus  Oates,   wheire  the  Commotas  took 

*  cognisance  of  the    proceedings   of  the 

*  Lords  on  that  fubjeft ;  fo  that  it  is  no  new 
^  thing  for  one  Houfe  to  be  a  check  on  th* 

*  other,  as  it  is  is  not  only  eftablifhed  by 

*  precedent,  but  by  the  principles  of  our 
\  conftitution. 

*  It  is  faid,  my  Lords,  that  the  fpirit  of 

*  difcontent  has  gone  abroad— I  (hould  be 

*  furprifed  if  it  had  not ;  for  how  can  it  be 

*  otherwife,    when  to  ufe  a  familiar  expref- 

*  fion.  Colonel  Luttrell  fits  in  the  lap 

*  of  John  Wilkes  ;  when  a  corrupt  Houfe 

*  of  Common  invert  all  law  and  order,  and 

*  deny  the  juft  privilege  the  eledors  claim 

*  by  the  conftitution  of  thefe  kingdoms  ? 

*  Though  I  will  not  aid  the  voice  of  faftion, 

*  I  will  aid  the  juft  complaints  of  the  peo- 

*  pie ;   and  while  I  have  ftrength  to  crawl, 
^  I  will  exert  my  poor  abilities  in  their  fer^ 

'  vice; 


) 
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^  vice ;  and  I  here  pledge  myfelf  to  tHeir  xx!^vur 

•  caufe,  becaufe  I  know  it  is  the  caufe  of 
'  truth  andjufticci 

*♦«       ,  .     .'  ■ 

*  I  am  afraid^   ttiy  Lords,  this  meafurfc 

•  has  fprung  too  near  the  throne — I  am  forry 

•  fot  it :  but  I  hope  his  Majefty  Will  foon 

•  open  his  eyes,  and  fee  it  in  all  its  deform^ 
^  ity ;  (Here,  Lord  Pomfret  interrupted  him, 
'  by  calling  him  to  order)  upori  which  Lbrd 

•  Chatham  faid,  I  do  not  retraft  my  wbrds 

•  — I  cftfeem  the  King  in  his  perforial  capa-* 

•  city,  I  revere  him  in  his  political  one ;  and 

•  on  thele  principles  I  l^opie  he  will  fee  it, 

•  and  fee  it  in  fuch  a  light,   that  he  will 

•  redrefs  it,  by  thq  diffolution  of  a  Houfe 

•  that  could  adopt  fuch  a  meafure* ' 

The  motion  to"  read  the  Bill  a  fecond 
time  was  negatived. 

Lord  StAl^FOkD  (then  Lord  Gower) 
moved  to  I'ejeft  the  bill ;  upon  which  the 
Lords  divided  89  for  the  motion,  43 
againft  it. 

VOL.  Ill,  8  Before 


f" 


{ 
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xxxyni.  Before  the  Houfe  adjounied^  Lord 
^'--N^  Chatham  defired  their  Lordfttips  migl\t 
*^*     be  futntnoned  for  the  fourth  Of  May;   for, 

faid  he^  I  have  a  motion  of  great  importance 

relative  to  the  King* 

On    the    fourth    day    of    May    Lord 
CHATHANt  moved  the  following  refolqtion : 

M<)tioii«i  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe, 
SlHcTt'"*  *^^^  ^^  advice,  inducing  his  Majefty  to 
pisiiion.  give  the  anfwer  to  a  late  Humble  Addr^fs, 
Remonftrance,  and  Petitiqn,  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery  of  the  city 
of  London,  in  Common-Hall  aflembled, 
is  of  a  moft  dangerous  tendency ;  inafmuch 
^  as  thereby^  the  exercife  of  the  cleareft 
rights  of  the  fubjefl;  namely,  to  petition 
the  King  for  Redrefs  of  Grievances ;  to 
complain  of  Violation  of  the  freedom  of 
Eleftion ;  to  pray  Diflblution  of  Parliament ; 
to  point  out  Mal-Praftices  in  Adminiftration; 
and  to  urge  the  Removal  ©f  Evil  Minifters, 
has,  under  pretence  #of  reproving  certain 
parts  of  the  faid  Remonftrance  and  Petition, 
by  the  generality  of  one  compendious  word^ 
Contents^  been  indifcriminately  checked 

with 


'^ 


) 


with  rcpnmand;  ttnd  thfeaffliHed  Citizens  J^^ 
bf  LondbtL  have  heafd  froni  the  throne  '^-ryr^ 
itfelf,    that  the  consents  bf  their  ktimble     *^^^ 
Addrds,  Rembnftraiice  and  Petition,  laying 
their  armplaints  and  injuHes  at  the  feet  of 
the  Sovereigfa,  H  Father  of  hw  pebple,  aJbU 
and^TwY/mJi"  to  r^^  therti,  cannot  btit  be 
tonfideted  by  his  Majefty^  as  tiifrefpe£lfui 
to  hiipfelf,  injuHous  td  his  Parliament,  lind 
irreconcileabie  to  thie  Pritlci|jlej  of  th^  Coin- 
ftitution.** 


llbi^  motion  being  regularly  teael  by  the 
Speaker^  Lord  CkATHAk  went  oiii  •  I  ani 

*  to  confider,  ih  conffequence  of  this  .mdtioii; 

*  what,  it  \^as  thfe  Lord  MSyoi^i  Aldermeci 

*  and  Livfciy  of  the  city  bf  Londoii  requeft- 

*  ed,  ill  order  to  difcover  thfc  taufes  they 

*  gavei  by  their  requifitiohi   for  iiicH  acl 

*  anfwer— an  anfWet  fo  harfli,  that  it  ^x-i 

*  ceeds  evfei^  tKiiig  id  thfc  hlftdr^  bf  thii 

*  cduntiy*     Thcjr  requcfted,    my  Lbrds; 

*  veiy  humbly,  ft  JRLeftotatiOn  df  the  Ffee-f 

*  dbm  bf  ^le^odj  i  Difinifiioa  of  unjtifi 
'  Servants,  lind  a  Difiblubbn  bf  a  F'ariia* 

*  inent  that  proteaed  them  ;  bedifife  thfey 
'  (the  Gitizois  bf  Lotidba)  were  not,  legailyt 

i  2  t^refenteci 


( 
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xxxvii'i.  ^  reprefented  by  fuch.     Now,  my  Lords,  I 
'  do  aver  the  truth  of  this  petition ;  and  I 

*  do  likewife  aver,  that  the  Citizens  of  Lon- 
'  don,  with  the  reft  of  his  Majefty's  fub- 
'  je6ls,  have  a  right,  to  petition,  not  only 
^  by  Magna  Charta,  and  the  Bill  of  Rights^ 
f  but  by  a  variety  of  AEts  of  ParHament, 
',. numerous  as  they  are  expreffive.  No 
'  particular  part  of  the  petition  is  apjplied 
^to,  but  the  whole  of  the  contents  are  at 
^  once  difpofed  of.  "  That  this  Petition 
"  was  difrefpetlful  to  himfelf,  (the  King) 
[^  injurioils  to.  his  Parliamehti,  and  irrecon- 
V  cileabje  to  the  principles ;  of  the  Confli* 
^*  tution."  M  am  too  well  acquainted,  my 
!  Ltyrds,  with .  his  Majefty,  to  think  him 
^*  capable  of  giving  fuch  an  atifwer — nor 

*  could  he  do  it,  with  propriety^  either  in 
^  his  regal  or  perlbnal .  capacity.  I  muft 
^  beg  your  patience^  my  Lords,  to  confider 
i  this  a  little  more  attentively :  ^  Firft,  Dif 
{  refpcElful  to  himftlj!  How  is  a  King  to 
^  knov/  this  ?.  Is  he  a  }udgc  what  is  difre- 
\  fpedlful  to  himP.Noj  my  Lords ;.thelaw» 

*  are  to  determine,  this  for  him,  ^he  juft  in- 

*  terpreters  of  offences,-  *  Iryurious  to  my 
\  Parliament !\    How  injurious:  to  Parlia- 

?- .  i  :  *  ment? 
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*  merit?  when  the  very  nature  or  part  of  xxxvni, 

*  the  Petition,  refers  to  that  Freedom  of 
«  Eleftion  in  the  People,  by  which  they  be* 

*  came  a  Houfe  of  Judicature;  '  Irrecon- 
'  cileable  to  the  Principles  of  the  Covjlitu- 
^  iion^  when  the  very  eflence  of  the  Con- 
'-  ftitution,    not  only  permits  but  requires 

*  petitioning  the    Throne,    and  wh^t  the 

*  Stuarts  never  dared  to  prevent  in  the 
'  zenith  of  their  power.     I  repeat  again, 

*  my  Lords,  the  king  could  never  give  fuch 

*  an  anfwer  from  himfelf ;  and  indeed,  my 
^  Lords,,  poor  as  my  opinion  is  of  admini- 

*  ftration,  lean  hardly  think  it  was  a  joint 
'  official  advice,  but  the  opinion  of  one^  or 

*  a  conjidential  few ;  for  it  is  impoffible,  but 

*  if  there  were  many,  who  were  confulte^ 

*  upon  this  meafure,   fome  of  them  nmft 

*  fee  the  abfurdity  of  it,  v. 

^  When  I  mentioned  thie  Livery  of  Lon^ 

*  don,  I  thought  I  faw  a  fneer  upon  fome 
'  faces ;  but  let  me  tell  you,  my  Lords, 

*  though  I  have'  the  honour  to  fit  in  this 

*  Houfe,  as  a  Peer  of  the  Reajm,  coincide 

*  ing  with  thefe  honeft  Citizens  in  opinion, 

*  I  am  proud  of  the  honour  of  afTociating 

63  *  my 


myi 


£^^in.  ?  my  name  with  theirs^    And  kti|ie  tell  thfs 

V-v^  *  nobleftof  you  all,  it  wpuld  be  an  hq- 

*^^      f  nour  tp  yOu.    The  Livery  of  Lqpdpn, 

«  my  Lqrds,  y^i^  refpeftable  Ippg  (icfore 

f  the  refprm^tion:   the  Xprd   Mayor  of 

f  London  was    a   Frin^pal    among    the 

s  f  twepty-rfive  Batons  who  received  M?igna 

•  Charta  from  King  John,  and  they  have 

f  eyer  fiiice  been  confidered  tp  have  a  prin- 

f  cipal  weight  in  all  th^  aff^rs  of  gpyern- 

f  pient,    jiow  then  hayi?  thefe  refpeflable 

f  char?ifters  beep  treated?  They  hjive  been 

f  fent  a,w^yfore  (30^d  frpm  his  Majefty'^ 

f  prefenqe,  and  reprimanded  for  pnriuin| 

f  ibeiiiindoubted  rights*'  ' 

The  mptipn  was  negatived^ 

lfm!hS^  On  ^he  fourteenth  of  May,  Lord  Ghat-^ 
*^^^  PAKf  made  a  motion  for  an^ddrefs  to  the 
King,  ta^efii-e  he  would  diflblve  the  pre- 
fept  parliament  '  He  ftated  the  public 
f  (fcfcoptents  in  England,  Ireland,  apd  Ame-^ 
f  rica :  affirmed  that  the  people  had  no  qon-^ 
f  |idf  pee  in  the  prefent  Houfe  pf  Commons, 
f  who  had  betrayed  their  truft;  and  ihewed, 
f  from  tjxe  fituation  of  publiq  affairs,  the 
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*  gve^t  neceffiiy  of  having  a  ParliamAit  in  xxxvnh 

*  whora  the  people  could  place  a  proper    ^-v— ^ 

*  confideiice!  Inftead  of  depriving  a  county 

*  of  its  reprelentative,  he  faid  that  one  or   onaepw,. 

*  more  members  ought  to  be  added  to  the 

*  reprefentation  of^the  (bounties;  in  order 

*  to  operate  as  a  balance,  againft  the  weight   / 

*  of  the  feveral  corrupt  and  venal  boroughs, 

*  which  perhaps  could  not  be  lopped  off. 

*  entirely,  without  the  hazard  of  a  public 

*  convnlfion/  This  was  no  crude  fuggef- 
tion;  he  repeated  it  afterwards  in  a  letter 
to  Lord  Temple:  and  aff  his  opinion  on 
this  fubjeft  has  been  doubted,  it  will  not  be 
improper  to  ftate,  in  a  note,  the  public  mfcf 
that  was  ro^de  of  this  letter  *•    AU  argu^ 

merits 

^  Kbnnbt  Mayoa*  a  Comman  Council  holdea  ii| 
tbe  Chamber  of  the  Guildhall  of  the  city  of  London ,  oq 
Friday  the  feventh  day  of  April,  1780.  A  Member  prc- 
fented  to  this  Court  an  extraft  of  »  ktter  from  the  late  £ar^ 
of  Chatham  to  the  late  Earl  Tbmplb,  dated  April  171  ' 
1771,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  bp  eiitered  in  the 
Joumali  of  this  Courti  as  follows^ 

**  Allow  a  fpeculator^  in  a  great  chair,  tp  add,  that  ji 

plmi  for  more  equai  Reprefentatioy^  by  additional  Knights  ^ 

thi  Shire^  feem^-^ighly  feafonable ;  and  to  fhorten  the  dura,^ 

tmoi  Pa^li^ents  not  lefs  fo«    If 'your  Lordlhip  (hould 

»4  approve. 
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x^vxviH,  nients  were  in  vain.      The  Court  Lprds' 
called  for  the  Quejlion!  the  Quejlion!  and 
put  a  negative  upon  it. 

app|-ove^  could  Lord  Lyttrlto^i's  cautioi^  be  brought  t« 
t^fl:e  thofc  ideas,  wp  fbould  take  pofleffipn  of  llrong  ground, 
let  wKo  will  decline  to  follow  us.  One  line  of  men,  \  am 
afifured,  will  zealouily  fupport,  and  a  refpeftable  weight  of 
law.  Si  ^uid  noviftii[e6lius  ifiis  candidi/Lsimpcrti"  Signed 
by  prder  of  the  Court.  '  R I  X. 

There  is  another  anecdote  of  Lord  Chatham  upon  this 
fubjeft,  which  dcfervcs  a  place  here.  It  is  given  by  tho 
Earl  of  By  CHAN,  in  his  cbara£ler  of  Thomfon,  the  poet, 

^}  The  higheft  encomium  of  Thomfon  is  to  be  given  hini 
on  account  of  hi$  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  civil  and  pa« 
litical  liberty.  A  free  Conflitution  of  Government,  or 
what  I  would  beg  leave  to  call  the  autocracy  of  the  people 
is  the  panapea  pf  moral  difeafes ;  and  after  having  beei|. 
fought  for  in  vain  for  ages,  has  been'  difcovered  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  truth^  and  at  the  feet  of  philofophy ;  the  printing- 
prefs  has  been  xhp  difpcr^fary,  and  half  the  world  have 
been  voluntary  patients  of  the  healing  remedy. 

**  Eighteen  years  after  Thomfon 'i  death,  the  late  Lord 

Chatham  agreed  with  me  in  making  this  remark;  and 

when  I  faid,  *  But,  Sir,  what  will  becomp  of  poor  Eng* 

land,  that  doats  on  the  imperfcdions  of  her  pretended 

Conflitution?'  he  replied,  <  My  dear  Lord,  thp  gout  will 

difppfe  of  me  foon  enough  to  prevent  me  from  feeling  the 

.conf6quenccs  of  this  infatuation.     But  before  the  end  of 

nhis  century  either  the  Parliament  will  reform  itfclf  from 

within  j  or  be  reformed  with  a  vengeance  from  without,**T« 

'  ^^  Pythpnick  fpccch,  fpecdily  to  be  vcrifiedt"  .     . 

The 
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The  fefTion  ended  on  the  nineteenth  of  xxxvnf 
May.  '^v—-' 

Lord  Chatham  retired  into  Somerfet^ 
{hire  during  the  fummerf. 


f  In  the  month  of  June  the  Princcfsof  Wales  went  ta 
Germany,  and  returned  in  OQober  following.  At  Can* 
(erbury,  and  other  places,  Q^e  met  with  m^py  infults  froin 
the  people. 


CHAP, 
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Chap,    xxxix. 

THANKS  OF  THE  CITY  (XI  LONDON  TO 
LORD  CHATHAM^  AND  HIS  LORDSHIF^S 
ANSWER — HIS  SPEECH  ON  THE  SEISURE 

OF  Falkland's  islands — secret  andt 

INTERESTING  HISTORY  OF  THAT  ME- 
MORABLE NEGOTIATION  —  RESIGNA- 
TION OF  LO&D  HAWK?— FRQMIMENT 
TRAIT  OF  THE  BRITISH  GOVERNMENT 
••^DOUBLE  CABINET, 

xxxix;  T  ORD  CHATHAM'S  Parliamentary 
^^^  -^  conduft  during  the  laft  feflion  of  Par- 
liament^ was  highly  approved  by  the  nation. 
The  teftimony  of  the  approbation  of  the 
City  of  London^  at  this  time  deferves  to  he 
particularly  noticed    Jt  was  as  foUows. 

On  the  firft  d^y  of  June,  a  Committee  of 
the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London 
waited  on  his  liOrdfliip  in  Pail-Mall,  when 
Sir  William  SfEPHENSoN,  in  the  name 
of  the  Committee^  addreffe^  his  ]|^ord(hip 
IP  this  effe^^ 


Mx 


y\ 
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f  We  have  the  pleafing  f^tisfoftidtt  to  ^tyj^ 
(letiver  to  your  Lord{hi{>  tl^  gratdful  thanka  ^^ci!^  u 
pf  the  citizens  of  London,,  for  yotir  Lord*  wcW 
fhip's  niaft  eminent  public  fervices ;  and  we 
fincerely  congratulate  yciur  Lordlhip  on 
bping  equally  diftinguifhed  ip  the  direftion 
pf  a  glorious  urar,  and  iti  your  endeavours 
to  reftore  the  principles  of  pur  inpft  excel-^ 
lent  Cpnflitution.- 

And  then  he  prefented  the  thanks  of  the 
Corporation,  irhic^  are  99  follow; 

BEGKFORP,    Mayor. 

A  Commfln  Cpunpil,  hoI4en  in  thei  Chanik* 
ber  pf  the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  Lon- 
don, o^  M^wjfty,  the  J4th  pf  May, 

A  motion  ww  mader,  ttid  qneilion  pot, 
^  That  the  gratcfoj  thiMk$  of.  this  Court  be 
prefented  to  the  Right  Hon.  William  Earl 
of  Chatham,  for  the  zeal  he  has  fliewn  in 
fupport  of  thofe  moft  valuable  and  facred 
privileges,  the  rigb^  pf  'eleftjon,  and  the 

right 


^ 
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^xix*  ''^o^'^  of  petition;  and  for  his  wifhcs  and 
decljaration,  that  his  endeavours  fhall  here- 
j^ffer  be  ufed,  that  Parliaments  may  be  re-, 
flored  to  their  original  purity,  by  fhprtennig 
their  duration,  and  introducing  p  more  full 
and  equal  reprefent&tion ;  an  aft  which  will 
render  his  name  more  honoured  by  pof- 
terity,  than  the  memorable  fucceffes  of  the 
gjoripus  w?ir  he  cpndufted.V  The  fame  was 
refolved  in  the  affirmative^ .  ^xid  ordered 
accordingly* 

It  is  ordered.  That  the  faid  refolution  be 
fairly  tranfcribed,  and  figned  by  the  Town 
Clerk,  and.prefented  to  his  Lordfhip  by  Sir 
Wm.  Stephenfon,  Knt.  Barlow  Trecothick, 
Brafs  Crpfby,  Efqrs.  Aldermen,  and  James 
Townfend,  Efq,  Alderman,  and  one  of  the 
Sheriffs  pf  this  City;  George  Bellas,  Efq, 
Mr.  Deputy  Thomas  Cockfedge,  Mr.  De- 
puty William  Judd,  Samuel  Freeman,  Efq. 
Mr.  Arthur  BeardfrnQre,  Mr.  James  Sharp, 
Mr.  Deputy  Ricbard  Townfend,  and  Mr, 
John  Aiiderfon,  Coinn[ip?«?rs, 

^     .     ^  :     :  ,      HOPGES, 

......  .  ^^ 
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To  which  his  Lordfhip  was  {)leafed  iifl* 
incdiately  to  reply: 

*'  Gentlemen, 


^  It  is  noieafy  for  me"  to  givejexpreffion  fiu  loia^ 
to  all  I  feel,  on  the  extraordinary  honour  ^''^^ 
done  to  my  public  condutl  by  the  City  of 
London ;  a  body  fo  highly  refpefclable  on 
every  account;  but  above  all,  for  their 
conftant  affertions  of  the  birth- rights  of 
Engliftimen,  in  every  great  crifis  of  th6 
Conftitution.     ; 

*•  Ip  our  pfefent  titthappy  fituatiori,  my 
^uty  fhall  be  on  all  proper  dccafions,  to  add 
the  zealous  endeavours  of  an  .  in^dividual 
to  thbfe  legal  exertions  of  Conftitutional 
rights,  which^  to  their  everlafling  honour, 
the  City  of  London  has  made  in. defence  of 
freedom  of  eletlion,  and  freedom  of  peti* 
tion,  and  for  obtaining  effeftual  reparalion 
to  the  eledlors  of  Great  Britain.      . 

"  As  to  one  point  among  the  d^Iarationj 
which  Laip;  underftood  to  have  mad'*,  of 
my  jyifti^  for  the  public,  permit  me  to  fay 

there 


7f 


J 


nr^ 


•74  AilEClK>tiS  AKlb  IPtECilES 

xx2u^  thepfchas  been  (bme  mifappr^enfiori ;  for 
with  all  my  deferencie  to  the  feiitimentg  of 
the  City,  I  am  bound  to  decilarcy  that  I  can^ 
not  recommend  trieilBial  Parliaments  as  sL 
remedy  againft  that  canker  in  the  Cdnftitu-^ 
tio&i  venality  iii  ekflions ;  r€!ady  to  fubmit 
my  opinion  to  better  judgment^  if  the  wifli 
for  that  meafure  fhall  JDecome  prevalent  iii 
the  kingdom^ 

**  i^urky  of  i^ariiament  is  thfe  doriief -ftofi^ 
in  the  common- wealth;  and  as  one  ob^ 
vious  tneans  towards  this  riecefTary  end  is  to 
flrengthen  and  ejttend  the  riatutal  relatioii 
between  the  conftituents  and  the  eleflted,  1 
have,  in  this  view^  publkly  exprefled  tny 
earned  wifhfes  for  ^  mofe  full  and  e^ual  re-J 
prefentation,  by  the  addition  of  one  knight 
of  the  {hire  in  a  county,  is  a  farther  balancd 
to  the  mercenary  bcwoughs*  I  have  thrdwri 
out  this  idea  with  the  juft  diffidence  of  a 
private  man^  Wh^ri  he  prefumfcs  to  fuggeft 
feny  thing  new<>n  a  high  matteh  _  Animated 
by  your  approbation^  I  fhall  with  better 
hope  continue  humbly  to  fiibriMt  k  to  £hc! 
publk  wifdom,  as  an  objeft  to  be  inoft  de^ 

iiberately^ 
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liberately  weighed,   accuratdy  exaaunedt,  xKxik 
and  maturely  digefted.  ^w^* 

*'  Having  many  times,  when  in  the  fer-* 
vice  of  the  Crown^  and  when  retired  from 
it,  experienced,  with  gratitude,  the  favour 
of  my  fellow-citizens,  I  am  now  particU'^ 
iarly  fortunate  that,  with  their  good  likings 
I  can  offer  any  thing  towards  upholding 
this  wifely-combined  frame  of  mixed  Go- 
vernnient  againft  the  decays  of  time,  and 
the  deviations  incident  to  all  human  infti- 
tutions ;  and  I  (ball  efteem  my  life  honoured 
indeed,  if  the  City  of  London  can  vouch** 
fafe  to  think  that  my  endeavours  have  not 
been  wanting  to  maintain  the  national  ho« 
nour,  to  defend  the  colonies,  and  extend 
the  commercial  greatnefs  of  my  couixtty,  as 
well  as  to  preferve  from  violation  the  law  of 
the  lan4^  and  the  eflential  rights  of  th6 
Conftitutibn/' 

On  the  thirteenth  day  of  Navfmber  1776^ 
Parliament  met. 

About  two  months  previous  to  the  meet-  JSSSa^ 
ing  of  Parliament,  an  account  arrived,  o{  ^^^ 
.4  the 
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tne  Spahiards  having  feized  xipoH  Falklaild'^ 
Iflands.  This  aft  of  hoftilky  gave  rife  to  A 
motion  made  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
on  the  twenty-fecond  day  6f  November,  To 
|)t-efeilt  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  requeft- 
ing  his  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  give  orders,  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  copies  or  extraSs  of  all  letters  and 
papers  received  by  the  Miniftry  between 
the-  12th  of  September  1769,  and  the  12th 
of  September  1776,  containing  any  intel- 
ligence of  ho6ilitie&  commenced  or  intend- 
ed -to  be  commenced  by  the  Coiirt  of  Spain, 
or  any  of  their  officers, 'agairift  any  of  his 
Majefty -s  dominions;  and  the  times  at  which 
ftich  intelligefide  was  received. 

tordwey.  .  The  motion  \*as  oppofed  by  Lord  Wey- 
mouth, upon  the  general  ground  of  the 
inipifepriety  of 'Galliiig  for  fuch  papers  while 
the  matter  in  queftion  was  the  fubjeft  of  a 
liegociation  with  the  Spanifti  Ambaffador. 
His-  .Lordihip/ci^refully.  avoided  giving  the 
leaft  light,  or  intiniation  whatfoever  con- 
cerning the  aftual  ftate,  or  progrefs  of  that 
iiegeciat^ni  ^|i»d::expEefled!  hifnfelf  with 
•pautiopKft)^d  iJefexye*..  He;cancluded  with 
.  .':  ^  moving 
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ttioving,  That  the  previous  queflion  might   xxxix. 
be  put. 


1770. 


The  Duke  of  RtCrti^OND  fuppOrtcd  his  ^J^^^^ 

motion  J)y  a  train  of  fa6ls,  for  the  truth  of 

which  he  repeatedly  appealed  to  the  Minif* 

try  themfelves,  and  by  a  ftrength,  and  clear-^ 

nefs  of  argument,  which  none  of  the  other 

party  even  attempted  to  weaken  of  oppofe. 

The  main  ftrefs  of  his  difcourfe  feemed  to 

reft  upon  the  following  fafts;  that  on  the 

third  of  laft  June,  the  Tdmur  floop  arrived 

at  Plymouth,  and  brought  an  account,  that 

a  Spanifh  fquadron  had  appeared  off  Falk* 

land  ifland,  and  ordered  our  people  to  de« 

part;  that  this  was  a  clear  commencement 

of  hoftilities :— that  from  the  third  of  June^ 

to  the   12th  of  September,   (above  three 

months  J  when  our  garrifon  arrived  on  board 

the  Favourite,  it  did  not  appear,  that  the 

Miniftry  had  taken  any  ftep  what  foe  ver  for 

obtaining  redrefs,  or  to.  put  the  nation  in  a 

ftate  of  defence; — that  the  firft  orders  fot     ^ 

eqtiipping  a  fleet,  were  given  on  or  after 

the  12th  of  September; — that  this  arma-* 

ment,  fuch  as  it  was,  had  not  yet  produced 

one  vifible  effefl; — that  fince  the  12th  of 

vouii,  T  September, 
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XXXIX    September,  near  three  months  had  elapfed, 
and  ftill  they  were  told,  **  that  the  affair  was 
in  negociation,  the  negociation  -wasjiill  de^ 
pending^' — in  that  time  three  meffengers 
had  arrived  from  Madrid,  and  particularly 
one  laft  Monday ;  and  although  three  days 
had  fmce  pafl'ed,  no  communication  had 
yet  been  made  to  Parliament  of  the  intel- 
ligence he  brought,  or  what  was  the  final 
anfwer  of  the  Court  of  Spain.     That  the 
terms  of  the  motion  plainly  obviated  the 
.  objeSion  made  by  Lord  Weymouth,  of 
its  tending  to  impede  a  negotiation  now  de- 
pending; fince  it  did  not  call  for  any  papers 
of  a  date  fubfequent  to  the  notice  received 
by  the  Miniftry  of  the  hoftility  being  a6lu- 
ally  committed;    confequently  could  not 
reach  to  any  letters  written,  or  received,  or 
to,  any  negociation  entered  into,  after  the 
receipt  of  that  notice;  that  he  meant  only 
to  obtain  for  the  Houfe,  fome  accurate  in- 
formation  of  circumftances  leading  to,  and 
accounting  for  a  fa6l,  which  was  itfelf  no- 
torious and  undifputed.     His  Grace  went 
largely  into  the  confideration  of  the  dif- 
grace,  and  infamy  of  fuffering  the  honour 
.   of  the  Crown,  and  the  rights  of  the  people 

of 


V 


»77«* 


,  OT  TH£  EARL  OF  CHATHAM.  179 

of  JEngland  to  be  fo  long  the  fubjeft  of  ne-  $xxix. 
gociation; — the  folly  or  treachery  of  the 
King's  fervants  in  not  accepting  of  the  aug* 
mentation  of  feamen  proppfed  and  urged 
by  the  Lords  in  Oppolition,  early  in  the 
laft  feffion,  when  a  propofal  for  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  hands  of  Government  had  been 
rejefted  merely  becaufe  it  came  from  that 
quarter  ;^ — ^their  fupinenefs  or  treachery,  in 
not  arming  early  in  June,  when  they  heard 
of  our  people  being  warned  to  quit  the 
ifland,  by  a  military  force  threatening  com- 
pulfion; — and  laftly,  the  feeblenefs  and  flow 
progrefs  of  the  armament  they  had  made, 
and  the  difgraceful  fituation  of  the  King, 
who  flood  with  a  public  aflFrOnt,  and  dif- 
honour  fixed  upon  his  Crown,  and  without 
any  attempt  made,  in  the  courfe  of  almoft 
fix  months,  to  wipe  it  away.  His  Grace 
obferved,  that  the  hoflile  intentions  of  Spain 
were  not  only  declared  by  the  open  hofti- 
lity  iifelf,  but  confirmed  by  two  extraor- 
dinary fafts,  which  he.  ftated  to  the  Houfe, 
and  which,  after  repeated  appeals,  flood 
uncontriidi6led  by  the  miniftry*  He  faid, 
that  after  the  Spaniards  had  taken  pofleflioa 
of  Port  Egmont,  they  did  not  fufFer  tl«r 
T2  Carri^ 
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XXXIX.  Garriron  to  depart  immediately,  but  took 
away  the  rudder  of  his  Majefty's  {hip,  and 
detained  her  by  force  for  the  fpacc  of  twenty 
days; — that  fuppoling  they  had  a  claim  to 
the  ifl^nd,  they  had  none  to  the  King's  fliip ; 
and  detaining  her  was  an  exprefs  violatipn 
of  treaty,  by  which,  even  in  the  cafe  of  an 
open  rupture,  fix  months  are  allowed   to 
the  fubjefts  of  each  nation  to  remove  their 
perfons  and  property  from  the  dominions 
of  the  other— The  other  faft  feemcd,  and 
was  urged  as  ftill  more  important.     He  ai^ 
ferted,  that  he  had  intelligence  not  to  bfe 
doubted,  that  at  this  moment,  there  are  in 
the  feveral   Spanifh  prifons  not  lefs  than 
three  thoufand  Britifh  feamen,  (particularly 
at  Ceuta  on  the  coaft  of  Africa)  who  had 
been  taken  out  of  our  merchant  fhips  by 
Spanifh  Guarda  Coftas,  and  condemned  to 
perpetual  flavery,    or    confinement.      He 
then   quoted    a  ftrong  inftance  fince  the 
peace,  and  read  the  original  letters  relating 
to  it,  where  five  of 'Our  feamen  had  been 
demanded  by  one  of  out  Admirals,  and 
had  been  refufed  by  a  Spanifh  Admiral  and 
Governor,  who  expreffed  a  willingnefs  to 
oblige  him,  but  alledged  that  it  would  be  a 
bre&ch  of  their'  orders^  and  inftru6lions. 

Thefc 
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Thefe  were  the  principal  materials  of  his  x"xix 
Grace's  fpeech.  The  feveral  ^arts  were 
filled  up  with  judicious  and  pointed  obfer- 
vations,  exprefled  in  a  clear,  nervous  lan- 
guage, and  4^1ivered  with  plainnefs  and 
dignity. 


iborough. 


Lord  HiLtSBOROUGH  took  up  the  ar-  Lordnni- 
gumeht  upon  the  fame  footing  with  Lord 
Weymouth,  but  carried  it  much  farther 
than  his  Lordfhip  had  done.  He  informed 
the  Houfe  that  he  knew  the  contents  of  the 
papers  called  for,  therefore  could  affert 
upon  l\is  own  knowledge,  that  the  prodiic-^ 
tion  of  them  at  that  time  would  tend  greatly 
to  embarrafs  a  negotiation  already  in  a 
'profperous  train,  and  which  promifed  an 
happy  conclufioh;— He  infilled  much  upon 
the  delicacy  of  Spanifh  honour; — that  it 
was  their  natural  characleriftic; — that  infi^ 
nite  regard  and  tendernefs,  ought  to  be 
fliewn  to  the  punftilids  of  that  court, — and 
begged  of  the  noble  Lords  to  confider  how 
far  thefe  punctilios  might  unavoidably  re-i. 
tard  and  embarrafs  a  treaty  of  this  nature;— 
that,  as  the  Meflenger  only  arrived  on  Mon* 
day  mQrniiJg,  the  SpaniQi  Ambaffador  pro- 

T  3  bably 
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XXXIX*  bably  had  not  time  to  make  himfelf  mafler 
^"^^^  of  his  difpatches,  nor  to  determine  upon 
the  form  and ,  manner  in  which  he  ftiould 
execute  his  infl:ru6lion?.  The  remainder  of 
his  fpeech,  which  was  delivered  in  very 
high  terms,  and  with  a  tone  elevated  above 
the  pomp  of  tragedy,  turned  entirely  upon 
the  flouriftiing  ftate  of  this  country,  and 
the  prudence,  vigour  and  vigilance  of  his 
Majefty's  fervants. 

3:f *,  Earl  of  Chatham.    *  I  rife  to  give  my 

Chatham,  i  - 

hearty  affent  to  the  motion  made  by  the 
noble  Duke ;  by  his  Grace's  favour,  I 
have  been  permitted  to  fee  it,  before  it 
was  offered  to  the  Houfe.  I  have  fully 
confidered  the  neceflity  of  obtaining  from 
the  King's  fervants  a  communication  of 
the  peepers  defcribed  in  the  motion,  and 
I  am  perfuaded  that  the  alarming  ftate  of 
fafts,  as  well  as  the  ftrength  of  reafoning, 
with  which  the  noble  Duke  has  urged, 
arid  inforced  that  neceflity,  muft  have  been 
powerfully  felt  by  your  Lordftiips ; — what 
I  mean  to  fay,  lipon  this  occafion,  may 
feem  perhaps  to  extend  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  motion  before  us.  But  I  flatter 
t  3  *  myfelf 
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«  myself,  my  Lords,  that  if  I  am  honoured   xxiax. 

*  with  your  attention,  it  will  appear  that 

*  the  meaning  and  obje6l  of  this  queftion 

*  a^e  naturally  connefted  with  confidera- 

*  tions  of  the  moft  extenfive,  national  im* 

*  portance.     For  entering  into  fuch  confi- 

*  derations,  no  feafon  is  improper;  no  oc- 

*  cafion  Ihould  be  neglefted.     Something 

*  muft  be  done,  my  Lords,  and  immediately, 

*  to  fave  an  injured,  infulted,  undone  coim- 

*  try.     If  not  to  fave  the  State,  my  Lords, 

*  at  leaft  to  mark  out,  and  drag  to  public 

*  juftice  thofe  fervants  of  the  crown,  by 

*  whofe  ignorance,   negle^,  or  treachery, 

*  this    once  great    flburifhing  people  are 

*  reduced  to  a  condition  as  deplorable  at 

*  Jiome,  as  it  is  defpicable  abroad.  Ex- 
'^  amples  are  wanted,  piy  Lords,  and  ftiould 

*  be  given  to  the  world,  for'  the  inftruftion 
^  of   future   times,   even  though  they  be 

*  ufelefs  to  ourfelves.     I  do  not  mean,  niy 

*  Lords,  nor  is  it  intended  by  the  motion, 
^  to  impede,  or  embarrafs  a  negotiation, 
«  which  we  have  been  told  is  now  in  a  prof- 
^  perous  train,  and  promifes  a  happy  con- 

*  clufiorj/ 

T  4  Lc^rd 
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xxxix!'      Lord  Weymouth.    I  beg  pardon  for 


in«- 


interrupting  the  noble  Lord,  but  I  think  it 
necefTary  to  remark  to  your  Lordlhips,  that 
I  have  not  faid  a  fingle  word  tending  to 
convey  to  your  Lordfhips  any  information^ 
or  opinion,  with  regard  to  the  ftate,  or  pro- 
grefs '  of  the  negotiation— I  did,  with  the 
utmoft  caution;  avoid  giving  to  your  Lord-* 
ihips  the  leaft  intimation  upon  that  matter^ 

Earl  of  Chatham.     ^  I  perfeftly  agre^ 

*  with  the  noble  Lord.     I  did  not  mean  to 

*  refer  to  any  thing  faid  by  his  Lordftiip* 

*  He  expreffed  himfelf,  as  he  always  does^ 

*  with  moderation,  arid   referye,  and  with 

*  the  greateft  propriety ; — it  was  another 
^  noble  Lord,  very  high  in  ofBce,  who  told 

*  us  he  underftood  that  the  negotiation  was 
^  in  a  favourable  train.'  i 


t.Hinft>o»  Earl  of  Hillsborough*  I  did  not 
make  ufe  of  the  word  Train.  I  know  the. 
meaning  of  the  word  too  well.  In  the  lan- 
guage from  which  it  was  derived,  it  figni- 
iies  protraftion,  and  delay,  which  I  could 
never  mean  to  apply  to  the  prefent  nego^ 
tiation. 

Earl 
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Earl  of  Chatham.    *  This  is  the  fecond   xxxix? 

*  time  that  I  have  been  interrupted.  I  fub-  ^^--v^ 
'  mit  it  to  your  Lordfliips  whether  this  be  ^-  chSiam 
'  fair,  and  candid  treatment.     I  am  fure  it  is 

'  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  Houfe,  and  a 

*  grofs  violation  of  decency,  and  politends. 
'  I  liften  to  every  noble  Lord  in  this  Houfe 
^  with  attention, ,  and  refpeft.     The  noble 

*  Lord's  defign  in  interrupting  me,  is  as  mean^ 

*  and  unworthy,  as  the  manner  in  which  he 

«  has  donejt  is  irregular  and  diforderly.     He    . 

*  flatters  himfelf  that,  by  breaking  the  thread 

*  of  my  difcourfe,  he  fhall  confufe  me  in  my 

^  argument.     But,  my  Lord-,  I  w  ijl  not  fub-*  - 

*  mit  to  this  treatment.     I  will  not  be  inter- 

*  rupted.     When  I  have  concluded,  let  him 

*  anfwer  me  if  he  can. — A^  to  the  word# 

*  which  he  has  denied,  I  ftill  affirm  that  it 
^  was  the  word  he  made,ufe  of;  but  if  he  had 
^  ufed  any  other,  I  am  fure  every  noble  Lord 

*  will  agree  with  me,  that  his  meaning  was 

*  exactly  what  I  had  expreffed  it.     Whether. 

*  he  faid  courfe  or  train  is  indifferent — He 

*  told  your  Lordfhips  that  the  negociation 

*  waa  in  a  way  that  promifed  a  happy^  and 

*  honourable   conclufion.      His  diftinftions 

*  are  mean,   frivolous,    and  puerile.     My 

I-ord^ 
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^ijScxix.  ^  Lords,— -I  do  not  underftand  the  exalted 
^  tone  aflumed  by  that  noble  Lord.    In/the 

*  diftrels,  and  weaknefs  of  this  country,  my 

*  Lords,  and  confcious   as    the    miniftry 

*  ought  to  be  how  much  they  have  contri* 

*  buted  to  that  diftrefs  and  weaknefs,  I  think 

*  atoneofmodefly,  offubmiffion,  of  humi- 

*  lity,  would  become  them  better;  qucedam 
'  caufx  modejliam  defiderant.    Before  this 

*  country  they  ftand  as  the  greateft  criminals. 

*  Such  I  fhall  prove  them  to  be ;  for  I  do  not 

*  doubt  of  proving,  to  your  Lordfhips  fatis- 

*  faftion,  that  fince  they  have  been  entruft- 

*  ed  with  the  conduft  of  the  King's  affairs, 

*  they  have  done  every    thing  that  they 

*  ought  not  to  have  done,  and  hardly  any 

*  thing  that  they  ought  to  have  done — The 

*  noble  Lord  talks  of  Spanifh  punftilios  in 

*  the  lofty  ftyle  and  idiom  of  a  Spaniard. 
«  We  are  to  be  wonderfully  tender  of  the 
^  Spanifh  point  pf  honour,  as  it  they  had 

*  been  the  complainants,  as  if  they  had  re- 

*  ceived  the  injury.     I  think  he  would  have 

*  done  better  to  have  told  us,  what  care  had 
^'^been  taken  of  the  Englifh  honour.     My 

*  Lords,  I  am  well  acquainted  with  the 
«  charafter  of  that  nation^  at  leaft  as  far  it 

2  ^  is 
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'  is  reprefented  by  their  court  and  miriiftry^  9  h  a  f- 

*  and  fhould  think  this  country  difhonoured 

*  by  a  comparifon  of  the  Englifh  good  faith 

*  with  the  punftilios  of  a  Spaniard.     My 

*  Lords,  the  EngHfh  are  a  candid,  an  inge- 

*  nuous  people;  the  Spaniards ^re  as  mean 

*  and  crafty,  as  they  are  proud  and  infolent. 
'  The  integrity  of  the  Englifh  merchant,  the 

*  genefous  fpirit  of  our  naval  and  military 
^  officers,  would  be  degraded  by  a  compa- 

*  rifon   with   their  merchants   or   officers* 

*  With  their  minifters  I  have  often  been 
^  obliged  to  negotiate,  and  never  met  with 

*  an  inftance  of  candour  or  dignity  in  their 

*  proceedings;    nothing  but  low  cunning, 

*  trick,  and  artifice.  After  a  Jiong  experience 

*  of  their  want  of  candour  and  good  faith^ 

*  I  found  myfelf  compelled  to  talk  to  them 

*  in  a  peremptory,  decifive  language.     Chi 

*  tfiis  principle  I  fubmitted  my  advice  to  a 

*  trembling  council  for  an  immediate  decia* 

*  ration  of  a  war  with  Spain.     Your  Lord- 

*  fhips  well  know  what  were  the  confe- 

*  quences  of  not   following  that    advice. 

*  Since,  however,  for  xeafons  unknown  to 

*  me,  it  has  been  thought  advifable  to  negd- 

*  tiatewith  the  court  of  Spain,  I  fliould 

have 
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xxxix!    *  have  conceived  that  the  great  and  fingle 
objetl  of  fuch  a  negotiation  would  have 
been,  to  have  obtained  complete  fatisfec- 
tion  for  the  injury  done  to  the  crown  and 
people  of  England.     But,  if  I  underftand 
the  noble  Lord,  the  only  objefl  of  the 
prefent  negotiation  is  to  find  a  falvo  for 
the  punftilious  honour  of  the  Spaniards. 
The  abfurdity  of  fuch  an  idea  is,  of  itfelf 
infupportable.    But,  my  Lords^  I  objeft 
to  our  negotiating  at  all,  in  our  prefent 
circumftances.     We  are  not  in  that  fitua- 
tion,  in  which  a  great  and  powerful  nation 
is    permitted    to    negotiate.-r-A    foreign 
power  has  forcibly  robbed  his  Majefty  of 
a  part  of  his  dominions.     Is  the  ifland  re- 
ftored?    Are  you  replaced  m  Jlatu  ^tu>? 
If  that  had  been  done,  it  ihight  then  per- 
haps have  been  juftifiable  to  treat  with  the 
aggreffor  upon' the  fetisfaflion  he  ought 
to  make  for  the  infult  offered  to  the  crown 
of  England.      But  will  you  defcend  fo 
low?  will  you  fo  fhamefully  betray  the 
King's  hctfiour,  as  to  make  it  matter  pf 
negotiation  whether  his  Majefty 's  poJTeffi- 
ons  {hall  be  reftored  to  him  or  not?    I 
doubt  not,  my  Lords,  tliat  there  are  fome 

<  important 
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*  important  myfteries  in  the  cpftdu£l  of  this    ^xxil 

*  affair,  which,  whenever  they  are  explaint 6,  ^^ — y— ^ 

*  will  account  for  the  profound  iilecce  now 

*  obferved  by  the  King's  fervants.    The 

*  time  will  come,  my  Lords,  when  they 
'  fhall  be  dragged,  from  their  concealments. 

*  There  are  fome  queftions,  which^  fooner 

*  or  later,  muft  be  anfwered.     The  Mini* 

*  ftry,  I  find,  without  declaring  themfclv^ 
'  explicitly,  have  taken  pains  to  pofleft  the 

*  public  .with  an  opinion,  that  the  Spanifh 

*  Court  have  conftantly  difavowed  the  pro* 

*  ceedingsof  their  governor;  andfQi»eper* 

*  fons,  I  fee,  have  been  fhamelefs  and  daring 

*  enough  to  advife  his  Majefty  to  l^pport 

*  and  countenance  this  opinion  in  his  fpeech 
'  from  the  throne.  Certainly,  my  JUopds, 
*' there  n^ever  was  a  raore  odious,  a  more 

*  infamous  falfliood  impftfed  on  ^  great  na* 

*  tion — It  degrades  the  iCing's  honour^^It 

*  is  an  infult  to  parliament.     Hi$  Af  ajefty 

*  has  been  advifed  to  confirm  and  give  cur* 

*  rency  to  an  abfolute  fai/hQod,  I  beg-  yopf 
'  Lordfhip's  attention,  and  I  hope  I  fh^ll  b« 
\  underftood,  when  I  repeat,  that  the  Conr^ 

*  of  Spain's  having  difavowed  thp^£l  of  their 
^  governor  is  imiLbfolute^  a  palpable  faljlwad^, 

4  ^  Let 
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Let  IDC  aik,  my  Lords^  when  the  firft  com- 
munication was  made  by  the  Court  of 
Madrid^  of  their  being  apprifed  of  their 
taking  of  Falkland's  lilands,  was  it  accom- 
panied with  an  offer  of  inftant  reftitution, 
of  immediate  (atisfa6lion,  and  the  punifli- 
ment  of  the  Spanifh  governor?  If  it  was 
not,  they  have  adopted  the  a£l  as  their 
own,  and  the  very  mention  of  ?i  difavowal 
is  an  impudent  infult  offered  to  the  JKing  s 
dignity.  The  King  of  Spain  difowns  the 
thief,  while  he  leaves  him  unpunifhed,  and 
profits  by  the  theft;  in  vulgar  Englifh,  he 
is  the  receiver  of  ftolen  goods,  and  ought 
to  be  treated  accordingly* 


*  If  your  Lordfhips  will  look  back  to  a 
period  of  the  Englifh  hiftory,  in  which  the 
circumftances  are  reverfed,  in  which  the 
Spaniards  were  the  complainants,  you  will 
fee  how  diScrcntly  they  fucceeded:  you 
will  fee  one  of  the  ablefl  men,  one  of  the 
bravefl  officers  this  or  any  other  country 
ever  produced  (it  is  hardly  neceffary  to 
mention  the  name  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh) 
facrificed  by  the  meanefl  prince  fliat  ever 
fat  upon  the  throne,  to  the  vindiftive  jea- 

loufy 
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loufy  of  that  haughty  court.  James  the  xxxixl 
Tirft  was  bafe  enough,  at  the  inftance  of 
Gondomar,  to  fuffer  a  fentence  againft  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  for  another  fuppofed  of- 
fence, to  be  carried  into  execution  almoft 
twelve  years  after  it  had  been  pafled- 
This  was  the  pretence.  His  real  crime 
was,  that  he  had  mortally  offended  the 
Spaniards,  while  he  afled  by  the  King's 
^  exprefs  orders,  and  under  his  commifiion^ 

'  My  Lords,  the  pretended  difavowal  Ijy 

*  the  court  of  Spain  is  as  ridiculous  as  it  is 

*  falfe.  If  your  Lordfhips  want  any  other 
'  proof,  call  for  your  own  officers,  who  were 
^  ftationeci  at  Falkland  Ifland.  Afk  the 
^  officer  who  commanded  the  garrifon,  whe- 

*  ther^  when  he  was  fummoned  to  furrender, 

*  the.  demand  was  made  iri  name  of  the  go- 

*  vernor  of  Buenos  Ayres,  or  of  'his  Catho- 

*  lie  Majefty?  Was  the  ifland  faid  to  be* 
^  long  to  Don  Francifco  Bucarelli,  or  to  the 

*  King  of  Spain?    If  I  am  not  miftaken, 

*  we  have  been  in  poffeffion  of  thefe  iflands 

*  fince  the  year  1764,  or  1765*  Will  the 
^  miniftry  aflert,  that,  in  all  that  time,  the 

*  Spantfii  court  have  never  once  claimed 

*  them? 
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xxxix."  '  th^w?  that  their  right  tathem  has  ntsr&t 
been  urged,  or  ojentioned  to  our  mihif- 
try?  If  it  has,  the  aft  of  the  governor  of 
Buenos  Ayres  is  plainly  the  cohfequence 
of  ovr  refufal  to  acknowkdge  and  fubmit 
to  the  &p2tni(h  claims*  Fox  five  years 
th.ey  negotiate ;  when  that,  fails,  they 
take  the  ifl^nd  by  forCe.  If  that  meafure 
had  arifep  out  of  the  general  inftru6lions^ 
conftantly  givep  to  the  governor  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  why  ftiould  the  execution  of  it 
haye  been  deferred  fo  long  ? 
*  My  Lords,  if  the  fal(hood  of.  this  pre* 
tended  difavowal  had  been  confined  to 
the  Court  of  Sp.ajin,  1  thould  have  admit- 
ted it  without  concern.  I  fliould  have 
beep  content  that  they  themfelves  had 
left  a  doQr  open  for  excufe,  and  accom- 
'modation.  Thp  King  of  England  s  ho- 
nour is  not  touched  till  he  adopts  the 
falfehqod,  delivers  it  tp  his  Parliamfent, 
apd  ra^kes  it  his  own*  I. cannot  quit  this 
fubjeft  without  comparing  the  conduft  of 
the  prefent  Miniftry  with  that  of  %  Gen- 
llemari  (Mr.  George  Grenville,)  who 
is  now  no  more*  The  occafions  were  fi- 
milan— Th?  French  h^d  taken  a  little^ 

*  ifland 
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ifland  from  us  called  Turk's  ifland.    The  xxxix.' 


*  Minifter  then  at  the  head  of  the  Treafury,    ^^^ 

•  took  the  bufinefs  upon  himfelf ;  but  he 

*  did  not  negotiate  :  he  fent  for  the  French 

*  Ambaffador  and  made  a. peremptory  de- 

•  mand.  A  courier  was  difpatched  to  Paris, 
'  and  returne4  in  a  few  days,  with  orders 

•  for  inftant  reftitution,  not  only  of  the 
'  ifland,  but  of  every  thing  that  the  Englifh 
'  fubjeOs  had  loft*. 

'  Such 

*  The  ftatc  of  iht  faft  wis  as  follows  :-«.Wtien  tlie  ad- 
vice arrived  in  England,  oF  the  French  having  feized 
Turk's  liland,  in  the  ye^r  1764,  a  debate  afofe  in  the 
Britifh  Countil  u)>on  the  meafut'e^  neeefTary  to  be  taken 
with  France  updn  thaf  oCcaliom  The ,  whole  Council, 
one  only  excepted,  were  for  a  remonftrance  to  the  French 
Court,  and  they  founded  their  opinion  upon  an  appre- 
henlion,  lefl  a  fpirited  Condu£):  might  induce  thlt  Court 
to  break  thfe  peace,  and  by  fonle  unforfcfein  nieati^,  pre- 
cipitate us  into  meafur&s  which  tnight  terminate  iti  a  rup« 
ture  between  the  two  nations*  The  one  Who  ventured  to 
differ  from  ail  the  r^ft  was  the  Right  Hbn..  Gkouce 
Grikvills.  He  uf ged  the  neceility  of  a  fpirited  con- 
duct as  the  only  means  bf  pfefei'vihg  the  peace*  That 
France,  who  Was  unable  to  continue  th«  late  war,  wa$ 
equally  incapable  of  beginning  another.  That  if  we  did 
not  immediately  (hew  a  fpirited  and  Wafm  fefentment  *0 
her  behaviour  on  this  occafion,  (he  would  certainly  repeat 
her  infults,  and  accompany  them  with  language  that  her 
pride  would  oblige  her  to  fupport,  iind  thus  filence  or 

tameneft 
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XXXIX.'  *  of  your  Lordfliips  may,  perhaps,  remem- 
^"^^  •  ber  the  convention.    For  feveral  fuccef- 

*  five  years  our  merchants  had  been  plun- 

*  dered — ^no  proteftion  given  them — jno  re- 

*  drefs  obtained  for  them ; — during  all  thit 

*  time  we  were  contented  to  complain,  and 

*  to  negotiate ; — the  Court  of  Madrid  were 

*  then  as  ready  to  difown  their  officers, 

*  and  as  unwilling  to  punifli  them,  as  they 

*  are  at  prefent.     Whatever  violence  hap- 

*  pened  was  always  laid  to  the  charge  of 

*  one  or  other  of  their  Weft  India  Gover- 
'  nors.    To-day   it  was  the  Governor -of 

*  Cuba,  to-morrow  of  Porto  Rico,  Cartha- 

*  gcna,  or  Porto  Bello.    If  in  a  particular 

*  inftance,  redrefs  was  promifed,  how  was 

*  that  promife  kept  ?    The  merchant,  who 

*  had  been  robbed  of  his  property,   was 
'  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies,  to  get  it,  if  he 

*  could  out  of  an  empty  cheft.     At  laft  the 

*  conyention  wais  made;    but,  though  ap-' 

*  proved  by  at  majority  of  both  Houfes, 

*  was  received  by  the  nation  with  univerfal 

*  difcontent,     I  my felf  heard  that  wife  man 
^  (Sir  Robert   Walpole)    fay    in    the 

*  Houfe  of  Commons,  "  Tis  true  we  have 
*'  got  a  convention  and  a  vote  of  Parlia- 

"  xnent; 
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*^  ment;    but  what  fignifies  it,    we  fhall  x^xix" 
".  have  a  Spanifh  war  upon  the  back  of  ^ 
'*  our  convention." — *  Here,  my  Lords,  I 

*  cannot  help  mentioning  a  very  ftriking 

*  obfervation  made  to  me  by  a  noble  Lord, 

*  (the  late  Lord  Granville)  fmce  dead. 
f  His  abilities  did  honour  to  this  Houfe, 

*  and  to  this  nation.     In  the  upper  depart- 

*  ments  of  Government  he  had  not  his 

*  equal ;  and  I  feel  a  pride  in  declaring, 
^  that  to  his  patronage,   to  his  friendfliip, 

*  and  inftruftion,  I  owe  whatever  I  am.— 

*  This  great  man  has  often  obferved  to  me 

*  that,   in  all  the  negotiations  which  pre- 

*  ceded  the  convention,  our  Minifters  ne- 
^  ver  found  out  that  there  was  no  ground, 

*  or  fubjefl:  for  any  negotiation.     That  the 

*  Spaniards  had  not  a  right  to  fearch  our 
^  {hips,  and  when  they  attempted  to  regu- 
^  late  that  right  by  treaty,  they  were  regu- 

*  lating  a  thing  which  did  not  exift.  This 
^  1  take  to  be  fomethirig  like  the  cafe  of 

*  the  Miniftry.     The  Spaniards  have  feized 

*  an  ifland  they  have  no  right  to,   and  his 

*  Majefty's  fervants  make  it  matter  of  ne- 
^  gotiation,  whether  his  dominions  fhall  be 

*  reftored  to  him,  or  not, 

u  3  *  From 


1110. 


«9ft  AKICDOTES  AN]>  SPEECHES 

XXXIX.       *'From  what  1  have  faid,  my  Lords,  t  do 

*  not  doubt  but  it  will  be  underftood  by 

*  many  Lords,  and  given  out  to  the  pub- 
'  lie,  that  I  am  for  hurrying  the  nation,  at 

*  all  events,  into  a  war  with  Spain.     My 

*  Lords,  I  difclaim  fuch  counfels,  and  I 
'  beg  that  -this  declaration  may  be  remem* 

*  bcred — Let  us  have  peace,  my  Lords, 
'  but  left  it  be  honourable,  let  it  be  fecure. 

*  A  patched  up  peace  will  not  do.    It  will 

*  not  fatisfy  the  nation,  though  it  may  be 

*  approved  of  by  Parliament.     I  diftinguifh 

*  widbly  between  a  folid  peace,   and  the 

*  the  difgraceful  expedients,   by  which  a 

*  war  may  be  deferred,  but  cannot  be 
'  avoided..  I  am  as  tender  of  the  efFufion 
^  of  human  blood,  as  the  noble  Lord  who 

*  dwelt  fo  long  upon  the  miferies  of  war. 

*  If  the  bloody  politics  of  fome  noble  Lords 

*  had  been  followed,  England,  and  every 
^  quarter  of  his  Majefty's  dominions  would 

*  have  been  glutted  with  blood— the  blood 

*  of  our  own  countrymen. 

r 

'  My  Lords,  I  have  better  reafons,  per* 
'  haps,  than  many  of  your  Lordfhips  for 

*  defiring  peace  upon  the  terms  I  have  de- 

^  fcribed. 
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*  fcribed.    Iknow  the  ftrength  and  prepa- *  ^^x1^. 

*  ration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon ;  I  know  ^vV 

*  the  defencelefs,  unpr^ared  condition  of 

*  this  Gonntry.     I  know  not  by  what  riiif- 

*  management  we  are  redticed  to^this  fitu- 

*  ation  J  and  when  I  confider,  who  are  tHe 
^  men  by  whom  a  war,  in  the  outfet  at 

*  Icaft,  mufl  be  conduced,  can  I  but^wifli 

*  for  peace  ? — Let  them  not  fcreen  them-' 

*  felves  behind  the  want  of  intelligence^— 
'  they  had  intelligence  :    I  know  they  had. 

*  If  they  had  not,  they  are  criminal. f  and 
^  their  excufe  is  their  crime.— Bur  I  wfll 
^  tell  thefe  young  Minifters  the  true  fource 

*  of  intelligence.  It  is  fagacity.  Sagacity 
^  to  compare  caufes  and  effeds ; ,  to  judge 
^  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  and  difcern 

*  the  future  by  a  careful  review  of  the  paft. 
«  — Oliver  Cromwell,  'who  aftonifhcd 

*  mankind  by  his  intelligence,  did  not  de- 
'  rive  it  from  fpies  in  the  Cabinet  of  every 

*  Prince  in  Europe:  he  drew  it  from  the 
^*  cabinet  of  his  own  fagacious  mind.  He 
**obferved  fafts  and  traced  them  forward 

*  to  their  confequences.  From  what  was, 
^-he  concluded  what  muft  be,  and  he^  never 
^  was  deceived.    In  the  prefent  fituation  of 

u  4  *  affairs. 
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*  affairs,   I  think  it  would  be  treachery  to 

*  the  nation  to  conceal  from  them  their 
^  real  circumftances,  and  with  refpefl  to  a 

*  foreign  enemy,  I  know  that  all  conceal- 
'  ments  are  vain  and  ufelefs.  They  are  as 
'  well  acquainted  with  the  a6lual  force  and 
'  weaknefs  of  this  country,  as  any  of  the 
•King's  fervants,— This  is  no  time  for  fi- 

*  lence,  or  referve.    I  charge  the  Minifters 

*  with  the  higheft  crimes  that  men  in  their 
«  ftations  can  be  guilty  of.     I  charge  them 

*  with  having  dcftroyed  all   content  and 

*  unanimity  at  home,  by  a  feries  of  op- 

*  preffive,  unconftitutional  meafures ;   and 

*  with  having  betrayed,   and  delivered  up 

*  the  nation  defencelefs  to  a  foreign  enemy* 


'  Their  utmofl;  vigour  has  reached  no 
farther  than  to  a  fruitlefs,  protrafted  ne- 
gotiation. When  they  fhould  have  afcled, 
they  have  contented  themfelves  with  talk- 
ing about  it,  Goddefs,  and  about  it — If  we 
do  not  ftand  forth,  and  do  our  duty  in 
the  prefent  crifis,  the  nation  is  irretriev- 
ably undone.  I  defpife  the  little  policy 
of  concealments.  You  ought  to  know 
tlie  whole  of  your  fituation.    If  the  in- 

•  formation 
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*  formation  be  new  to  the  Miniftry,  let 
'  them  take  care  to  profit  by  it.    1  mean  to 

*  roufe,    to   alarm   the  whole  nation— .-to 

*  roufe  the  Miniftry,  if  poflible,  who  feem 
'  awake  to  nothing  but  the  prefervation  of 
^  their  places — to  awaken  the  King, 

^  Early  in  the  laft  fpring,   a  motion  was 

*  made  in  Parliament,   for  enquiring  into 

*  the  ftate  of  the  Navy,  and  an  augmenta* 
^  tion  of  fix  thoufand  feamen  was  offered 

*  to  the  Miniftry.     They  refufed  to  give  us 

*  any  infight  into  the  condition  of  the  Navy, 

*  and  rejected  the  augmentation.  Early  in 
'  June  they  received  advice  of  a  com- 
^  menccment  of  hoftilities  by  a  Spanifh  ar- 

*  mament,  which  had  warned  the  Kings 
'  garrifon  to  quit  an  ifland  belonging  to  his 
'  Majefty.     From  that  to  1 2th  of  Septem- 

*  ber,   as  if  nothing  had  happened,   they 

*  lay  dormant.  Not  a  man  was  raifed,  not 
^  a  fingle  fhip  put  into  commi{fion.  From 
'  the  12th  of  September,  when  they  heard 
^  of  the  firft  blow  being  atiually  ftruck,  we 
'  are, to  date  the  beginning  of  their  prepa- 

*  rations  for  defence.     Let  us  now  enquire, 
^*  my   Lords,   what  expedition  they  have 

^  ufed. 
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XXXIX.  '  ^^^df    viliBt  vigour   they  have  exerted, 

^^^^^  *  We  have  heard  wonders  of  the  diligence 

'  employed   in   imprefling,    of    the  large 

*  bounties  offered,  and  the  number  of  Chips 

*  put  into  commiffion.     Thefe  have  been 

*  been,    for  fome  time  paft,    the  conftant 

*  topics  of  Minifterial  boaft  and  triumph. 
'  Without  regarding  the'defcription,  let  us 

*  look  to  the  fubftance.     I  tell  your  lord- 

*  fhips  that,  with  all  this  vigour  and  expe- 
'  jdition,  they  have  not,  ita  a  period  of  con- 

*  fiderably  more  than  two  months^  raifed 
^  ten  thoufand  featnen.  I  mention  that' 
^  number,  meaning  to  fpeak  largely,  though 

*  in  my  own  breaft,  I  am  convinced  that 

*  the  number  does  not  exceed' eight  thou. 

*  fend.  But  it  is  faid  they  have  ordered 
'  forty  fhi'ps  of  the  line  into*  commiffion. 
'  My  Lords,  upon  this  fubjeft  I  can  fpeak 
'  with  knowledge-*!  have  been  converfant 

*  in  thefe  matters,  and  draw  mv  informati* 

*  on  from  the  greateft  and  moft  refpeftable 

*  naval  authority  that  ever  exifted'  in  this 

*  country — I  mean  the  late  Lord  Anson. 

*  The  merits  of  that  great  man  are  not  fo 

*  univerfally  known,  nor  his  memory  fo 
^  warmly  refpefted  as   he  deferved.     To 

*  his 
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h?s  wifdom,  to  his  experience,  and  care,  xxxix. 
(and  I  fpeak  it  with  pleafure)  the  nation  ^^ — >r— ' 
owes  the  glorious  naval  fuccefles  of  the 
laft  war.  The  ftate  of  fafts  laid  before 
Parliament  in  the  year  1756,  fo  entirely 
convinced  me  of  the  injuftice  done  to  his 
charafter,  that  in  fpite  of  the  popular 
clamours  raifed  againft  him,  in  direft'op* 
polition  to  the  complaints  of  the  mer- 
chants, .and  of  the  whole,  city,  (whole 
favour  I  am  fuppofed  to  court  upon  all 
occafions)  I  replaced  him  at  the  head  of 
the  Admiralty ;  and  I  thank  God  that  I 
had  refolution  enough  to  do  fo.  In- 
ftrufted  by  this  great  feaman,  I  do  affirm, 
that  forty  fhips  of  the  line,  with  their  ne- 
cefTary  attendant  frigates,  to  be 'properly 
manned,  require  forty  thoufarid  feamen. 
If  your  Lordfhips  are  furprifed  at  this  af- 
fertion,  you  will  be  more  fo,  when  I  af* 
fure  you,  that  in  the  laft  war,  this  coun- 
try maintained  85,006  feamen,  and  em- 
ployed them  all.  Now,  my  Lords,  the 
peace  eftabliftimerit  of  your  navy,  fup- 
pofing  it  complete,  and  effefllve,  (which 
by  the  by  ought  to  be  known)  is  fixteen 
'  thoufand  men.    Add  to  thefe  the  number 

♦  newly 
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XXXIX  *  r^c^^^y  raifed,  and  you  have  about  twenty- 
five  thoufand  men  to  man  your  fleet.     I 
(hall  come  prefently  to  the  application  of 
this  force,  fuch  as  it  is,  and  compare  it 
with  the  fervices,  which  I  know  are  in- 
difpenfable.     But  firft,  my  Lords,  let  us 
have  done  with  the  boafted  vigour  of  the 
Miniftry .     Let  us  hear  no  more  pf  their 
aftivity.     If  your  Lordfhips  will  recal  to 
your  minds  the  fiate  of  this  country  when 
Mahon  was  taken,  and  compare  what  was 
done  by  Government  at  that  time,  with 
the  eftbrts  now  made  in  very  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances,  you  will  be  able  ^o  determine 
what  praife  is  due  to  the  vigorous  opera- 
tions of  the  prefent  Miniftry.     Upon  the 
firft  intelligence  of  the  invafion  of  Mi- 
norca,  a  great  fleet  was  equipped,  and 
fent  out ;  and  near  double  the  number  of 
feamen  collefted  in  half  the  time  taken  to 
fit  out  the  prefent  force,   which  pitiful  as 
it  is,  is  not  yet,  if  the  occafion  were  ever 
fo  preffing,  in  a  condition  to  go  to  fea. 
Confult  the  returns,  which  were  laid  before 
Parliament  in  the  year  1756.    I  was  one 
of  thofe  who  urged  a  Parliamentary  in- 
quiry into  the  condutl  of  the  Mirtiftry. 

*  That 
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*  That  Miniftry,  my  Lords,  in  the  midft  of 

*  univerfal  cenfure  and  reproach,  had  ho- 
f  nour  and  virtue  enough  to  promote  the 

*  inquiry  themfelves.  They  fcorned  to 
'  evade  it  by  the  ihean  expedient  of*  put- 

*  ting  a  previous  qucftion.     Upon  the  ftric- 

*  teft  inquiry  it  appeared,  that  the  diligence 
'  they  had  ufed  in  fending  a  fquadron  to 

*  the  Mediterranean,  and  in  their  other  na- 
'  val  preparations,  was  beyond  all  example. 

'  My  Lords^  the  fubje^  on  which  I  am 
'  fpeaking,  feems  to  call  upon  me,   and  I 

*  willingly  take  this  occafion  to  declare  ray 

*  opinion  upon  a  queftion,  on  which  much 

*  wicked  pains  have  been  employed  to  dif- 

*  turb  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  to  dif- 
'  trefs  Government. — My  opinion  may  not 
^  be  very  popular;  neither  am  T  running 
^  the  race  of  popularity.  I  am  myfelf 
^  clearly  convinced,    and  I  believe  every 

*  man  who  knpws  any  thing  of  the  Englifh 

*  navy  will  acknowledge,  that  without  im- 
'  preffing,  it  is  impoffible  to  equip  a  re- 
'  fpeftable  fleet  within  the  time  in  which 
'  fuch  armaments  are  ufually  wanted.     If 

*  this  fa6l  be  admitted,  and  if  the  neceflity 

^  of 
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■  of  arming  upon  a  fudden  emergency  {hould 
^  appear  .incontrovertible,  what  ftiall  we 
'  think  of  thofe  men,  who  in  the  moment 
'  danger^  would  ftop  the  great  defence  of 
their  country.  Upon  whatever  principle 
^  they  may  aft,  the  a6l  itfelf  is  more  than 
^  faftioil — *it  is  labouring  to  cut  off  the 
^  right  hand  of  the  community.  I  wholly 
^  condemn  their  conduft,  and  am  ready  to 
^  fupport  any  motion  that  may  be  made, 

*  for  bringing  thofe  aldermen,  who  have 

*  endeavoured  to  ftop  the  execution  of  the 

*  Admiralty  warrants^   to  the  bar  of  this 

*  Houfe.  My  Lords,  I  do  not  reft  my 
^  opinion  merely  upon  neceffity*     I  am  fa- 

*  tisfied  that  the  power  of  impreffmg  is 
^  founded  upon  uninterrupted  ufage/    It  is 

*  the  confuetudo  Regni,   and  part  of  the 

*  common-law  prerogative  of  the  crown. 
'  When  I  condemn  the  proceedings  of  fome 
'  perfons  upon  this  occafion,  letmedojuf- 
'  tice  to  a  man,   whofe  charafter  and  con- 

*  du£l  have  been  infamoufly  traduced;  I 
'  mean  the  late  Lord  Mayor,  Mr.  Tre- 
\  GOT  HICK.  In  the  midft  of  reproach  and 
'  clamour,  he  had  firmnefs  enough  to  per- 
^  fevere  in  doing  his  duty.  I  do  not  know 
\  ■        '  «  in 
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•  in  oflice  a  more  upright  magiftrate ;   nor,   xxxixT 

*  in  private  life,  a  worthier  man. 
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*  Permit. me  now,  my  Lords,  to  ftate  to 
your  Lordftiips  the  extent  and  variety  of 
the  fervice  which  muft  be  provided  for, 
and  to  compare  them  with  our  apparent 
refources.  A  due  attention  to,  and  pro- 
vifion  for  thefe  fervices,  is  prudence  in 
time  6f  peace;  in  war  it  is  neceffity. 
Preventive  policy,  my  Lords,  which  ob- 
viates or  avoids  the  injury,  is  far  prefer* 
able  to  that  vindiftive  policy,  which  aims 
at  reparation,  or  has  no  objeft  but  revenge. 
The  precaution  that  meets  the  diforder  is 
cheap  and  eafy ;  the  renitdy  which  fol- 
lows it,  bloody  and  expenfive.  The  firft 
great  and  acknowledged  objeft  of  national 
defence,  in  this  country^  is  to  maintain 
fuch  a  fuperior  naval  force  at  home,  that 
even  the  united  fleets  of  France  and  Spain 
may  never  be  mafters  of  the  Channel. 
If  that  flipuld  ever  happen,  what  is  there 
to  hinder  their  landing  in  Ireland^  or  even 
upon  our  own  coaft?  They  have  often 
made- the-  attempt :  in  King  Willi am*s 
'time   it  fucceeded.       Kin^  James    em- 

*  barked 
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xxxiK.   '  barked  on   board   a   French  fleet,    and 

*  landed  with  a  French  army  in  Ireland* 

*  In  the  mean  time  the  French  were  maf- 

*  ters  of  the  Channel,  and  continued  fo  un- 

*  til  their  fleet  was  deflroyed  by  Admiral 
VRussEL*      As    to    the    probable  confe- 

*  quences  of  a  foreign  army  landing  either 

*  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  I  fliall  offer 

*  your  Lordfhips  my  opinion  when  I  fpeak 

*  of  the  a£lual  condition  of  our  {landing 

*  army. 
^  .  *      ' 
*  The  fecond  naval  obje6l  with  an  Englifh 

'  minifler,    fliould   be  to  maintain  at  all 

*  times  a  powerful  w^eftern  fquadron*     In 

*  the   profoundeft  peace  it  ftiould  be  re- 

*  fpeftable  ;  in  war  it  fliould  be  formidable* 

*  Without  it,  the  colonies,  the  commerce^ 
'  the  navigation  of  Great  Britain,  lie  at  the 

*  mercy  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.     While 
* ,/  had  the  honour  of  afting  with  Lord 

*  Anson,  that  able  officer  never  ceafed  to 

*  inculcate  upon  the  minds  of  his  Majefty's 

*  fervants  the  neceffity  of  conilantiy  main- 
^  taining  a  ftrong  wefl:em  fquadron ;   and  I 

*  mufl  vouch  for  him,  that  while  A^  was  at 

r  the 
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*  the  liead  of  thfe  marine  it  wias  neveir  neg-    xxxix 
^.leaed.  .^ 

*  The  third  dbjeft  indlfpeiifabie,    as   I 

*  conceiyCj  in  the  diftribution  of  our  riavy, 

*  is  to  maintairi  fuch  a  force  in  the  Bay  of 

*  Gibraltar  as  may  be  fuflBcient  to  cover 

*  that  garrifoii^    to  watch  the  mbtioris'of 

*  the  Spaniards,  and  to  keep  open  the  com- 

*  municatioii  with  Miiiorci.     Th^  miniftry 

*  will  not.betray  fuch  want  of  information 
*.  as  to  difpute  the  truth  of  Jlny  of  thefe 

*  prbpofitibns.    But  How  will  your  Lord^ 

*  fhips  be  aftoiiiflied,  when  I  irifornl  you  iri 

*  what  manner  they  have  provided  for  thefe  ^ 

*  great,  thefe  effential  dbjefts  ?    As  td  the 

*  firft,  i  mean  the  defence  of  the  Channel^ 

*  I  take  iipon-  myfelf  to   affirm  to  your 

*  Lbrdfhip^,  that,  at  this  hour  (ind  I  beg 

*  that  the  date  may  be  taken  down  and  ob- 

*  ferved)  we  cannot  fend  but  eleven  IhipS 
^  of  thfe  line  fo  manned  and  equipped  that 
^  any  officer  of  rank  and  credit  in  the  fer- 

*  vice  fhail  accept  df  the  command  and 

*  ftake  his  reputation  upon  it.  We  have  one 
^  fhip  bf  the  line  at  Jamaica,  one  at  the 
'  Leeward  iflands^  and  one  at  Gibraltar  j 

Vol*  ii.  ;  X  *  yet, 
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yet,  at  this  very  moment,  for  ought  the  mi* 
niftry  know,  both  Jamaica  and  Gibraltar 
may  be  attacked ;  and  if  they  are  attacked 
(which  God  forbid)  they  muft  fall*  No- 
thing can  prevent  it  but  the  appearance 
of  a  fuperior  fquadron.  It  is  true  that, 
fome  two  months  agoj  four  fhips  of  the 
line  were  ordered  from  Portfmouth,  and 
one  from  Plymouth,  to  carry  a  relief 
from  Ireland  to  Gibraltar*  Thefe  fhips^ 
my  Lords,  a  week  ago,  were  ftill  in  port^ 
If,  upon  their  arrival  at  Gibraltar,  they 
(hould  find  the  Bay  poffeffed  by  a'  fu* 
perior  fquadron,  the  relief  cannot  be 
landed ;  and  if  it  could  be  landed,  of 
what  force  do  your  Lordfhips  think  it 
confifts?  Two  regiments,  of  four  hun-i 
dred  men  each,  at  a  time  like  this,  are 
fent  to  fecure  a  place  of  fuch  importance 
as  Gibraltar !  a  place  which  it  is  univer- 
fally  agreed  cannot  hold  againft  a  vigor- 
ous attack  from  the  fea,  if  once  the  enemy 
fhould  be  fo  far  mailers  of  the  Bay  as  to 
make  good  a  landing  even  with  a  mode- 
rate force.  The  indifpenfable  fervice  of 
the  lines  requires  at  leaft  four  thoufand 
men.    The  prefent  garrifon  confifts  o£ 

, .  ^  about 
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^  About  two  thoufand  three  hundred }  So.   xxxix! 
^  that,    if  the  relief  ftiould  be  fortunate 

*  enough  to  get  on  fhore,  they  will  wan* 
'  eight  hundred  men  of  their  neceffery. 
^  complementi  .      - 

^  Let  us  now>  my  Lcfrds,  turn  pur  elyesl 
^  homewards.     When  the  defence  of  Great 

*  Britain  or  treland  is  in  queftion,  it  is  no 

*  longer  a  point  of  honour;   it  is  not  the 

*  fecurity  of  foreign  commerce,  pr  foreign 

*  poffeflions ;    we  arei  to  c^ontend  for  the. 

*  very  being  of  the  ftate*  I  have  good  au- 
^  thority  to  affure  your  Lordfhips  that  the 

*  Spaniards  have  now  H  fleet  at  Ferrol^ 
'  completely  manned    and  ready  to   fail| 

*  v/hich  we  are  in  no  condition  to  meet, 

*  We  could  not  this  day  fend  out  eleven 
'  {hips  of  the  line  properly  equipped,  and 

*  to-morrow  the  enemy  may  be  mafters  of* 

*  the  ChanneL    It  is  unneceflary  to  prefs 

*  the  Gonfequetices  of  thefe  fafts  upon  your 
^  Lordfhips  minds,     if  the  enemy  wqre  to 

*  land  in  full  force^  either  upon  this  coafl 

*  or  in  Ireland,  where  is  your  army?  where 

*  is  your  defence  ?  My  Lords,  if  the  Houfe 
'  of  Bourbon  "make  a  wife  and  vigorous  ule 
'  of  the  a£lual  advantages  they  have  over 

/  X    2  ^  US, 
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xxxix.   *  ^s,  it  is  more  than  probable  that' on  this 


1770.  «  day  month  we  may  not  ht  a  nation, 
'  What  military  force  can  the  miniftry  (hew 
f  to  anfwer  any  fudden  demand  ?  I  do  not 
'  fpeak  of  foreign  expeditions,  or  offenfive 

*  operations,     I  fpeak  of  the  interior  de- 

*  fence  of  Ireland,   and  of  this  country. 

*  You  have  a  nominal  army  of  feventy  bat- 

*  talions,  befides  guards  and  cavalry.     But 

*  what  is  the  eftablilhment  of  thefe  bat- 

*  talions  ?   Suppofing  they  were  complete 
/  to  the  numbers  allowed  (which  I  Icnow 

*  they  are  not)  each  regiment  would  confift 

*  of  fomething  lefs  than  four  hundred  men, 
*-  rank  and  file.     Are  thefe  battalions  com- 

*  plete?   Have  any  orders  been  given  for 

*  an  aiugmentation,  or  do  the  miniftry  mean 

*  to  continue  them  upon  their  prefent  low 

*  eftabliftiment?  When  America,  the  Weft 

*  Indies,  Gibraltar,  and  Minorca,  are  taken 

*  care  of^  confider,  my  Lords,  what  part 

*  of  this  army  will  remain  to  defend  Ireland 

*  and   Great  Britain?    This   fubjeft,    my 

*  Lords,  leads  me  to  confiderations  of  fo- 
'  reign  policy  and  foreign  alliance.     It  is 

*  more  connefted   with    them   than'  your 

*  Lordftiips  may  at  firft  imagine.     When  I 
^  compare  the  numbers  of  our  people,  ef- 

^  timated 
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timated  highly  at  fcven  millions,  Xvith  the  xxxix! 
population  of  France  _and  Spain,  ufually    ^tj^ 
computed  at  twenty-§ve  millions,  I  fee  a 
clear,    felf-evident  impoffibility  for  this 
country  to  contend  with  the  united  power 
of  the  Hoitfe^  of  Bourbon,  merely  upon 
the  ftrength  of  its  own  refour<:es.     They 
\9ho  talk  of  confining  a  great  war  to  naval 
operations ;i)nly,  fpeaJc  without  knowledge 
or.  Experience.     We  can  no  more  com- 
mand the  difpofition  than  the  events  of 
a   war.     Where  ever  we  are  attack^d^ 
there  we  muft  defend* 

*  I  have. been  much  abufed,  my  Lords, 

*  for  fupporting  a  war,  which  it  has  been 
^  the  fafhioh  to  call  my  German  war.  But 
^  I  can  affirm,  with  a  clear  confcience,  that 
'  that  abufe  has  been  thrown  upon  me  by 

*  men,  who  were  either  unacquainted  with 

*  fkfts,  or  had  an  intereft  in  mifreprefenting 

*  them.  I  ftiall  fpeak  plainly  and  frankly 
^  to  your  Lordftiips  upon  this,  as  I  do  upon 
^  every  occafibn..  That  J  did  in  Parliament 

*  oppofe,  to  the  Utmoft  of  my  power;  our 

*  engaging  in  a  German  war,  is  moft  truej 

*  and  lif  the  fame  circumftance  were  to 
'  recur,  I  would  aft  the  fame  part,  and  op-. 

X  3  *  pofe 
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XXXIX.  '  pofe  it  again;  But  when  I  was  called 
^  upon  to  take  a  fhare  in  the  adminiftration*, 
^  that  m^afure'  was*  already  decided.  Be- 
?  fore  I  was  appointed  Secretary  of  State, 
f  the  firft  treiaty  with  the  King  of  Pruffia 
f  was  ligned,  fend  not  only  ratified  by  the 
^  crown,  but  a^pproved  of  and'  confirmed 
i  by^  a*  refolution  of  both  Houfes  of  Par- 

*  liament.     It  Was  a  weight  fafteried  upoii 

*  my  fieck,  By-  that  treaty,  the  honour  of 
^  the  crown  aftd  the  honour  of  our  nation 
f  were  equiaUy- engaged.  How  I  could  re- 
^  cede  from  fuch  an  engagement;    how  1 

*  could  advife  the  crown  to  defert  a  great 
^prince  in  the  iriicift  of  thofe  difficulties,  in 
^  which  a  reliance  upon  the  go<5d  faith  of 
1^  this  .cduntFy  had  contributed  to  involve 
'  hiiif,  are  queftions  I  willingly  fubmit  to 
f  your  Lordfhips  candor.  That  wonderful 
-'^  man  might,  perhaps,  have  extricated  him- 
'••&lf  from  his  difficuhies  without  our  affif- 
f  tance.  He  has  talents  which,  in  every 
'^  thiilg  that  touches  the  human  capacity, 
>  do  honour  to  the  human.,  mind.  But  ho\^ 
-*  would  England  have  fupport?ed  that  repu- 
'tation  of  Credit  and  good  faith,  by  which 

'^'  we  have  been  diftinguiftied  in  Europe? 
V  What  othfr  foreign  pow«r  would  hav^ 

'-    ^  '  '  fought 
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*  fought  our  friendfhip  ?  '  What  other  fo-    xxxrx 
^  reigji  power  would .  have  accepted  of  an  , 
^  alliance  with  us  ?  .>  . 

^  But,  my  Lords,,  though  I  wholly  con-. 

*  dcmnbuf  entering  into  any  engagements 
'  which  tend  to  involve  us  ^in  a  continental 

*  war,  I  d6  not  admit  that  alliances  ^vith' 

*  fome '  of  the  German  princes  are  either 

*  detrimental  or  ufelefs.    They  77ia^  be,  n[iy 
*' Lords,  not  only,  ufeful,  but  neceflary.     I^ 
^  hope,  indeed,  I  fhall  never  fee  an  army  of 

*  foreign  auxiliaries  in  Great  Britain;  we 

*  do  not  want  it.     If  our  people  are  united ; 

*  if  they  are  attached  to  the  King,  and  place 
^  a  confidence  in  hiis  government,  we  have 

*  an  internal  ftrength  fufficient  to  repel  any' 

*  foreign  invafion.     With  refpcft  to  Ire- 

*  land,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  of  the  fame 
^  opinion.      If   a   powerful   foreign  army 

*  were  landed  in  that  kingdom,  with  arms  , 
^  ready  to  be  put  into'  the  hands  of  the  Ro-i 

*  man  Catholics,  I  declare  freely  to  your 
^  Lordfhips,  that  I  fhould  heartily  wiih  it 

*  were  poflible  to  colleft  twenty  thoufand 
'  '  German  proteftants^  whether  from  Heffe 

*  or  Brunfwick,  or  Wolfcnbottle,  or  even 

*  the  unpopular  Hanoverian,  and  land  them 
'  in  Ireland.    I  wifh  it,  my  Lords^  becaufe 

:5c  4  *  I  am> 


|t8  ANECDOTES  AND  SPEECHES 

xxxix;  *  the  helplefs— upon  that  par^  of  the  com- 
,770.     *  munity.  which  ftands  moft  in  need  of,  and 

*  hcit  deferves  the  care  and  prpteftion  pf 

*  legiflature.     To  me,  my  Lords,  whether 

*  they  be  miferable  jobbers  of 'Change-alley^ 

*  or  the  lofty  Afiatic  plunderers  pf  Leaden- 

*  hall-ftreet,-they  are  all  .equally  deteftable. 
\^  I  care  but  little  whether  a  man  walks  on 
'  foot,  or  is  drawn  by  eight  horfes  or  fix 
\  horfes ;  if  his  luxury  be  fi;ippoTted  by  the 
^  plunder  of  his  country,  I  defpife  and  de- 

*  teft  him.  My  Lords,  while  I  had  the  ho* 
*^  nour  of  ferving  his.Majefty,  I  never  ven- 
*:  tured  to  look  at  the  Treafury  but  at  a 
^  diftance ;  it  is  a  bufinefs  I  am  unfit  for, 
^^  and  to  which  I  never  could   have  fub- 

*  mitted.     The  little  I  know  of  it  has  not 

*  ferved  to  raife  my  opinion  of  what  is  vul- 
'  garly  called  the  monied  inter eji  ;  J  mean 
^  that  blood-fucker,  that  muckworm,  which 
•;  calls  itfelf  the  friend  of  government — that 

*  preterfds  to  ferve  this  or  that  adminiftra- 
\  tion,  3^4  may  be  purchafed,.on  the  fame 

*  terms,  by  any  adminiftration— that  ad- 
'.  vances  money  to  government,  and  takes 

*  fpecial  care  of  its  own  emoluments.  Un- 
^'  4er  this  defcription  I  include  the  whole 

^  race 
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^  race  ofcommiflaries,  jobbers,  contraftors, 
^  clothiers,  and  remitters.  Yet  I  do  not 
deny  that,  even  with  thefe  creatures 'fo me 
management  may  be  necelFary,  I  hope, 
my  Lords,  that  nothing  I  have  faid  will 
be  underffood  to  extend  to  the  honeft^ 
induftrious  tradefman,  who  holds  the  mid- 
dle rank,  and  has  given  repeated  proofs, 
that  he.  prefers  law.  and  Jiberty  to  gold- 
I  love,  that  clafs  of  men*  Much  Ids 
woul(jl  I  be  thougiit  to  reflefl  upon  the 
fair  nicrch^nt,  whofe  liberal  commerce  is 
the  prime  fouirce.  of  national  wealth.  I 
efte^m  hi^  ocGupa^ipn,  and  refpe61  hi« 
charaSer,  ■   •  .■      . 


^  IVly  Lor/ds,  if  the  general  reprefcntation, 

*  whi^h  I  Ijave  had  the  honour  to  lay  before 
'  yog  of  thp  lituation  of  public  affairs,  has, 

*  in  ajpy  rpeafure,  engaged  your  attention ; 
^  your  Lordfhips,  I  am  fure,  will  agree  with 

*  me,  that .  the  feafon  calls  for  more  than 
^  comF)a.Q)i:  prudence    and   .vigour  in    the 

*  dire6ljoi),;of  our  Councils.  The  diffir 
^  culty  of.  the  crifis  demands  a  wife,  a 
^  firm  and  a  popular  adminiflration.  The 
^  (Jifhopoujaible  tr^iffic  of  places  has  engaged 

•  us 
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xxxix.    '  "^  *^^  '^'^S*  Upon  this  fubjeft,  my  Lords, 

*  I  fpeak  without  intereft  or  enmity.    I  have 

*  no  perfonal  objeftion  to  any  of  the  King's 

*  fervants.     I  (hall  never  be  Minifter ;  cer- 

*  tainly  not  without  full  power  to  cut  away 

*  ail  the  rotten  branches  of  Government* 

*  Yet,  unconcerned  as  I  truly  am  for  my-? 

*  felfi  I  cannot  avoid  feeing  fome  capital 
^  errors  in  the  diftribution  of  the  royal 
'■  favour.     There  are  men,  my  Lords,  who, 

*  if  their  own  fervices  were  forgotten,  ought 
^  to  havfc    an   hereditary  merit  with    the 

*  Houfc  of  Hanover ;  whofe  aneeflors  ftood 

*  forth  in  the  day  of  trouble,  oppofed  their 

*  perfons  and  fortunes  to  treachery  /and 
^  rebellion,  and  fecured  to  his  Majefty  s 
'  family  this  fplendid  power  of  rewarding. 

*  There  are  other  men,  my  Lords,  flocking 
'  Jlcrnly  at  Lord  Mansfield)  who,  to  fpeak 
^  tenderly  of  them,  were  not  quite  fo  for-^ 
f  ward  in  the  demonftrations  of  their  zeal 
f  to  the  reigning  family  ;  there  was  another 

*  caufe,  my  Lords,  and  a  partiality  to  it, 
^  which  fome  perfons  had  not,  at  all  times, 

*  difcretion  enough  to  conceal.    I  know  I 

*  fhall  be  accufed  of  attempting  to  revive 
^  diftinftioiis.     My  Lords,  if  it  were  poffi* 

^ble. 
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*  ble,  I  would   abolifh  all  diftinalons.     I  S«af. 

*  would  not  wifti  the  favours  of  the  Crown   •— v-^ 

*  to  flow  invariable  in  one  channel.  But 
'  there  are  fome  diftinftions,  which  are  in- 
^  herent  in  the  nature  of  things.  There  is 
'  a  diftinflion  between  right  and  wrong,— 

*  between  Whig  apd  Tory. 

•  When  I  fpeak  of  an  adminiftration,  fuch 

*  as  the  neceffity  of  the  feafon  calls  for,  my 

*  views  are  large  and  qomprehenfive. — It 
'  muft  be  popular,,  that  it  may  begin  with 
'  reputation. — It    muft    be    ftrohg   within 

*  it2%lf,  that  it  may  proceed  with  vigour  and 

*  decifion.  An  adnjiniftration,  formed  uponi 

*  an  exclufive  fyftem  of  family  connexions^ 

*  or  private  friendfliips,  cannot,  I  am  con- 

*  vinced,  be  long  fupported  in  this  country* 

*  Yet,  my  Lords,  no  man  refpe6ls,  or  values 

*  more  than  I  do,  that  honourable  connec- 

*  tion,  which  arifes  from    a   difmterefted 

*  concurrencfe  in  opinion  upon  public  mea- 

*  fures,  or  from  the  facred  bond  of  private 

*  friehdfliip  and  efteem.    What  I  mean  is^ . 

*  that  no  fingle  man's  private  friendfliips,  or 

*  connexions,  however  extenfive,  are  fuffici- 
'  entofthemfelves,  either  to  form  or  overturn 

^  an 
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XXXIX.  '  ^^  adminiftration. — With  refpeft  to  the 
'"'^rj^   '  miniflry  I  believe,  they  have  fewer  rivals 

*  than  they  imagine.     No  prudent  man  will 
'  covet  a  fituation  fo  befet  with  difficulty 

*  and  danger. 

*  I  (hall  trouble  your  J^ordlhips  with  but 

*  a  few  wolrds  more.     His  Majefty  tells  us 
^  in  his  fpeech,  that  he  will  call  upon  us 

*  for  our  advice,  if  it  fhould  be  neceflary  in 

*  the  farther  progrefs  of  this  affair. — It  is 

*  not  eafy  to  fay  whether  or  no  the  miniftry 

*  are  ferious  in  this  declaration  ;   faor  what 

*  is  meant  by    the  progrefs  of  an .  affair, 

*  which  refts  upon  one  fixed  point.  Hitherto 

*  we   have    not  been  called  upon. — But, 

*  though  we  are  not  confulted,  it  is  our 

*  right  and  duty  as  the  King's  greats  here-^ 

*  ditary  Council  to  offer  him  our  advice. — ^ 

*  The  papers,  mentioned  in  th6  noble  Duke's 

*  motion,  will  enable  us  to  form  a/juft  and 

*  accurate  opinion  of  the  conduQ:  of  his 

*  Majefty 's    fervants,   though    not  of  the 
^  aftual  ftate  of  their  honourable  negotiati-* 

*  ons.     The  miniftry  too,  feem    tq .  want 

*  advice  upon  fome  poiots,  in  which  their 

*  own    fafety    is   immediately   concerned. 
.         *  •  *  They 
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*  They  are  now  balancing  between  a  war  xxxix! 

*  which  they  ought  to  have  forfeen,  but  for 
^  which  they  have  made  no  provifion,  and 

*  an    ignominious   comprbmife. — Let    me 
^  warn  them  of  their  danger.— If  they  ai^ 

*  forced  into  a  war,   they  ftand  it  at  the 

*  hazard  of  their  heads.    If,  by  an  ignomi- 

*  nioua  compromife,  they  (hould  'ftain  the 

*  honour  of  the   crown,  or  facrifice   thie 

*  rights  of  the  people,  let  them  look  to  their 

*  confciences,  and  confider  whether  they 

*  will  be  able  to  walk  the  ftreets  in  fafety/ 

The  motiou  was  negatived  by  the  pre- 
vious queftion. 

There  are  many  interefting  Fafts  in  the 
negotiation  concerning  Falkland's  Iflands, 
which  not  being  related  in  the' papers  laid 
before  Parliament,  nor  to  be  found  in  the 
public  accounts  of  this  tranfa^ion,  it  is 
prefumed,  they  may,  withbut  impropriety, 
be  given  in  this  place.  The  dates  of  the 
public  fafts,  the  reader  will  find  in  the  note*., 

The^ 

♦  On  the  20th  of  February,*  177^),  two  Spanifh  fn^ 
gates  arrived  at  Port  Egmont ; "  and,  in  the  name  of  the 
King  of  Spain,  ordered  all  oitr  people  to  c^'acuate  th^ 

iHand, 
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xxxix.      The  negotiation  began  on  the  12th  day 
••^JP*  of  September,  177O4    On  that  day  the  Bri- 

tifh 

Hland.  But  Cs^Uin  Hunt»  who  ^as  thd  Englifli  com- 
manding officisr  there,  refufed  to  obey;  upon  which^ 
the  Spaniards  took  pdflef&on  df  the  iiland  in  the  name 
df  his  Catholic  Majefty,  and  gave  the  Engliih  notice,  im 
form,  to  quit  the  lame  in  ftX  months* 

On  the  6th  of  March^  Captain  Hunt  failed  for  £ng« 
land,  leaving  Captain  Fermor  at  Falkland's  Ifland^  He 
thought  it  the  moft  advifable  to  bring  intelligence  of 
the  above  tranfa&ion  to  the  Mini  (try  at  home;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  leave  a  force  at  the  iiland,  to  watch  the 
inotions  of  the  Spaniards. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  i^yb,  Captaiii  Hiint  aimved 
at  Plymouth,  and  immediately  fct  out  for  London,  and 
acquainted  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  with  every  par- 
ticular at  Falkland's  Iflands.  The  King  having  ex- 
]>re(red  a  defire  to  fee  his  journal,  it  was  carried  to 
his  Majefty  by  Sir  Edward  Hawke.  Some  aecouht  of 
this  aifair  having  got  into  the  public  prints,  the-  Minif- 
try  immediately  contradicted  it  in  the  (Irongeft  terms. 
Their  writers  afferted,  that  the  Spatixfh  frigates  touched 
at  Port-Egmont  only  to  get  frcih  \(ratjer;  thatt  the  Offi- 
cers  did  tiot  even  go  afhore,  &c.  (See  all  the  Londod 
ncwfpapers  of  June  9,  1776.)  In  about  fix  weeks  s^het 
the  arHval  of  Captain  Hunt^  Prince  Mafferanoj  thd 
i&panifli  Minider  in  Londbn,  acquainted  Loixl  Wey^ 
taouth,  in  a  c6nferenice,  that  by  that  time  the  forces 
bt  his  Catholic  Majefty  were  certainly  in  pofiei&on  of 
Falkland's  Iflands.  £till  ho^nOtice  was  taken. 
-  The  affair  was  kept  fecrct  until  the  gth  of  Septem« 
ler,  when  advice  arrived    frmn  Spaing  that  Falkland's 

Iflands 
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tifli  Miniftry  fent  their  firft  memorial   to  xxxix^\ 
the  Court  of  Madrid.     The  Spanifli  Minif-     1779/ 
ter  gave  a  (hort  anfwer,  that  as  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  had  no  Minifter  at  Ma- 
drid, the  King  of  Spain  would  fend  his  an- 

lilands  were  a£iually  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  Hie 
fame  courier  brought  advice  of  the  galleons  being  arri- 
ved at  Cadiz. 

On  the,  13th  of  September,  the  Admimlty  ordered 
fixteen  guardfhips  to  be  got  ready.  This  was  the  firft 
alarm.  The  ftocks  fell  confiderably.  More  guard? 
fhips  were  ordered,  and  prefs- warrants  were  iffued, 
A  few  knew  the  caufe,  but  the  public  were  kept  igno- 
.rant.  Lord  Holland,  Lord  Hertford,  and  feveral  other 
minifterial  lords,  and  their  friends,  fold  large  fums 
out  of  the  funds.  The  Duke  qf  Bddford's  party  were 
for  preferving  the  peace  at  i^ny  rate;  and  Lord  Roch- 
ford  being  of  a  different  opinion,  they  tried  to  remove 
him.     The  King  refufed  to  comply  with  their  wifhes. 

A  bon  mot  at  this  time  deferves  to  be  noted.  Lord 
Hertford  afked  Lord  Rochford,  at  Court,  WeUy  my. 
Lord^  what  news — peace  or  war  ^  Lord  RocHford  an- 
fwered,  They  are  at /eventy-nine,  feveri'dghthsy  my  Lord» 

^During  the  negotiatior^  be f ween  Mr»  Pitt  and  Mr,,  Bujfy^ 
in  the  year  1761,  it  was ,  difcovcredy  that  ikfr,  S  >  ■,  ^nt 
of  the  clerks  in  the  Secretary  of  Stc^te'f  ofice^  gambled  in' 
the  public  funds  f  upon  which  he  was  inftantly  dif charged,"] 

On  the  2 2d  of  September,  the  Favourite  frigate, 
Captain  Fermor,  arrived  at  Portfmouth,  from  Falk- 
land's Iflands,  with  the  remainder  of  our  people ;  the 
Spaniards  having  taken  poiredion  of  the  Iflands  on  th« 
a4th  of  June,  1770,  with  a  fupcrior  force. 

VOL,  II,  V    '  fwer 
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^xxix.  w^s  agreed  to. .  Whatever  happened  be« 
tween  the  fifteenth  and  the  twenty-firft,  ta 
occafion  this  change  of  opinion  in  the  ma-f 
jority  of  the  Cabinet,  is  pot  exaftly  known; 
but  it  was  faid,  that  Prince  Masserano. 
had  fent  a  letter  to  Lord  Roc h ford,  writ-r 
ten  in  fpph  ftrong  terra?,  as  to  induce  his; 
Lordfhip  \o  menace  the  Cabinet  with  ano-; 
ther  refignatiqn,  if  the  pToppfition  was;  not 
agreed  tp. 

On  the  twenty Tfecond,  the  counter-negQK 
tiation  of  the  efficient  Council^  began  tQ 
emerge  from  its  dark  chamber.  The  con-» 
fidcntial  Minifter  of  the  clofet,  held  a  con-* 
ference  with  M.  Francois,  Secretary  tQ 
tTie  EmbafFy  of  France  at  the  Court  of 
]p.ondon,  upon  the  fubje£l  of  terms  of  ac^ 
Comraodatipn  with  Spain.  This  fecret  ne-^ 
gotiatipn  was  unknown  to  the  French  Mi-^ 
pifter,  M.  le  Due  de  Choiseul  ;  who'  had 
entered  fully  into  the  defigns  of  Spain,  and 
had  firmly  rpfolved  to  fupport  that  power 
in  her  intended  war  with  Great  Britain,' 
At  this  time,  there  was  a  ftrong  party  in 
the  French  Court  againft  CnoiSEiiL,  cont 
filing  of  Madame  Barre^  the  Princes  of 
'        '  the 
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Inb  Blood,  the  Prince  deSouBlZE,  knd  of  xxxix! 
bther  great  perfons ;  who  had^  for  feveral 
months  paft>  ^nxibufly  and  eagerly  Wifhed 
to  procure  the  difmiffioh  of  the  Mitiifter ; 
but  hitherto  he  had  maintained  his  intereft 
vith  the  King;;  nbtwithftanding  all  their  ef- 
forts againft  him^  The  King  was  how  ad- 
vanced beyond  the  elirnafleric  of  lifei  and 
iaffe6lionately  attached  to  the  feafoti  of 
jjpeace;  bedaufe  it  afforded  him  more  op^ 
jportunity  to  indulge  in  his  favourite  plea- 
fuTts,  thati  the  period  of  wah  For  this 
i^afoh  M;  CHOtiSEuL  had  nOt  acquainted 
the  King  with  his  defign  of  cd-Operatirig 
with  Spain ;  by  which  he  had  flattered  him-i 
felf,  that  he  fliduld  obliterate  the  difgracei 
of  the  late  war.  The  defign  was  difcoveredi 
Or  rather  made  known  to  Madame  BarRe  ; 
Who  immediately  prejudiced  the  King  fo 
ftrongly  againft  the  ptojeft  of  his  Minifterj 
that  he  yielded  to  her  impbrtiinities  ;  and 
aifmifled  hiin  from  all  his  employments*; 

Andi 

•  At  tHc  crid  o^  tHc  year  1776,  Lrfrd  HAwitfi  (Juittcd 
khe  Admiralty,  The  fellowihg  paper;  Which  is  taken 
from  the  public  prints  of  that  time;  feems  to  explain  thii 
itfignfttsoo,  tad  fdme  other  cjrcumftances  i 

t3 
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.  XXXIX.  -^d,  at  the  fame  time,  cjciled  Iiim  to  Chan- 
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teloux. — Several  Englifli,  as  well  as  French 

gentlemen, 

January  \l,  1771. 
**  If  Sir  Edward  Hawke  had  followed  the  advice 
and  example  of  hU  friends,  he  would  not  haVc  beca  re- 
duced to  the  difhonourable  neceflity  of  quitting  the  direc- 
tion of  "the  Englifh  navy,  at  the  very  moment  it  is  going 
to  be  employed  againil  the.  foreign  enemies  of  ^England. 
'  To  be  left  in  employment,  after  Chatham  and  Granby  had 
retired ; — to  continue  in  it,  in  company  with  Gower  and 
.  Hillfborough  ; — are  circum (lances  too  difgraceful  to  admit 
of  aggravation.  It  is  natural  to  fympathife  in  the  diftrefTea 
of  a  brave  man,  and  to  lament  that  a  noble  eflate  of  repu- 
tation fhould  be  fquandered  away  in  debts  of  difhonour 
Contra6led  amongfl  {harpers, 

**  His  Majefty,  Gpd  blefs  him,  has  now  got  rid  of 
every  man,  whofe  former  fervices,  or  prefent  fcruplcs, 
could  be  fuppofed  ,to  give  offence  to  her  Royal  Higknefs  the 
Prinufs  Dowager  of  Wales.  Her  Royal  Highncfs's  fcheme 
of  Government,  formed  long  before  her  huiband's  death, 
is  now  accomplifbed.  She  has  fucceeded  in  difuniting 
every  party,  aqd  diffolving  every  connexion  ;  and,  by 
the  mere  influence  of  the  Crown,  has  formed  an  Admi- 
ni  drat  ion,  fifich  as  it  isy  out  of  the  refufe  of  them  all* 
There  .are  two  leading  principles  in  the  politics  of  St. 
James's,  which  will  account  for  almoft  every  meafure  of 
Government  fince  the  King's  acceffion.  The  firft  is,  that 
the  prerogative  is  fufficieht  to  make  a  la<;key  Prime  Mi- 
nifter,  and  to  maintain  him  in  that  poft,  without  any  re- 
gard ^to  the  Welfare  or  to  the  opinion  of  the  people.-*^ 
The  fecond  is,  that  none  but  perfonsinfignificant  in  theiix- 
'  felves 
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gentletnerti  and  perfons  of  high  rank,  vi-  \^^^^' 
fited  him  in  his  exik;     He  was  the  firft 

exiled 

felves,  br  of  tslitited  feputltion^  fhbuld  b^  brbugtit  into 
employtnent; .  Men  of  greater  confequences  and  abilities, 
will  have  opinions  of  their. own^  and  will  not  fubmit  to 
the  mciddling,  unnatural  ambition  of  a  mother,  -who 
grafps  at  unlimited  power,  at  the  hazard  of  her  ^on's  de- 
AruSion*  They  will  not  fuffer  meafures  of  public  utility^ 
which  have  been  refolved  upon  in  Council,  to  be  checked 
and  controuled  by  a  fecret  influence  in  the  clofet^  Such 
men  confequently  will  never  be  called  upon,  but  in  cafes 
of  extreme  ncceflity.  When  that  ceafes,  they  find  their 
places  no  longer^  tenable «  To  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  aii 
ambitious  woms^n,  an  Adminiftration  muft  be  formed  of 
more  pliant  materials  y  of  men^  who,  having  no  connec- 
tion with  each  other,  no  perfonal  interefl,  no  weight  or 
confideration  with  the  people,  may  Separately  depend , 
upon  the  fmiles  of  the  Crown  alone,  for  their  advance- 
inent  to  high  offices,,  and  for  their  continuance  in  them* 
If  fuch  men  refift  the  Princefs  Dowager's  pleafure,  his 
Majefly  knows  that  he  may  difmifsithem  without  rifquing 
any  thing  from  their  refentment.  His  wifdom  fuggefls  to 
him,  that  if  he  were  to  chufe  his  Miniflers  for  any  of 
thofe  qualities,  which  might  entitle  thorn  to  public  ef- 
teem,  the  nation  might  ttke  part  with  them,  and  refent 
their  difmilFionk  As  it  is,  whenever  he  changes  his  fer-^ 
Vants^  he  is  fure  to  have  the  people^  in  that  inilapce,  oa 
his  fide* 

«  The  Priticfcfs  Dowstget  having  ndw  carried  tier  plan 
of  Adminiftration  into  cfFeftj  it  is  not  to  be.  wondered 
that  Ihe  fliould  be  very  unwilling  to  expofe  herfelf,  and 
her  fchcmcs,  to  the  uncertain  events  of  a  foreign  war. 

She 

Y  4 
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'  XXXIX.  ^^^  principal  objeft  was,  to  anhihilate  tlief 


^,_  Public  Credit  of  Great  Britain,  which  he 
conceived  the  deftruftion  of  the  Bank  in 
London,  would  perfeftly  accomplifli.  It 
muft  be  owned  the  fcheme  is  feafible,  and, 
perhaps  not  imprafticable.  Theite  are  al- 
ways  veflels  enough  at  Calais  and  Dunkirk 
for  fuch  an  expedition ;  and  the  vicinity  of 
the  garrifoned  towns  facilitates  the  affem- 
bling  of  an  army,  without  creating  an 
alarm.  The  anecdote  may  ferve  to  put  fu- 
ture Minifters  on  their  guard  ;  for,  at  that 
time,  we  had  no  force  in  any  fituatiqn,  to 
impede  the  operation,  had  it  been  attempt- 
ed. 

On  the  twenty.feventh  day  of  December, 
1770,  the  King  of  Spain  held  a  grand 
Council ;  the  refult  of  which  was,  nothing 
more  than  a  repetition,  in  different  words, 
of  the  ultimatum  which  Lord  Wevm Quth 
had  rejefted.  This  refult  was  fent  to  Parisi 
to  be  firft  communicated  to  M,  de  Ch  o  1  se  u  l, 
and  then  be  forwarded  to  London ;  but  that 
Minifter  being  difniiffed,  the  difpatches  came 
'  into  the  King's  own  hands,  on  the  fecond 
day  of  January  1771.     The  King  read,  and 

retained 
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retained  the  dilpatches ;   and  immedis^tely  xxxixL 
fent  advice  to  the  Catholic  King,,  that  he  ^'^J^ 
had  been  totally  ignorant  of  the  correfpon- 
dence,  and  defign  of  his  Minifter ;  and  that 
he  was  refolved  not  to  enter  into  the  war: 
at  the  fame  time,  offering  his  mediation  in 
the  prefervation  of  peace.     The  Catholic 
King  in  his  anfwer,  put  himfelf  entirely  into 
the  poffeffion  of  the  King  of  France — he 
laid  no  reftraint  on  his  brother  King,  *^  but 
•*  to  preferve  his  honour" — he  referred  the 
whole   case  to  him.     Information  of  all 
thefe  circumftances  was  regularly  fent  to 
M.  Francois  at  London,   He,  and  not  the 
Ambaffador,  was  made  the  Confidant.  But, 
in  confequence  of  the  Catholic  King's  re- 
ference to  the  King  of  France,  full  powers 
to  treat,  were  fent  to  the  Count  de  Guines 
the  French  Minifter  at  London,  with  an 
affurance,  that  further  powers  would  be  fent 
to  Prince  Masserano.     Thefe  difpatches 
arrived  in  London  on  the  fourteenth  day 
of  January  1771.     The   Spanifh  Ambaf- 
fador, however,  refufed  to  concur  in  any 
negotiation,  declaring  his  reafon  to  be,  that 
as  Mr.  Harris  was  recalled,  he  cojild  not 
negotiate  upon  any  terms,  expefting  that 

his 
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5x3«x   h^^  ^^^  recall  would  be  the  imiptediat^ 


1770. 


confequence.  Five  meffengers  were  then 
fent  to  Mr.  Harris,  by  different  ways^  to 
order  him  back  to  Madrid** 

While  Lord  RoCHFORb  Was  iiegotiating 
vith  Prince  Mass£Rano5  Mn  Stuart 
Mackenzie  was  negotiating  with  Monf; 
Francois*    At  length,  about  aft  hour  be- 

♦  This  explains  Lord  Roc  HFbRD's  letter  to  Mr.  Harris  J 
WhiCth  otherwife  appears  inexplidable^ 

8u  jfames^s^  January  tSy  1771; 
'       S  I  R^ 

Th£  King  having  teafon,  from  the  information  he 
}ia$  received)  to  believe  that  Prince  de  MAsserano  ha< 
Orders  tt>  make  fi-efli  propodtions  of  fatisfa£lion  for  the 
injury  done  tb  his  Majefty  at  Falkland's  iHands,  I  am  to 
Signify  to  you  his  Majefty's  pleafure,  that  you  return  td 
th6  Court  of  Madrid^  in  order  that  you  may  be  r^ady  to 
hear  any  thirtg*  which  the  Minifters  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty may  have  in  charge  to  fay  to  you^  on  the  fame  fub- 
jeftj  and  to  carry  on  the  ufual  intercourfe  between  the 
two  Courts,  in  cafe  the  above-mentioned  prdpofitions 
ihould  prove  fatisfaf^ory^  and  ds  in  the  prefcnt  circumftancci 
ymr  appearance  at  Madrid  is  ittty  inattrial^  it  is  his  Majcjty^i 
pUafurc^  that  you  Jhould  not  loft  any  time  in  your  journey  ^  on 
tccount  of  private  affairs  or  inconvenience:  atnd  that  you 
'Ihould  remain  there  till  his  Majefty  fhall  think  proper  to 
til  your  place  by  a  Minifter  of  higher  charafter. 

I  am,  &c.  ROCHFORD; 
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fore  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  on  the  xxxix* 
twenty-fecond  of  January  1771,  a  decla-  ^"^^^ 
ration  was  figned  by  the  Spanifh  Ambaf-. 
fador,  under  French  orders  and  a  French 
indemnification,  for  the  reftitution  of  Falk* 
land's  Iflands  to  his  Britannic  Majefty ;  but 
the  important  condition,  upon  which  this 
declaration  was  obtained,  was  not  men-^ 
tioned  in  the  declaration,  Thjs  condition 
was.  That  the  Britifh  forces  fhoul4  evacuate 
Falkland's  Iflands  as  foon  as  copvenient 
after  they  were  put  in  pofTeflion  of  fort 
and  Fort  Egmont.  And  the  Britifti  Mi- 
niftry  engaged,  as  a  pledge  of  their  finr.  ^ 
cerity  to  keep  that  promife,  that  they  woul4 
be  the  firft  tp  difarm*. 

Twadays  after  the  Spanifti  Ancibaflador' 
had  figned  the  declaration^  he  received  or- 
ders of  Recall ;  but  his  fate  was  like  that  of 

•  Thefc  fafts  arc  confirmed  by  Count  de  Guikrs,  in 
{lis  memorial  againfl  Meflieurs  Tort,  Roger  and  De« 
fELCH,  who  had  charged  him  with  gambling  in  the  £ng« 
lifh  funds. 

Colonel  3arrs  declared  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  Monfieur  Francois  realized  upwards  of  half  a  mil* 
Uon  fterling,  by  gambling  in  the  £n^Ufb  funds,  during  th« 
pef ipd  of  this  x^egotiation, 

'""  ^    "  'Mr.- 


33^  ANECDOTES  AND  SPEECHES 

xxxixl  Mr.  Harris,  in  a  (hort  time  afterwards  he 
received  orders  to  remain. 
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During  the  month  of  February  177I5  the 
Spanifh  Minifter  at  Madrid,  hinted  to  Mr. 
Harris,  the  intention  of  the  Spanifli  Court, 
to  require  of  the  Britifti  Miniftry,  a  per- 
fcElion  of  engagements^  as  they  were  mutually 
underjlood.    Mr.  Harris's  difpatch,  con- 
taining this  hint,  was  received  by  the  Mi- 
niftry on.  the  fourth  of  March.    Three  days 
afterwards,   a   Spanifti  meffenger  arrived, 
with  orders  to  Prince  Masse  rang,  to  make 
a  pofitive  demand  of  the  cefFion  of  Falk- 
land's Iflands,  to  the  King  of  Spain.     The 
Spanifli  Ambaffadpr  firft  communicated  his 
information  of  thefe  orders  to  the  French 
Ambaflador,  with  a  view  of  knowing  if  he 
would  concur  with  him*  in  making  the  de- 
mand.    On  the  fourteenth  they  held  a  con-, 
ference  with  Lord  Rochford  on  the  fub- 
je6l.     His  Lordfhip's  anfwer  was  confonant 
to  the  fpirit  he  had  uniformly  fhewn.    In 
confequence  of  this  anfwer,  meffengers  were 
fent  to  Paris  and  Madrid.     The  reply  from 
France  was  civil,  but  mentioned  the  Family 
Cojnpaftf    The  anfwer  from  Spain  did  not 

reach 
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reach  London  until  the  twentieth  of  ApriL  xxxix. 
T— In  the  mean  time,  the  Minifters  held  fe- 
yeral  conference*  with  Mr.  Stuart  Mac- 
ken  ziE—^The  refult  of  the  whole  was,  the 
Englifh  fet  the  example  to  difarm ;  and 
Falkland's  Iflands  were  totally  evacuated 
and  abandoned  in  a  (hort  time  afterwards ; 
and  have  ever  finee  been  in  the  poffeffion 
of  the  Spaniards.— ^The  Britifli  armament 
coft  the  nation  between  three  and  four  mil- 
lions of  money,  befides  the  expence  and 
^pcpnvenieoce  to  individuals, 

It  is  impoffible  to  quit  this  fubjefl,  with* 
out  offering  an  obfervation  upon  the  fyftem 
of  maintaining  a  Double  Cabinet  at  this 
time  in  the  Britifh  Court;  equally  notorious^ 
ynconftitutional^  difgraceful,  and  injurious, 
as  well  to  the  honour  of  the  Crown,  a$  tQ 
the  iijtereft  of  the  countryt 

No  perfon  will  hefitate  to  fay,  that  one 
of  thefe  cabinets  was  always  und^r  ^^  parti-* 
cular  injluence.  The  whole  feries  of  this 
chapter,  as  well  as  the  long  note  in  it,  con- 
cerning the  refignation  of  Lord  Hawke, 
^nd    the   fubfequent    e^cplariation    of   the 

CourU 
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Court'SyJlem  in  the  fame  notes,  indifputably 
announce,  that  there  was  eftablifhed  in  the 
Britifh  Court,  a  fyftem  of  government,  that 
can  be  explained  only  by  the  mafter-key 
oi  fecret  irifluence.  And  when  we  look 
over  the  names  of  thofe,  who  have  rifen, 
in  a  few  years,  from  (ituations  of  indigence 
to  thofe  of  affluence  and  the  peerage,  (the 
commis  of  Lord  Bute  for  example,  as  well 
as  others^  we  are  not  to  wonder  at  circum- 
ftances,  which,  prima  facias^  are  inexplica- 
ble ;  witho\it  the  recolleftion  of  collateral 
events.  Lord  Bute  gave  upwards  of  one 
hundred  thoufands  for  his  eftate  in  Bed- 
fordfliire,  very  foon  after  the  peace  of 
1763.  See  the  extra6l  from  the  effays  of 
Anti'Sejanus,  in  a  note  in  chapter  xxii.  A 
defcription  more  explicit  would  be  called  a 
libel.  To  this  bow-ftring  the  trutl^  of  hif- 
^ory  is  often  facrificed, 


CHAP. 


•/  THE  ZARX  OF  CHATHAIC  .ftt 


,      CHAP.    XL. 

LORD  CHATHAM  RENEWS  THE  DISCUS- 
SION OF  THE  MIDDLESEX  ELECTION- 
ATTACKS  LORD  Mansfield's  doc- 
trine OF  LIBELS-^TNTERRUPTION  OF 
THE  DUKE  OF  MANCHESTER — ^VIOLENT 
DISTURBANCE  MADE  BY  THE  COURl* 
f  ARTY THE  MINORITY  SECEDE— MO- 
TION    RESPECTING     GIBRALTAR — THE 

SPANISH     DECLARATION QUESTIONS 

INTENDED  FOR  THE  JUDGES— MOTION 
TO  RESCIND  THE  RESOLUTION  CON- 
CERNING   THE    MIDDLESEX    ELECTION 

— LORD  Chatham's  motion  to  ad- 
dress  THE  KING  TO  DISSOLVE  l^H^ 
PARLIAMENT. 

/^N  the  28th  of  Nov.  1770,  Lord  Chat-   ^"l.^* 

^^  HAM  moved,    "  That  the  capacity  to 

be  chofen  a  reprefentative  of  the  Commons 

in  Parhament,   being  under  known  reftric-  Loidchtu 

lions  and  limitations  of  law,  an  original  in-  n«^^«i»>« 

,  '  O  ■  ^  difcuffiou 

herent  right  of  the  fubjcft,  may  be  cogniz-  Jl^^J?*^***** 
able  by  law,   and  is  a  matter  wherein  the  ^i«^i«>» 
VOL.  II.  z  jurifdiftioa 
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^5l/*  j^^i^diftion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
(though  unappealable  as  to  the  /eat  of  their 
member)  is  riot  final  or  conclufive."  *  His 
Lordfhip  was  very  difpaffionate,  clear,  and 

*  ftrong ;  enlarging  on  all  tlje  points  of  the 
f  Middlefex  eleftion.     He  urged  the  ne- 

*  ceffity  of  diflblving  the  Parliament,  as  a 

*  meafure  that  would  give  nniverfal  fatis- 
*^  faftipn.     That  as  to  the  impropriety  of 

*  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  qiigtrrelling 
^  it  would  be  of  no  worfe  confequence  than 
^.  in  1704,  and  it  is  a  point  that  ought  to  be 
«  fettled :  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  the 
^  right  of  eleftion,  were  invaded  by  an  ar- 

*  bitrary  vote  of  the  other  Houfe,  which, 

*  though  only  one  branch  of  the  legiflature, 

*  had  affumed  the  power  of  the  whole. 
^  The  people  neither  had,-  nor  could  have 
^  any  confidence  in  a  Houfe  of  Commons 

*  which  hadconjmitted  fo  flagrant  a  violation 
^  of  their  deareft  right.    The  prefeht  Houfe 

*  of  Commons  were  become  odious  in  the  eye 
f  of  the  prefent  age,  and  their  memory  would 
^  be  detefted  by  pofterity.  Their  having  fub-- 
^  ftituted  CoL  Luttrell  for  Mr.  Wilkes, 
^  he  inljfted,  demanded  the  fevereft  punifh^ 
^  ment--^required  a  difIpIution»      * 

^  Towards, 
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*'  T.o.wards.the  end  ojthisfpeechhemade.  ^fiJA 

*  a  digreffipn,  to  introjiuce  another  griev^  ^77^ 
^  ance,  which,  he  faid^  he  was  informed  Ke  at  ^ick. 
'  prevailed  in  the  courts  of  law,  refpefting.  fi-ia'v^^^^^ 

.^  juries  in  the  cafe  of  libels,  and  thpjudg-  Libci«! 

*  rneat  of  the  Court  which  followed.     He. 

*  conceived  the  direflign  of  the  Judj^e,  not 

*  formerly,  but  lat^Iyi  given  to  juries,  to  be, 

*  dangeroji^.^od  unconftitution?.l   and  the. 

*  judgmejit  of  the  C0urt,.in  rn^ny  gjafes,  to, 

*  h^veb^f  pi  cruel  and  vii?di6tive.  The.mat- 
'  ter  of  libel — pf  public  libel— was  generally, 
<  ^pol^kcalv^^tt^Tl  and thequeftion, whether 

*  apaperwasalibelornpt,wasnptaqueftion 

*  of  law,  but  a  queftion  of  politics,  in  which,  . 

*  Miniders  indulged  their  pallion  of  revenge^^ 
^  and  the  courts  of  law  became  their  inftru- 
^  ments  of  gratification.    See  Appendix  S. 

Lord  Mansrield,  after  many  compli- 
ments to  \uOxdi  Chatham,  maintained  his 
dofcirine  rpfpeftihg  libels. 

Lord  Chatham  replied,  *  that  if  he  con;, 
f  ceived  the  noble  Lord  on  the  wo^lfack  ^ 

*  right,  his  doftrine  was,  "  That  a  libel,  or 
**  not  a  hbel,  was  a  matter  of  law,  and  was 

z  2  *'  to 
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^xL^'*  "  *^  b^  decided  by  the  Bench;  and  the 
^"'^^  f'  queftion  to  be  left  to  the  jury  to  deter-r 
"  mine,  was  only  the  fa6l  of  printing  and 
"  publiftiing:"  to  which  Lord  Mansfield 
affepted.  His  Lordfhip  then  expreffed  his 
aftonifhrpept,  declaring,  *  that  he  iiad  never 

*  underftood  that  to  be  the  law  of  England, 
f  and  expreffed  his  wifh,  "  that  a  day  might 

*  be  appointed  for  an  enquiry  into  thecon* 
f  du£l  *'  of  the  Judges  who  had  advanced 
"  fuch  a  doftrin?/^  f  K[is  Lordfhip  pbferved, 

*  that  in  a  l^te  cafe,  if  '^yas  declared  from 

*  the  Bench,  that  if  the  yerdift,  inftead  of 

*  guilty  of  printing  and  publifliing  only,  had 

*  been  guilty  of  printing  and  jpublifhing 
'  without  the  word  only,  the  officer  of  the 
,f  court  would  have  entered  it  on  the  record 
'  guilty.' 

Lord  Chatham's  obfervations  on  the 
courts  of  law,  refpefting  libels,  occafioned 
Lord  Mansfield  to  move,  that  the  Hpufe 
might  be  fummoned  on  Monday  the  i  ith  of 
pecember.  It  wa?  ui^iverfally  fuppofed  that 
Lord  Mansfie;.d  was  refolye^  to  enter 
fully  into  the  fubje6l  on  that  day;  but  when 
the  tiuie  arrived.  Lord  Mansfield  only 
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told  their  Lordfliips  that  be^ had  left  a  paper  *^xl^ 
with  the  clerk  for  their  perufal.  This  ^"^JJ^ 
brought  up 

^  Lord  Chatham^    who  faid^  that  the 

*  verdift  of  the  jury^  in  the  cafe  to  which 

*  the  paper  alluded,  was  "  guilty  of  printing 
"and  publiftiing  only;"  that  two  motions 

*  had  been  made  in  the  Court  upon  this 

*  verdift;  one,  in  arreft  of  judgment,  by  the 
'  defendant,  grounded  upon  the  ambiguity 
'  of  the  verdifil — the  other  by  the  counfel 

*  of  the  crown,  to  enter  up  the  verdift 
'  according  to  the  legal  imports  Oii  both 
^  motions  a  rule  to  fhew  caufe  was  granted, 
'  and  in  a  (hort  time  after  the  matter  wa^ 
^  argued  before  the  Court*  The  noble 
'  Judge,  when  he  delivered  the  opinion  of 
'.  the  Court  upon  the  verdift,  went  regularly 

*  through  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  at 
'  Nifi  Prius,  as  well  the  evidence  that  had 

*  been  given  as  his  own  charge  to  the  jury* 

*  This  proceeding  would  have  been  very 
'  proper,  had  a  motion  been  made  from 

*  either  fide  for  a  new  trial;  becaufe  either 

*  a  verdift  given  contrary  to  evidence,  or  an 
^improper   charge  by  the  Judge*  at  Niji 

23  '  Prius^ 
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^5^P-  €  Pritis,  is  held  to  be  a  fufficient  ground  for 

^r^''^   *  granting  a  new  trial :  but  when  a  motion 

^  is  made  inarreft  of  judgment,  or  foreftab- 

*  lifliing  the  verdift  by  entering  it  up  accord- 

*  ing  to  the  legal  import  of  the  'words,  it 

*  muft  be  on  the  ground  of  fomething  ap- 

*  pearing  on  the  record;   and  the  Court,  in 

*  confidering  whether  the  verdi6l  {hall  be 

*  eftablifhed  or  no)t,  are  fo  confined  to  the 
^  record,  that  they  cannot  take  notice  of  any 

*  thing  that  does  not  appear  on  the  face  of 
^  it;  to  make  ufe  of  the  legal  phrafe,  they 
^  cannot  travel  out  of  the  record.    The  noble 

*  Jud^e  did  travel  out  of  the  record,  I 
^  ^ffiriii,  therefore,  that  his  conduft  was 

*  IRREGULAR,  EXTRAJUDICIAL,   and  UN- 

^  PRECEDENTED;  and  I  am  fure  there  is 
^  not  a  lawyer  in  England  that  will  contra- 
V  di6l  me,  His  real  niotive  for  doing  what 
^  he  knew  to  be  wrong,  was,  that  he  might 

*  have  an  opportunity  of  telling  the  public 
^  extrajudicially^  that  the  other  three  Judges 
'  agreed  with  ^im  in  the  doQrine  bid  down 
^  in  the  charge/ 

Lord  Camden  alked,   if  Lord  Mans- 
field meant  to  have  his  paper  entered 

upon 
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Upon  the  Journals.  To  which  Lord  Mans- 
piELD  anfwered,  No/  No!  only  to  leave  it 
xjoith  the  Clerk. 


^7^0. 


After  this  bufinefs  was  oyer,  the  Duke  of  oS^o7"tEe' 
Manchester  rofe.     His  Grac^  began  with  M^ch^ftcr 
-defcribing  the  (late  of  the  nation,  and  parti- 
cularly the  ilate  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca ;     ^ 
the  former  of  which,  he  faid,  was  utterly 
defencelefs — Here  his  Grace  was  interrupted 
•by  Lord  Gower,  who  defired  that  the  Hoiife 
might  be  cleared  of  all  but  thofe  who  had  .a 
right  to  fit 'there,     Theye  was  a  ftandiqg 
order  of  the  Hoiife,  he  faid,  ithat  none  but 
JPeers  Ihould  copie  there. 

The  ftandinff  order  of  the  Hotife  was  violent 

11         Txi  r  ^r^  difturbanc* 

taen  read,  when  the  Dujce  of  Richmond  jj^d^byihe 

,  Court  part  jT 

^ot  up,  and  defended  what  the  Duke  of 
MANGHESTfEdR.  had  laid,  obferving,  that 
thoughit  was  very  true  jtny  Lord  had  a  rjght 
40  order  the  Houfe  tobe  cleared,  yet  that 
their  doing  it  no\v  would  alarm  the  people, 
who  would- immediately  fuppofe  they  were 
afraid  their  proceedings,  fhould  be  known, 
immediately  a  violqnt  outcry  arofe,  and  all 
J>ecamenoife,  clamour,  aud.confufion.  Clear 
z  4  the' 
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the  Houfe !  Clear  the  Houfe !  was  echoed 
from  fide  to  fide.  The  Lords  Denbigh 
and  Ma  r  c  hm  on  t  particularly  diftinguiftied 
themfelves  in  pufliing  out  the  Members  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  well  as  flraqgers. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  attempted  to 
fpeak,  but  his  voice  was  drowned  in  the  cla- 
mour. Lord  Chatham,  {hocked  at  the 
indecency  of  fuch  a  proceeding,  rofe,  hop- 
ing that  his  age,  his  fervices,  his  abilities, 
would  force  attention;  but  thefe  were  not 
the  charms  to  footh  that  great  affembly. 
Jlands,  voices,  legs,  were  all  employed  to 
prevent  the  noble  Lord  (whofe  feat  in  that 
Houfe  was  the  reward  of  having  faved  the 
nation)  from  being  heard  at  this  moment. 

Lord  Chatham  continued  fpeaking, 
without  being  heard,  for  fopie  time.  He 
fent  the  Duke  of  Richmond  to  the  Speaker 
(Lord  Mansfield)  to  acquaint  his  Lord- 
fhip  that  he  wanted  to  fpeak  to  the  conftruc- 
tion  of  the  {landing  Order.  But  he  could  not 
be  heard.  The  tafte  was  evidently  for  Lord 
Denbigh's  and  Lord  Marchmont's  elo- 
quence. Lord  Chatham,  at  length  wea- 
ried out  with  infult,  declared,  that  if  he  was 

not 
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not  to  have  the  privilege  of  a  Lord  of  Par-   ^^l  ^• 
liament,  and  to  be  allowed  the  exercife  of  """^^^-^ 
free  debate,  it  was  needlefs  and  idle  for  him  Minority 
to  attend  Parliament,     He  left  the  Houfe ; 
and  about    eighteen   Lords    had    dignity 
enough  to  feel  their  own  difgrace  in  the  in- 
fult  offered  to  him,  and  left  the  Houfe  to  its 
own  madnefs. 

No  fooner  were  thefe  noble  perfons  re- 
tired, than,  as  if  the  defign  of  the  Miniftry 
had  been  to  tell  the  world,  that  the  prefence 
of  thofe  noble  Lords  was  the  only  circum- 
flancc  that  prevented  their  committing  the 
moft  violent  abfurdities,  they  loft  all  difcre- 
tion,  and  infifted  on  the  Members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Cdmmons  being  turned  out.  In 
the  crowd,  fome  of  the  Members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  reprefented  that  they 
were  in  the  aft  of  their  duty,  attending  with 
a  Bill ;  they  were,  however,  forced  to  with- 
draw till  the  meffage  was  delivered,  and 
they  then  attended  their  Bill  in  a  pretty 
large  body*  They  had  no  fooner  delivered 
the  Bill,  than  the  outcry  began  again;  time 
way  not  given  them  to  fee  whether  they 
would  return  of  their  own  accord,  but  they 

were. 
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^xu  ^"  -were,  in  an  unworthy,  unprecedented  man- 
ner, literally  driven  out  of  the  Houfe. 


J779- 


Motion  r«- 

^ib^iuar        ^^^^  ^^y  (December  12)    the  Duke   of 
Manchester  made  the  motion  he  was  pre- 
vented making  the  day  before,  and   whiciv 
was,  to  defire  his  Majelly  would  be   pleafed 
to  fend  a  proper  force  to  Gibraltar,  and  the 
iflands  of  Minorca  and   Jamaica,  for  their 
neceffary  and  fufficient  defence  at  this  time. 
He  (hewed  the  naked  ftate  of  all  our  poffefli- 
ons  abroad, ,  and    our  defeneelefe  ftate  at 
home;  and  all  this  was  owing,  he  faid,  to 
*  *  the    incapacity    and    pufillanimity  of  the 
King's   Minifters,  who  were  abhorred   at 
home  and  defpifed  abroad. 

*  Lord  Chatham  confirmed  this  melan- 

*  choly  ftate  of  our  affairs ;  and  added,  that 

*  he  had  received,  intelligence   of  a  plan 

*  being  formed  to  attack  Gibraltar.^ 

Lord  Sandw^ich  faid,  there  might  be 
fuch  a  plan;  and  what  then? ^Gibraltar,  he 
faid,  was  open  to  the  fca,  and  we  could 
retake  it,  ifwepl6afed;  though,  upon  the 

whole. 
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whole,  he  did  not  think  it  was   of  much    ^^^Z* 
importance.  ^  "T^ 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

On  the  25th  day  of  January,  1771,  the  m°^-"- 
Spanifli  Ambaflador's  Declaration  concern-.  fea*r^ti^ 
ing  Falkland  Iflands  being  laid  before  Par-  °"'*'^'' 
liament,  the  Duke  of  Manchester  moved, 
that  the  papers  refpefting  the  negotiation 
be  alfq  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Lord  Roc HF CRD  moved  an  amendment, 
reftraining  the  motion  to  the  fubjeft  of 
Falkland  Iflands.  L,ord  Sandwich  moved 
another  amendment,  which,  the  Duke  olT 
Richmond  faid,  narrowed  the  motion. 
Lord  Sandwich  faid,  Ms  amendment,  in-, 
ftead  of  narrowing,  enlarged  th?  motion ; 
upon  which^ 

^  Lord  Chatham  remarked,  that  this 
^  generofify,  in  giving  more  than  was  alked^     ,,  .  , 

*  was  very  fufpicious;  that  if  Adminiftra- 
*-  tion  had  no  objeftion  to  what  was  alked, 
\  why  not  give  it  without  making  any  alte- 
'  ration  in  the  motion?    People  would  fuf- 
^  peft  that  fomething  was  meant  to  be  con- 

•  cealed.     He  f^id,  he  would  not  go  into 
^  ,the  matter  of  the  Peclaration;   but  that, 

*  upoo 


15^  AWECD(!)TES    AND  SPEECHES 

-c  HA  P.    c  yp^j^  ^1^^  f^^^  ^f  -  ^^.  j^  appeared  an  ignpmi^ 
^T^     *  nicrus  comprondfe.     It  was  no  fatisfaftion — 

•  no  reparation.    The  right  was  not  fecured, 
tf         '"and, even  the  r^/^iw^^^7^  was  incomplete; 

*  th^t  Port  Egmont  alone  was  reftored,  riot 
'  Falkland's  Iflands/ 

The  amendments  beirig  negatived,  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  moved,  That  the  let- 
ters which  paffed  between  the  Britifh  and 
,  French  Minifters  on  this  fubjedl  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe. 

•^  Lord  Ro  OH  FORD  faid  he  knew  of  none* 

Lord  CHATHAM*fupported-tlie  Duke  of 
Richmond's  motion.  *  He  faid,  their 
'  Lordfhips  ought  never  to  take  the  word 
«  of  a  minifter ;  that  the  refufing  this  motion 
'  fhewed  that  fome  tranfoBion  with  France 

*  had  paffed,  perhaps  not  papers  or  memo^ 
'  rials.  As  Lord  Rochford  faid  none 
'  had  paffed,  he  believed  him;  but  that 
'  France  had  interfered,  he  faid,  he  knew  tc>^ 

*  be  a  fa6l  that  could  not  be  denied/ 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Oa 
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CHAP. 
XL. 


1770. 


On  the  5th  day  of  February,  Lord 
Chatham  moved,  that  the  following  quef^ 
tions  be  put  to  the  Judges :  Queftiow 

^^  ift.  Whether,  in  confideration  of  law, 
the  Imperial  Crown  of  this  realm  can  hold 
any  territories,  or  poffeffions,  thereunto  be^ 
longing,  otherwife  than  in  fovereignty. 

"  2dly.  Whether  the  Declaration,  or  in- 
ftrument  for  the  reftitution  of  the  port  and 
fort  called  Egmont,  to  be  made  by  the 
Ca'tholic  King  to  his  Majefty,  under  a  refer- 
vation  of  difputed  right  of  fovereignty  ex- 
prefTed  in  the  Declaration  or  inftrument 
ftipolating  fuch  reftitution,  can  be  accepted 
or  carried  into  execution,  without  derogat- 
ing from  the  maxim  of  law  before  referred 
to,  touching  the  inherent  and  effential  dig-^ 
nity  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain/' 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

On  the  13th  day  of  February,  Lord 
Chatham  fpoke  againft  a  motion  for  an 
addrefs  to  the  King  on  Che  Convention  with 
Spain,     But  the  Editor  has  not  been  in- 

formed 


1770. 


Motion  to 
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^xL^''  formfed  that  any  notes  of  either  of  thefe 
fjpeeches  werq  taken. 

On  the  30th  day  of  April,  1771,  the  Duke 
refcinda    pf  RicJiMOND  Hiadc  a  ittotion  to  refcind 

reloiution.  . 

the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  refpefting  the 
Middlefex  E,le6lion* 

*  Lord  Chatham  fupported  this  motion 
^  in  the  ftrongefl:  and  warmeft  terms.     He 

*  entered  largely  into  the  confideration  of 
^  the  ftate  of  the  country;  the  depraved 
f  fyftem  of  government,  which  hail,  in  a 

*  vepy  few  years,  reduced  us.  from  a,  mofl 

*  flourifhing  to  a  mod  miferable  condition, 

*  He  went  through  the  whole  proceedings 
'  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  late  bu- 

*  fmefs  of  the  Printers,  and  arraigned  every 
^  part  of  it  in  the  ftrongeft  terms.  He 
^  warmly  defended  the  City  Magiftrates  in 

*  the  confcientious  difcharge  of  their  duty, 

*  that  the  Houfe,  in  committing  them  to 
^  prifon,  without  hearing  their  defence  upon 
^  the  point  of  privilege,  had  been  guilty  of 
^  a  grofs  and  palpable  aft  of  tyranny ;  that 

*  they  had  heard  the  proftituted  elediors  of 
^  Shoreham  iij  defence  of  an -agreement  to 

^fell 
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'  felt  a  borough  by  auftion,  and  had  refufed  ^^^  ^* 
^  to  hear  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  ^^v-^- 
^-   defence  of  the  laws  of  England ;  that  their 

*  expunging,  by  force,  the  entry  of  a  recog- 

*  nizance,  was  the  aft  of  ^  mab,  not  of  a 

*  Parliament;  that  their  daring  to  affume  a 

*  power  of  ftoppmg  all  profecutions  by  their 
^  vote,  ftruck  at  once  at  uhe  whole  fyffiem  of 

*  the  laws:    that  it  was  folely  to  the  mea- 

*  fures  of  government,  equaUy  violent  and 
^  abfiird,   that 'Mr/ Wilkes  owed  all  his 

*  importance;  /that  the  King's  Minifters, 
^  fupported  by  the  flajvifh  concurrence  of 
'  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  had  made  him  a 
^  perfon  of  the  greateft  confequence  in  the 
^  kingdom;    that  they  had  made  him  an 

*  Alderman  of  the  city  of  London,  and 
^  Reprefentative  of  the  county  of  Middle- 
^  fex ;'  and  now  they  will  make  him  Sheriff, 
^  and,  in  due  courfe.  Lord  Mayor  of  Lon- 
^  don ;  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe 
^  of  Commons,  in  regard  to  this  gentleman 
^  made  the  very  name  of  Parliament  ridicu- 

*  lous ;    that  after  repeated  refolutions,  by     ^ 
«  which  they  had  declared  him  amenable  to 

^  their  jurifdiftion,  they  had  fhamefully 
f  abandoned  the  point  at  laft;   and,  in  the- 

'  face 
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face  of  the  world,  acknowledged  liim  to 
be  their  maften      That  there  remained 
but  onq  poflible  remedy  for  the  diforders, 
with  which  the  Government  of  this  coun- 
try was  notorioufly  infefted;   that  to  fave 
the  name  and  inftitution  of  Parliaments 
from  contempt,  this  Houfe  of  Commons 
muft  be  diffolved.    This,  he  hoped,  might 
reflore  good  government  on  one  fide — 
good  humour    and  tranquilliiy  on    the 
other;  yet  that  this  was  rather  a  hope  in 
him  than  any  fanguine  expeftation.     He 
feared  that  it  might  prove  only  a  tempo- 
rary and  partial  remedy;  that  to  refill  the 
enormous  influence  of  the  Crown,  fome 
ftronger  barriers  muft  be  erefted  in  de- 
fence of  the  conftitution.     That  formerly^ 
the    inconveniencies    of    fhortening    the 
duration  of  Parliaments  had  great  weight 
'  with  him;    but  now  it  was  no  longer  a 
'  queftion    of    convenience;    the   Summa 
'  Rerumis  atftake;  your  whole  conftitution 
f  is  giving  way;    and,  therefore,  with  the 
^  moft  deliberate  and  folemn  conviflion  of 
^  his  underftanding,  he  now  declared  him- 
'  felf  it  Convert  to   THennial  Parliaments. 
F  His  Lprdfhip  concluded  with  defiring  that 
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^  theHoure  might  be  fummoned  for  next^^^^^- 

•  day,  declaring  his  interitioa  to  move  an  ^"TttT^ 

^  Addrefs  for  the  diflblution  of  the  prefent 

«  Parliaihent.-^The  motion  was  negatived/ 

Accotdingly,  on  Wednefday  tk  Mof  JrKin^to 
May,  which  was  next  day,  his  Lordfliip  ?uii^nt 
moved,  "  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  pre- 
jfented  to  his  Majefty,  moft  dutifully  and 
earneftly  befeeching  his  Majefty,  that  under 
the  late  violations  of  the  rights  of  the  Elec-^ 
tors  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  eleftion  for 
Middlefex,  ft  ill  unredreffed^  and  in  the  pre-, 
fent  conflift  which  has  fo  unhappily  arifen , 
between  the  claims  of  the  Houfe  of  Com-  ^ 
mons  on  one  fide,  and  thofe  of  the  people 
on  the  other,  his  ^Majefty  will,  in  his  patef- 
n^\  wifdom,  deign  to  open  the  way  to  com*- 
pofe  this  alarming  watfard;    arid  that,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  faid  Houfe,  and  .the 
Nation,  from  being  involved  in  intemperate 
difcuflions  of  undefined  powers,  Which  in 
the  extreme  may  endanger  the  conftitution, 
and  tend  to  ftiake  the  tranquillity  of  the! 
kingdom,  his  Majefty  will   be   gracioufly 
pleafed  to  recur  to  the  recent  fenfe  of  his 
peopld,  by  diflblving,  after  the  end  of  this 
voj-ii)  11^  A  a  feflion, 
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CHAP-    feflion,  the  prefent  Parliame;nt,  and  calling, 
with  convenient  difpatch,  a  new  Parliament.** 


i77t. 


*  Having  gone  through  all  the  arguments 
which  hajd  been  formerly  ufed  on  this  fub- 
jeft,  he  faid,  towards  the  conclufion  of 
his  fpeech,  that  though  no  man  prided 
himfelf  more  on  his  attachments  to  his 
native  country,  yet  the  proceedings  of 
thofe  people  who  called  themfelves  its 
gdvernors,  had  rendered  it  fo  difagreeable 
to  him,  that  was  he  but  ten  years  younger, 
he  would  fpend  the  remainder  of  his  days 
in  a  country  (meaning  America)  which 
had  already  given  fuch  earnefts  of  its  in- 
dependent fpirit ;  nor  ftiould  my  advanced 
age  (continued  he)  even  norv  prevent  me, 
did  not  confiderations  of  the  laft  confe- 
quence  (my  bodily  infirmities)  interfere/ 
—The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  feflion  endedon  the  8th  of  May,  ijju 
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CHAR    XLL 

*   TWO  iNTERESTirfG   AlfECDOtES   Ot  tltE 

ORIGIN    OF     THE    AMERICAN    WAR » 

\  IMPOSITIONS  UPON  THE  PEOPLE  OE'  • 
ENGLAND — LORD  CHATHAM^  SPEECH 
AGAINST  QUARTERING  TROOPS  lU 
AMERICA— ^HIS  SPEECH  AGAINST  THE 
QUEBEC  BILL-^HIS  LETTERS  TO  MR* 
SAYRE* 

T^URINC  the  two  Succeeding  feffioils  chaa 
'*^  Lord  Chatham  did  not  attendJPar-^  ^I'^JT^ 
liament.   Recent  experience  had  convinced    ^^^^ 
him,   that  his  eloquence^  his  fagacity,  his 
penetration^  were  of  no  eftimation,   iri  an 
affembly,  whfere  arguments  more  tangible 
than  words,  had  made  fb  deep  an  impref- 
fion  upon  the  majority-j  that  no  language, 
no  fenfe  of  ht)nour  or  of  dangef,  had  power 
to  awaken  them  to  a  juft  conception  of 
their  own  difgrace  and  fervility* 

In  the  year  1774,  the  afiairs  of^  Ariieriea    *7"5^*' 
bf ought  him  forward  again*     Nothing  elfe 
A  a  2  trould. 
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could*  He  refolved  to  make  every  attempt 
he  was  able,  to  avert  the  deftruftion,  which 
he  faw  was  infeparably  attached  to  the  mea- 
lures  the  Miniftry  were  purfuirig. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
the  American  war,  has  been  given  in  fe- 
veral  books.  .But  there  are  two  Fafts,  re- 
fpefting  its  origin,  which  feem  to  have  ef- 
caped  the  obfervation  their  importance  de- 
ferves. 


Anecdote 
thefirfi. 


The  firfl;  is  refpefting  the  Eaft  India 
Company. — ^When  the  duties  to  be  paid  in 
America  on  p'aper,  paint,  and  glafs,  were 
repealed,  it  was  pretended,  that  the  Tea 
duty  (which  had  been  impofed  by  the  fame 
Aft  of  Parliament)  was  left  (landing,  to 
ferve  the  Company. '  But  this  was  not  the 
faft.  The  tax  was  left  unrepealed  to  pre- 
ferve  the  rights  as  it  was  called,  to  tax  the 
Colonies.  That  was  the  true  motive.  The 
fervice  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  made  no 
part  of  the  confideration.  The  tea  fent  to 
Bofton  was  that  fort  called  Bohea^  which 
was  conferring  no  favour  on  the  Company, 
but  the  reverfe ;  for  that  fort  of  tea  was  no 

burden 
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burden  to  the  Company.     It  ^  was  the  fort  ^xl"^^* 
called  Singlo,   which  lay  heavy  on   their    "p^^ 
hands,   and  of  which  all  their  warehoufes 
%verc  full.     But  the  refolution  was  agreed 
to  in  a  private  Comrtiittee,  when  only  thfee 
perfons  were  prefent:    Mr.  Bolton  was 
chairman.     A  matter  of  fuch  importance 
ought  to  have  been  agitated  in  a  full  Com- 
mittee, which  confifts  of  eleven.   The  truth 
is,  the  Bohea  was  more  faleable  than  the 
Singlo  ;   it  was  therefore,  the  refolution  of 
the  Cabinet  to  fend  the  moft  faleable :  pre- 
fuming,   that  the   temptation  to  purchafe 
]3eing  greater  by  the  offer  of  good  tea,  thau 
.by  the  oflFer  of  an  inferior  fort,  fome  of  the 
Americans  might  be  thereby  induced  to 
barter  liberty  for  luxury,  and,  perhaps,  a 
fthifm  might   be   created  amongft  them. 
Had  the  queftion  of  determining  the  kind 
of  tea  to  be  fent  to  America,  been  agitated 
in  a  full  Committee,  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable,  that  the  interefts  of  the  Company 
would  have  prevailed  over  the  views  of  the 
Court.    When  the  DireSors  were  informed 
of  the  conduft  of  the  Committee,  they  ex- 
plained this  diftinftion  of  the  tea  to  the 
Miniftry,   and  wiftied  to  have  the  Singlo 

A'  a  3  fubftituted.  ' 


1774. 
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^xLi7'  fubftituted.  But  the  Miniftry  would  not 
confent.  It  was  again  objefted  to,  at  the 
Minifter's  houfe*  To  the  ^  l^ft  application. 
Lord  North,  being  perhaps  wearied  with 
reprefentations  on  the  fubjeft,  faid — "  It 
zuas  to  na  pwrpofe  moM'^g  objeBions^  for  the 
^.  M-  would  have  it  Jo  J'  Thefe  were  his 
Lordfhip's  words :  and  he  added,  "  That 
the  —-7-  meant  to  try  the  queftion  tdth 
,Jimerica*r  ^ 

The 

•  The  Author  of  Hijiarical  Remarks  cn^  thfi  -Taxation  of 
tree  States^  formerly  a  refpeftable  Mcmher  of  Parliament*, 
written  in  the  year  177S,  relates  an  anec4Qte.  of  Englifli 
i^l^atiotDy  which,  as  the  book  is  in  few. hands,  it  may  not 
fee  improper  to  infcrt  here,  [The  author  printed  only 
fifty  copies.] 

•*  It  wv  told  me,  fays  the  Author,  by  an  intelligent 
and  mo{{:  refpeftable  Member  of  the  lad  Parliament  (Mr« 
White,  of  Retford),  That  worthy  old  gentleman  lived 
in  friendfhip  with  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  I  believe 
n  the  only  man  of  that  defcu-iption,  who  never  took  an 
emolument  from  the  Minifter,  He  gave  me  this  account 
f)f  his  giving  up  the  Excife-fcheme.  The  bill,  having 
been  oppofed  in  every  ftage,  was  ordered  to  be  reported. 
The  queftion  for  its  being  reported,  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  iixty.  The  nation  was  in  ^  fer^cpt,  and  there 
)iad  been  fome  dangerous  riots. 

««  On 
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The  other  is  refpefting  the  proceedings  c  ha  ?• 
at  Bofton. — The  tea  was  configned  to  the 

Governor's 
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**  On  the  evening  before  the  report,  Sir  Robert  fum- 
xnoned  a  meeting, of  the  principal  Members,  who  had' 
fttpported  the  Bill.  It  was  very  largely  attended.  He 
referved  his  own  opinion  till  the  laft  :  But  perfeverancc 
was  the  unanimous  voice.  It  was  faid,  all  taxes  were  ob« 
noxious,  and  there  would  be  an  end  of  fapplits,  if  mobs 
were  to  ctatroul  the  Legiflature  in  the  manner  of  raiiing 
them.  When  Sir  Robert  had  heard  them  all,  he  af- 
fured  them,  "  How  confcious  he  was  of  having  meant 
well ;  but  in  the  prefent  inflamed  temper  of  the  people, 
the  a&  could  not  be  carried  into  execution  without  an 
armed  force.  .That  there  would  be  an  end  of  the  liberty 
of  England,  if  fupplies  were  to  be  raifed  by  the  fword. 
If,  therefore,  the  refolution  was,  to  go  on  with  the  Bill, 
he  would  immediately  wait  upon  the  King  and  deiire  his 
Majefty's  permiflion  to  refign  his  ofiice ;  for  he  would 
not  be  the  Minifler  to  enforce  taxes,  at  the  expence  o? 
blood." 

<*  No  perfon  appearing  defirous  of  taking  that  office 
upon  himfelf,  Sir  Robert  gave  notice,  that  h^  would 
adjourn  the  report  for  fix  months,  which  he  did  the  next 
day. 

**  Tyranny  is  known,  not  by  the  foil,  but  by  the  fruits, 
And  the  hardefl  flaveries  have  been  fuffered  in  thofe 
dates,  where  the  forms  of  a  free  conflitution  remain  ;  but 
where  a  fpirit  of  juflice,  liberty  and  virtue  exifts  no 
more."    p.p.  80  and  81  •  v  * 

And 
2   A   4 
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^  xA^  Goverrior's  fon  at  Bofton.  When  the  vef^ 
fels  with  the  tea  arrived  there,  the  people 
affembled  on  the  wharfs  in  great  multitudes, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  tea  being  landed. 
Several  merchants,  and  other  perfons  of 
thfc  fifft  confequenee  in  Bofton,  folemnly 
aflured.  Captains  of  the  veffels,  that  the  in^ 
habitants  of  the  town  were  unanimoufly  re-i 
folved  not  to  fuffer  the  tea  being  landed. 
The  Captains  findipg  this  oppofition,  fdli- 
cited  the  Governor*s  permiffion  to  return  to 
England :  for  the  King's  Ihips  were  ftati- 
oned  in  fuch  a  pofition  at  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour,  that  no  veflel  could  efcape  thei?* 
vigilance*  The  Governor  anfwered,  that 
Ije  could  not  permit  them  to  depart  until: 
thpy  had  obtained  proper  clearances.  Thq 
officers  of  the  Cuftoms  refufed  to  grant 
clearances  until  their  cargoes  were  landed. 
This  legal  precifion^as  not  obferved  at  the 
other  ports  in  America,  where  the  Captains 

And  in  another  plac6,  he  tranflatcs  thcfe  words  from 
Ariftotle*,  "  Tyrants,  therefore,  love  to  be  ferved  by 
the  word  qf  men  ;  <  they  delight  in  fcrvility  ;  and  their 
Dneafure^  require  an  implicit  obedience,  to  which  men  of 
liberal  fpirit  cannot  ftoop.'^  ^    , 

*  Polit,  I.  ^.  c.  \i^ 

finding 
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finding  they  could  not  land  their  cargoes  ^xu^' 
of  tea,  were  permitted  to  return  to  Europe,    *^JJ^ 
without  breaking  bulk.     But  Bofton  feems 
to  have  been  the  place  fixed  upon  to  try  the 
quejlion.    If  the  Governor  had  affifted  the 
Captains,  the  tea  might  have  been  landed 
without   much   difficulty :    it  might  have 
been  put  into  the  barges  of  the  men  of  war, 
then  lying  there,  and  being  efcorted  by  the 
marines,  it  might  have  been  fafely  lodged 
in  the  King's  warehoufes.     But  the  defign 
was  otherwife.     The  Captains  were  obliged 
to  connive  at  the  deftruftion  of  the  tea,  in 
order ,  to  obtain  their  clearances,  to  return 
to  England,      The  town  was  afterwards 
punifhed  for  this  aft  of  neceffity,   which 
might>  h?ive  been  avoided.     Thus  the  civil 
war  was  created — to  try  the  queftion*"  And 
the  Governor  (Hutchinson)  was  after- 
wards  rewarded   with  a  large  penfion,— 
There  were  many  other  provocations  given 
to  the  Americans,  befides  the  Tea  Afl: ;  all 

♦  Nothing  can  mpre  ftrongly  ftiew  the  fixed  refolutioa 
)of  the  Court  on  this  point  than  the  words  of  his  Majefty's 
anfwers,  to  the  many  petitions  which  were  prcfented  to 
hin^  befeeching  and  imploring  him,  repeatedly,  to  pre- 
ferve  his  dominions.  The  readcp  wilj  find  tbcm  in  the 
Appendix,  Xt 

'  '  uniformly 
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^XLi^*    uniformly  tending. to  exafperate  them  to 

refiftance. 
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impofiti-        Upon  this  occafion  the  Miniftry  reforted 

on«  upon 
the  people 
of  £;iig;iand 


the  people  to  the  fame  methods  to  deceive  the  nation^ 


which  had  beenHTo  fuccefsfully  praflifed  by 
their  predeceflbrSj  and  during  the  Adminif- 
Iration  of  the  Earl  of  Bute  ;  viz.  Hiring 
a  number  of  writers,   hiring  a  number  of 
neivfpapers,  and  printing  an  immen/e  num- 
ber of  pamphlets^   which  were  fent  free  of 
poftagc  and  expence,  to  every  part  of  the 
kingdom.      At  the  fame   time/   all   thofe 
writers  and  printers,   who  prefumed  to  ar- 
raign the  conduft  of  Minifters,  were  pro^ 
fecuted  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench;    Ad- 
"  dreffes,    highly   flattering  to   Minifters  in 
their  conteft  with  America,  were  procured 
from  every  venal  borough  and  town.     By 
the  hired  pens  of  Dr.  S.  Johnfon^  Meffrs. 
Dalrymple^   ^Macpkerfon,     Stewart^    Lindy 
Knox,  Mauduit,    &c.   and  other  artifices, 
the  nation  was  again  deluded  and  duped. 
Upon  this  particular  fubjeft,  to  impofe  on 
the  people,  and  reconcile  them  to  this  war 
of  felony  and  fuicide,    Minifters  had   the 
afliftance  of   another  defcription  of  men, 

who 
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who  were  not  lefs  zealous,  and,  if  poffible,  ^  ^^1/* 
more  dangerous.  Thefe  were  the  Ameri*  ^^T^^^^ 
can  refugees — who  were  driven  out  of  their 
owij  country,  becaufe  they  were  traitors  to 
it.  Thefe  unceafingly  praftifed  the  moft 
diabolical  impofition^,  through  the  chan- 
nels of  all  the  newfpapers;'  and  by  pam* 
phlets,  arraigning  the  conduft  of  the  Bri- 
tifti  officers,  in  the  bafeft  terms ;  and  pof- 
feffing  a  geographical  knowledge  of  the 
country,  they  were  enabled  to  give  a  fpe- 
cious  appearance  of  veracity,  to  the  moft 
infamous  falfhoods.  I|  is  neceffary  to  men^ 
tion  thefe  impofitions/  for  although  every 
material  circumftance  relating  to  this  con- 
jLeft,  hjas  been  publifhed.in  fome  ftiape  or 
other,  yet  it  will  require  a  nice  difcriminat- 
ing  eye,  and  a  correft  judgment,  to  diftin- 
guifh,  on,  many  points,  the  true  from. the 
falfe,  reprefentation — fp  artful  and  plaufi- 
jble,  fometimes  is  the  laft,  ■ 

f  On  the  37th  day  of  May  1774,  Lord  1°^^^^^ 

*  Chatham  attended  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  *^f^ 

*  on  the  third  reading  of  a  bill  for  quarter-  t^rooptl^^ 
^  ing  foldiers  in  America.— He  faid,— My  ^^"'"^ 
f  Lords,   the  unfavourable  ftate  of  health 

.  *  *  under 
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^  xLi.^'  ^  under  which  I  have  long  laboured,  could 
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not  prevent  me  from  laying  before  your 
Lordfhips  my  thoughts  on  the  bill  now 
upon  the  table,  and  on  the  American  af- 
fairs in  general. 

'  If  we  take  a  tranlient  view  of  thofe  mo- 
tives which  induced  the  anceftors  of  our 
fellow-fubjefts  in  America  to  leave  their 
native  country,  to  encounter  the  innu- 
merable difficulties  of  the  unexplored  re- 
gions of  the  weftern  world,  our  aftonifh- 
ment  at  the'  prefeiit  tonduft  of  their  de- 
fcendants  will  naturally  fubfide.  There 
was  no  corner  of  the  world  into  which 
men  of  their  free  and  enterprifing  fpirit 
would  not  fly  with  alacrity,  rather  than 
fubmit  to  the  flavifh  and  tyrannical  prin- 
ciples, which  prevailed  at  that  period  in 
their  native  country.  And  {hall  we 
wonder,  my  Lords,  if  the  defcendants 
of  fuch  illuftrious  charafters  fpurn,  with 
conteimpt,  the  hand  of  unconftitutional 
power,  that  would  fnatch  from  them  fuch 
dear-bought  privileges  as  th.ey  now  con- 
tend for  ?  Had  the  Britilh  Colonies  been 
planted  by  any  other  kingdom  than  our 

*  own 
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'  own,  the  inhabitants  would  have  carried  ^xA^' 

*  with  them  the  chains,  bf  flavery,  and  fpi-  ^"'^V^ 

*  rit  of  defpotifm ;  but  as  they  are^  they 

*  ought  to  be  remembered  as  great  inflances 

*  to  inftruft  the  world,  what  great  exertions 

*  mankind  will  naturally  make,  when  they 

*  are  left  to  the  free  exercife  of  their  own 

*  powers.    And,  my  Lords,  notwithftg^nd- 

*  ing  my  intention  to  give  my  hearty  nega- 

*  tive  to  the  queftion  now  before  you,   I 

*  cannot  help  condemning,   in  the  fevereft 

*  manner,    the  late  turbulent  and  uriwar- 

*  rantable  copdutt   of  the   Americans  in 

*  fome '  inftances,    particulctrly  in  the  late 

*  riots   of  Bofton.     But,   my ,  Lords,   the 

*  mode  which  has  been  piurfued  to  bring 

*  them  back  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  to  their 
^  parent  ftate,  has  been  fo  diametrically 
^  oppofite  to  the  fundamental  principles  of 

*  found  policy,  that  individuals,  pofTeffed 

*  of  common  underftanding,  muft  be  afto- 

*  nifhed  at  fuch  proceeding?.    By  blocking 

*  up  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  you  have  in- 

*  volved  the  innocent  trader  in  the  fame 
'  punifhment  with  the  guilty  profligates  who 
^  deftroyed  your  merchandize ;  andinftead 

*  of  making  a  well  concerted  effort  to  fe- 

'  cure 
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^xu/*  '  cure  the  real  offenders,  you  clap  a  i>a\^l 
^'\^  •  and  military  extinguiflier  over  their  har-« 

*  hour,  and  punifh  the  crhne  of  a  few  law-^ 
'  lefs  depredators  .and  their  abettors,  upon 

*  the  whote  body  of  the  inhabitants. 

*  My  Lords,  this  country  is  little  obliged 

*  to  the  framers  and  promoters  of  this  tea-* 
,    •  tax.     The -Americans  had  almoft  forgot, 

'  in  their  excefs  of  gratitude  for  the  repeal 

*  of  the  ft  amp  aft,  any  interefl;  but  that  o( 

*  the  mother  country ;    there   feemed  an 

*  emulation  among  the  different  provinces^ 

*  who  {hould  be  moft  dutiful  and  forward 
'  in  their  expreffions  of  loyalty   to  their 

*  real  benefaflor ;   as  you  will  readily  per- 
'  ceive  by  the  following  letter  from  Gover- 

*  nor  Bernard  to  a  noble  Lord  then  in 

*  office. 

"  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  (fays 
**  he)  from  the  time  of  opening  the  feffion 
"  to  this  day,  has  fiiewn  a  difpofition  to 
"  avoid  all  difpute  with  me;  every  thing 
"  having  pafled  with  as  much  good  hu- 
"  mour  as  I  could  defire.  They  have  aS- 
•*  ed,  in  all  things^  with  temper  and  mo- 

"  deration; 
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**  deration  ;   they  have  avoided  fome  fub-  ^xli^^ 
*^  jefts  of  difpute,  and  have  laid  $i  founda- 
*'  tion  for  removing  fome  caufes  of  former 
**  altercation.** 

*  This,  my  Lords,   was  the  temper  of 
^  the  Americans ;   and  would  have  conti- 

*  nued  lb,  had  it  not  been  interrupted  by 

*  your  fruitlefs   endeavours   to  tax   them 

*  without  their  confent:    but  the  moment 

*  they  perceived  your  intention  was  renew- 

*  ed  to  tax  them,  under  a  pretence  of  ferv- 

*  ing  the  Eaft  India  Compariy,  their  refent- 

*  ment  got  the  afcendant  of  their  mbdcra- 

*  tion,  and  hurried  them  into  attions  con- 

*  trary  to  law,  which,  in  their  cooler  hours, 

*  they  would  have  thought  on  with  horror; 
^  for  I  fjncerely  believe,    the  deftroying  o£ 

*  the  tea  was  the  effeft  of  defpain 

*  But,  hiy  Lords,  from  the  complexion 

*  of  the  whole  of  the  proceedmgs,  I  think 

*  that  Adminiftration  has  purpofeiy  irritated 

*  them  into  thofe  late  violent  a6ls,    for 

*  which  they  now  fo  feverely  fmart ;   pur- 
'  pofely  to  be  revenged  on  them  for  the 

*  victory  they  gained  by  the  repeal  of  the  . 

^  ftamp 
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^xu.^*  '  flamp  aft;  a  meafure  to  which  they  {efem^ 
;j^^  /  ingly  acquiefced,  but  at  the  bottom  they 

*  were  its  real  enemies.    For  what  other 
'  motive  could  induce  them  to  drefs  taxati- 

*  on,  that  father  of  American  fedition,  in 

*  the  robes  of  an  Eaft  India  Dire6lor,  but 
^  to  break  in  upon  that  mutual  peade  and 

*  harmony,  which  then  fo  happily  fubfifted 

*  between  them  and  the  mother  country-  ? 

^  My  Lords,    I  am  an  old  man,   and 

*  would  advife  the  noble  Lords  in  office  to 

*  adopt  a  more  gentle  mode  of  governing 

*  America ;    for  the  day  is  not  far  diftant, 

*  when  America  may  vie  with  thefe  king^ 

*  doms,  not  only  in  artns^  but  in  arts  alfb. 

*  It  is  an  eftablifhed  faft,'  that  the  principal 

*  towns  in  America  are  learned  arid  polite, 
^  and  underfland  the  conftitution  of  the 

*  empire  as  well  as  the  noble  Lords  who 
/  are  now  in  office ;  and  confequeijtly,  they 

*  "wil^  have  a  watchful,  eye  over  their  liber*. 

*  ties,   to  prevent  the  leaft  encroachment 

*  on  their  hereditary  rights, 

^  This  obferyation.  is  fo  recently  exem* 

*  plified  in  an  excellent  pamphlet,  which 

*  comes 
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'*  i^ornes  from  the  pen,  of  an  Ameriean  gen-    9^^  p. 

^  tleman,   that  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  of 

^  reading  to  your  Lordftiips  his  thoughts 

'^  on  the  competency  of  the  Britifh  Parlia- 

'^  ment  to  tax  America,  which,  in  my  opi- 

^  nion,   puts  this  interefting  matter  in  the 

^  dearefl:  view*; 

**  The  High  Court  of  Parliament  (lays 
**  he)  is  the  fupreme  legiflative  power  over 
*'  the  whole  empire;  in  all  free  ftates  the 
'*'  conftitution  is  fixed ;  and  as  the  fupreme 
^'  legiflature  derives  its  power  and  authority 
^'  from  the  conftitution,  it  cannot  overleap 
'•  the  bounds  of  it|,  without  dettroying  its 
*'  own  foundation.  The  conftitution  afcer^- 
*'  tains  and  limits  both  fovereignty  and  al- 
"  legiance :  and  therefore  his  Majefty's 
''  American  fubjefis,  who  acknowledge 
^-  themfelves  bound  by  the  ties  of  allegi- 
''  ance,  have  an  equitable  claim  to  the 
''  full  enjoyment  of  the  fundamental  rules 
*'  of  the  Englifli  conftitution  ;  and  that  it 
*•  is  an  eflential  unalterable  right  i»  nature, 
''  ingrafted  into  the  Britifli  conftitution  as 
''  a  fundamental  law,  and  ever  held  fa- 
"  cred  ^nd  iirevocable    by   the    fubjefls 

VOL.  II.  B  b  '       ''  within 
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^"r^^"   "  within  the  realm — that  what  a  man  has 

honeftiy  acquired,  is  abfolutely  his  own  • 

^^  which  he  may  freely  give,   but  which 

^'  cannot  be  taken  from  him  without  his 

"  cohfent." 

*  This,  my  Lords,  though  no  new  doc- 
'  trine,  has  always  been  my  received  and 
^  unalterable  opinion,  and. I  will  carry  it  to 
'  my  grave,  that  this  country  had  no  right 

*  under  heaven  to  tax  America.     It  is  con- 

*  trary  to  all  the  principles  of  juftice  and 
'  civil  policy,  which  neither  the  exigencies 

*  of  the  flate,  nor  even  an  acquiefccnce  in 
^  the  taxes,    could  juftify   upon  any  oc- 

*  cafion  whatever.     Such  proceedings  will 
^  never  meet  their  wifhed-for  fuccefs  ;   and, 

*  inftead  of  adding  to  their  n;iiferies,  as  the 

*  bill  now   before   you  moft   undoubtedly 

*  does,  adopt  fome  lenient  mcafures,  which 

*  may  lure  them  to  their  duty ;    proceed 

*  like  a  kind  and  aifeftionate  parent  over  a 

*  child  whom  he  tenderly  loves ;   and,  in- 

*  ftead  of  thofe  harfh  and  fevere  proceed- 

*  ings,  pafs  an  amneflfy  on  all  their  youth- 

*  ful  errors ;   clafp  them  once  more  in  your 

*  fond  and  aBe6iionate  arms ;    and  I  will 
V  -  *  venture 
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*  venture  to   affirm,   you  will   find  them 

*  children  worthy  of  their  fire.     But  fhould 

*  their  turbulence  exift  after  your  proffered 

*  terms  of  forgivenefs,  which  I  hope  and 

*  expe6l  this  houfe  will  immediately  adopts 

*  I  will  be  among  the  foremoft  of  your 

*  Lordfliips  to  move  for  fuch  meafures  as 

*  will  effe6lually  prevent  a  future  relapfe^ 

*  and  make  them  feel  what  it  is  to  provoke 
^  a  fond  and  forgiving  parent !  a  parent, 
'  my  Lords,  whofe  welfare  has  ever  been 

*  my  greatefl:  and  moft  pleafing  confolation. 

*  This  declaration  may  feem  unneceffary; 
^  but  J  will  venture  to  declare,  the  period 
*=  is  not  far  diftant,  when  flie  will  want  the 
^  alfiftance  of  her  mofl:  diftant  friends :  but 

*  fhould  the  all-difpofing  hand  of  Provi- 
^  dence  prevent  me  from  affording  her  my 
^  poor  affiftance,  my  prayers  (hall  be  ever 

*  for  her  welfare — Length  of  days  be  in  her 
'  right  hand,  and  in  her  Left  riches  and  ho* 

*  nour  ;  may  her  ways  be  ways  of  pkafant^ 
^  nefs,  and  all  her  paths  be  peace  ! 

The  bill  paffed.     • 

Lor4  Chatham   alfo   attended  on  the 

feventeenth    day    of  June    1774,    on  the 

B  b  2  reading 
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CHAP,   reading  of  the  Quebec  BiH,  which  he  like- 
wife  oppofed. 
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*  He  faid,  it  would  involve  a  large  pro- 

*  vince  in  a  thoufand  difficulties,   and  in 

*  the  worft  of  defpotifm,  and  put  the  whole 

*  people  under  arbitrary  power;    that  it 

*  was  a  moft  cruel,  oppreffive,  and  odious 
^  meafure,    tearing  up .  juftice  and  every 

*  good  principle  by  the  roots ;  that  by  abo- 

*  lifliing  the  trial  by  Jury,  together  with 

*  the    Habeas  •  Corpus,    he    fuppofed  the 

*  framers  of  the  bill  thought  that  mode  of 

*  proceeding  moft  fatisfaftory ;  whilft  every 

*  true  Englifhman  was  ready  to  lay  down 

*  his  life  fooner  than  loofe  thofe  two  bul- 

*  warks  of  his  perfonal  fecurity  and  pro- 

*  perty.     The  merely  fuppofing  that  the 

*  Canadians  would  not  be  able  to  feel  the 

*  good  effefts  of  lav/  and  freedom,  becaufe 

*  they  had  been  ufed  to  arbitrary  power, 
^  was  an  idea  as  ridiculous  as  falfe.    He 

*  faid,   the  bill  eftablifhed  a  defpotic  go- 

*  vernment  in  that  country,  to  which  the 

*  royal  proclamation  of  1763  promifed  the 

*  ptoteftion  of  the  Englifti  laws.     Here 
'  the  noble  Lord  read  part  ofs  the  procla- 

^  mation 


•F  tHE  EARL  OF  CHATHAM,  fjf 

*  mation ;   and  then  entered  into  the  power   ^xli/* 

*  veiled  in  the  Governor  and  Council ;  the    ^-^-^''^^ 

*  whole  mode  of  which,  -  he  faid,  was  ty- 

*  rannical  and  defpotic.     He  was  particular 

*  on  the  bad  confequences  that  would  at- 

*  tend  the  great  extenfion  of  that  pro- 

*  vince ;   that  the  whole  of  the  bill  appear- 

*  ed  to  him  to  be  deftru6live  of  that  liberty, 

*  which  ought  to  be  the  ground-work  of 

*  every  conftitution.     Ten  thoufand  objec- 
^  tions,   he  was  confident,  might  be  made 

*  to  the  bill;    but  the  extinftion  of  the 

*  mode  of  trial  above  mentioned  was  a  very 

*  alarming  circumftance,  and  he  would  pro- 

*  nounce  him  a  bold  man  who  propofed 
<  fuch  a  plan. 

*  Wh6n  his  Lordfhip  came  to  the  reli- 

*  gious  part  of  the  bill,  he  direfted  his  dif-. 

*  courfe  to  the  Bench  of  Bifhops,  telling 

*  them,  that  as  by  the  bill  the  Catholic  re- 

*  ligion  was  made  the  eftabliChed  religion  of 

*  that  vaft  continent,  it  was  impoifible  they 

*  could  be  filent  on  the  occafion.     He  call- 

*  ed  the  bill  a  child  of  inordinate  power, 

*  and  defired  and  afked   if  aiay  of  that 

B  b  g  Reverend, 
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^  xu5'  '  Reverend  Bench  would  hold  it  out  for 
^■^J^  ^  baptifm.     He  touched  again  on  the  unli.. 

*  mited  power  of  the  Governor  in  ap- 
'  pointing  all  the  members,  and  who  might 
^  confiil  of  Roman  Catholics  only. 

*  He  alfo  took  notice  of  an  amendment 
f  which  had  been  made  in  the  Houfe  of 

*  Commons,  which  was  a  new  claufe,  re-r 

*  pealing  fo  much  of  the  Aft  of  Reforma*: 

*  tion  of  the  1  ft  of  Elizabeth  as  relates  to 
^  the  Oath  of  Supremacy,  and  fubftituting 

*  a  common  oath  of  allegiance  in  its  place. 
f  Tbis  aft  of  Elizabeth,  he  faid,  had  al- 
^  ways  been  looked  upon  as  one  that  the 

<  legiflature  h^^d  no  more  right  to  repeal, 

<  than  the  Great  Charter,   or  the  Bill  of  ^ 

*  Rights* — But  in  this  he  was  greatly  mif-: 
taken ;  for  though  feveral  of  the  Reve- 
rend Bench  were  prefent,  not  one  of 
them  made  the  fmalleft  objeftion  to  the 
datife--^they  all  divided  with  the  Miniftry, 

-  TheDukeof  Gloucester  divided  with 
Lord  Chatham  againft  the  Bill,  but  they 
^erfe  in  a  minority. 

1      '^  The 


CHAP. 


OP  T|IE  EARL  OF  CHATHAM.  379 

The  feirion  ended  on  the  twenty-fecond 
day  of  June,  and  on  the  laft  day  of  Sep- 
tember the  Parliament  was  fuddenly  dif- 
folved*. 

Lord  Chatham's  anxiety  on  the  affairs 
of  America  may  be  further  feen  in  the  fol- 
lowing letters : 

Hayes,  Saturday  evening,  July  9, 1 774. 
SIR, 

I  AM  honoured  with  a  very  obliging  }^^  *<^ 
packet  by  your  fervant,  containing  liich 
marks  of  your  kind  and  flattering  attention 
to  me,  and  my  Ton,  as  command  more 
thanks  and  acknowledgments  than  this  fhort 
note,  wrote  in  hafte,  can  poffibly  convey^ 
Such  as  they  are,  which  I  prefent  in  abun- 
dance, I  beg  you  will  accept,  for  the  fm-» 
cerity  with  which  they  are  offered.  No* 
thing  can  be  fo  interefting  in  the  prefent 
critical  moment,   as  authentic  information 

♦  During  the  fummer,  Lord  Mansfield  went  to  Pans. 
At  this  time  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  may  be  faid  tq 
have  had  thret  arabaffadors  at  the  Court  of  France — Lord 
Stormont,  the  official ;  Mr.  Forth,  the  confidential ; 
and  Lord  Mansfield,  the  efficient. 

B  b  4  relating 
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^Ku^'    relating  to  America.    I  therefore  efteetri  ft 
^^^^  a  particular  favour,   to  receive  fuch  com- 
munications  from  you  in  any  way   mofl 
convenient  to  yourfelf; 
lam. 
With  great  regard  and  confideration. 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient 

And  moft  humble  fervant, 
CHATHAM. 
Tb  Mr.  Sheriff  Sayre^ 
Stratford  Place,  Oxford  Road. 

Dear  Sir,    Hayes, Augujl  15, 1774. 

INCLOSED  I  return  to  you  the  letter 
from  ybur  correfpondent  at  New-York,  for 
the  perufal  of  which  I  htg  you  will  accept 
a  thoufand  thanks.  The  bearer  is  a  perfon 
of  trufi,  and  will  convey  it  fafely  to  your 
hands*.  What  infatuation  and  cruelty  to 
accelerate  the  fad  moment  of  war !  Every 
ftep  on  the'  fide  of  Government,  in  Ame- 
rica, feems  calculated  to  drive  the  Ame- 
ricans into  open  refiftance,  vainly  hoping 
to  crufh  the  fpirit  of  Liberty  in  that  vaft 

♦  He  was  deniei  the  privilege  of  the  poft.  It  is  well 
known,  that  letters*  to  him  were  indecently  opened,  an4 
pften  flopped  at  the  Poft  0|5c^. 

continent, 
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continent,  at  one  fuccefsful  blow  ;  but  mil-  ^"u.^" 
lions  muft  perilh  there  before  the  feeds  of  "^TJ^ 
Freedom  will  ceafe  to  grow  and  fpread  in 
fo  favourable  a  foil ;  and  in  the  mean  time, 
devoted  England  muft  fink  herfelf,  under 
the  ruins  of  her  own  foolifh  and  inhuman  , 
fyftem  of  dcftruftion* 

I  wait  with  extreme  impatience  for  thc< 
next  accounts  ;  the  proclamation  for  feizr 
.  ing  the  covenanters,  denouncing  an  imme- 
diate iflue.  Perhaps  the  ftreets  of  Bofton 
have  already  run  with  blood.  If  you  re- 
ceive any  inierefting  intelligence,  I  fliall  ef-\ 
teem  it  a  great  favour  to  hear  from  you  by 
^p  fame  method.     I  am. 

With  great  efteem  and  confideration^ 
Dear  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 
.  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

/^  CHATHAM. 

To  Stepheri  Sayre,  Efq. 
^tratford  Place,  Oxford  Road. 

Hayes,  Auguji  28,  1774;    ' 

Dear  Sir, 

Yt  is  impoffible  to  leave  the  very  kind 

matjcs  of  your  remembrance  unacknow- 

V  'lodged; 
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^  xu7*  J^dg^^  ;  ^^^  I  acquit  myfelf  of  this  pleaf- 
ing  duty,  with  the  real  feruiments  fuch  flat- 
tering attentions  muft  command.  The 
royal  venifon,  which  is  extremely  fine,  will 
have  the  better  flavour  by  coming  through 
the  City  to  Hayes,  and  from  the  friendly 
hand  of  Mr.  Sheriff  Say  re.  Many  thanks 
for  the  communication  of  your  honeft  cor- 
i^efpondent's  letter,  returned  herewith.  It^ 
is  plain,  that  Maryland  tannot  wear  chains! 
Would  to  Heaven  it  were  equally  plain, 
that  the  oppreflor,  England,  is  riot  doom- 
ed, one  day,  to  bind  them  round  her  own 
hands,  and  wear  them  patiently ! 


-Savior  arms 


Luxuria  incubuUy  vidumque  ulctfcitur  erbenu 

Happily,  beyond  the  Atlantic,  this  poifon 
has  not  reached  the  heart.  When  then 
will  infatuated  A^miniftration  begin  to  fear 
that  Freedom  they  cannot  deftroy,  and 
which  they  don't  know  how  to  love?  De- 
lay is  fataly  when  repentance  will  come  too 
late,  I  fear  the  bond  of  union  between  us 
and  America  will  be  cut  off  for  ever.  De- 
voted England  will  then  have  feen  her  beft 
clays,  which  nothing  can  reftore  agaiii. 

I  am 
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I  am  ferry  to  conclude  with  fo  gloomy  a    ^xu.*** 
breboding,  in  a  cafe,  where  the  moft  vul-   ^^TJ^ 
rar   undferllanding   may   venture  to    pro- 
phecy. . 

I  am,  with  great  efteem  and  confideration. 
My  dear  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient 

And  obliged  humble  fervant, 
CHATHAM. 

To  Stephen  Sayre,  Efq. 
Stratford  Place,  Oxfordjireet. 

Hayes,  Saturday  nighty  0^.  8^  I774v 

Dear  Sir, 
I  AM  but  juft  able  to  hold  a  pen,  after 
a  fevere  fit  of  the  gout,  or  the  favour  of 
your  former  kind  letter,  would  not  have 
been  fo  long  unacknowledged.  That  of 
the  6th  inftant,  which  reached  me  only  this 
evening,  adds  not  a  little  (both  from  what 
it  fays,  and  what  it  does  not  fay)  to  all  the 
anxious  forebodings  which  filled  my  mind 
on  that  moft  intefefting  objed  of  all  public 
concerns,  the  fate  of  America.  What  the 
late  accounts  are,  I  know  not ;    furely  not 

4  lefs 
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^xLi.^'  lefs  momentous  for  being  fo  induftrioufly 
withheld. 


i?74- 


The  veiy  kind  and  friendly  (hare  you 
have  taken  at  the  Standard^,  can  never  be 
forgot ;  what  the  events  will  be,  I  do  not 
conjetlure,  becaufe  I  do  not  underftand 
the  times.  If  there  be  a  public  caufe  and 
true  friends  of  liberty,  can  a  genuine  fon 
of'  freedom,  and  votary  of  public  good, 
pure  from  the  taint  of  any  faction,  fuffer  a 
repulfe,  where  every  eleftor  has  liberty  in 
his  mouth  ?  In  the  prefent  ftate  of  Weft- 
minfter,  ftiould  Mr.  Cotes  demand  a  poll, 
it  cannot  be  to  ferve  the  caufe,  or  indeed, 
himfelfs  for  various  reafons,  however,  I 
do  not  think  it  proper  to  trouble  Lord 
Temple  on  the  occafion.  The  true  friends 
of  Liberty,  are  able  to  carrry  through  the 
'  work,  of  Liberty  if  they  pleafe.  If  little 
manoeuvres  can  defeat  great  and  generous 
purpofes, ,  it  is  more  than  time  for  Virtue 
to  retire,    l^ut  I  will  not  fuppofe   Lord 

♦  A  tavern  in  Leicefter-fquare,  ^t  which  feveral  of  the 
ele6lors  of  Weftminftcr,  at  this  time,  occafionally  held 
meetings. 

Mahon 


*774- 


OF.  THE  EARL  OF  CHATHAxM.  315 

Mahon' would  lofe  his  eleftion  in  Weft-  ^"u/* 
minfter,   even  if  Mr.  Cotes   fhould   de- 
mand a  poll.     I  write  with  fome  difficulty  ; 
fo  allow  me  to  bid  you  adieu  without  cere-) 
mony. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  faithful  and  obliged, 
CHATHAM. 
To  Stephen  Sayre,  Efq. 
Stratford  Place ^  Oxford-Jlreet. 

Hayes,  Dec.  24,  1774. 
Dear  Sir, 
SOON  after  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
you,  I  received  the  extrafts  from  the  votes 
and  proceedings  of  the  American  Congrefs, 
printed  and  publifhed  by 'order  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  which  had  been  withheld  from 
m^,  as  the  letters  to  others  had  been.     I 
have  not  words  to  exprefs  my  fatisfaftion, 
that  the  Congrefs  has  condufted  this  moft 
arduous  and  delicate  bufinefs,   with  fuch 
manly  wifdom  and  calm  refolution,  as  does 
the  higheft  honour  to  their  deliberations. 
Very  few  are  the  things  contained  in  their 
refolves,  that  I  could  wifli  had  been  other- 
wife.    Upon  the  whole,   I  think  it  muft  be 

evident 
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^xlI^'  evident  to  every  unprejudiced  man  in  Eng- 
land who  feels  for  the  rights  of  mankind, 
that  America,  under  all  her  opprellions 
and  provocations,  holds  forth  to  us  the 
moft  fair  and  juft  opening,  for  reftoring 
harmony  and  affeftionate  intercourfe  as 
heretofore, 

I  truft  that  the  minds .  of  men  are  more 
than  beginning  to  change  on  this  great  fub- 
V  jeft,  fo  little  underftood  ;    and,  that  it  will 
be  found  impoffible  for   freemen  in  Eng- 
land, to  wifh  to  fee  three  millions  of  Eng- 
liflimen  flaves  in  America. 
I  am, 
With  great  efteem,  dear  Sir, 
Your  moft  faithful. 

And  obedient  humble  fervant, 
CHATHAM, 
To  Stephen  Sayre^  Efq. 
Stratford  Place ^  Oxfordrjlreet. 
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CHAP.      XLII. 

LORD    Chatham's  motion  to    with* 

DRAW  THE  TROOPS  FROM  BOSTON— 
HIS  BILL  FOR  QUIETING  THE  TROUBLES 
IN     AMERICA — HIS     BILL     REJECTED —  '  , 

RECEIVES  THE  THANKS  OF  THE  CITY 
OF  LONDON  FOR  HIS  BILL. 

CHAP. 

ON  the  29th  day  of  November,   1774,     ^^ 
the  new  Parliament  met.  On  the  20th      *^^^* 
day  of  January,  1775,  Lord  Dartmouth, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  &c.  produced  the 
official  American  papers. 

The  Earl  of  Chatham,  after  ftrongly   tham'smSl 
inveighing  againft  the  dilatorinefs  of  Admi-   withdraw 
niitration,  &c.  proceeded  as  follows:  fromBof- 

■ '  *  But  as  I  have  not  the  hono\ir  of 


•^^  accefs  to  his  Majefly,  I  will  endeavour  to 

*  tranfmit  to  him,  through  the  Conftituti- 

*  onal  channel  of  this  Houfe,  my  ideas  of 

*  This  fpeechj  and  that  of  the  iS^th  of  November, 
1777,  ^vere  taken  by  the  fame  gentleman;  and  it  has 
been  affirmed  by  fevcral  perfons  who  heard  the-  noble 
Lord  on  both  days,  that  they  contain  very  ftrong  and 
pctuliar  marks  of  ^accuracy. 

^America, 
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^xltif*  '  America,  to  refcue  him  from  the  rhifad- 
^  vice  of  his  prefent  Miniftefs.    I  congratu- 

*  late  your  Lordfliips,  that  the  bufinels   is 
'  at  lajt  entered  uport,  by  the  iiobl6  Lor d's§ 

*  laying  the  papers  before  you.     As  I  fup- 

*  pofe  your  Loidfhip's  too  well  apprized  of 

*  their  contents,  I  hope  I  am  not  premature, 
'  in  fubmitting  to  you  my  prefent  motion : 

"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefeiited 
"  to  his  Majefty,  humbly  to  defirfe  and  be- 
"  feech  his  Majefty,  that  in  order  to  open 
"  the  way  towards  a  happy  fettlement  of 
V  the  dangerous  troubles  in  America,  by 
'^  beginning  to  allay  ferments  and  fofteft 
"  animofities  there;  and  above  all,  for  pre- 
"  venting  in  the  mean  time  any  fudden  and 
"  fatal  cataftrophe  at  Bofton,  now  fufferinor 
"  under  the  daily  irritation  of  an  army  be^ 
''  fore  their  eyes,  pofted  in  their  town;  it 
•^  may  gracioufly  pleafe  his  Majefty  that 
*'  immediate  orders  be  dilpatched  to  Gene- 
"  ral  Gage,  for  removing  his  Majefty  s 
"  forces  from  the  town  of  Bofton,  as  foon 
"  as  the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  and  other  cir- 
"  cumftances  indifpenfableto  the  fafety  and 

§  Lord    Dartmouth. 

accommodation 


«» 
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accommCdation  of  the  faid  troops,  may   ^^^^f 
render  the  fame  pra£licable." 


-  '  I  wifti, '  my  Lords,  not  to  lofe  a  day  in 

*  this  urgent,  prefling  crifis;  an  hour  now 

*  loft  in  allaying  ferments  in  America,  may 

*  produce  years  of  calamity :  for  my  own 
^'  part,  I  will  not  defert,  for  a  moment,  the 
'  conduft  of  this  weighty  bufmefs,  from  the 
•*  firft  to  the  laft;  unlefs  nailed  to  my  bed 
^'  by  the  extremity  of  ficknefs,  I  will  give  it 
«-  unremitted  attention;  1  will  knock  at  the 
*'  door  of  this  fleeping  and  confounded  Mi* 
'--niftty,   and  will  roufe  them  to  a  fenfe  of 

*  their  important  danger. 

«  When  I  ftate  the  importance  of  the 
«  Colonies  to  this  country,  and  the  magni* 
*-  tude  of  danger  hanging  over  this  country, 
*•  from  the  prefent  plan  of  mif-adminiftra- 

*  tion  praftrfed  againft  them,   I   defire  not 

*  to  be  underftood  to  argue  for  a  recipro- 
«  city  of  indulgence  between  England  and 

*  America.     I  cjontend  not  for  indulgence, 

*  but  juftice  to  America;'  and  I  fhall  ever 

*  contend,  that  the  Americans  juftly  owe 

*  obedience  to  us  in  a  limited  degree — they 

VOL.  11.  c  c  *owe 
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^Kuu  '  ow^  obedience  to  our  ordinances  of  trade - 
'  and  navigation;  but  let  the  line  be  {kiU 
'  fully  drawn  between  the  objefts  of  thofe 
^  Ordinances,  and  their  private^  internal 
'  properly;  let  the  facrednefs  of  their  pro* 
^  perty  remain  inviolate ;  let  it  be  taxable 
'  only  by  their  own  confent,  given  in  their 
'  provincial  affemblies,  elfe  it  will  ceafe  ta 

•  ke  property.    As  to.  the  metaphyfical  re- 

•  finements,  attempting  to  fliew  that  the 

•  Americans  are  equally  free  from  obedi* 
«  ence  and  commercial  reftraints,  as  from 

•  taxation  for  revenue,  as  being  unrepre* 

•  fented  here;  I  pronounce  them  futile,  fri* 
^  volous,  and  groundleis. 

*  When  I  urge  this  meafure  of  recalling 
\  the  troops  from  Boflon,  I  urge  it  cm  this 

•  prefling  principle,  that  it  is  neceffarily  pre- 

•  paratory  to  the  refloration  of  your  peace, 

•  and  the  eftablifhment  of  your  profpcrity. 
'  It  will  then  appear  that  you  are  difpofed 

•  to  treat  amicably  and  equitably;    and  to 

•  confider,  revife,  and  repeal,  if  it  (hould  be 

•  found  neceflary,  as  I  affirm  it  will,  thofe 
^  violent  a£ls  and  declarations  which  have 

*  diflemi- 
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*  diffeminated  confufion  throughout  your   ^^ij 
^  empire^ 

•  Refinance  to  your  a6ls  wai  nedeflary  as 

*  it  was  juft ;  arid  your  vain  declarations  of 

*  the  omnipotence  of  Parliament,  and  your 

*  imperious   doftrines  of  the  neceffity  of 

*  fubmiffion,  will  be  found  equally  inipotent 
'  to  convince,  or  to  enflaVe  your  ffellow-fiib- 

*  jefts  in  America,  who  feel  that  tyranny, 

*  whether  ambitioned  by  an  individu&l  part 
«  of  the  legiflature,  or  the  *  bodies  who 

*  compofe    it,   is     equally  ititoleittble    to 
«  Britilh  fubjefts. 

*  The  means  of  enforcing  this  thraldom 

*  are  found  to  be  as  ridiculous  and  wedk  iil 

♦  A  favourite  idea  pt-evail'ed,  and  v/ks  bften  urged 
in  argument  by  Adminiftration,  '*  that  abfolute  paffive 
*«  obedience  i^  due  to  all  afts  of  the  legiflature,  which 
**  muft  not,'  in  any  cafe  zohatev&^  h6  qii^ftioiied,  much 
••  left  refifted  by  the  people."  Mr.  Lock^  thought 
btherwifd.  But,  in  truth j  it  is  i.  point  rather  of 
jpraSical  policy.  If,  however,  the  poftulatum  were 
admitted  in  /peculation^  the  inference  will  not  reach  froasi 
Wcftminfter  to  Bofton.  It  never  was  proved;  that  our 
Lords  Spiritual  ahd  Temporal  had  privilege  in  Ametica} 
and  that  our  Knights  Citizens,  and  Burg^ftes,  werg 
M^tr  Reprefentatives* 
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"  tif'    *  praftice,  as  they  are  unjuft  in  principle. 

*  Indeed  I  cannot  but  feel  the  moft  anxious 

*  fettfibility   for  the  fituation    of  Geperal 

*  Gage j  and  the  troops  under  his  com* 

*  mand;    thinking  him^  as  I  do^   a  man  of 
/humanity  and  underflanding;  and  enter* 

*  taining  as  I  ever  will,  the  higheft  refpeft, 

*  the  warmefl:  love^  for  the  Britifli  troops. 

*  Their,  fituation  is  truly  unworthy;  penn'd 
'  up— pining  in  inglorious  inaftivity.  They 

*  are  an  army  of  impotence.     You  may  call 

*  them  an>army  of  fafety  and  of  guard;  but 

*  they  are  in  truth  an  army  of  impotence 

*  and  contempt:   and,  to  make  the  folly 
^  «  equal  to  the  difgrace,  they  are  an  army  of 

*  irritation  and  vexation. 

*'  But  I  firtd  a  report  creeping  abroad,  that 

*  Minifters  cenfure  General  Gage's  ina6li- 

*  vity:   let  them  cenfure  him — ^it  becomes 

*  them — ^it  becomes  their  jujlice  and  their 
'  honour. — I  mean  not  to  cenfure  his  inafti- 

*  vity;  it  is  a  prudent  and  necelTary  inac- 

*  tipn:  but  it  is  a  miferable  condition,  where 

*  difgrace  is  prudence,  and  where  it  is  ne- 
*'  ceffary  fo  be  contemptible.     This  tame- 

*  nefs,-  however   contemptible,  cannot   be 

*  cenfurcd  j 
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*  cenfuredi  for  the  firft  drop  of  blood  died    ^"ui^* 

*  in  civil  and  unnatural  war  might  heimme-   ^--^^^"^ 

*  dicabile  wilnus.  Lordcht. 

thaxn's 
fpeech 

*  I  therefore  urge  and  conjure  your  Lord-  qSrtwinj 

*  fhips,  immediately  to  adopt  this  conciliat-  aSShci^ 

*  ing  meafure.     I  will  pledge  myfelf  for  its 

*  immediately  producingconciliatory effeSs, 

*  i3y  its  being  thus  well-timed:    but  if  you 

*  delay  till  your  vain  hope  fhall  be  accom- 

*  plifhed,  of  triumphantly  diftating  recon- 

*  ciliation,  you  delay  for  ever.     But,  admit- 

*  ting  that  this  hope,  which  in  truth  is  def- 

*  perate,  ftiould  be  accomplifhed,  what  do 

*  you  gain  by  the  impofition  of  your  vifto- 

*  rious  amity? — you  w^ill  be  untrufted  and 

*  unthanked.  Adopt,  then,  the  grace,  while 
'  you  have  the  opportunity  of  reconcile- 

*  ment;  or  at  leaft  prepare  the  way.— Allay 
«  the  ferment  prevailing  in  America,  by  re- 

*  moving  the  obnoxious,  hoftile  caufe — ob- 
'  noxious  and  unferviceable;  for  their  merit 
«  can  be  only  in  inaftion:  "  Non  dimicare 

*  et  vincerel' — their  viftory  can  never  be  by 

*  exertions.     Their  force  would   be  moll 

*  difproportionately  exerted  againfta  brave, 

*  generous,  and  united  people,  with  arms 

c  C3  *  in 
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^xLu!*    '  in  their  hands^  ^nd  courage  in  their  hea^yts : 
^7^    *  —three  millions  of  people,  the  genuine 

*  defcendants  of  a  valiant  and  pious  anceC- 
^  try,  driven  to  thofe  deferts  by  the  narrow 
^  maxims  of  a  fuperftiiious  tyranny, — And 

*  is  the  fpirit  of  perfecution  never  to  be  ap-? 
^  peafed?  Arc  the  brave  fpns  of  thofe  bra^ye 
f  forefathers  to  inherit  their  fufferings,  as 
f  they  have  inherited  their  virtues?     Are 

*  they  to  fuft^in  the  infliftion  of  the  moft 

*  oppreffive  and  unexampled  feverity,  be-f 

*  yond  the  accounts  of  hiftory,  or  4efcrip^ 
f  tion  of  ppetry :  "  R/fMlamantkus  habct  dvn 
V  riffi^jM  regna,  cajligat  que,  audit  que/* 
f  So  fays  the  wifeft  poet,  and  perjiaps  the 
f  wifeft  ftatefman  pind  politician,— rBut  our 

*  Minifters  fay,  th^  Americam  mtc/i  not  be 
f  heard.     They  have  been  pondepfined  un^ 

*  heard.  --Th(^  ij^difcriminate  hand  of  ven* 

*  geance  has  lumped  together  innocent  and 
f  guilty;  with  all  the  formalities  of  hofti? 
5  lily  ^  has  blocked  up  the  town  *  ^nd  reducr 
f  ed  to  beggary  and  famine  thirty  thouffind 
f  i)i|ia|i}itants, 

$  Bofton, 
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'  '  But  his  Majefty  is  advifcd,  that  the    ^^^^^i^'^ 

*  union  in  America  cannot  laft.    Minifters 

*  have  more  eyes  than  I,  and  Ihould  have 
^  more  ears;  but  with  all  the  information  I 

*  have  'been  able  to  procure,  I  can  pro- 

*  nounce  it — an  union,  folid,  permament, 

*  andefFeftual.  Minifters  may  fatisfy  them- 
^  felves,  and  delude  the  public,  with  the  re* 

*  port  of  what  they  call  commercial  bodies: 

*  in  America.    They  are  not  commercial; 

*  they  are  your  packers  and  faftors :   they 

*  live  upon  nothing — for  I  call  commiffiori 
^  nothing.    I  mean  the  minifterial  authority 

*  for  this  American  intelligence ;  the  run- 
^  ners  for  government,  who  are  paid  for 

*  their  intelligence.     But  thefe  are  not  thd 

*  men,  nor  this  the  influence,  to  be  confi- 
'  dered  in  America,  when  we  cftimate  the 

*  firmnefs  of  their  union.    Even  to  extend 

*  the  queftion,  and  to  take  in  the  really  mer- 
'  cantile  circle,  will  be  totally  inadequate  to 

*  the  confi deration.  Trade  indeed  increafes 
'  the  wealth  and  glory  of  a  country ;  but 
^  its  real  ftrength  and  ftamina  are  to  be 

*  looked  for  among  the  cultivators  of  the 

*  land:  in  their  fimplicity  of  life  is  found 
'  the  fimplenefs    of  virtue — the  integrity 

c  c  4  <  and 
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^xL«r  *  and  courage  of  freedom.      Thefe  true 

*  genuitie  fons  of  the  earth  are  invincible  > 

*  and  they  furround  and  hem  in  the  mer- 

*  cantile  bodies ;  even  if  thefe  bodies,  which 
'  fuppofition  I  totally  difclaim,  could  be 

*  fuppofed  difaffefted  to  the  caufe  of  liberty. 

*  Of  this  general  fpirit  exifting  in  the  Bri- 
'  tiih  nation  I  (for  fo  J  wifli  to  diftinguilb 
'  the  real  and  genuine  Americans  from  the 

*  pfeudo-traders  I  have  defcribed) — of  this 

*  fpirit  of  independence  *,  animating,  the 
'  nation  of  America,  I  have  the  raoft  authen- 

*  tic  information.      It  is  not  new  among 

*  them;  it  is,  and  has  ever  been,  their  eftab^ 
'  lifhed  principle,'  their  confirmed  perfua-* 

*  ,fion ;  it  is  then'  nature, ,  and  their  do6lrine.  ^ 

♦  f^i,  e.J  of  legal  liberty  ;■— the  independence^  of  freemen^ 
contra-diftinguifhed  to  the  dependent  ftatc  of  flaves.  It 
was  thought  neceffary  to  fpecify  this  idea,  left  Lord 
Chatham  fhould.  have  been  mifconceivcd  to  have 
imputed  to  America  an  original  zcijh  of  difconnexian  from 
this  country.  On  the  contrary,  when  that  fatal  event 
did  occur,  his  Lordftiip  attHbutfed  it  to  a  very  different 
cajife  from  the  inclinatian  of  America.—"  That  ftate  oi 
independency  into  which  your  meafures  hitherto  hava 
driven  her."— *--5ctf  his  Lordjhip's  Speech^  on  the  xZth  o^ 
Nov.t'j'j'j.' 

*  I  remem-* 
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•  I  remember  fome  years  ago,  when  the  ^xuiT" 

*  repeal  of  the  ftamp  aft  was  in  agitation, 

*  converfing  in  a  friendly  confidence  with  a 

*  perfpn  of  undoubted  refpeft  and  autheji- 
^   ticity,  on  that  fubje6l;  and  heaflUred  me, 

*  with  a  certainty  which  his  judgment  and 

*  opportunity  gave  him,  that  thefe  were  the 
,  prevalent  and  fteady  principles  of  Ame- 
'  rica — That  you  might  deftroy  their  towns, 

*  and  cut  them  off  from  the  fuperfluities^ 
^  perhaps  the  conveniencies  of  life;  but  that 

*  they  were  prepared  to  defpife  your  power, 

*  and  would  not  lament  their  lofs,  whilft 

*  they  have — what,  my  Lords? — their  woods 
^  and  their  liberty.    The  name  of  my  autho- 

*  rity,  if  I  am  called  upon,  will  authenticate 

*  the  opinion  irrefragably*. 

*  If  illegal  violences  have  been,  as  it  if 
'  faid,  committed  in  America;  prepare  the 

*  way,  open  the  door  of  poffibility,  for  ac- 
'  knowledgment  and  fatisfaftion:  but  pro-^ 

*  ceed  not  to  fuch  coercion,  fuch  profcrip^ 
'  tion;  ceafe  yourindifcriminateinflidlionsj 
'  amerce  not  thirty  thoufand;   opprefs  not 

*   It  was  Dr.  Fkanklin, 

'three 
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^xlil'   *  three  millions,  for  the  fault  of  forty  or 
^'^^  '  fifty.     Such  feverity  of  injuftice  muft  for 

•  ever  render  incurable  the  wounds   you 

•  have  already  given  your  colonies:    you 
'  irritate  them  to    unappeafable  rancour. 

•  What  though  you  march  from  town  to 

•  town,  and  from  province  to  province; 

•  though  you  fhould  be  able  to  enforce  a 

•  temporary  and  local  fubmiffion,  which  I 

•  only  fuppofe,  not  admit— how  fliali  you 

•  be  able  to  fecure  the  obedience  of  the 

•  country  you  leave  behind  you  in  your 

•  progrefs,  to  grafp  the  dominion  of  eighteen 
'  hundred  miles  of  continent,  populous  in 

•  numbers,  pofTefling  valour,   liberty,  and 

•  reliftance? 

*  This  refiftance  to  your  arbitrary  fyftem 

•  of  taxation  might  have  been  forefeen:  it 

•  was  obvious  from  the  nature  of  things, 

•  and  of  mankind;  and  above  all,  from  the 

•  Whiggiftifpiritflourifhing  in  that  country. 

•  The  fpirit  which  now  refills  your  taxation 

•  in  America,  is  the  *  fame  which  formerly 

*  oppofed 

♦  Not  fo,  according  to  the  political  logic  of  Admi» 
»iftr4tion;   which  would  prove  the  Tor^i/m   of   "this 

American 
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^  oppofed .  loans,  benevolences,  and  (hip-    ^"fjf* 

*  money,  in  England:  the  fame  fpirit  which 

*  called  all  England  on  its  legs,  and  by  the 

*  Bill  of  Rights  vindicated  the  Englifli  con- 

*  ftitution;  the  fame  fpirit  which  eftabliflied 

*  the  great,  fundamental,  effential  maxim  of 

*  your  liberties,  that  no  fubjeSl  of  England 

*  JhalL  be  taxed  but  by  his  own  corifeifit. 

^  This  glorious  fpirit  of  Whiggifm  ani* 

*  mates  three  miUions  in  America ;  who  prc^- 

*  fer  poverty  with  liberty,  to  gilded  chains 

*  and  fordid  affluence;  and  who  will  die  in 

*  defence  pf  their  rights  as  men,  as  freemenp 

*  What  fhall  dppofe  this  fpirit,  aided  by 
^  the  congenial  flame  glowing  in  the  brea(b 

*  of  every  Whig  in  England,  to  the  amount^ 
^  I  hope,  of  double  the  American  numbers? 
^  Ireland  they  have  to  a  man.     In  that 

*  country,  joined  as  it  is  with  the  caufe  of 

American  fpirit."  In  the  debate  for  an  addreft,  oa 
the  firfb  day  of  the  feiTion,  Od.  26,  ijygi  Mr^  Fox 
urged,  with  his  ufual  ability,  what  he  conceived  to  be 
'Whig  principles ;  principles  confuiting  the  good  of  the 
gauerntd^  rather  ^han  the  governors;  principles  jealouil]^ 
{Bearing  the  rights  of  the  people  againft  every  encroach* 
pent  of  power:  and  thefe,  he  thought,  hac^  fome  re« 
|at|0A  i§  the  caufe  ^nd  cen4HQ^  of  America, 

•  the 
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xtu.^    *  *^^  Colonies,  and  placed   at  their  head, 

*  the  diftin6lion  I  contend  for  is  and  nauft 

*  be  obferved.     This  country  fuperintends 

*  and  controuls  their  trade  and  navigation ; 

*  but  they  tax  themfelves.    And  this  diftinc- 

*  tion  between  external  and  internal  con- 
«  troul  is  facredand  infurmountable;  it  i( 

*  involved  in  the  abftraft  nature  of  things* 

*  Property  is  private,  individual,  abfolute. 

*  Trade  is  an  extended  and   complicated 

*  confideration:   it  reaches  as  far  as  (hips 

*  can  fail  or  winds  can  blow:    it  is  a  great 

*  and  various  machine.     To  regulate  the 

*  numberlefs  movements  of  its  feveral  parts, 

*  and  combine  them  into  efFe6l,  for  the  good 

*  of  the  whole,  requires  the  fuperintending 

*  wifdom  and  energy  of  the  fupreme  power 

*  in  the  empire.     But  this  fupreme  power 

*  has  no  eff'efcl  towards  internal  taxation; 

*  for  it  does  not  exift  in  that  relation :  therp 

*  is  no  fuch  thing,  nofuch  idea  in  this  con- 

*  ^Jlitution,  as  a  fupreme  power   operating 

*  upon  property.     Let  this  diftinflion  then 

*  remain  for  ever  afcertained;    taxation  is 

*  theirs,  commercial  regulation  is  ours,     M 
/  an  Am.erican  I  would  recognize  to  Eng- 

*  land  her  fupreme  right  of  regulatipg  com* 

*  merce 


€ 


*  To  fuch  united  force,  what  force  fhall 
^   be  oppofed? — What, my  Lords? — A  few 

*  regiment^  in  America,  and  feventeen  or 
'  eighteen  thoufand  men   at  home! — The 

*  idea  is  too  ridiculous  to  take  up   a  mo* 
' ,  ment  of  your  LordOiip's  time.  Nor  can 

*  fuch  a  national  and   principled  union  be 

*  refilled  by  the  tricks  of  ofBcie,  or  Minifte- 

*  rial  manoeuvre.  Laying  of  papers  on  your 

*  table,  or  counting  numbers  on  a  divifion, 

*  will  not  avert  or  poftpone  the  hour  of 
'  danger:  it  mull  arrive,  my  Lords,  unl^fs 

'  thefe 
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merce  and  navigation:  as  an  Englifhniaft     ^^^: 

by  birth  and  principle,  I  recognize  to  the    ""^^^^ 

Americans  their  fuprenie  unalienable  tjght 

in  their  property ;  a  right  which  they  are 

'  juftified  in  the  defence  of  to  the  laft  6ktre- 

^    mity.     To  maintain  this  principle, .  is Ahe 

^   common  caufe  of  the  Whigs  on  the  other 

^   fide  of  the   Atlantic,  and    on    on    this* 

"  'TIS  liberty  to  liberty  engaged,"  that  they 

'   will  defend  themfelves,  thbir  families,  and 

» 

*  their  country.     In  this  great  caufe  they 

•  are  iihmoveably  allied :  it  is  the  alKatice 
^  of  God  and  nature — immutable,  eternal- 
fixed  as  the  firmament  of  heaven. 
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^xltiL*    *  thcfc  fatal  afts  are  done  away;    it    mtifl 
'  arrive  in  all  its   horrors,  and  then  thefe 

•  boaftful  Minifters,  fpite  of  all  their  confi- 

•  dence,  and  all  their'  manoeuvres,  ftiali  be 

•  forced  to  hide  their  heads.    They  fball  be 

•  forced  to  a  difgraceful  abandonment  of 

•  their  prefent   meafures  and    principles, 

•  which  they  avow,  but  cannot  defend; 

•  meafures  which  they  prefume  to  attempt, 

•  but  cannot  hope  to  efFeflUate.     They  can- 

•  not  my  Lords,  they  cannot  ftir  a  ftep ;  they 

•  have  not  a  move*  left ;  they  are  ckeck-mcdecL 

•  But  it  is  not  repealing  this  aft  of  Pirii* 

*  An  allufion  to  the  game  of  Chefs.— t*h«  King  it 
the  objeCt  of  the  game;  and  therefore  the  moil  Va!u« 
able,  though  not  the  mo  ft  powerful,  piece  oii  the 
board.  Check-mate  is  that  fituation  where  he  is  f« 
weakly  fupported  by  his  pieces^  or  fo  entangled  hj 
their  injudicious  difpodtion^  that  he  cannot  efcape. 
This  danger  is  often  incurred  by  expoling  hiRifeif  too 
much,  and  tstking  too  aftive  a  part  in  the  game.  Vide 
Philidor.— It  is  certainly  a  nobld  arid  toyai  paftime* 
Charles  I.  Was  a&ually  playing  at  it  in  the  Scots 
camp«  when  intelligence  Was  brought  to  him  of  their 
final  refolution  to  betray  him*  In  due  praife  of  the 
royal  fteadinefs,  the  hi  dorian  obferves,-  that  "  he  con-« 
tinued  his  game  without  interruption/'  See  Hame'sr 
Hift«  of  England :  ««f  or,  as  Lord  Chathait  once 
called  it,  **  his  apglfff  for  the  Houfe  of  Stuart.** 

*  ament/ 


or  THE  EARL  OF  CHATHAM.  4C«, 

*  ainent,  it  is  not  repealing  a  /iec^  of  parch-  ^^^i; 
ment,  that  can  reftore  Ataerica  to  our  bo-   "^^ 

'  fom:  ,you  muft  repeal  her  fears  and  her 
'  refentments ;  and  you  may  then  hope  for 
^  her  love  ^d  gratitude.  But  now,  infult- 
^  ed  with  an  armed  force,  polled  atBofton; 
^  irritated  with  an  hoftile  array  before  her 
^  eyes,  her  conceffions,  if  you  could  force 

*  them,  would  be  fufpicious  and  infecure; 
*.  they  will  be  irato  animo;  they  will  not  be 

*  the  found  honourable  paffions  of  freemen; 
^  they  will  be  the  diftates  of  fear,  and  ex- 

'  tortions  of  force.     But  it  is  more  than 

*  evident,  that  you  cannot  force  them,  un* 

*  principled  and  united  as  they  are,  to  your 

*  unworthy  terms  of  fubmiflion—  it  is  im- 

*  poflible:  And  when  I  hear  General  Gage 
<  cenfured  for  inaftivity,  I  muft  retort  with 
«  indignation  on  thofe,  whofe  intemperate 
^  mcafures  and  improvident  councils  have 

*  betrayed  him  into  his  prefent  fituation. 

*  His  fituation  reminds  me,  my  Lords,  of  the 

*  anfwer  of  a  French  General  in  the  civil 

*  wars  of  France — Monfieur  Cond£  op- 
^  pofcd  to  Monfieur  Turenne:   he  was 

*  afked,  how  it  happened  that  he  did  not 
^  take  his  adverfary  pri(oner,  as  he  was  often 

'  very 
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cHAjp.  «  very  near  him:  "  J'ai  peur/*  wpii^d 
COND^,  very  honeftly,  '*  J'ai  peur  qu'il 
ne  me  prcnne  ;" — Tm  afraid  hdlitake  me. 

*  When  your  Lordfhips  look  at  the  pa- 
pers  tranfmitted  us  from  America ;  when 
you  conlider  their  decency,  firnmefs,  and 
wifdom,    you  cannot  but   refpeft   their 
caufe,   and  wifh   to  make  it  your  own. 
For  myfelf,   I   muft  declare  and  avow, 
that  in  all  my  reading  and  obfervation — 
and  it  has  been  my  favourite  ftudy — I 
have  read  Thucidydes,   and  have  ftudied 
and    admired   the   mafter-ftates    of   the 
world-— that   for  folidity  of  reafoning, 
force  of  fagacity,  and  wifdom  pf  conclu- 
fiori,    under  fuch  a  complication  of  dif- 
ficult cirCumftances,  no  nation,  or  body 
of  men,  can  ftand  in  preference  to  the 
general  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,     I  truft 
it  is  obvious  to  your  Lordftiips,  that  all 
attempts  toimpofe  fervitude  upon  fuch 
men,    to  eftablifli  defpotifm   over   fuch 
a   mighty   continental   nation^    muft    be 
vain,- muft  be  fatal.     We  fliall  be  forced 
ultimately  to  r€tra£i ;  let  us  retraft  while 
we  can,  not  when  we  muft.    1  fay  we 

•  muft 


^  mtift  neceflarily  undo  thde  violent- Op-  ^^^^n!* 
'  preffive  afts*:    <%y  imijh  he- r (pealed ^^--^ 
*-  jyoz^  we//  rcjftefl/  /A«m  ;  I  pkdge  /  myfe^fot 

•  e^,  that  you  will  in  th6  end  repeal  ihkmf  i 

*  Jtake  my  refrtitatim  on  it  :^I  rviU  ctmfent 
*s  to  be  taken  for  .an  idiot ^  if  tfuy  .are^jnot 

*  JinaUy  r^eakd.*^AvoiAy  then,  rthis.  hnmi- 

♦  liating,    difgraceful   nedeffity*      With  ar 

*  dignity  becoming  your  exalted  fituation^ 

*  make  the  .firft  advances  to  concord^  -ta 
f  peace,  and  bappinefs:  for  that  \%',ytMt 
••  true  dignity,'  to  aft  with  vprudence  and 
*.  juftice.  That  you.  fhould  .firft  concecfe,- 
<  is  obvious,  fix>m  found,  and  rational  po-^^ 
*.  licy .  Conceflion  comes  With,  better  gra^tf 
*,  and  more  falutary  efie6l  from  :li]peri6r 

•  power ;  it  reconciles  fupCTiority  of  po;v>irer 
^  with  the  feelings  of  men;  and eftabltfliis 
y  folid  confidence  on  the  foundations  of  af^* 

•  fedion  and  gratitude*  '    ^ 

*  A&A  of  Parliament  pafTed  in  t\it  pt^cediog  fttlfiotlf 
for  thutiing  up  the  port  of  Boflon^  altering  the  charter 
of  Maflachufett's  Bay,  &€•  The  noble  fpeaker'i  pte* 
dtfbion  was  ftriftly  veriiied  ;  the  repeal  of  ihefe  wBu-^i^ 
at  loft,  after  three  years  fruitlefs  Mra^^  fent  out  ^^  psiacc« 
offering  to  the  Congrcfs  of  America  j  by  whom  it  wai 
treated  with  contempt*  ' 

VOL.  !!•  D   d  ^  So 
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^xul^      /^  So  thought  a< wife  poet  and  aimfe  maii 
<"  in  political  fegacity ;  the  friend  of  Me* 

*  c^QaSy  and  the'eulogift  of  Auguftcis. — 
\  To  him,  the  adopted  fon  and  fiicceffor, 
'  the  firll  G^ar^  to  him,  the  mafler  of  the 

*  "World,  he  Wifely  urged  this  condu£l  of 
^^pmdence  and  dignity-;  **  Tuque  prior,  tu 

*  popce  ,•  projice  tela  numuJ^     ^ 

"  *  Every- motive,  therefore,  of  jufticeand 

*  of  policy,   of  dignity  axfd  of  prudence, 

*  urgcff  you  to  allay  the  feraient  in  Amc- 
Vrica— by  a  removal  of  your  troops  from 
'"  Bofton^»-by  a  repeal  of  your  a6b  of  Par* 

*  Iian)ent-^and  by  demonllration  of  arnica- 
'  ble  difpofitions  towards  youT  Colonies. 
« :(^the  other  hand,  every  danger  and  every 

*  Wizard  hnlpend,  to  deter  you  from  perie* 
••  Verance  in  yonr  prefent  rumoos  meafures. 

*  — Foreign  war  hanging  ov^r  your  heads 

*  by  a  flight  and  brittle  thread  :^  France 
***and  Spain  watching  your  conduft,  and 

*  waiting  for  the  i^aturity  of  your  errors  i 

*  -^wfth  a  vigilant  eye  to  America,    and 

*  the  temper  of  your  Colonies,  more  than 

*  to  their  own  concerns,  be  they  what  they 

*  n^ay.  - 

i  To 
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;*  Td  contludc,  my  hoi^t  If  this  Mi-  ^^^^ 

*  uifteiis.thiit  peifcvtdce  ja  wifadvifing  aiMl  ^^[Jj^* 

*  isn&tiidiitg  th6  Kbg,  I  will  not  iay^  that 

*  they  edit  aiiedtate  the  atfe£li<Mis  of  hisTab- 
»  jefts  from  his  cro\<rn ;  bi*t  I  wjll  affirm, 
-*  that  tfuy  ladll  make  the  crowh  not  wort-k 

*  Ms  'a)eialiriH^i--^l  ^\  iiioC  fay  th^  thft 
■  King  is  bi^trayedi  but  I  will  pi-Dnotihce« 
'  that  the  kingdom  is  iindsneJ 

'  '  '  -    '    .  •  .    i 

Here  k  wiU  not  be  kfiptoper  to  ot«r  a 
itw  e:tplanatoiry  pbfervations»  fiattk^^lf 
oa  the  preceding  fpeech*  ...-': 

-  The  tcadct  will  r^Colle^/that  th0  ^p^ort 
trfatck  Accompanied  the  preceding  fpeecbi 
lor  temovitig  his  Majefty's  troops  ftom 
Bofton>  was  Ufged.  by  the  .npble  Speakei^ 
jcxpieMy  on  the  ^prCuttd  of  pesiiet^  ac« 
commodating  the  ^fptite  with  Atnc^ca* 
He  will  retoenibet  that  the  only  ^lUid  p^ 
dilpute  then,  was  ike  taxation  ej  thai  ^oun* 
try  claimiedby  this;  the  attempted  exereife 
of  which,  had  produced  a  riot  at  Bofton. 
The  Independence  of  America  Was  ntJt  then 
in  contemplation:  unlefs  in  the  teV<9ries  ot 
D  d  2  kxevt* 
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'^xuir*  ^  reverend  writer*  on  the  fnbje^,  Tfrho 
maintained  a  propofition^  memorable  onl^ 
for  itsJ?ngt^/An(y,**  that*  the  independence 
of  America  would  be  a  beneficial  event  to 
England." — ^To  the  Americans  it  never  oc- 
curred,  unlefs  for  the  refutation  of  fbme 
injurious  fufpicions^  by  the  moft.'folemnj 
abfolute^  and  ffxpreffr  diiavpwaL 

The  noble  Lord's  motion  was,  however, 
reje£led :  and  hoftiiities^  tomnienced  at 
Lexington,  on  the  igth  of  the'f<rilow* 
ing  April*  \^.  . 

if  is  unneceflary  to  particularize  the  Tub- 
fequent  events.  They  are  toto  well  known, 
and  have  been  too  feverely  felt,  by  every 
friend  of  his  countfy*.'  "  Yeats  of  Cala^ 
^^  miiy  fatally  fulfil  the  prophecy  of  Lord 
Chatham.  The  Bititilh  Empire  has  fuf- 
tained  the  *'  mmeditubiie  vtUntu^*  which  his 

wtfdom  would  have  averted. How  he 

would  have  correfted  the  difbrder  at  its 

•  Dr.  Tucker. 

^  The  infinite  mimber'of  taxes  laid  upon  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  from  the  year  1775  to  the  year  J  785,  may 
be  juflly  imputed  to  the  American  war. 

crifis. 
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criJiSj  before  k  attained  its  defperate  inal%-  ^^th* 
nity,\will-,be  feen  in  his  Lordfhip's  fpeech, 
on  the^  eighteenth  of  November,  lyyy. 
His  Mdjefty's  fpeech  on  that  day  e^^pfelfed 
the  **  Qmfidmcd'  and  ''Hopes''  of  his  Minif- 
ters  J  and  they  may  fairly  ftand  in  cpntraft 
with  the  opinions  of  Lord  Chatham* 
^et  hiftory  form  the  comment* 


On  the  firfl;  day  of  February  1775,  Lord  Hiswiifor 
Chatham  offered  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  s^' 


ctrou« 
bles  in 


a  bill  for.qiiktii^  the  troubles  in  America,  America. 

iwJhich  he  introduced  with  faying,  '  that  he 
offered  it  as  "a  bqfis  for  averting  the  dan- 
gers which  now  threatened  the  Britifh 
empire ;  and  hei  hoped,  he  faid,  that  it 
would  meet  with  the  approbation  of 
every  fide  of  the  Houfe;  He  proceeded 
to  date  th6  urgent  neceflity  of  fucha 
plan :  as,  perhaps,  the  delay  of  a  few 
hours  might  for  ever  defeat  the  poffibiliiy 
of  any  -  foch.  conciliatory  intervention* 
He  reprefentied  Great  Britain,  and  Ame- 
rica as  drawa  up  in  martial  drray,  wait- 
ing for  4Jie  figoalto  pngageinacontefl, 
D  d  3  ^  in 
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^hAl  ^  ^  which  it  was  little  matter  for  whom 
y^^  ^  viftory  declared,  as  ruin  and  defl;rii6lion 
f  muft  he  the  inevitable  oonf^quenca  to 
^  both  partis.  He  wilhed, 'he  faid,  from 
^  a  principle  of  duty  and  afifeftion,  to  2i^ 
f  the  part  of  a  mediator.  He  faid^  how^ 
i  ever,  that  no  regard  for  popularity,  no 
^  predile6lion  for  his  country,  not  the  U^h 
,  ^  efteem  he  entertained  for  America  on  the 
^  one  hand,  nor  the  unalterable  fteady  re-. 

*  gard  he  entertained  for  the  dignity  of 
^  Great-Britain  on  the  other,  :ihDuId  at  all 
^.  influence  his  condu6l;  for  though  hd 
^  loved  the  Americains^  as^ini^aipriziiii^  aii4 
<  fetting  the  jufl;  value!  omdtat  jneilimahle 
^  bleflSng,  Liberty  jJ  yet'iB  Iro  ooiild  once 
^  bring  himfelf  to  be- perfiaaded,  that  they 
^  entertained  the  moft'diftaiit  intentions  of 
^  throwing  off  the  legiftative  fupremacy  and 
^:  great  conftitutional  fwperiritendfaig  power 
'.  andcontroul  of  the  Britiih  legiflature,  he 
^  {houldbethe  very  perfophimfelf,  who  would 

*  be  the  ftrll  »nd  jmplt  zealous,  mover  for 
^  &curing  and  enforoingj  diati  power  by 

*  evrfry  pofltfale  €KfirtiQ«  thifir  cauntry  was 
•-  capable  of  making.  ^^Hjsi  «BUinfed  to  hi:? 
i  former  arguQiQp^ts^  'Ch;>i/t^ 'grdbt  con§itu« 

al 
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tional  queftion,  of  t^atiqn  and  reprcfen-  ^xt^/ 
tation;  infifted  they  Wfa-c  infeparable,  ^^^|^ 
and  planted  fo  deeply  in  the  vital  princi* 
pies  of  the  conftkiution,  as  neyer  to  \^ 
torft  n^i  without  defti-pying  and  pqlling 
afurider  every  band  of  legal  government 
and  good  fakh,  which  formed  the  cement 
that  united  its  feveral  conftituent  parts  to- 
gether. He  intreated  the  afliftance  of 
the  Houfe  to  digeflr  the  crude  materials 
which  he  prefumed  to  lay  before  it,  and 
to  reduce  his  bill  to  that  formy  which 
was  ftjited  to  the  dignity  and  tlie  iiApoir- 
tance  of  th^t  fubje£i, .  and  to  the  gi-eat 
ends  to  which  it  was  ultimately  direflcd^  .  . 
He  called  on  them  lb  €xercife  their  can* 
dour  on  the  prefent  occafion,  and  depre- 
cated the.  effe6ls  of  party,  6r  prejudice ; 
of  factious  fpleen,  or  blind  predileftion. 
He  avowed  himfelf  to  be  a^uated  by  no 
narrow  principle,  or  perfonaj  confiderati- 
on  whatever ;  for  though  the  prefent  bill 
might  be  looked  upon  as  a  bill  of  concet 
fion,  it  was  impoffibje  but  to  confefs  at 
the  fame  tim6  that  it  was  a  bill  of  aF* 
fertion.'  .  , 

.   .      D  d  4  .The 
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^xui^'       The  following  is  an  authentic  copy  of 
'''^^J]^   thepropored 

' '       \  •      • 

*<  A  provifional  aft  for  fettling  the  troubles 
in  America,  and  for  afferting  the  fu- 
preme  legiflative  authority  and  fuperin- 
tending  power  of  Great  Britain  over  the 
Colonies. 

**  Whereas,  by  an  afl;  6  Geo.  III.  it  is 
declared,  that  Parliament  has  full  power 
and  authority  to  make  laws  and  (latutes  to 
bind  the  people  of  the  Colonies,  in  all 
cafes  whatfoever:  and  whereas  reiterated 
complaints  and  moft  dangerous  difbrders 
have  grown,  touching  the  right  of  tax- 
ation claimed  and  exercifed  over  America, 
to  the  difturbance  of  peace  and  good  order 
there,  and  to  the  aftual  interruption  of  the 
due  intercourfe  from  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  to  the  Colonies,  deeply  affefting 
the  navigation,  trade,  and  manufa6lures  of 
this  kingdom  and  of  Ireland,  and  an* 
nouneing  farther  an  interruption  of  all  ex« 
ports  from  the  faid  Colonies  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, Ireland,  and  the  Britifh  Iflands  in 
America:    Now,  for  prevention  of  thefe 

ruinouii 
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ruinoiis  mifchiefs,  and  in  order  to  an  equi-  ^x^^jf* 
table,  honourable,  and  lafting  fettlement  of 
claims  not  fufficiently  afcertained  and  cir- 
cumfcribed.  May  it  pleale  your  moft  Ex- 
cellent Majefty,  that  it  may  be  declared, 
and  be  it  declared  by  the  King's  moft  Ex- 
cellent Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  and  Commons  in  this  prefent 
Parliament  aflembled,  and  by  the  authori- 
ty of  the  fame,  that  the  Colonies  of  Ame- 
rica have  been,  are,  and  of  right  ought  to 
be,  dependent  upon  the  Imperial  Crown  of 
Great-Britain,  and  fubordinat?  unto  the 
Britifli  Parliament,  and  that  the  King's 
moft  excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the 
advic?  and  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal  and  Commons  in  Parliament 
aflembled,  had,  hath,  and  of  right  ought 
to  have,  full  power  and  authority  to  make 
laws  and  ftatutes  of  fufficient  force  and  va- 
lidity to  bind  the  people  of  the  Britifti  Co- 
lonies in  America,  in  all  matterjs  touching 
the  general  weak  of  the  whole  dominion  of 
the  ImperialCrown  of  Great  Britain,  and 
beyond  the  competency  of  the  local  repre- 
fcntauve  of  a  diftiuft  colony  \  and  moft  ef- 
#     .  pecially 
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^xul'  p^cialljr  an  indubitable  and   indiipenfibk 
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right  to  make  and  ordain  lavs  for  regulat- 
ing navigation  and  trade  throughout  the 
complicated  fyflem  of  firitifh  commerce; 
the  deep  policy  of  fuch  prudent  afls  up- 
holding  the  guardian  navy  of  the  whole 
Britifh  empire ;  and  that  all  fubje6ls  in  the 
Colonies  are  bound  in  duty  and  allegiance 
duly  to  recognize  and  obey  (and  they  arc 
hereby  required  fo  to  do)  the  fupreme  le- 
giflative  authority  and  fuperintending  power 
of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,    as 
aforefaid.    And  whereas^  in  a  petition  from 
America  to  his  Majefty,  it  has  been  repre- 
fented,   that  the  keeping  a  ilanding  army 
'within  any  of  the  Colonies,   in  time  of 
peace,   without  confcnt  of  the  refpeftive 
Provincial  Aficrably  there,  is  againll  law : 
Be  it  declared  by  the  King's   moft  Ex- 
cellent Majefty,  by  and  with  the  confent 
of    the    Lords    Spiritual   and   Temporal 
and  Commons  in  this  prefent  Parliament 
aflembled,.  that  the  Declaration  of  Right, 
at  the  ever-glorious  Revolution,  namely, 
*^  That  the  raifing  and  keeping  a  flaoding 
^rmy  within  the  kingdom,    in   time  of 
peace,  unlcfs  it  he  By  the  confent  of  Par- 

liaipent, 
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fiamerit^  k.  againft  law,"  having  reference  ^xu^" 
only  to  the  confent  of  the  Parliament  of  ^--^^-^ 
Great  Britain,  the  legal,  eonftitutional,  and 
liitherto  unqueftioned  prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  to  fend  any  part  of  fuch  army,  fo 
lawfully  kept,  to  any  of  the  Britiflx  doxnjh 
nions  and  poffelfioas,  whether  in  America 
or  elfewhetc,  asl  his  Majefty,  in  the  due 
care  of  hisf  fubje6ls,  may  judge  tie^eflary 
for  the  fecurity  and  pretefticMi  of  the  fame, 
cannot  be  rendered  dependent  upon  the 
confent  of  a  Provincial  Affembly  in  the 
CJolonics,.  without  a.  moft  dangerous. innor 
vation,  and  derogation  frow  the  dignity  of 
the  Imperial  Crown  of  Great^Britain,    Ne- 
vertbeleia,    in  order  to  quiet  and  difpei 
groundlefi  jealoufies  and  iears,  be  it  here^ 
by  declared.  That  no  military  force,  how- 
ever raifcd„   and  kept  according  to  law, 
can  ever  be  lawfully  employed  to  violate 
and  deftroy  the  juft  rights  of  the  people. 
Moreover,  iit  order  to  remove  for  ever  all 
caufes.  of  pernictous  difcord,   and  in  due 
contemplatioh  of  the  vift  increafe  of  polr 
fefltOQS.  and*  papulatiiO(n^  in  the  Colonies ; 
amlhaving^jft  heart  t^  mnd^^iithk  conditio^ 
^  fp;  grtat  A. body  of  induilwWf  fubjeaj; 
.^       3  therp 
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^xial'  "there  more  and  more  happy,  by  the  facred* 
**'"^'"^    nefe  of  property  and  of  perfonjJ  liberty, 
of  more  extenfive  and  lafling  utility  to  the 
parent  kingdom,  by  indiflbluble  ties  of  mu- 
tual afFetlion,  confidence,  trade,  and  reci- 
procal benefits.  Be  it  declared  and  ena6led, 
by  the  King's  moft  Excellent  Majefty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and  Com- 
mons in '  this  prefent  Parliament  aflembled, 
and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  enaQed  by 
the  anthority  of  the  fame.  That  no  tallage, 
tax,  or  other  charge  for  his  Majefty 's  reve- 
nue, fhall  be  commanded  or  levied,  from 
Britifh  freemen  in  America,  without  com- 
mon confent,   by  aft  of  Provincial  Aflem- 
bly  there,  duly  convened  for  that  purpofe. 
And  it  hereby  further  declared  and  enafted, 
by  the  King's  moft  Excellent  Majefty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and  Com- 
mons in  this  prefent  Parliament  aflembled, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame.  That  it 
ihall  and  may  be  lawful  for  delegates  from 
the  refpe6live  provinces,  lately  affembled 
at  Philadelphia,   to  meet  in  general  Con- 
grefs  at  the  faid  city  of  Philadelphia^  on 

the 
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tne  9th  day  of  May  next  enfuing,  in  order  ^xuif' 
then  and  there  to  take  into  confiderdtion     *^^^ 
the  making  due  recognition  of   the    fu- 
preme^  legiflative   authority  and  fuperin- 
tending  ipower  of  Parliament  over  the  Co- 
lonies^  as;aforefaid.    And  nroreover,  may 
it  pleafe  your  nloft  Excellent  Majefty,  that 
theifaid'OetegatGS^  to  be  in  Congrefs  af- 
fembled  inqmaiift^r;  ^orefeid,   may  be  re- 
qmifFed>  and'. the  "fame  are  hereby  required, 
by  the/King's  Majefty  fitting  in  his  Parlia!-. 
ment^  to  take  into^  confideration  (over  and 
above  the  ufuaf  charge  for  fapport  of  civil 
government  in  the  refpeftive  Colonies)  the 
making  a  free  grant  to  the  King,  his  heirs^ 
and  fucccflbrs;  of  a  certain  perpetual  reve- 
nue, fubjfea  to  the  difpofitiori  of  the  Britifh 
Parliament,  to  be  by  them  appropriated  af 
they  in  their  wifdbm  ftiall  judge  fit,  to  the 
alleviation  of  the  national  debt :   no  doubt 
being  bad  but  this  juft,  free  aid,  will  be  in 
fuch  honourable  proportion  as  may  feem 
meet  and  becoming  from  great  and  ilourifh- 
ing  colonies  towards  a  parent  country  la* 
bouring  under  the  heavieft  burdens,  which, 
in  no  inconfiderable  part,  have  been  wil* 
lingly  taken  upon  ourfelves  and  pofterity, 

for 
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^xlIl'  for  the  defence,  extenfion,  And  profpewty 
of  the  CJolonies.    And  to  tHs  great  isnd^ 
be  it  farther  hereby  declared  a»d  eoaOcd, 
that  the  general  Congrefs  (to  meet  at  Phi* 
ladelphia  as  afbrefaid)  {hall  be,  and  is  h^e* 
by  authorized  abd  empowerisd  (the  Dele- 
gates compofing  the  fame  being  firft  iufii* 
ciently  furnifhed  with  powers  foom  their 
refpettive  proyupices for  this  purpofe)  toad- 
juft  and  fix  the  proportiom  and  qaotaaof 
the  feyeral  diargesto  be  bosi^c  by  eacH 
province  refpettively,  towards  the  gencrai 
coniiibutory  fiipply  ^  and  this  in  ftickfeir 
and  eqaitable  meafure,  as  may  feeft  fsiit  the 
abrlitios  and  due  c^venience  of.  all :   Pno? 
yided  always,  tiaat  the  powers  for  &cik^ 
the  fpid  quota»>  hereby  given  to  the  ddk-» 
gatfes  from  the  old  provinces  compofing  the 
Congrefs,  fhall  not  extend  to  the  new?  pro^ 
vinces.  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida,  Gedz^ia^ 
Novd  Scotiai,  St.  John's,  and  Canada ;  the 
circumfbmces  and  abilities  of  the  ikid  pro^ 
vinces  being  referved  for  the  wifdom  of 
Pai-liaroent  in  their,  due  time.    And  in  or- 
der! to  afford  neceffary  time  for  mature  de- 
liberation in  Ameriija,    he  it  hereby  de- 
clared. That  the  provifio^s  for  afcfertaining 

and 
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and  fixing  the  exercife  of  the  right  of  tax-  ^xut 
ation  in  the  Colonies,  as  agreed  and  ex* 
preffed  by  this  prefent  aft,  fhall  not  be  in 
force,  or  have  any  operation,  until  the,  de-^ 
legates  to  be  in  Crongrefs  affembled,  falfi- 
ciently author ifed  and  empowered  by  their 
refpeftive  provinces  to  this  end^  fhalF^  a49 
an  indifpenfible  condition,  have  duly  re- 
cognifed  the  fupreme  legiflative  authority 
and  fuperintending  power  of  the  Parlia^ 
ment  of  Great  Britain  over  the  Colonic 
aforefaid :    Always  underftood.   That  the 
free  grant  of  an  aid,  as  heretofore  required 
and  expefted  from  the  Colonies,  is  not  to 
be  confidered  as  a  cpndition  of  redrefs,  but 
as  a  juft  teftimony  of  their  affeftion.     And 
whereas  divers   a£ls  of  Parliament   have 
been  humbly  reprefented^  In  a  petition  to 
his  Majefty  from  America,   to  have  been 
found  grievous,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  the 
fubje6ls  of  thie  Colonies,  be  it  hereby  de- 
clared by  the  King's  moft  Excellent  Ma^r 
jefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent 
of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and 
Commons  in  this  prefent  Parliament  aifemw 
bled,   and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame^ 
That  the  powers  of  Admiralty  and  Vice* 

Admiralty 
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^xui!*   Admiralty  Courts  in  America  fliall  be  re- 
^^JJ^  ftrained  within  their  ancient  limits,  and  the 
Trial  by  Jury,  in  all  civil  cafes,  whdre  the 
lame  may  be  aboKflied,    reftored  r    And 
that  no  fubjeft  in  America  fliall,  in  capital 
cafes,  be  liable  to  be  indifted  and  tried  for 
the  fatoe,  in  any  place  out  of  the  province 
wherein  fuch  offence  ftiall  be  alledged  to 
have  been  committed,  nor  be  deprived  of  a 
trial  by  his*  peers,  of  the  vicinage ;  nor  fhall 
it  be  lawful  to  fend,  perfons,  indifted  for 
iniirdcr  in  >ny  province  of  Anjerica,   to 
atnother  colony,  or  to  Great  Britain,  for 
trial.    And  be  it  hereby,  declared  and  en- 
afted,  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  all 
and  every  the  faid  a6ls,  or  fo  much  thereof 
as    are   reprefented  to   have  been   found 
grievous,  namely,  the  feveral  afis  of  the 
4th  Geo.  III.  ch.  15,  and  ch,  34. — ^5th  Geo. 
III.  ch*  25.-~6th  Geo.  IIL  ch.  52. — 7th 
Geo.  Ill    ch.  41.  and  ch.  46. — ^Sth  Geo. 
HI.  ch.  22.^ — 12th  Geo.  III.  ch.  24. — ^with 
the  three  afts  for  flopping  the  port,  and 
blocking  up  the  harbour  of  Bofl:on  ;  for  al- 
tering the  charter  and  government  of  Maf- 
fachufetts  Bay  ;   and  that  entitled.  Ah  aft 
for  the  better  adminiftration  of  juftice,  &c. ; 

alfo 
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alfo  the  a6l  for  regulating  the  government  ^xlIl* 
of  Quebec,  and  the  aft  pafled  in  the  fame  ""^^^ 
feflfion  relating  to  the  quarters  of  foldiers, 
fliall  be,  and  are  hereby  fufpended,  and 
not  to  have  effeft  or  execution,  from  the 
date  of  this  aft.  And  be  it  moreover 
hereby  declared  and  ena6led,  by  the  au- 
thority aforefaid.  That  all  and  every  the 
before-recited  arts,  or  the  parts  thereof 
complained  of,  (hall  be  and  are,  in  virtue 
of  this  prefent  aft,  finally  repealed  and  an- 
nulled,  from  the  day  that  the  new  recogni- 
tion of  the  fupreme  legiflative  authority 
and  fuperintending  power  of  Parliament 
over  the  Colonies,  ftiall  have  been  made  on 
the  part  of  the  faid  Colonies. 

And  for  the  better  fecuring  due  and  im- 
partial adminiftration  of  juftice  in  the  Co- 
lonies, be  it  declared  and  enafted  by  the 
King's  moll  Excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiri- 
tual and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  thig 
prefent  Parliament  affembled,  That  his  Ma- 
jefly's  Judges  in  Courts  of  Law  in  the  Co- 
lonies of  America,   to  be  appointed  with 

VOL.  II.  E  c  f44ric» 


*775. 


4ft«  ilirBCDOTtS  AND  SVmQOS 

^Jual'  falarics  by  the  Crown,  fliall  hold  their  dfEces 
^^  and  falarics  as  his  Majefty's  Judges  in  Eng- 
land, yi^^TTirfewT^  benegejferint.  And  it  is  here- 
by further  declared,  by  the  authority  afore- 
faid,  that  the  Colonies  in  America  are  juft- 
\y  entitled  to  the    privileges^    franehifes, 
and'  inlraunities   granted  by  their  feveral 
Charters   or  Conftitutiotis ;    and  that    the 
faid  Charters  or  Conftitutions  ought  not  to 
be  invaded  or  refumed,   urtlefs  for  mifufer, 
or  fome  legal   ground  of  forfeiture.      So 
fliall  true  reconcilement  avert  impehding^ 
calamities,  and  this  folemn  national  accord 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies 
ftand  an  everlafting  monument  of  clfemen-. 
cy  and  magnanimity  in  the  benignant  fa- 
ther of  his  people,   of  wifdom  and  mode- 
ration in  this  great  nation,  famed  for  hu- 
manity as  for  valour,    and  of  fidelity  and 
grateful  affeftion  from  brave  and  loyal  Co- 
lonies to  their  parent  kingdom,  which  will 
ever  proteft  and  cherifh  them." 

Lord  Sandwich  moved  to  rejefl  the 
Bill*  Lord  Gower  reprobated  the  Bill 
with  extraordinary  afperity.  The  Duke 
;  .  of 


Iff  fnk  tkit  or  ci!At!iAil.  4i| 

fe>f  GitAFtON  faid  the  Bill  was  uhpdrlia-   ^^j^fif- 
toentaiy.  '^ 

*  Lotd  Chatham  rfeplied  to  feveral  bb- 
^  jeSiorts  which  fell  from  the  members  of 

*  Admiaiftfatibn :   he  defcanted  with  equal 

*  huirioiir  and  feverity  upon  the  vety  ex- 
'  traordinary  logic  employed  by  the  noble 

*  Duke,   his  Quondam  colleague  in  office^ 
'  and   very  hurrible  fervant.      The  ndble 

*  Duke,    fays  his  Lordfhip^   is  extremely 
'  angry  with  me,  that  I  did  not  previoufly 

*  confult  him  on  the  bringing  in  the  prefent 

*  bill :    I  would  afk  the  noble  Duke^  does 

*  he  confult  me  ?     or  do  I  defifd  to  be 

*  previoufly  told  of  any  rhotions  dr  mea- 
'  fures   he  thinks    fit   to   propbfe   to   this 

*  Houfe  ?   His  Grace  feenis  to  be  much  of- 

*  fended  at  the  manner  this  bill  has  been 

*  hurried^  I  am  certain  he  could  hot  be 
'  ferious,  if  he  gave  himfelf  a  minute  to 
'  confider  how  the  cafe  really  ftands.  Here 
'  we  are  told^  that  America  is  in  a  ftate  of 
^  aftual  rebellion,  and  we  are  now  go  t  to 

*  the  ift  of  February,  and  ho  one  flep 
«  IS  taken  to  erufti  this  fuppofed  rebellion  J 

E  e  a  '  J€*# 
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^  xtiu    *  y^^»  ^^^^  being  the*  cafe,  I  am  charged 
'  with  hurrying  matters ;    but  whetlier  my 

*  conduft  may  be  more  juflly  charged  with 

*  hurrying  this^  bufmefs  into,  or  his  Grace 

*  with  hurrying  it  out  oF  the  Houle,  I  be- 

*  lieve  requires  no  great  depth  of  penetra* 

*  tion  to  difcover.    As  to  the  other  general 

*  objedions,  I  prefume  it  will  be  recollefl:- 
'  *  ed,  that  the  laft  day  I  fubmitted  the  pro- 

*  pofition  about  withdrawing  the  troops,  I 

*  then  gave  notice  that  I  would  prefent,  in 

*  a  few  days,  a  plan  of  general  recpncili- 

*  ation.     Eleven  days  have  iince  elapfed, 

*  and    nothing    has    been  offered  by  the 

*  Kings    fervants.       Under   fuch   circum- 

*  fiances  of  emergency  on  one  fide,  when, 

*  perhaps,  a  fingle  day  may  determine  the 

*  fate  of  this  great  empire ;   and  fuch   a 

*  fliaraeful   negligence,     total    inattention, 

*  and  want  of  ability  on  the  other,    what 

*  was  to  be  done  ?  No  other  alternative,  in 

*  my  opinion  remained,  but  either  to  aban* 

*  don  the  interefts  of  my  country,  and  re- 
'  linquifli  my  duty,    or  to  propofe   fome 

*  plan,    when  Miniftry,   by  their  inaftion 
'  a^d  filence,  owned  themfelves  incapable 

'  of 
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•  of  propofmg  any.      But  even    now  let    ^xluf* 

•  them  fpeak  out,   and  tell  me,  that  they 


have  a  plan  to  lay  before  us,  and  I  will 
give  them  an  example  of  candour  they 
are  by  no  means  defervingof,  by  inftantly 
withdrawing  the  prefent  Bill.  Tbeinde-, 
centattempt  toftifle  this  meafurein  embrio, 
may  promife  confequences  the  very  re- 
verfe  of  what  I  am  certain  will  be  the 
cafe.  The  friends  of  the  prefent  motion 
may  flatter  themfelves,  that  the  contents 
of  the  Bill  will  fink  into  filence  and  be 
forgotten,  but  I  believe  they  will  find  the 
contrary.  This  Bill,  though  rejeSed  here^ 
will  make  its  way  to  the  public,  to  the  na- 
tion,  to  the  remoteft  wilds  of  America  ; 
it  will,  in  fuch  a  courfe  undergo  a  deal  of 
cool  obfervation  and  inveftigation ;  and 
whatever  its  merits  or  demerits  may  be, 
it  will  rife  or  fall,  by  them  alone ;  it  will, 
I  trufl,  remain  a  monument  of  my  poor 
endeavours  to  ferve  my  country;  and 
however  faulty  or  defetlive,  will  at  leaft 
manifeft  how  zealous  1  have  been  to  avert 
the  impending  ftorms  which  feem  ready 
to  buril  on  it,  and  for  ever  overwhelm  it 
E  e  3  Mn 


,  49i  AKECI»OT£S  ANDSMECHES 

^  xuu    '  *"  ™i"-    Yet,  when  I  confider  the  whole 
"^^^    ^  cafe  as  it  lies  before  me,  I  am  not  much 

*  aftonifhed,  I  am  not  furprifed,  that  men 

*  who  bate  liberty,  fhould  dcteft  thofe  that 

*  prize  it ;  or  that  thofe  who  want  virtue 
f  themfelves,   fhould  endeavour-  to  profe- 

*  cute  thofe  who  pcffefs  it.    Were  I  dif- 

*  ppfed  to  purfue  this  theme  to  the  extent 
^  that  truth  would  fully  bear  me  out  in,  I 

*  could  demonftrate,  that  the  whole  of  your 
'  political  condud,  has  been  one  continued 

*  feries  of  weaknefs,   temerity,  defpotifmi 

*  ignorance,  futility,  negligence,  and  the 
f  moft  notorious  fervllity,  incapacity,  and 
^  corruption.  On  reconfideration,  I  muft 
^  allow  you  one  merit,  a  ftrift  attention  to 
'  your  own  interefls :  in  that  view  you  ap^ 
f  pear  found  ftatefmen,  and  able  politicians, 

*  You  well  know,   if  the  prefent  meafure 

*  Ihould  prevail,  that  you  muft  inftantly  re- 

*  linquifh  your  places.    I  doubt  much  whe- 
,    *  ther  you  will  be  able  to  keep  them  on 

*  any  terms :  but  fure  I  am,  that  fuch  is 
f  your  welUknown  charafters  and  abilities^ 

*  any  plan  of  reconciliation,  however  mo- 
f  fjerate,  wife,   and  feafible,  muft  fail  in 

f  your 
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?  your  hands.     Such  theii  being  your  pre-  ^xlIi!* 

*  carious  fituations,    who'fhould  wonder 

*  that  you  can  put  a  negative  on  any  mea* 
^  fure  which  muft  annihilate  your  power, 

*  deprive  you  of  your  emoluments,  and  at 

*  once  reduce  you  to  that  ftate  of  infigni- 
'  ficance,  for  which  God  and  Nature  de- 
f  figned  you  ?• 

The  Bill  was  rejefled,  and  not  fufFercd 
to  He  upon  the  table. 

Although  the  Bill  met  with  a  fate  fq 
unjuft  in  Parliament,  it  was  very  different* 
ly  received  by  the  jPublic.  On  the  tenth 
day  of  February,  the  Corporation  of  the 
.City  of  London  came  to  the  following  re^ 
folution. 

^'  That  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given 
to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  C^iathaM, 
for  having  offered  to  the  Houfe  of  Loi:ds 
A  plan  fpr  conciliating  the  differences 
which  unfortunately  fubfift  between  the 
Adminiftration  in  this  country  and  its  A- 
faerican  Colonies ;  ai^d  to  all  thofe  who 
£  e  4  fup* 
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^Atu    fupported  that  noble  Lord  in  fo  htimane 
^'"^^^    a  meafure." 

The  Town  Clerk  having  waited  on  Lord 
Chatham  with  the  abm^e  refolution,  his 
Lordlhip  returned  the  following  anfwer : 

"  Lord  Chatham  defires  the  favour  of 
Mr.  Town  Clerk  to  offer  my  Lord  Mayor, 
the  Aldermen,  and  Commons,  in  Common 
Council  affembled,  his  moft  refpetltul  and 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  (ignal 
honour  they  have  been  pleafed  to  confer 
on  the  mere  difcharge  of  his  duty,  in  a 
moment  of  impending  calamity. 

'^  Under  deep  impreflions  of  former 
marks  of  favourable  conftruftion  of  his 
condu£l,  during  the  evil  hour  of  a  dange« 
rous  foreign  war,  he  now  deems  himfelf 
too  fortunate  to  find  his  efforts  for  prevent- 
ing the  ruin  and  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  ap* 
proved,  honoured,  and  ftrengthened  by 
tbiB  firfl  Corporate  body  in  the  kingdom." 

Purin^ 
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During  the  remainder  of  the  feffion,  chaf. 
which  ended  on  the  26th  of  May,  1775,  '^-p^"^ 
Lord  Chatham  did  not  attend ;  nor  dur- 
ing the  fucceeding  feffion,  which  began  on 
the  26th  of  Oft.  1775,  *^^  ended  on  the 
23  d  of  May,  1776.  His  health  declined 
fo  £1^9  he  was  not  able,  ^ 
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CHAP.      XLIII. 

Duke    of    Grafton    resigns — L.oitB 
CHATHAM'S   Motion   and    speeches 

TO       DISCONTINUE       THE      AuERlCAJf 

War  ;,  and  repeal  all  the  Acts 
OF  Parliament  passed  since  the 
Year  1763. 

chap,     at  the  meeting  of  Parliament  towards 
^-^v-^.  '^  ^  the  end  ofOftober,  1775,   ^^^  Duke 
Duke     of  Grafton  being  convinced  of  the  hoftile 
^l^f!^^  meafures  of  the  Cabinet  againft  America, 
declared  that  his  confcience  forbade  him 
fupporting  thofe   meafures  in    Parliament, 
and,  therefore,  he  refigned  the  Privy  Seal ; 
which  was  thereupon  given  to  Lord  Dart- 
mouth,  and    Lord   George  Germain 
fucceeded  his  Lordfhip  as  Secretary  of  State 
for  America. 

On  the  thirteenth   day  of  May,    1777, 

Lord  Chatham  attended  the  Houfe   of 

Lords,  again,  to  make  another  motion,  de* 

precating    hoftilities   with  America.     He 

J)egan-r 

My 
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^  My  Lords,  this  is  a  flying  moment ;  per-  ^xtni'* 
haps  but  fix  weeks  left  to  arreft  the  dan-  ^"^^^^ 
gers  that   furround  us.      The   gathering  ci^^^^"^*!^,^ 
florm  may  break ;  it  has  ^ilready  opened,  'dtfcon-^* 
and  in  part  burst..    It  is  difficult  for  Go-  AmeVi 
vernment,    after  all  that  has   pafled,   to       ^' 
fliake  hands  with  defiers  of  the  King,  de^ 
fiers  of  the  Parliament,  defiers  of  the  Peo- 
ple.    I  am  a  defter  of  nobody  ;  but  if  an 
end  is  not  put  to  this  war,  there  is  an  end 
to  this  country.     I  do  not  truft  my  judge-, 
itient  in  my  prefent  ftate  of  health ;  this  is 
the  judgement  of  my  better  days  ;  the  re-, 
fult  of  forty  years  attention  to  America^  * 
They  are  rebels  ;  bnt  what  are  they  rebels 
for  ?  Surely  not  for  defending  their  un- 
queftionable  rights !  What  have  thefe  re- 
bels done  heretofore  ?    I  remember  when 
they  raifed  four  regiments  on  their  own 
bottom,  and  took  Louifbourg  from   the 
veteran  troops  of  France.     But  their  ex- 
ceffes  have  been  great,    I  do  not  mean 
their  panegyrip  ;   But  muft  obferve  in  at- 
tenuation, the  erroneous  and  infatuated 
counfels,  which  have  prevailed — the  door 
to  mercy  and  jullice  has  been  fliut  againft 
'4.  f  thein. 
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^xuii!"  *  them.    But  they  may  flill  be  taken   up 

*  upon  the  Grounds  of  their  former  fub- 

*  miflion.  [Referring  to  their  petitzon.'J  I  ftate 

*  to  you  the  importance  of  America  ;     it  is 

*  a  double-market ;  the  marketof  confump- 

*  tion,   and   the  market  of  fupply.     This 

*  double-market   for  millions,    with   naval 

*  ftores,  you  are  giving  to  your  hereditary 

*  rival.     America  has  carried  you  through 

*  four  wars,  and  will  now  carry  you  to  your 

*  death,  if  you  don't  take  things  in  time. 

*  In  the  fportfman's  phrafe,  when  you  have 

*  found  yourfelves  at  fault,  you  muft  try 
/  back.     You  have  ranfacked  every  corner 

*  of  Lower  Saxony ;    but  40,000  German 

*  boors  never  can  conquer  ten  times  the 

*  number  of  Britifh   freemen :    they  may 

*  ravage ;  they  cannot  conquer.  But  you 
'  would,  conquer,   you   fay!    Why,    what 

*  would  you  conquer — the  map  of  America? 
'  I  am  ready  to  meet  any  General  Officer 
'  on    the     fubje6l.       [Looking    at    Lord 

*  Amherst.]     What  will  you  do  out  of 

*  the  prote6lion  of  your  fleet  ?   In  the  win- 

*  ter,  if  together,  they  are  llarved ;  and  if 

*  difperfed  they  are  taken  off  in  detail.     I 

*  am  experienced  in  fpring  hopes  and  vernal 

•  promifes ; 
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promifes  ;  I  know  what  Miniflers  throw  xLm.* 
out ;  but  at  laft  will  come  your  equinoc-  ^^^^^ 
tial  difappointtrient.  You  have  got  no- 
thing in  America  but  Rations.  You  have 
been  three  years  teaching  them  the  art  of 
war.  They  are  apt  fcholars,  and  I  will 
venture  to  tell  your  Lordfhips,  that  the 
American  gentry  will  make  officers  enough 
fit  to  command  the  troops  of  all  the  Euro- 
pean powers.  What  you  have  fent  there, 
are  too  many  to  make  peace,  too  few  to 
make  wan  if  you  conquer  them,  what 
then  ?  You  cannot  make  them  refpeft  you ; 
you  cannot  make  them  wear  your  cloth. 
You  will  plant  an  invincible  hatred  in 
their  breasts  againft  you.  Coming  from 
the  flock  they  do,  they  can  never  refpett 
you.  If  Minifters  are  founded  in  faying 
there  is  no  fort  of  treaty  with  France, 
there  is  ftill  a  moment  left ;  the  point  of 
honour  is  ftill  fafe.  France  muft  be  as 
felf-deftroying  as  England,  to  make  a 
treaty  while  you  are  giving  her  America^ 
at  the  expence  of  twelve  millions  a  year. 
The  intercourfe  has  produced  every  thing 
to  France:  and  England,  old  England, 
muft  pay  for  all.   I  have  at  different  times  - 

•  made 
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xlhl'  '  made  difFerem  prdpofitbns/adapted  to  t}i« 

*  circumflances  in  which  they  were  offered- 

*  The  plan  contained,  in  the  former  bill,  is 

*  now  impraftible  ;  the  pr^fcnt  tnotion  will 

*  tell  you  where  you  are,  and  what  you  hav6 

*  now  to  depend  upon.     It  may  produce  a 

*  refpe6lable  divifion  in  America,  and  unan* 

*  imity  at  home.      It  will  give  America   ail 

*  option  ;  (he  has  yet  made  no  option.   You 

*  have  faid,  lay  down  your  arms,  and  (he 

*  has  given  you  the  Spartan  anfwer^  "  home^ 
'  take/' 

[^Here  he  read  his  mQtion] 

*^  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  preferited 
to  his  Majefty,  moll  dutifully  reprefenting 
to  his  royal  wifdom/  that  this  Houfe  is  deeply- 
penetrated  with  the  view  of  impending  ruin 
to  the  kingdom,  from  the  continuation  of 
an  unnatural  war  againft  the.Britifti  Colonies 
in  America  ;  and  moft  humbly  to  advife  his 
Majefty  to  take  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effec- 
tual meafures  fpr  putting  a  ftop  to  fucb 
fatal  hoftilities,  upon  the  only  juft  and  folid 
foundation,  namely  the  removal  of  accumu- 
lated grievances  ;  and  to  afl'ure  his  Majefty, 

that 
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that  this  Houfe  will  enter  upon  this  great  ^  ^jfj^' 
and  lieceffaty  work  with  chearfulnefs  and  ^^"^^^ 
difpatch^  ill  order  to  open  to  his  Majefty 
the  only  means  of  regaining  the  affeflions 
of  the  feritifll  Colonies,  and  of  fecuring  to 
Great  Britain  ^e  commercial  advantages 
of  thefe  valuable  poffeffions ;  fully  per- 
fuaded,  that  to  heal  and  to  redrefs,  will  bd 
more  con^gehial  to  the  goodnefs  and  mag-i 
llaniitiity  of  his  Majefty,  and  more  preva- 
lent over  the  hearts  of  generous  and  free- 
born  fubjefts,  than  the  rigours  of  chaftife- 
ment,  and  the  hdrrors  of  a  civil  war,  whith 
hitherto  have  ferved  only  to  ftiarpen  refent- 
ments  and  confolidate  union,  and,  if  c<^ 
tintied,  muft  end  in  finally  diflblving  all' 
ties  l>etween  Great  Britain  and  the  Cdlonies," 

Lord  CHATHAM^afterwairds  rpfe  to  ex- 
plain what  indeed  he  had  before  explained 
to  Lord  LVttleton.     'The  prppofal  is 

*  fpecific,      I  thought  this  fo  di^ar,  ti^jat  L 

*  did'  not  enlarge  upon  it,    I  njean  the  re-. 
'  drefsof  all  their  grievances^  Japd  the  riu^it. 

*  of  difpofing  of  their  own  na^ey,    *Thisis 

*  to  be  done  inftantaneoufly,  ?  I  wiU  get  out 

*  of  my  bed  to  move  it  on  Mgnday;    Thi^ 
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xunf"  '  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  herald  of  peace ;  this  will  open 

•  the  way  for  treaty ;  this  will  (hew  Parlia- 

•  ment  fincerely  difpofed.      Yet  ftill  much 

•  muft  be  left  to  treaty.     Should  you  con- 

•  querthis  people,  you  conquer  under  the 

•  cannon  of  France ;  under  a  maiked  battery 

•  then  ready  to  open.   The  moment  a  treaty 

•  with   France  appears,  you  muft  declare 
f  war,  though  you  had  only  five  ftiips  of 

•  the  line  in  England  ;  but  France  will  defer 

•  a  treaty  as  long  as  poffible.     You  are  now 

•  at  the  mercy  of  every  little  German  chan- 

•  eery ;    and  the  pretenfions  of  France  will 

•  increafe  daily;  fo  as  to  become  an  avowed 

•  paxty  in  either  peace  or  war.     We  have 

•  tried  for .  unconditional  fubmiffion  :    try 

•  what  can  be  gained  by  uncbnditional  re- 

•  drefs,      Lefs   dignity  will  be  loft  in  the 
^  repeal,  than  in  fubmitting  to  the  demands 

•  of  German  chanceries.     We  arc  the  ag- 

•  greflbrs.      We  have  invaded  them.     Wc 

•  have  invttfced  them  as  much    as  the  Span- 

•  ilh  armada   invaded    England.      Mercy 

•  *nnot  do  harm ;   it  will  feat  the  King 

•  where  he  oBght  to  be,   throned  on   the 

•  hearts  of  hit  ^pple ;  and  millions  at  home 

•  and  abroad^  ftow  employed  in  obloquy  or 

•  revdit,  would  pray  for  him. 

*  In 
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*  In  making  hismotion  for addrefling the  •  xunf 

*  King,  he  infifted  frequently  and  ftrongly   ''^T^ 
'  on  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  immediately 

*  making  peace  with  America.      Now,  he 

*  faid,  was  the  crifis,   before  France  was  a 

*  party  to  the  treaty.    This  was  the  only 
'  moment  left  before  the  fate  of  this  coun- 

*  try  was  decided.     The  French,  court,  !ht 

*  obferved,  was  too  wife  to  lofe  the  oppor* 

*  tunity  of  effeSuaily  feparating  America 
^  from  the  dominions  of   this    "kingdom. 

>  War  between  France  and  Great  Btritaia, 

*  he  faid,  was  not  lefs)  probable  becaufe  it 

*  had  not  yet  been  declared :  it  would  be 
-<  folly  in  France  to  declare  it  now,  while 

*  America  gave  full  employment  to  our 

*  arms,  and  was  pouring  into  her  lap  her 
^  wealth  and  produce ;  the  benefit  of  which 

*  fhe  was  enjoying  m  peace.      He  enlarged 

*  much  on  the  importance  of  America  to 
«  this  country,  which,  in  peace  and  in  war 

*  he  obferved,  he.  ever  confidered  as  the 

*  great  fource  of  all  our  wealth  and  power, 

*  And  then  added  [raifing  hi^'voice^  "  Your 

*'  trade  languilhes,  your  taxes  increafe,  your 

/^  revenues  diminifh;  France,  at  this  mo- 

^^  ment,  is  fee uring  and  drawing  to  herfelf 

VOL.  n.  F  f  *^  that 
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xLHi*  *^  ^^^^  commerce,   which  created  your  fea* 
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men,  fed  your  iflands,    &c."  ^  He  repro- 

*  bated  the  meafures  which  produced,    and 

*  which  have  been  purfued  in  the  condu6l 

*  of  the  civil  war,  in  the  f^vereft  language ; 

*  infatuated  meafures  giving  rife,  {^nd  ftill 

*  continuing  a  cruel,  unnatural,  felfdeflroy- 
^  ing  war.     Succefs,'  it  is  faid,  is  hoped  for 

*  in  this  campaign.     Why?    Becaufe  our 

*  army  will  be  as  ftrong  tliis  year  as  it  was 

*  laft,  when  it  was  not  ftrong  enough.  The 

*  notion  of  conquering  America  he  treated 
^  with  the  greateft  contempt.' 

Lord  GowER,  and  other  Lords  in  Ad, 
miniftration,  condemned  the  motion  in  the 
fevereft  terms  :  and  Lord  Hiljlsborough 
affefting  not  to  underftand  it.  Lord  Chat- 
ham rofe  a  fecond  time,  and  faid, 

*  I  will,  with  your  Lordfhip's  permiflion, 

*  ftate  {hortly  what  I  meant.  My  Lord,  my 
^  motion  was  ftated  generally,  that  I  might 
f  leave  the  queftion  at  large  to  be  amended 

*  by  your  Lordftiips.  I  did  not  dare  to 
^  point  out  the  fpecific  means.  I  drew  the 
f  motion  up  to  the  beft  of  my  ppor  abilities ; 

^  but 
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*  but  I  intended  it  only  as  the  herald  of  con-   xun'* 
^  ciliation,    as   the    harbinger  of  peace  to 
'  our  afflifled  Colonies.     But  as  the  noble 

*  Lord  feems  to  wifli  for  fomething  more 
^  fpecific  on  the  fubjeft,  and  through  that 

*  medium  feeks  my  particular  fentiments; 
'  I  will  tell  your  Lordfhips  very  fairly  what 
'  I  wifh  for.     I  wifh  for.  a  repeal  of  every 

*  oppreflive  aft  which  your  Lordftiips  have 

*  pafTed  firice  1763.  I  would  put  our  bre- 
'  threh  in  America  precifely  on  the  fame 
'  footing  they  flood  at  that  period.    I  would 

*  expeft,  that  being  left  at  liberty  to  tax 

*  themfelves,  and  difpofe  of  their  own  pro- 

*  perty,  they  would  in  return  contribute  to 

*  the  common  burthens,  according  to  their 

*  means  and  abilities.     I  will  move  your 

*  Lordfhips  for  a  bill  of  repeal,  as  the  only 
^  means  left  to  arrefl  that  approaching  de- 

*  flruClion  which  threatens  to  overwhelm 
'  us.— My  Lords,  I  fhall  no  doubt  hear  it 

*  objefted,  Why  fhould  we  /fubmit  or  con- 
'  cede  ?  Has  America  done  any  thing  on 
'  her  part  jo  induce  us  to  agree  to  fo  large 
^  a  ground  of  conceiTion  ?  I  will  tell  you, 
^  my  Lords,  why  I  think  you  fhould.  You 
^  have  been  the  aggreffors  from  the  begin- 

F  f  2  *  ning 
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^5^11".   '  ^^^K*    ^  ^^''  "^^  trouble^  your  Lordfiiips 
^  with  the  particulars  ;  they  have  been  ftat-i 

*  ed  and  enforced  by  the  noble  and  learned 

*  Lord,    who  fpoke   laft   but  one,  (Lord 

*  Camden,)  in  a  much  more  more  able  and 

*  diftin6l  manner  than  I  could  pretend  to 
«  ftate  them.  If,  then^  we  are  the  aggref- 
'  fors,  it  is  your  Lordfhips  bufiijefs  to  make 

*  the  firft  overture,  I  fay  again,  this  coun* 
'  try  has  been  the   aggreflbn     You  have 

*  made  defcents  upon  their  coafts  ;  you  have 
<  burnt  their  towns,  plundered  their  coun- 
«  try,  made  war  upon  the  inhabitants,  con-. 

*  fifcated  their  property,-  profcribed   and 

*  imprifoned  their  perfons,     I  do  therefore. 

*  affirm,  my  Lords,  that  inftead  of  exafting 

*  unconditional  fubmilfion  from  the  Colo- 

*  nies,  we  (hould  grant  them  unconditional 
^  redrefs.    We  have  injured  them  ;  we  have 

*  edeavoured  to  enflave  and  opprefs  them. 

*  Upon  this  ground,  my  Lords,  inftead  of 

*  chattif'ement,   they  are  entitled  to  redrefs. 

*  A  repeal  of  thofe  laws,   of  which   they 

*  complain,  will  be  the  firft  ftep  to  that  re- 
^  drefs.     The  people  of  America  look  upon 

*  Parliament  as  the  authors  of  their  miferies ; 

*  their  affetiions  are  eftranged  from  their 

*  Sovereign. 
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•Sovereign.     Let^  then,  reparation  come    xlul 

•  from  the  hanijs  that  inflitted  the  injuries ; 
'  let  conciHation  fucceed  chaflifement ;  and 

•  I  do  maintain,  that  Parliament  will  again 

•  recover  its  authority ;  that  his  Majefty 
«  will  be  once  more  enthroned  in  the  hearts 
'-  of  hrs  American  fubjefts  ;  and  that  your 
*- Xiordfhips,  as  contributing  to  fo  great, 
f  glorious,-  falutary,  and  benignant  a  work, 

•  will  receive  the  prayers  and  benedi6lioiiS 

•  of  evex;y  part  of  the  Britiih  empire/ 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

.The  feflion  ended  on  xhe  fixth  day  of 
June  1777. 
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CHAP.     XLIV. 


LORD  CHATHAM^S  SPEECH  ON  THE  AD- 
DRESS, AND  HIS  AMENDMENT — ON  THE 
EMPLOYMENT  Of  THE  INDIANS  IN 
NORTH  AMERICA — ON  THE  RETURN 
OF  THE  ARMY — ON  THE  CAPTURE  OF 
GENERAL  BURGOYNE's  ARMY — HIS  MO- 
TION ON  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  THE  IN- 
DIANS— HIS  SPEECH  AGAINST  A  MO- 
TION TO  ADJOURN. 


CHAP.    "PARLIAMENT  met  on  the  i8th  day  of 

XLIV  I  ^^ 

November  1777.  The  war  with  Ame- 
rica becoming  every  day  more  critical.  Lord 
Chatham,  though  he  had  fcarcely  ftrength 
to  move,  forefeeing  the  fatal  confequences 
of  it,  was  exceedingly  ardent  in  his  wifh  to 
arreft  the  evil,  in  any  Hate  of  its  progrefs. 
He  therefore  attended  on  the  firft  day  of  the 
Seflion.  Lord  Percy  having  moved  the 
Addrefs,  Lord  Chatham  rofe  in  a  little 
time  after. 
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^  I  rife,  my  Lords/  he  faid*, '  to  declare    ^^liv'- 

*  my  fentiments  on  this  moil  folemn  and   *-^^ 

*  ferious    fubjeft.     It  has   impofed  a  load  chathli-. 

*  upon  my  mind,  which,  I  fear,  nothing  can  ^^^hc  '''' 
'  remove;  but  which  impels  me  to  endeavour 

*  its  alleviation,  by  a^  free  and  unreferved 
^  communication  of  my. fentiments* 

*  In  the  firft  part  of  the  Addrefs,  I  have 

*  the  honour  of  heirtily  cpncurrjng  with. 

*  the  noble  Earl  who  moved  it.     No  man 

*  feels  fincerer  joy  than  I  do  ;  none  can^of- 

*  fer  more  genuine  congratulation  on  every 

*  adceffion  of  ftrength  to  the  Proteftant  fuc- 

*  ceffion  •    I  therefore  Join  in  evety  congra- 

*  tulation  on  the, birth  of  another  princefs^ 

*  and  the  happy  recovery  of  her  Majefly. 

*  But  I  fnuft  ftop  here  ;    tny  courtly  com- 
'  plaifance  will  carry  me  no  further :   I  will 

*  not  join  in  congratulation  on  misfortune 
^  and  difgrace  :  I  cannot  concur  in  a  blind 

*  and  fervile  addrefs,  which  approves,  and    , 
'  endeavours  to   fanftify,    the    ttionftrous 

^  meafures  that  have  heaped  difgrace  and 

*  This  fpeech  was  taken  by  the  fame  gentleman  who 
took  that  pf  the  20th  of  January  17751  and  has  beca^ 
equally  eileemed  for  its  accuracy. 

I  f  4        '  misfortune 
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^xLiv'  *  loisfortune  upon  us-*-that  have  brought 

*  ruin  to  our  doors.     This,  my  Lords,  is  a 

*  perilous  and  tremendous  moment!   It  is 
'  not  a  time  for  adulation.     The  fmooth- 

*  ncfs  of  flattery  cannot  now  avaiI-*.cannot 
'  fave  us  in  this  rugged  and  awful  crifis. 

*  It  is  now  neceffary  to  inftrufct  the  Throne 

*  in  the  language  of  truth.    We  muft  difpel 
'  the  delufion  and  the  darknefs  which  enve- 

*  lope  it ;  and  difplay,  in  its  full  danger  and 
/  true  colours^  the  ruin  that  is  brought  to 

*  our  doors. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  is  our  duty ;  it  k  the 
^  proper  funftion  of  this  noble  aflembly,  fit- 
'  ting,  as  we  do,  upon  our  honours  in  this 

*  houfe,  the  hereditary  council  of  the 
'  crown :  And  who  is  the  minifter — wh^e  is 

*  the  minifter,  that  has  dared  to  fuggeft  to 
t  the  Throne  the  contraiy,  unconftitutional 
'  language,  this  day  delivered  from  it?— 

*  The  accuftomed  language  from  the  Throne 

*  has  been  application  to  Parliament  for 
'  advice,  and  a  reliance  on  its  conftitutional 
^ ,  advice  and  afTiftance :  as  it  is  the  right  of 
'  Parliament  to  give,  fo  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
'  crown  to  afk  it.    But,  on  this  day,  and  in 

'  this 
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*  this   extreme  momentous  exigency,    no    ^liV* 

*  reliance  is  repofed  on  our  Conftitutional 

*  counfels !   no  advice  is  alked  from  the  fo- 
'  ber  and  enh'ghtened  care  of  Parliament ! 

*  But  the  Crown,  from  itfelf,  and  by  itfelf, 

*  declares  an  unalterable  determination  to 

*  purfue  meafures— and  what  meafures,  my 
'  Lords  ?— The  meafures  that  have  produ-* 

*  ced  the  imminent  perils  that  threaten  us ; 

*  the  meafures  that  have  brought  ruin  to 
'  our  doors. 

'  Can  the  minifler  of  the  day  now  pre- 

*  fume  to  expeft  a  continuance  of  fupport, 

*  in  this  ruinous  infatuation?  Can  Parlia* 

*  ment  be  fo  dead  to  its  dignity  and  its  duty, 

*  as  to  be  thus  deluded  into  the  lofs  of  the 
'  one,  and  the  violation  of  the  other  ? 

To  give  an  unlimited  credit  and  fupport 

*  for  the  Jleady  perfeverance  in  meafures  j 

*  that  is  the  word  and  the  condufl 

'  propofed  for  our  parliamentary  advice, 

*  but  didated  and  forced  upon  us — in  mea- 
'  fures,  I  fay,  my  Lords,  which  have  redu- 

*  ced  this  late  flouriftiing  empire  to  ruin  and 
'  contempt ! — "  Butyejlerdoy,  and  England 
'*  migkt  have  Jlood  a^ainjl  the  world :   now 

*  none 
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^xltw    "  ^^^^  I^  P^^^  '^  ^^  ^^^  reverence!^  ^  I  ufe 

*  the  words  of  a  poet ;  but  though  it  be 
'  poetry,  it  is  no  fidion.  It  is  a  fhameful 
\  truth,  that  not  only  the  power  and  flrength 

*  of  this  country  are  walling  away  and  ex- 
^  piring;  but  her  well-earned  glories,   her 

*  tiue     honour,    and    fubflantial    dignity, 

*  are  facrificed.  France,  my  Lords,  has 
^  infulted  you ;  fhe  has  encouraged  and  fuf- 
'  tained  America  ;  and  whether  America  be 

*  wrong  or  right,  the  dignity  of  this  dountry 
'  ought  to  fpurn  at  the  officious  infult  of 

*  French  interference.  The.  minifters  and 
'  ambaffadors  of  thofe  who  are  called  rebels 

*  and  enemies,  are  in  Paris  ;  iri  Paris  they 
^  tranfaft  the  reciprocal  interefts  of  Ame- 
^  rica  and  France.     Can  there  be  a  more 

*  mortifying  infult?  Can  even  out  minifters 
'  fuftain  a  more  humiliating  difgrace?    Do 

*  they  dare  to  refent  it  ?    Do  they  prefume 

*  even  to  hint  a  vindication  of  their  honour, 

*  and  the  dignity  of  the  ftate,  by  requiring 
'  the  difmiffal  of   the  plenipotentiaries  of 

*  America  ?  Such  is  the  degradation  to 
'  which  they  have  reduced  the  glories  of 
^  England !  The  people,  whom  they  affeft 

*  to  call   contemptible  rebels,    but  whofe 
4  •  growing 
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^  growing  power  has  at  laft  obtained  the  ^xiAv! 

*  name  of  enemies  ;  the  people  with  whom  ^^y^,'^ 

*  they  have  engaged  this  country  in  war, 

*  and  againft  whom  they  now  command  our 
'  implicit  fupport  in  every  meafure  of  def- 
*•  perate  hoftility :    this  people/  defpifed  as 

*  rebels,  or  acknowledged  as  enemies,  are 

*  abetted  againft  you,  fupplied  with  every 
'  military  ftore,   their  interells  confulted, 

*  and   their  ambafladours  entertained,   by 

*  your  inveterate  enemy !  and  our  minifters 

*  dare  not  interpofe  with  dignity  or  effeft. 
'  Is  this  the  honour  of  a  great  kingdbni  ? 
'  Is  this  the  indignant  fpirit  of  England, 
'  who,  "but  yefterday/'  gavelaw  to  the 
^  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ?  My  Lords,  the  dig- 

*  nity  of  nations  demands  a  decifive  conduft 

*  ia  a  fituation  like  this.  Even  when  the 
'  greateft  prince  that  perhaps  this  country 
'  ever  faw,  filled  our  throne,  the  requifi- 
'  tion  of  a  Spanifli  general,  on  a  fimilar  fub- 
'  jeft,  \vas  attended  to,  and  complied  with  ; 
'  for,  on  the  fpirited  remonftrance  pf  the 

*  duke  of  Alva,  Elizabeth  found  herfelfobli- 

*  ged  to  deny  the  Flemifli  exiles  all  counte* 
'  nance,  fupport,  or  even  entrance  into  her 

*  dominions ;    and   the    Count  le  Marque, 

'  with 
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xLivf'  *  ^^t^  ^^5  f^''^  defperate  followers,  was  ex- 
^'^^^  *  pelled  the  kingdom.     Happening  to  ar- 

*  rive  at  the"  Brille,   and  finding  it  weak  in 

*  defence,  they  made  themfelves  mafters  of 

*  the  place :   and  this  was  the  foondatiod 

*  of  the  United  Provinces* 

*  My  Lords>  this  ruinous  and  ignominious 

*  fituation,  where  we  cannot  a£l  wkh  fuc- 
*'  cefs,  nor  fufFer  with  honour,  calls  upon  us 
'  to  remonftrate  in  the  ftrongell  and  loudeft 
*•  language  of  truth,  to  refcue  the  ear  of 

*  Majefty  from  the  delufions  which  furround 

*  it.      The  defperate  ftate  of    our  arms 

*  abroad  is  in  part  known:   no  man  thinks 

*  more  highly  of  them  than  I  do :  I  love  and 
'  honour  the  Englifh  troops  t  I  know  their 

/  virtues  pnd  their  valour  t  I  know  they  can 
^  achieve  any  thing  except  impoffibilities; 

*  and  I  know  that  the  conqueft  of  Englifh 

*  America  is  an  impoffibility.    You  cannot, 

*  I  venture  to  fay  it,  you  cannot  conquer 
^America,     Your  armies  laft  war  effeded 

*  every  thing  that  could  be  effefted;    and 

*  what  was   it?     It  coft  a  numerous  army, 

*  imder  the  command  of  a  moft  able  gene- 

•  ral, 
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ral*,  now  a  noble  Lord  in  this  houFe,  a  ^xuvT' 
long  and  laborious  campaign,  to  expel  ^"^^^"^ 
five  thoufand  Frenchmen   from  French 

*  America.  My  Lords,  ^^w  cannot  conquer 
^  America.,  What  is  your  prefent  fituation 
^  there?  We  do  not  know  the  worft;  but 
^  we  know,  that  in  three  campaigns  we  have 

*  done  nothing,  and  fufFered  much.  Be* 
^  fides  the  fufFerings,  perhaps  total  hfs^  of 

*  the  Northern  force t;  the  beft  appointed 
^  army  that  ever  took  the  fie*ld  commanded 
^  by  Sir  William  Howe,  has  retired  from 
^  the  American  lines;  he  was  *  obliged  to  re- 

*  linquiOi  his  attempt,  and  with  great  delay 
^  and  danger,  to  adopt  a  new  and  diftant 
'  plan  of  operations.     We  fljall  foonknow, 

*  and  in  any  event  have  reafon  to  lament, 

*  what  may  have  happenied  fince.     As  to 

*  conqueft,  therefore,  my  Lords,  I  repeat, 

♦  Sir  Jeffery  (now  Lord)  Amhbast. 

+  General  Burgovke'<  arhiy.  The  hi  (lory  of  it  i% 
fliort-—Moft  of  its  Urivcft  officers  fell ;  and  about  half  itt 
numbers :  the  rest  furrendered  to  the  enemy  on  the  171!! 
of  Oftober,  1777.  See  the  Gazettes.-— The  account  of  this 
total  lofsy  as  the  noble  fpeaker's  prefctence  e^^preffed  it  01% 
the  iBth  of  Novemberi  arrived  in  England  in  the  begia<« 
.  &ing  df  December. 

•  it 
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CHAP.  *  it  is  impoffible. — You  may  fwell every  ex- 

*  pence/and  every  effort,  ftill  more  extrava- 

*  gantly;  pile  and  accumulate  eyery  aflift- 

*  ance  you  can  buy  or  borrow;  traffic  and 
'  barter  with  every  little  pitiful  German 
'  prince^  that  fells  and  fends  his  fubj efts  to 

*  the  fhambles  of  a  foreign  prince;  your 
^  efforts  are  for  ever  vain  and  impotent — 
'  doubly  fo  from  this  mercenary  aid  on 
'  which  you  rely;    for  it  irritatps,  to  an  in- 

*  curable  refentment,  the  minds  of  your  ene- 

*  mies — to  over-run  them  with  the  merce- 

*  naryfohs  of  rapine  and  plunder;  devot- 
'  ing  them  and  their  poffeflTions  to  the  rapa- 
'-  city  of   hireling  cruelty !    If  I  were  an 

*  American,  as  1  am  an  Englifhman,  while 

*  a  foreign  troop  was  knded  in  my  coun- 
<  try^  I  never  would  lay  down  my  arms — 
*^  never— never— never. 

'  Your  own  army  is  infefled  with  the  con- 

*  tagion  of  thefe  illiberal  allies.  The  fpirit 
'  of  plunder  and  of  rapine  is  gone  forth 
f  among  them.     I  know  it — and  notwith- 

*  .{landing  what  the  noble  Earl*,  who  moved 

♦  Lord  Percy, 

Mhe 
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the  addrefs,  has  given  as  his  opinion  of  out  ^^^^y; 
American  army,  I  know  from  authentic 
iaformation,  and  the  mf)/i  experienced 
officers^  that  our  difcipUne  is  deeply 
wounded,  Whilfl  this  is  notorioufly  our 
finking  fituation,  America  grows  and  flou- 
rilhesL  whilfl:  our  ftrength  and  dircipline 
are  lowered,  theirs  are  rifing  and  im» 
proving. 

\  But,  my  Lords,  who  is  the -man,  that  in 
addition  to  thefe  difgraces  and  mifchiefs  ' 
of  our  army,  has  dared  to  authorife  and 
aflbciate  to  our  arras  the  tomahawk  and 
fcalping-rknife  of  theTavage?  To  call 
into  civilized  alliance,  the  wild  and  inhu- 
man favage  of  the  woods ;  to  delegate  to 
the  mercilefs  Indian,  the  defence  of  dif- 
puted  rights ;  and  to  wage  the  horrors  of 
his  barbarous  war  againft  our  brethren  ? 
My  Lords,  thefe  enormities  cry  aloud  for 
redrefs  and  punifhment;  unlefs  thorough- 
ly done  away,  it  will  be  a  flain  on  the 
national  charatler — it  is  a  violation  of  the 
Confl:itution — I  believe  it  is  againft  la\^. 
It  is  not  the  leaft  of  our  national  misfor- 
tunes, that  the  ftrength  and  chara6ler  6f 

•  our 
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xi.ArT'   *  ^^^  army  are  thus  impaired ;  infe6led  with 
the  mercenar)^  fpirit  of  robbery  and  rapine 
— familiarized    to    the  horrid  fcenes    of 
favage  cruelty,  it  can  no  longer  boaft  of 
the  noble  and  generous  principles  which 
dignify  a  foldier;   no  longer  fympathize 
with  the  dignity  of  the  royal  banner,  nor 
feel  the  pride,  pomp,  and  circumftanceof 
glorious  war,  *^  that  make  ambition  vir- 
tue!"     What  makes  ambition  virtue  ? — 
the  fenfe  of  honour.     But  is  the  fenje  of 
honour  confiftent  with  a  fpirit  of  plunder, 
or  the  praSice  of  murder?     Can  it  flow 
from  mercenary  motives,  or  can  it  prompt 
to  cruel  deeds?     Befides  thefe  murderers 
and  plunderers,  let  me  afk  our  Miniflers, 
what    other    allies  have  they  acquired? 
What  other  powers  have  they  affociated  to 
their  caufe?      Have  they  entered   into 
alliance  with  the  king  of  the  gypjies?    No- 
thing, my  Lords,  is  too  low  or  too  ludi- 
crous to  be  confiftent  with  their  counlels. 


*  The  independent  views  of    America 
«  have  been  ftated  and  afTerted  as  the  foun* 
dation  of  this  addrefs.     My  Lords,  no 
man  wiflies  more  for  the  due  dependence 

^of 
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«  of  America  on  this  country  mOre  thsrti  I  ^xtfy!* 

*  do.    To  preferve  it,  and  not  confirm  that '  "^^S^^ 

*  ftate  of  independahce  into  which  your 
"*  meafiires  hitherto  have  driven  thtm,  is  the 

*  objeft  which  we  ought  to  unite  in  attain- 

*  ing.      The    Americans,    contending  for 

*  their  rights  agaiiift  the  Arbitrary  exaftions, 

*  1  love  and  admire;  it  is  the  ftruggle  of  free 
^  and  vincious  patriots :  but  contending  for 

'*  independency    and    total    difconnettion 

*  frow  England,  asahfenglilhman,  I  cannot 
^  wilh  them  fuccefs;    for,  in  a  due  conftitu- 

*  tiond  dependency,  including  the  ancient 
'  fupremacy  of  fhis  country  in  regulating 

*  iheif  co^iiimfefcfe  and  navigation,  cbnfifts 
*'  the  mutual  happinefs  and  profp'erity  both' 

*  of  England  grid  America.  She  derived 
^  afTiftanCe  arid'prdteflioh  frorii  us;  and  we 

*  reaped  from  her  the  moft  important  ad- 

*  vantages: — She  was,  indeed,  the  fountain 

*  of  our  wealth,  the  nerve  df  our  ftrehgth, 

*  the  riurfery  and  bafis  of  our  naval  power, 
'  It  is  our  duty,  therefore,  my  Lords,  if  we 
'  wifh  to  fave  our  country,  mofl!  ferioufly  to 

*  endeavout  the    recovery  of   thefe  nioft 

*  beneficial  fubjefts:    and  in  this  perilous 

*  crifis,  perhaps  the  pfefent  moment  m*ay 

Vol.  II.  Gg  *be 
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CHAP,  t  \yQ  jj^^  Qjiiy  Qj^^  jjj  which  we  can  hope  for 
fuccefs:    for  in  their  negociations  with 
France,   they  have  or  think  they  have, 
reafon  to  complain:    though  it  be  noto- 
rious that  they  have  received  from  that 
power,  important  fupplies  and  afliflance 
of  various  kinds,  yet  it  is  certain  they  ex- 
peSed  it  in  a  more  decifive  and  immediate 
degree.     America  is  in  ill  humour  with 
France,  on  fome  points  that  have  not  en- 
tirely anfwered  her  expe£lations :  let  us 
wifely  take  advantage  of  every  poiEble 
moment  of  reconciliation.     Befides,  the 
natural  difpofition  of  America  hcrfelf  ftill 
leans  towards  England ;  to  the  old  habits 
of  conne6lion  and  mutual   interefl  that 
uijited    both  countries.     This  was    the 
eftabliflied  fentiment  of  all  the  Continent; 
and  ftill,  my  Lords,  in  the  great  and  prin^ 
cipal  part,  the  found  part  of  America, 
this  wife  and  affeftionate  difpofition  pre- 
vails;  and  there  is  a  very  confiderable 
part  of  America  yet  found — the  middle 
and  the  fouthern  provinces;   fome  parts 
may  be  faflious  and  blind  to  their  true 
interetts;  but  if  we  cxprefs  a  wife  and  bc- 
nevolem  difpofition  to  cummunicate  with 

«  them 


OF  THE  EARL  O^  CHATHAM.  45S  ' 

*  them  thofc  iihriiutable  rights  of  nature,  ^xlfv/ 

*  and  thofe  Cdnftitutional  hberties,  to  which  ^""TJ^^ 

*  th^y  are  equally  entitled  with  ourfelves; 

*  by  a  condufcl  fo  juft  and  humane,  we  fhall 

*  confirm  the  favourable,  and  conciliate  the 

*  adverfe.  I  fay,  my  Lords,  the  rights  and 
^  liberties  to  vhich  they  are  equally  entitled 
'  with  ourfelves,  but  no  more.     I  would 

*  participate  to  them  every  enjoyment  arid 

*  freedom  which  thfe  colonizing  fubjefts  6f 
'  a  free  ftate  can  poffefs,  or  wifli  to  poffefs ; 

*  and  I  do  not  fee  why  they  fliould  not  en- 

*  joy  every  fundamental  right  in  their  pro-» 

*  perty,  and  every  original  fubftanfial  liber- 

*  ty,  which  Devonfhire  or  Surty,  or  the 

*  county  I  live  in,  or  any  other  county  in 
'  England,  can  claim;  refervirtg  always,  as 

*  the  facred  right  of  the  mother  Country, 

*  the  due  conftitutional  dependency  of  the 
'  Colonies.  The  inherent  fupremacy  of 
^  the  ftate  in  regulating  and  protefting  the 
«  navigation  and  commercie  of  all  her  fub* 
^  je6ls,  is  nedeffary  for  the  mutual  benefit 

*  and  pr^fervation  of  every  part,  to  confti- 

*  tute  and  preferve  the  profperous  arrange- 
'  ment  of  the  whole  empire* 

O  g  2  ^  •  The 
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*  The  found  parts  of  America,  of  which 
'  I  have  fpoken,  muft  be  fenfible  of  thefe 
^  great   truths,   and  of  their  real  interefts. 

*  America  is  not  in  that  ftate  of  defperate 

*  and   contemptible   rebellion,  which    this 

*  country  has  been  deluded  to  believe.     It 

*  is  not  a  wild  and  lawlefs  banditti,  who, 

*  having   nothing  to  Jofe,   might  hope  to 

*  fnatch  fomething  from  public  convulfions  ; 

*  many  of  their  leaders  and  great  men  have 
^  a  great  flake  in  this  great  conteft  : — the 

*  gentleman  who  condu6ls  their  armies,  I 
^  am  told,  has  an  eftate  of  four  or  five  thou- 

*  fand  pounds  a  year:  and  when  I  confider 

*  thefe  things,  I  cannot  but  lament  the  in- 

*  confiderate  violence  of  our  penal  a£ts,  our 

*  declarations  of  treafon  and  rebellion,  with 
^  all  the  fatal   effefts    of   attainder     and 

*  confifcation. 

*  As  to  the  difpolition  of  foreign  powers, 

*  which  is  afferted  to  be  pacific  *  and  friendly, 

*  let  us  judge,  my  Lords,  rather  by  their 

*  aftions  and  the  nature  of  things,  than  hy 

*  interefled  affertions.     The  uniform  afliift- 

*  In  the  King's  Speech. 

^  ance, 
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«'  ance,  fupplied  to  America  by  France,  fu^-^  ^"r^,^* 
^  gefts  a  different  conclufion :— The  moft  ^^^^^ 
«  important  interefts  of  France,  in  aggran-, 

*  dizing  and  enriching  herfelf  with  what  (he 

*  moft  wants,  fupplies  of  every  naval  ftore 

*  from  America,  muft  infpire  her  with  dif- 
*"ferent    fentiments.       The  extraordinary 

*  preparations  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 

*  by  land  and  by  fea,  froi?i  Dunkirk  to  the 

*  Streights,  equally  ready  and  willing  to. 

*  overwhelm  thefe  defencelefs  iflands,  (hould 

*  roufe  us  to  a  fenfe  of  their  real  difpxofition, 

*  and  our  own  danger.     Not  five  thoufand 
^  troops  in  England! — hardly  three  thou- 

*  fand  in  Ireland!     What  can  we  oppofe  to 

*  the  combined   force  of  our  enemies  ? — 

*  Scarcely  twenty  (hips  of  the  line  fully  or 
«  fufficiently  manned,  that  any  Admiral's  re- 

*  putation  would  permit  him  to  take  the 
'  command  oft. — The  river  of  Lifbon  in 

the 

+  In  reply  to  the  noble  fpeaker's  affertion,  relative  to 
the  number  of  fliips,  &c.  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
rofe  in  his  place  ;  and  gave  their  Lordfhips  official  affur- 
•*  anc«,  ^  that  thirty-live  fhips  of  the  line  were  then 
**  (Nov.  .1 8th,  i777)  completely  ready ;  that  fevcn  more 
*'  would  be  ready  in  a  few  weeks;  in  all  forly-tzuo  :  and 
"  that  an  Admiral  of  the  moft  acknowledged  merit  (he 
c  g  J  "  thcu 
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^maJ''^  '  awful  fituation.    I.  have  laid  hefiwe  you. 

*  the  ruin  of  ypur  power^.^  the  difgrace  of 

*  your  rei^utation,  the  pollution  of. yow  dif-. 

*  ciplines  the  contamination  of  your  morals, 

*  the  complication  of  calamities,  foreigii  and^ 
'  domeflic,  that    overwhelm  your  finking^ 

*  country.  Your  dearell  imerefts,  your  own 

*  liberties,  the  Conftitution  itfelf,  totters  to. 
^  the  foundation.    All  tfiis  difgyaceful  dan- 

*  ger,  this  multitudp  of  rpifery,  is.  the  mon- 

*  llroLts  offspring  of  this .  unnatural  wan 
^  We  have  been, deceived  and, deluded  too- 
*.jong:  let  us,n,ow  flop  (hprt:,  tl^is  is  the  - 
'  crifisr-njay  be  the.  only  *  crifi^ypl; time  and . 
'  fituation^  to  give  us  a  poffibility  ofefcape^ 
'  from  the .  fatal  effects  of  our  delufi^ons. 
'  But  if  in  an  obJftinateand  infatu9ted  per- 

*  feveyance  in  folly,  we  meanly  echo  back 
'  the  peremptory .  words  this  day  preferited  • 

*  to  m,  nothings  can  favcr this  devoted  <:oun- 

♦  It  cannot  hajVc  efcaped  obfervation,  with  what  urgent 
anxiety  the  noble  fpeaker  has  preffed  this  point  through- 
out his  fpfcecht  the  criti<jal  neccility  of- 47i^a»*{y. treating 
with  America.  But  the  warning  voice  was  heard  in  vain : 
the  Addrcfs  triumphed/.  Parliament  adjourned ;  'Miniftors 
enjoyed  the  feftive  recefs  of  a  long  Chriftm^s  ;-^And  . 
America  ratified  her  alliance  with  France, 

*  try 


*  tty- from  complete  and  final  ruin.   '  We^j^^l^* 

*  madly  rufh  into  multiplied  miferies  and    ^-""'^^^ 

*  ''  confufion  worfe  confounded." 

*  Is  it  poffible,   can  it  be  believed,  that 

*  Minifters  are  yet  blind  to  this  impending. 

*  deftruflion? — I  did  hope,  that  inftead  of 
^  this  falfe  and  empty  vanity,    this  over- 

*  weening  pride,  engendering  high  conceits,. 

*  and      prefumptuOus      irpaginations — that 
^  Mmifters  would  have  humbled  themfelvcs 

*  in  their  errors,   would  have  confefled  and^ 

*  retratled  them,  and  by  an  aftive,  tlx>ugh 

*  a  late,  repentance,  have  endeavoured  to 

*  redeem  them.    But,  my  Lords  fince  they 

*  had  neither  fagacity  to  forefee,   nor  juf- 

*  tice  nor  humanity  to  (hun,  thefe  oppref- 

*  five   calamities;    fince,    npt  even  fevere 

*  experience  can .  make  them  feel,  nor  the 
'  imminent  ruin  of  their  country  awaken 

*  them  from  their  ftupefaftion,  the  guardiaa  • 

*  care  of  Parliament  muft  interpofe.   I  (hall 

*  therefore,  my  Lords,  propofe  to  you  an . 

*  amendment  to  the  addrefs  to  his  Majefty, 

*  to  be  inferted  immediately  after  the  two 

*  firft  paragraphs  of  congratulation  on  the 
^  biith  of  a  Princcfs;  to  lecommend  an  imw 

*  mediate 
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^xLivf*  *  mediate  ceflation  of  hoftilities,   and  the 
^^"^'^^  *  commencement  of  a  treaty  to  reftoie  peace 

*  and  liberty  to  America,  ftrength  and  hap- 
'  pinefs  to  England,  fecurity  and  permanent 
'  profperity  to  both  countries. — ^This  my 

*  Lords,  is  yet  in  our  power ;  and  let  not 

*  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  your  Lordfhips 

*  negleft  the  happy,  and,  perhaps  the  only 
'  opportunity.  By  the  eftabHfhment  of  irre- 

*  coverable  law,  founded  on  mutual  rights, 

*  and  afcertained  by  treaty,  thefe  glorious 
^  enjoyments  may  be  firmly  perpetuated, 

*  And  let  me  repeat  to  your  Lordfhips,  that 

*  the  ftrong  bias  of  America,  at  leaft  of  the 

*  wife  and  founder  parts  of  it,  naturally  in- 

*  clines  to  this  happy  and  Conftitutional 

*  re-conneftion  with  you.    Notwithftanding 

*  the  temporary  intrigues  with  France,  we 
^  may  ftill  be  affured  of  their  ancient  and 

*  confirmed  partiality  to  us.     America  and 

*  France  cannot  be  congenial;    there   is 

*  fomething  decifive  and  confirmed  in  the 

*  honeft  American,  that  will  not  affimilate 

*  to  the  futility  and  levity  of  Frenchmen. 

^  My  Lords,  to  encourage  and  confirm 

*  that  innate    inclination  to  this  country, 

^  founded 
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^founded  on  every  principle  of  afFeflion,  ScuV* 
'  as  well  confideration  of  intereft — to  reftore    -^--^ 
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*  that  favourable  difpolition  into  a  perman- 

*  ent  and  powerful  re-union  with  this  coun- 
€  try — ^to  revive  the  mutual  ftrength  of  the 

*  empire; — again,    to  awe   the   Houfe  of 
^  Bourbon,  inftead  of  meanly  truckling,  as 

*  our  prefent  calijmities  compel  us,  to  every 
'  infult  of  French  caprice,  and  Spanifh  punc- 

*  tilio — ^to  re^ftablifh  our  commerce — to  re- 

*  affert  our  rights  and  our  honour — to  con- 
^  firm  our  interefts,  and  renew  our  glories 

*  for  ever  (a  confummation  moft  devoutly 
^  to  be  endeavoured!  and  which,  I  truft, 

*  may  yet   arife   from   reconcilation  with 

*  America) — I  have  the  honour  of  fubmit- 

*  ting   to  you  the    following  amendment; 

*  which  I  move  to  be  inferted  after  the  two 
firft  paragraphs  of  the  addrefs :' 

"  And  that  this  Houfe  does  moft  hum-  Hi»  a. 
*'  bly  advife  and  fupplicate  his  Majefty,  to  menu. 
**  be  pleafed  to  caufe  the  moft  fpeedy  and 
♦*  effeftual  meafures  to  be  taken,  for  refto- 
♦^  ring  peace  in  America ;  and  that  no  time 
**  may  be  loft  in  propofing  an  immediate 
**  ceflation  of  hoftilities  there,  in  order  to 
**  the  9pening  a  treaty  for  the  final  fettle- 

♦  ^*  ment 
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%Siy^'  "  ment  of  the  tranquillity  of  thefe  invalu- 
^^ — '  "  able  provinces,  by  a  removal  of  the  un- 
**  happy  caufes  of  this  ruinous  civil  war ; 
"  and  by  a  juft  and  adequate  fecurity  againft 
*•  the  return  of  the  like  calamities  in  tinnes 
^  to  come.  And  this  Houfc  defire  to  offer 
**  the  moft  dutiful  afiurances  to  his  Majefty, 
*•  that  they  will,  in  due  time,  chearfully  co- 
"  operate  with  the  magnanimity  and  tender 
**  goodnefs  of  his  Majefty,  for  the  prefer- 
*'  vation  of  his  people,  by  fuch  explicit  and 
"  moft  folemn  declarations,  and  provifioris 
*•  of  fundamental  and  irrevocable  laws,  as 
"  may  be  judged  neceflary  for  the  al'certain- 
**  ing  and  fixing  for  ever  the  refpeftive' 
**  rights  of  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies." 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  Lord  Suf- 
folk, Secretary  of  State  for  the  Northern 
department,  undertook  to  defend  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Indians  in  the  wan  His 
Lordftiip  contended,  that,  befides  its  policy 
and  necejjity,  the  meafure  was  alfo  allowable 
on  principle ;  for  that  ^  it  was  perfeftly  juf- 
•'  tifiable  to  ufe  all* the  means  that  God  and 
* '  Nature  put  into  our  hands.** 

*  I  AM 
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*  I  AM  ASTONISHED  !  *  (exclaimed  Lord  ^xlI^' 

*  Chatham,    as  he  rofe) — ^  fhocked!  to 

*  hear  fuch  principles  confeffed — to  hear 

*  them  avowed  in  this   houfe,    or  in  this 

*  country  :    principles  equally  unconftitu- 

*  tional,  inhuman,  and  unchriftian } 

'  My  Lords,  I  did  not  intend  to  have  en^ 

*  croached  again  upon  your  attention  :  but 

*  I  cannot  reprefs  my  indignation — I  feel 
'  myfelf  impelled   by   every    duty.      My 

*  Lords^  we  are  called  upon  as  members  of 

*  this  Houfe,  as  men,  as  Chriftian-men,  to 

*  proteft  againft  fuch  notions  {landing  near 

*  the  throne,  polluting  the  ear  of  Majefty,^ 
"  That  God  and  nature  put  into  our  hands." 

*  I  know  not  what  ideas  that  Lord  niay  en* 

*  tertain  of  God  and  nature ;    but  I  know,    . 

*  that  fuch  abominable  principles  are  equally 
'  abhorrent   to   religion   and    humanity.—* 

*  What !  to  attribute  the  facred  fanftion  of 

*  God  and  nature  to  the  maffacres  of  the 

*  Indian  fcalping  knife — to  the  cannibal  fa* 

*  vage  torturing,  murdering,  roafting,  and 

*  eating ;    literally,  my  Lords,    eating  the- 

*  mangled  viclims  of  his  barbarous  battles  i 

*  Such  horrible  notions  Ihock  every  pre- 

*  cept  of  religion,    divine  or  natural,   and 

*     cveiy 
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every  generous  feeling  of  humanity.  And, 
my  Lords,  they  fhock  every  fentiment  of 
honour ;  they  fliock  me  as  a  lover  of  ho-* 
nourable  war,  and  a  detefter  of  murderous 
barbarity. 

*  Thefe  abominable  principles,  and  thii 
more  abominable  avowal  of  them,  demand 
the  mod  decifive  indignation.  I  call  upon 
that  Right  Reverend  Bench,  thofe  holy 
minifters  of  the  gofpel,  and  pious  paftors 
of  our  church  ;  I  conjure  them  to  jojn  in 
the  holy  work,  and  vindicate  the  religion 
of  their  God  :  I  appeal  to  the  wifdom  and 
the  law  of  this  learned  Bench,  to  defend 
and  fupport  the  jnftice  of  their  country  : 
I  call  upon  the  Bifliops,  td  int^rpofe  the 
unfullied  fanftity  of  their  lawn  ; — upon 
the  learned  Judges,  to  interpofe  the  purity 
of  their  ermine,  to  fave  us  from  this  pol- 
lution :  I  call  upon  the  honour  of  your 
Lordfhips,  to  reverence  the  dignity  of 
y our  anceftors,  and  to  maintain  your  own: 
I  call  upon  the  fpirit  and  humanity  of  my 
country,  to  vindicate  the  national  cha- 
rafler :  I  invoke  the  genius  of  the  con* 
ftitution.  From  the  tapeftry  that  adofns 
thefe  walls,  the  immortal  anceftor  of  this 

*  noble 
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*  noble  Lord  *  frowns  with   indignation    xtnrT* 

*  at  the  difgrace  of  his  Country.    In  vain 

*  he  led  your  viftorious  fleets  againft  the 

*  boafted  Armada  of  Spain  ;  in  vain  he  de* 

*  fended  and  eftabliihed  the  honour,  the 

*  liberties,  the  religion,  the  Protejlant  rdi- 
'  gion^  of  this  country,  againft  the  arbitrary 

*  cruelties  of  Popery  and  the  Inquifition,  if 
^  thefe  more  than  popifti  cruelties  and  inqui* 

*  (itorial  pra61:ices  are  let  loofe  among  us ; 

*  to  turn  forth  into  our  fettlements,  among 

*  our  ancient  conneftions,  friends,  and  re- 

*  lations,  the  mercilefs  cannibal,    thirfting 

*  for  the  blood  of  man,  woman,  and  child ! 
^  to  fend  forth  the  infidel  favage — againft 

*  whom  ?  againft  your  Proteftant  brethren  ; 

*  tolay  wafte  their  country,  to  defolate  their 

*  dwellings,  and  extirpate  their  race   and 

*  name,  with  thefe  horrible  hell-hounds  of 

*  favage  war !  — kell-fwunds,  I  fay  of,  favage 

*  war.     Spain  armed  herfelf  with  blood* 

*  hounds  to  extirpate  the.  wretched  natives 

*  of  America ;  and  we  improve  on  the  inhu- 

*  Lord  ErrxMOBAM.— -Lord  Effingham  Howard  was 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  England  againft  the  Spani(h  ar« 
mada;  the  deftniClioxL.  of  which  i»  reprefented  in  the 
upeftry. 

'  man 
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*tir^    *  ^e  turn  loofe  thefe  Tavage  hell-hounds 

agaiflft  our  brethren  and-  countrymen  in 

^  America^    of   the   fame  language^    laws, 

*  liberties,  and  reliirion ;  endeared  to  us  by 
^  every  tye  that  fhoiild  fantlify  humftiiky. 

'  My  Lords,    this  awful  fubjefl:,   Co  inv 

*  portant  to  our  honour,  our  conftittkion, 

*  and  our  religion,  demands  th^  moft  f'o- 

*  lemn  and  efFeftual  enquiry.     And  I  again 

*  call  upon  your  Lordihips,  and  the  united 

*  powers  of  the  ftate,  to  examine  it  tho» 
'  roughly  and  decifivcly,  and  to  fiamp  upon 

*  it  ap  indelible  ftigma  of  the  public  abhor- 
'  rence.  And  I  again  implore  thofe  holy 
*■  prelates  of  our  religion,  to  do  away  thefe 

*  iniquities  from  among  us.     Let  them  pen 

*  fprm  a  luftration ;  let  them  purify  thij 
'  Houfe,  and  this  country,  from  this  lin. 

*  My  Lords,  I  am  old  and  weak,  and  at 

*  prelent  unable  to  fay  more  ;  but  my  feeN 

*  ings  and  indignation  were  too  ftrong  to 
«  have  faid  lels.    I  could  not  have  flept  this 

*  night  in  my  bed,  nor  repofed  my  head  on 
^  my  pillow,  without  giving  this  vent  to  my 

*  eternal  abhorrence  of  fuch  prepofterous 

*  and  enormous  principles/ 
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This  fpeech-had  no  tSttl.     The  Addrefs  ^  "^1;^ 
Was  agreed  to.  •  ^^7^ 

On  the  2d  day  of  December  1777,  the 
duke  of  Richmond  moved  for  the  returns 
of  the  army  and  navyin  Ireland  and  Ame- 
rica. Upon  this  occafion.  Lord  Chatham 
faid^ 

*  I  moft  cheerfully  teftify  my  approba-  on  the 

'  ^  /         r  r  returns   of 

*  tion  of  the  motions  now  made  by  the  noble  ^^^  '^^^y- 
*.  Duke ;  and  am  firmly  perfuaded,  that  they 

*  have  originated  in  the  mod  exalted  mo- 
'  tives  ;  nor  am  I  lets  pleafed  with  the  very 

*  candid  reception  they  have  met  with  from 
'  your  Lordfhips.     I  think  they  will  draw 

*  forth  a  great  mafs  of  ufeful  information ; 
'  but  as  to  thofe  refpefting  the  ftate  of  our 
*.  military  ftrength^  there  appears  fomething 

*  yet  wanting  to   render  them   complete. 

*  Nothing  has  been  offered  which  may  lead 
*.  to  inform  us  of  the  aftual  ftate  of  the  gar- 

*  rifonsof  Gibrakar  and  Minorca,  thofe  two 
\  v?ry    important   fortrefles,    which    have 

*  hitherto    enabled    us    to    maintain   our 

*  fuperiority  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  one 
^  of  them  (Gibraltar)  fxtu^ted  on  the  very 

vo^.  II.  ^H  h  •  cpntinent 
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^xuv!'    *  continent  of  Spain,  the  beft  proof  of  our 
naval  power,  and  the  only  folid  check  on 
that  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon ;  yet  thofe 
two  important  fortrefles  are  left  to  chance, 
and  the  pacific  difpofitions  of  France  and 
Spain,  as  the  only  proteftion ;  we  hold 
them  but  by  fufferance.     I  know  them  to 
be  in  a  defencelefs  ftate.     None  of  your 
Lordftiips  are  ignorant  that  we  loft  Mahon 
at  the  commencement  of  the  laft  war.     It 
was  indeed  a  fatal  difafter,  as  it  expofed 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  Mediter- 
'  ranean  to  the  ravages  of  our  inveterate 
'  and  then  powerful  enemies.     My  Lords, 
fuch  was  the  light  the  acquifition  of  that 
fortrefs  was  looked  upon  w^hen  it  was  firft 
taken,  that  the  Duke  of  Malborough, 
who  was  no  great  penman,  but  who  em- 
■  ployed  a  fecretary  to  draw  up  his  dif- 
'  patches,   in  anfwer  to  the  letter  from  the 
'  able  general  and  confummate  ftatefman 
who  conquered  it  (the  father  of  my  noble 
'  relation  now  in  my  eye.  Earl  Stanhope) 
trufted  the  difpatch  to  the  fecretary,  but 
added  a  poftfcript  in  his  own  hand-writing, 
where  he  recommended   particularly  to 
the  viftorious  general,  to  by  no  means 
3  *  neglefl 
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^.  negle6l  putting  that  fortrefs  in  the«  beft  ^xitv^ 

*  poflible  Hate  of  defence,  and  to  garrifon 

*  it  with  nativfes,  and  not  foreigners^    When 

*  I  had  the  honour,  foon  after  it  fell  into 

*  the  hands  of  the  French,  to  be  called  into 
^  the  councils  of  the  lateKing^  I  never  loft 

fight  of  that  circumftance.     Gibraltar  flill 

*  remained  in  our  hands  ;    and  the  war  in 

*  Germany^  which  Parliament  thought  fit 

*  to  engage  in,  and  bind  themfelves  to^  be-* 
^  fore  I  came  into  office  j  though  we  were 

*  carrying  on  the  moft  extenfive  operations 

*  in  America ;  though  the  coaft  of  Africa> 

*  and  the  Weft  India  iflands,   required  a 

*  fuitable  force  to  proteft  them  ;  and  though 

*  thefe  kingdoms  called  for  a  proportionate 

*  army,  not  only  to  aft  defenfively,  but  of* 

*  fenfively  on  the  coafts  of  our  enemies ; 

*  notwithftanding  all  thofe  preffing  fervices, 
^  my  Lords,    having   the   counfel  of  that 

*  great  man  conftantly  in  view,  it  deter- 

*  mined  me,    that  whatever  demands,   or 

*  how  much  foever  fuch  troops  might  be 

*  wanting  elfewhere, .  that  Gibraltar  ftiould 
'  never  want  a  full  and  adequate  defence* 
'  I  never  had,    uiy  Lords,    lefs  than  eight 

*  battalions  to  defend  it.     I  think  a  batta- 

H  h  2  '  lion 
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CHAP.  *  Hon  was  then  about  eieht  hundred  ftronff* 

*  So  that,  my  Lords,  I  affirm  that  Gibraltar 

*  was  never  trufted  to  a  garrifon  of  lefs  than 
'  fix  thoufand  men.  My  Lords,  this  force 
'  was,  as  it  were,  locked  up  in  that  fortrefs 

*  during  the  whole  of  the  late  war ;  nor 
'  could  any  appearance  of  the  moll  urgent 

*  neceffity  induce  me  to  weaken  it.     My 

*  Lords,  I  know  that  the  very  weak  and 

*  defencelefs  flate  of  thefe  iflands  does  not 

*  feem  to  admit  of  any  troops  being  fpared 
'  from  the  home  defence  ;    but,  my  Lords, 

*  give  me  leave  to  fay,  that  whatever  reluc* 
'  tance  or  difguft  there  may  have  appeared 

*  in  feveral  veteran  and  able  Generals  to 

*  the  fervice,  where  the  tomahawk  and 
^  fcalping-knife  were  to  be  the  warlike  in- 

*  ftruments  employed  as  the  engines  of  de- 

*  ftruSion,  I  am  convinced  there  are  many, 

*  fome  of  whom  I  haVe  in  my  eye  [fuppofed 

*  to  mean  Lords  TownQiend  and  Amherll]] 
'  who  would,  with  ardour  and  alacrity,  ac- 

*  cept  of  any  command,   where  the  true 

*  honour,  intereft,  and  fafety  of  their  coun- 

*  tiy  were  concerned.     My  Lords,  the  mo- 

*  ment  is  arrived  when  this  fpirit  ftiould  be 

*  exerted.  Gibraltar  is  garrifoned  by  Hano- 

^  verians. 
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^  verians.     lam  told,  if  any  accident  fliould  ^xliv!" 

*  happen  to  the  prefent  commaRding  officer 

*  there,   that  the  care  of  the  fortrefs,  and 

*  the  command  of  the  troops,   would  de- 

*  volve  on  a  foreigner.     I  do  not  recolleft 

*  his  name,  but  this  is  my  information  ;  and 

*  if  I  do  not  hear  it  contradifted,   I  muft 

*  take  it  for  granted.     I  am  well  authorifed 

*  to  fay,  my  Lords,  that  fuch  is  the  pre- 
^  fent  defencelefs  ftate  of  Gibraltar,  that 
'  there  is  not  a  fecond  relief  in  cafe  of  an 

*  attack;    not  men  fufficient   to  man  the 

*  works,  while  thofe  fatigued  with  fervice 
'  and  watching,  go  to  refrefh,  eat,  or  fleep  ; 

*  though  Germany  and  the  wilds  of  Ame- 
'  rica  have  been  ranfacked  for  the  purpofe* 

^  My  Lords,  we  ftiould  not  want  men  in 

*  a  good  caufe;  and  nothing  ought  to  be 

*  left  untried  to  procure  them.     I  remem- 

*  ber,  foon  after  the  period  I  fhall  takie  the 

*  liberty  to  remind  your  Lord(hips  of,  after 
^  an  unnatural   rebellion  had  been  extin- 

*  guifliedin  the  northern  part  of  this  ifland, 
'  men  not  fighting  for  liberty,  or  the  con- 
^  ttitution  of  their  country,  butprofefledly 
^  to  anihikte  both,  as  advocates  for  popery, 

H  h  3  flavery. 
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CHAP.  €  flavery,  and  arbitrary  power;  not  like  our 
brethren  in  America,  Whigs  in  principle, 
and  heroes  in  conduft :  I  remember,  I  fay, 
my  Lords,  that  I  employed  thefe  very  re- 
bels in  the  fervice  and  defence  of  their 
country.  They  were  reclaimed  by  this 
means;  they  fought  our  battles;  they 
cheerfully  bled  in  defence  of  thofe  liber- 
ties which  they  attempted  to  overthrow 
but  a  few  years  before.  What,  then,  does 
your  Lordfhips  imagine  would  be  the  ef- 
feft  of  a  fimilar  conduft  towards  the 
Whigs  and  freemen  of  America,  whom 
you  call  rebels?  Would  it  not,  think  you, 
operate  in  like  manner?  They' would 
fight  your  battles ;  they  would  cheerfully 
bleed  for  you;  they  would  render  you 
fuperior  to  all  your  foreign  enemies;  they 
would  bear  your  arms  triumphant  to  eve- 
ry quarter  of  the  globe.  You  have,  I  fear, 
loft  the  affection,  the  good  will  of  this 
people,  by  employing  mercenary  Germans 
to  butcher  them ;  by  fpiriting  up  the  fa- 
vages  of  America  to  fcalp  them  with  the 
tomahawk.  My  Lords,  I  would  have  you 
confider,  fliould  this  war  be  pufhed  to 
extremities,  the  poffible  confequences.    It 

*  is 
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is  no  farther  from  America  to  England    ^xiiv' 
than  from  England  to  Ameripa.     If  con- 
queft  is  to  be  the  iffue,  we  muft  truft  to 
that  iffue,  and  fairly  abide  by  it. 

'  The  noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, the  laft  night  I  had  the  honour  to 
addrefs  your  Lordfhips,  contradifted  me 
when  I  afferted  we  had  not  above  twenty 
{hips  of  the  line  fit  to  proceed  to  fea  (on 
aftual  fervice)  at  a  fliort  warning.  I  again 
repeat  the  affertion,  though  I  gave  it  up 
at  that  time,  on  account  of  the  plaufibi- 
lity  and  confidence  with  which  the  faft 
was  afferted.  I  now  fay,  there  are  not 
above  twenty  {hips  of  the  line,  on  which 
any  naval  officer  of  eminence  and  {kill  in 
his  profeffion  would  {lake  his  credit.  The 
noble  Earl  in  office  faid,  there  were  thir- 
ty-five {hips  of  the  line  fit  for  fea ;  but 
acknowledged,  that  there  was  a  deficiency 
of  near  three  thoufand  of  the  complements 
neceffary  to  proceed  upon  aftual  fervice. 
How  did  the  noble  Earl  propofe  to  fill  up 
that  deficiency? — By  fupernumeraries,  by 
transfers,  by  recruits,  &c.  Will  the  no- 
ble Earl  fay,  that  twenty*one  thoufand  is 
H  h  3  *  a  full 


»777- 


476  AKBCDOTBS  AKD  SPIECRCS 

^xLiV'  *  a  full  war  complement  for  thirty •fivfs  fhips 
^  of  the  hue?  or  will  he  undertake  to  afl^ire 
^  this  Houfe  (even  allowing  for  thofe  odds 

*  and  ends)  thlt  the  ftiips  will  be  properly 

*  manned  by  the  numbers  now  aftually  on 
'  board?    But  if  every  particular  fa6l,  ftated 

*  by  the  noble  Eai  I,  be  precifely  as  he  would  * 

*  perfuade  your  Lordfliips  to  believe;  will 
^  his  Lordftiip  pretend  to  affirm,  that  thirty* 
^  five  ftiips  of  the  line,  or  even  forty-tw6 
^  (the  higheft  that  his  Lordfhip  ventured  to 
'  go)  would,  in  cafe  of  a  ruptune  with  the 
^  Houfe  of  Bourbon,    be  fufficient  for  all 

*  the  purpofes  of  offence,  defence,  and  pro^ 
^  te61ion?     I  am  fure  his  Lordfhip  will  not, 

*  A  fleet  in  the  Channel ;  one  in  the  Wef- 
^  t^rn  fea;  another  in  the  Weft  Indies;  and 
^  one  in  the  Mediterranean;  befides  con^ 
^  voys  and  cruizers,  to   prote6i  out  com* 

*  merce  and  annoy  our  enemies.  I  fay,  tny 
^  Lords,  that  thirty-five  ftiips  of  the  line 
^  would  be  neceftary  for  the  protedion  of 
'  our  trade  and   fortrefles  in  the  Mediter-r 

*  ranean  alone.  We  muft  be  equal  to  the 
combined  force  of  France  and  Spain  in 
that  fea,  or  we  need  not  fend  a  fingle  ftiip 

^  there.  Ships  muft  be  ftatipned  to  com. 
^  Uaand  refpeft  from  the  powers  on  the  coaft 

•of 
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of  Barbary,  and  to  prevent  their  piracies 
on  our  'merchant  veflels.  We  muft  have 
a  fuperior  fleet  in  the  Weftern  Tea  like- 
wife,  and  we  rauft  have  one  in  the  Chan- 
nel equal  to  the  defence  of  our  owa 
coaft* 

*  Thefe  were  the  ideas  which  prevailed, 
when  I  had  the  honour  of  aflifting  in  the 
Britifti  councils,  and  at  all  other  preceding 
periods  of  naval  hoftility  fince  the  Re- 
volution. My  Lords,  if  Lord  Anson  was 
capable  of  the  high  office  the  noble  JEarl 
now  prefides  in,  the  noble  Earl  b  cer- 
tainly raiflaken  in  faying,  that  thirty-five 
or  fifty-five  ftiips  of  the  line  are  equal  to 
the  feveral  fervices  now  enumerated-  That 
great  naval  commander  gave  in  a  lift,  at 
one  time,  of  eighty-four  thoufand  feamen 
aftually  on  the  books.  It  is  well  worthy 
your  Lordfhip's  inquiry,  to  know  what  are 
the  prefent  number.  The  motion  made 
by  the  noble  Duke  leads  to  that  inquiry, 
and  meets  my  warmeft  approbation;  bbt 
'  that  we  may  have  every  neceiTary  infor- 
^  mation,  I  recomroend  to  my  noble  friend 
^  to  amend  his  motion  by  extending  it  to 

*  Gibraltar 
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^xLiv;  '  Gibraltar  and  Mahon.     I  do  not  wifli  to 

*  have  any  thing  dirdofed  at  prefent,  which 

*  may  tend  to  expofe  the  weak  ftate  of  thofe 

*  fortreffes ;  but  I  think  it  is  incumbent  on 

*  your  Lordfhips  to  learn  their  ftrength,  in 
c  point  of  numbers  pf  men  ;  and  to  know 

*  how  the  fa6l  ftands,  relative  to  the'  pofli- 
«  bility  of  the  command  of  Gibraltar  de  volv- 

*  ing  on  a  foreigner,  in  cafe  of  any  accident 

*  happening  to  the  officer  who  now  com- 

*  mands  there/ 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
On  the        On  the  fifth  day  of  December,  in  confe- 

capture  of  J  ^ 

Burgoyncs  qucucc  of  intelligence  having  arrived  of  the 

*'"^*    capture    of  General   Burgoynes  army. 

Lord  Chatham  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords 

to  make  a  motion  upon  that  fubjeft,  which 

he  introduced  with  remarking,  *  That  the 

*  King's  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the  fef- 

*  fion  conveyed  a  general  information  of  the 

*  meafures  intended  to  be  purfued;    and 

*  looked  forward  to  the  probable  6ccurrences 

*  which  might  be  fuppofed  to  happen,  and 

*  affeft  the  great  bodies  to  whom  they  were 

*  addreffed  :    and,  of  courfe,  the  nation  at 
«  large,  who  were  finally  interefted.    He 

*  had 
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had  the  laft  fpeech  from  the  throne  now  ^xmy*" 
in  his  hand,  and  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  public  ^""7^ 
calamity  in  his  heart.     They  would  both 
cooperate  to  inforce  and  juftify  the  mea* 
fure  he  meant  to  propofe.     He  was  forry 
to  fay,  the  fpeech  contained  a  very  un- 
faithful piclure  of  the  ftate  of  public  af- 
fairs.    This  aflertion  was  unqueftionable ; 
not  a  noble  Lord  in  Adminift ration  would 
dare  rife,  and  even  fo  much  as  controvert 
the  fa6t.     The  fpeech  held  out  a  fpecious 
outfide — was  full  of  hopes ;    yet  it  was 
manifeft,  that  every  thing  within  and  with- 
out, foreign  and  domeftic,  was  full  of  dan- 
ger, and  calculated  to  infpire  the  moll  me- 
lancholy forebodings.  His Lordfhip hoped, 
that  this  fudden  call  for  their  Lordlhips* 
attention,    would  be  imputed  to  its  true 
motive,  a  defire  of  obtaining  their  aflift- 
•  ance  in  fuch  a  feafon  of  difficulty  and  dan- 
'  ger ;  a  feafon  in  which,  he  would  be  bold 
'  to  maintain,  a  fingle  moment  was  not  to 
^  be  loft.     It  was  cuftomary,   he  faid,    for 
^  that  Houfe  to  offer  an  addrefs  of  condo- 
'  lance  to  his  Majefty  upon  any  public  mis- 
^  fortune,  as  well  as  one  of  congratulation, 
^  on  any  public  fuccefs.     If  this  was  thfe 

'  ufage 
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^xhiv.'  *  ufage  of  Parliament,  he  never  recolleSed 
*^^^  «  a  period,  at  which,  fuch  an   addrefs  be- 

*  came  more  feafonable  or  neceflary  than  at 

*  prefent.  If  what  was  acknowledged  in  the 

*  other  Houfe  was  true,  he  was  aftonifhed, 

*  that  fome  public  notice  was  not  taken  of 

*  the  fad,  the  melancholy  difaften. — The  re- 

*  port  was,  the  fa6l  was  acknowledged  by 
'  perfons   in  high  authority,  [Lords  Ger- 

*  MAIN   and  North]  that  General  Bur- 

*  GOYNE  and  his  army  were  furrounded,  and 

*  obliged  to  furrender  themfelves  priloners 

*  of  war  to    the   Provincials*     He  fliould 

*  take  the  account  of  this  calamitous  event, 

*  as  now  flated,  and  argue  upon  it  as  a  mat- 

*  ter  univerfally  alloxyed  to  be  true.  ^  He 
^  then  lamented  the  fate  of  Mn  Burgoyne 

*  in  the   moft   pathetic   terms;    and   faid, 

*  that  gentleman  s   charatler,  the   glory  of 

*  the  Britilh  arras,  and  the   deareft  inter- 

*  efts  of  this    undone,    difgraced    country 

*  had  been  all  facrificed  to  the  ignorance, 

*  temerity,    and    incapacity   of   Miniflers. 

*  Appearances,  he  obferved,  were  indeed . 

*  dreadful ;  he  was  not  fufiiciently  infonned 
«  to  decide  on  the  extent  of  the  numerous 
'  evils  with  which  we  were  furrounded;  but 

*  they 
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they  were  clearly  fufficient  to  give,  juft  ^xuv! 
caufe  of  alarm  to  the  moft  confident  or   ^-""^^"-^ 
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callous  heart.     He  fpoke  with  great  can* 
dour  of  General  Burgoyne:  he  might, 
or  might  not,  be  an  able  officer;  but  by 
every  thing  he  could  learn,  his  fate  was^ 
not  proportioned  to  his  merit :  he  might 
have  received  orders  it  was   not  in  his 
power  to  execute.     Neither  fhould  he  con- 
demn Minifters ;  they  might  have  inftruft- 
ed  hira  wifely;  he  might  have  executed 
his  inftruftions  faithfully  and  judicioufly, 
and  yet  he  might  have  mifcarried.     There 
are  many  events  which  the  greatejft  human 
fcrrefight  cannot  provide  againftj  it  was 
on  that  ground,  therefore,  he  meant  to 
frame  his  motion.     The  faft  was.  acknow- 
ledged; the  General  had  mifcarried.     It 
might  not  have  been  his  fault;  it  might 
not  be  that  of  his  employers  or  inftruftors. 
'  To  know  where  the  fault  lay,  he  was  de* 
'  firous  of  having  the  orders  given  to  Ge- 

•  neral  Burgoyne,  laid  before  the  J^oufe* 
^  So  much  of  the  plan  at  home,  had,  how- 
'  ever,  tranfpired,  as  juflified  him  in  affirm- 

•  ing  that  the   meafures  w^re.  founded  in 

•  weaknefs,  barbarity,  and  inhumanity.    Sa- 

•  vages 
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xuv.^'  '  vages  had  been  employed  to  Csttty  ruiti 
*t^JJ[^  *  and  devaftation  among  our  fubjefls  in  Ame- 

*  rica.     The  tomahawk  and  fcalping-knife 

*  were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  moft  brutal 

*  and  ferocious  of  the  human  fpecies.     Was 

*  this  honourable  war?     Was  it  the  means 

*  which  God  and  Nature  [^alluding  to  what 
'  had  fallen  from  Lord  Suffolk  on  the 
^  opening  of  the  fefSon]]  put  into  the  hands 

*  of  Enghfhmen,  to  affcrt  their  rights  over 

*  our  colonies,  and  to  procure  their  obedi- 

*  ence,  and  conciliate  their  affeflion?  His 
^  Lordlliip  fpoke  in  the  moft  pointed  terms  of 

*  the  fyftem  introduced  within  the  laft  fifteen 

*  years  at  St.  James's  :  of  breaking  all  con* 
'  nefclion,  of  extinguilhingall  principle-     A 

*  few  men  had  got  an  afcendancy,  where 
'     *  no  man  Ihould  have  a  perfona  1  afcendancy, 

*  by  the  executive  powers  of  the  State  be- 

*  ing  at  their  command ;  they  had  been  fur- 

*  nifhed  with  the  means  of  creating  divifions. 

*  This  brought   pliable  men,  not  capable 

*  men  into  the  higheft  and  moft  refponfibk 

*  fituations;  and  to  fuch  men  was  the  go- 

*  vernment  of  this  once  glorious  empire  now 
'  entrufted.     The   fpirit  of   delulion    had 

*  gone  forth ;  the  Minifters  had  impofed  on 

'  tiie 
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*:  the  people;  parliament  had  been  induced  ^xlv5' 
*.  to  fanftify  the  impofition;  falfe  lights  had 
^  been  held  out  to  the  country  gentlemen  : 

*  they  had  been  feduced  into  the  fupport  of 
^  a  moft  deftru6live  war,  under  the  impref- 
^  fion,  that  the  Land  Tax  would  be  dimi- 

*  nifhed,  by  the  means  of  an  American  rcT 
*"  venue.  The  vifionary  phantom,  thus 
^  conjured  up  for  the  bafeft  of  all  purpofes, 
^  that  of  deception,  was  now  about  to  va- 
'  nifh.  He  condemned  the  contents  of  the 
^  fpeech  in  the  bittereft  terms  of  reproach. 
V  He  faid  it  abounded  with  abfurdity  and 
^  contradiftion.  In  one  part  it  recommend- 
'  ed  vigorous  meafures,  pointing  to  conqueft, 
^  or  unconditional  fubmiflion;  while  in  ano- 
^  ther,  it  pretended  to  fay,  that  peace  was 
^  the  real  objeft,  as  foon  as  the  deluded 
^  multitude  fhould  return  to  their  allegiance; 
^  This,  his  Lordftiip  contended,  was  the 
^  grofleft  and  moft  infolent  delufion.  It 
^  was  by  this  ftrange  mixture  of  firmnefs, 
^  and  pretended  candour,  of  cruelty  and 
f  mercy,  juftice  and  iniquity,  •  thai  this 
f  infatuated  nation  had  been  all  along 
^  mifled. 

^  "  ^"^  His 
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^xtnT*  ^  ^^*  Lordfhip  returned  to  the  fituatioii 
of  General  Burgo.yne,  and  paid  himi 
indeed,  very  high  compliments.  He  faid, 
his  abilities  were  confeffed ;  bis  perfonal 
bravery  not  furpaffed;  his  zeal  in  the 
fervice  unqueftionable.  He  experienced 
no  peftilence,  nor  fuffered  any  of  the  ac- 
cidents which  foraetimes  fuperfede  the 
moft  wife  and  fpirited  exertions  of  hu- 
man induftry*  What  then,  fays  his  Lord- 
fhip, is  the  great  caufe  of  his  misfortune? 
Want  of  wifdom  in  our  Couucil,  want  of 
ability  in  our  Minifters.  His  Lordfliip 
laid  the  whole  blame  on  Minifters  :  it 
was  their  duty  to  fhield  that  ill-treated 
officer  from  the  temporary  obloquy  he 
muft  fuffet  U'l^d.er,  till  he  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  juftify  himfelf  in  petfcm.  His  mo- 
tion bore  no  perfbnal  relation  to  the  con- 
duct of  that  able,  but  abufed  officer  ;  it 
W2^s  meant  to  be  folely  pointed  to  draw 
forth  thofe  inftru6lions,  which  were  the 
caufe  of  his  defeat  and  captivity.  General 
BuRGQVNE  was  fubje^l  to  the  events  of 
war ;  /<?  was  every  other  man  who  bore 
a  command  in  time  of  war  ;  for  his  part, 
when  he  was  in  office,  he  never  attempted 

«  to 
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to  Cover  his  own  incapacity,  by  throwing  ^liV' 
the  blame  on  others  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  ""^^^ 
gave  them  every  fupport  and  becoming 
countenance  in  his  power* 

'  His  Lordfhip  condemned  the  plan  of 
operations,  which  he  infifted  was  fent 
from  heticej  that  of  penetrating  into  the 
Colonies  from  Canada.  It  was  a  moft  wild, 
uncombiried,  and  mad  projeft ;  it  was  full 
of  difhculty  ;  and  though  fucCefe  had  de-^ 
clared  in  out  ftiVor,  Would  have  been  a 
wanton  wafte  of  blood  and  treafure.  He 
next  animadverted  on  the  mode  of  carry-^ 
ing  on  the  wat,  which  he  faid  Was  the  rtidft 
bloody,  barbafous,  and  ferdcious,  record- 
ed ill  the  annals  of  mankind.  He  Con* 
traded  the  fame  and  renOwil  we  gained 
the  laft  war  With  the  feats  and  difgraces 
of  the  prefent ;  then,  hfe  faid,  we  arrived 
at  the  higheft  pinnacle  of  glory ;  now  we 
had  fullied  and  tarnifhed  the  arms  of  Bri- 
tain for  ever,  by  employing  favages  in 
our  fervice,  by  drawing  them  up  in  a 
Britifh  line,  and  mixing  the  fcalping-knife 
and  tomahawk  with  the  fword  and  fire? 
lock.     The  horror  he  felt  was  fo  great, 

VOL.  II.  I  i  that 
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^xLnr!*   '  that  had  it  fallen  to  his  lot  to  ferve  in  an 

*  army  where  fuch  cruelty  wais  permitted, 

*  he  believed  in  his  confcience  he  would 

*  fooner  mutiny  than  confent  to  ferve  with 

*  fuch  barbarians.  Such  a  mode  of  warfare 
'  was»  in  his  opinion,  a  contamination,  a 
'  pollution  of  our  national  charafter,    a 

*  ftigma  which  all  the  water  of  the  rivers 

*  Delaware  and  Hudfon  would  never  wafli 
'  away ; '  it  would  rankle  in  the  breaft  of 

*  America,  and  fink  fo  deep  into  it,  that 

*  he  was  almofl;  certain  they  would  never 

*  forget  nor  forgive  the  horrid  injury. 

'  His  Lordftiip  obferved,  that  fimilar  in-^ 
«  ftruftions  relative  to  the  Indians  had  been 

*  imputed  to  him.     He  difclaimed  the  leaft 

*  recoUeftion  of  having  given  any  fuch  in- 

*  ftruftions ;  and  in  order  to  afcertain  the 

*  matter,  fo  as  to  remove  any  ground  of 

*  future  altercation  on  the  fubjeft,  he  called 
'upon  Adminiftration  toj>roduce  the  or- 

*  ders,  if  any  fuch  had  been  given. 

*  We  had,  he  faid,  fwept  every  corner 

*  of  Germany  for  men :  we  had  fearched 

*  the  darkeft  wilds  of  America  for  the  fcalp- 

ing- 
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^  rng-kmfei     But  thofe    bloody   meafurCs    ^"iV' 

*  being  is  weak  as  they  were  wicked,  he    "17^ 
^  recommended   that  inftant  orders  might 

*  be  fent  to  call  home  the  firft,  and  dif- 
^  band  the    other—indeed,   to^    withdraw 

*  our  troops  entirely;   for  peace,  he  was 

*  certain,  would  never  be  effe6led,  as  long 
^  as  the  German  baybrifet  and  Indian  fcalp- 

*  ing-knife  were  threatened  to  be  bufied  in 
'  the  bbwels   of  our  American   brethren. 

*  Such  an  expe6lation  was  abfurd,  madj 
^  and  foblifh.  The  Colonies  mufl  confider 
^  us  as  friends,  before  they  will  evet*  con- 
.*  fent  to  treat  with  us  :  -  a  formal  acknt>w- 
^  ledgment  of  our  etrors^  and  a  renunoi- 
^  ation  bf  our  unjtift,  ill-fou tided,  and  op- 

*  preffivfe  claims,   niuft  precede  every  the 

*  lead  attempt  td  conciliate.  He  declared 
'  himfelf  an  avovv^ed  enemy  to  American 

*  independency.  He  was  a  Whig;  and 
'  though  he  utterly,  from  his  heart,  ab* 
^  hofred  the  fyflem  of  government  endea- 

*  vourt^d  td  be   carried  into  execution  in 

*  America,  he  as  earneltly  and  zealouily 
'  contended  for  a  Whig  government,  and 

*  a  Whig  conne6lion  between  both  ccun- 

I  i  2  tries. 
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^xLiv.*  *  tries,  founded  in  a  conftitutional  depen- 
•  dence  and  fubordination. 


1777- 


*  His  Lordfhip  recurred  to  the  melan- 

*  choly  momentous  fituation  of  public  af- 
'  fairs  in  general.     He  faid,  America  was 

*  loft,  even  by  the  accounts  which  Admi- 

*  niftration  in  the  Gazette  had  thought  pro- 

*  per  to  impart.     General  Washington 

*  proved  himfelf  three  times  an  abler  ge- 

*  neral  than  Sir  William  Howe;   for, 

*  with  a  force  much  inferior  in  number, 

*  and  infinitely  inferior  in  every  other  re- 

*  fpeft,  as  afferted  from  an  authority  not 
'  to  be  queftioned  [Lord  Germaine]  he 

*  had  been  able  to  baffle  every  attempt  of 

*  ours,  and  left  us.  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that 
'  if  not  aflifted  by  our  fleet,   our  troops  in 

*  the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia  muft 

*  probably   fliare   the  fame  unhappy  fate 
^  with  thofe  under   General  BurgjOYNE. 

*  He  condemned  the  motives  of  the  war  in 

*  the  moft  pointed  and  energetic  expref- 

*  fionsij   and    the    conduft   of   it    in    ftill 

*  ftro'nger ;  and  compared  the  fituation  of 
'  this   country  to  that  brought  on  his  do- 

*  minions  by  the   Duke  of  Burgundy, 

'  fur- 
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/•       1       P     H  A  P* 

*  furnamed  the  Bold.  —  A  Prince  of   the    xliv. 

*  Houfe  of  Savoy  had  his  property  feized  -    1777. 

*  by  him ;   the  injured  Prince  would  not 
'  fubmit ;  war  was  determined  on ;  and  the 

*  objeft  ftrongly  refembled  the  paltry  pre- 

*  tence  on  which  we  had  armed,  and  had 

*  carried  fire, fword, and  devaftation,  through 

*  every  corner  of  America.  The  feizure  was 

*  about  a  cargo  of  fl^ins  ;  he  would  have 

*  them,  but  the  Prince  of  Saumur  would 

*  not  fubmit.     The  Duke  was  conjured  not 

*  to  go  to  war ;  but  he  perlifted  :    **  he 

*  was  determined    fteadily  to   purfue   the 
'  fame  meafures:"  he  marched  againft  '-  the 

*  deluded  multitude  :"  but  at  laft  gave  one 

*  inftance  of  his  magnanimity,  by  imputing 

*  his  misfortunes  to  his  own  obftinacy ; 
"  becaufe,"   faid  he,   "  this  was  owing  to 

*  my  not  fubmitting  to  be  well  advifed." 

*  The  cafe  of  the   Duke   of  Burgundy 

*  wasfapplicable  to  England.  Miniflers  had 
^  undertaken  a  rafh  enterprize,  without  wif- 
^  dom  to  plan,  or  ability  to  execute. 

'  What  had  occafianed  fmce  lafl  war,  the 
.    ^  rife  in  the  value  of  Englifheftates.?  Ame- 

I  i  3  rica,  . 
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x"  r/'  ^  ^^^^»  which  he  now  feared  was  for  ever 
loft.  She  had  been  the  great  fupport  of 
this  country;  fhe  had  produced  millions; 
{he  afforded  foldiers  and  failors;  fhe  had 
given  our  manufafturers  employment,  and 
enriched  our  merchants.  The  gentlemen 
of  landed  property  would  probably  feel 
this  ;  for,  when  commerce  fails,  when  new 
burdens  are  incurred,  when  the  means  by 
which  thofe  burdens  were  lightened  are  no 
more,  the  land-owner  will  feel  the  double 
prefTure  of  heavy  taxes :  he  will  find  them 
doubled  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  his  rents 
proportionably  decreafed.  But  what  had 
we  facrificed  all  thofe  advantages  for?  In 
purfuit  of  a  pepper-corn!  And  how  dici 
we  treat  America?  Petitions  rejetted — ^ 
complaints  unanfwered — dutiful  reprefen- 
tations  treated  with  contempt — an  attempt 
to  eflablifh  defpotifm  on  the  ruins  of  con- 
ftitutional  libertyr— meafures  to  enforce 
'  taxation  by  the  point  of  the  fword.  Mir  ' 
nifters  had  infidioufly  betrayed  us  into  a 

•  war.;  and  what  were  the  fruits  of  it?  Let 
'  the  lad  cataftrophe  which   had    befallen 

•  Mr.  BuRQOYNE  fpeak  the  fuccefs, 

Mn 
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*  In  thecourfe  of  his  fpeech,  he  adverted  ^xtiJ: 
to  the  language  and  Tory  doftrine  held  in 
print,  and  in  that  houfe,  by  a  moft  reve- 
rend Prelate:  and,  he  trufted,  he  fhould 
yet  fee  the  day,  when  thofe  pernicious 
do6lrines  would  be  deemed  libellous,  and 
treated  as  fuch.  Thev  were  the  doftrines 
of  Atterbury  and  Sacheverel.  As- 
a  Whi^,  he  |{hould  never  endure  them ; 
and  doubted  not,  the  author  or  authors 
would  fuffer  that  degree  of  cenfure  and 
punifhment  they  were  juftly  entitled  to. 

*  After  recommending  meafures  of  peace 
inftead  of  meafures  of  blood,  and  promif- 
ing  to  co-operate  in  every  meafure  that 
might  promife  to  put  a  flop  to  the  efFufion 
of  the  one,  and  to  promote  the  other, 
which  might  ftill  prove  the  means  of  once 
more  uniting  our  Colonies  to  us,  his  Lord- 
Ihip  moved,  "  That  an  humble  Addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  moft  humbly 
befeeching  his  Majefty  that  he  will  be  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  order  the  proper  officers 
to  lay  before  this  Houfe  copies  of  all  or- 
ders  and  inftruftions  to  Lieutenant  Gen* 

ji4  *  eral 
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CHAP,    t  ^^^i  BuRGOYNE,  relative  to  that  part  of 
*  his  Majefty's  forces  in  America  under  his 
'  command/ 
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His  moti- 
on  on  the 


Indians. 


The  motion  was  negatived.  After  which, 
^mofrhe  Lord  Chatham  moved,  •'  That  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  moll 
humbly  befeeching  his  Majefty  that  he 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  the 
proper  officers  to  lay  before  this  Houfe  all 
orders  and  treaties  relative  to  the  employ- 
ment in  conjun6lion  with  the  Britifli  troops 
againft  the  inhabitants  of  the  Britifti  Colon- 
ies in  North  America,  with  a  copy  of  the 
inftruftions  given  by  General  Burgoyne 
to  Colonel  St.  Leger," 

Lord  GowER  having  oppofed  this  mo- 
*  tion  with  vehemence  and  acrimony.  Lord 
Chatham  rofe,  '  and  reproached  the  noble 
'  Lord  with  petulance  and  malignant  mif- 
'  reprefentation.  He  denied  that  Indians 
^  had  ever  been  employed  by  him;  they 
^  might  have  crept  into  the  fervice,  from 
*  the  utility  which  the  officers  found  in  them 
^  when  they  were  engaged  in  fome  parti- 
^  qular   enterprifes  in  unexplored  places ; 

*  but 
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'  but  they  were  never  employed  by  the  late  ^  xlI^' 
^  King  (George  II.)  who,  he  faid  had- too   ^7^ 

*  much  regard  for  the  military  dignity  of 
f  his  people,  and  alfo  too  much  humanity, 

*  to  agree  to  fuch  a  propofal,    had  it  ever 

*  been  made  to  him.     And  he  called  upon 
Lord  Amherst  to  declare  the  truth.' 

Lord  Amherst  relu6lantly  owned,  that 
Indians  had  been  employed  on  both  fides ; 
the  French  employed  them  firft,  he  faid,  and   , 
we  followed  the  example. 

On  the  iiih  day  of  December  1777,  a 
motion  was  made  to  adjourn  to  the  20th  of 
January  1778.  This  long  adjournment  was 
oppofed  by  Lord  Chatham.     He  faid, 

"^It  is  not. with  lefs  grief  than  aflpnifli-  mHp«A 
'  ment  I  hear  the  motion  now  made  by  the  «"?  i«n  «• 
'  noble  Earl,  at  a  time  when  the  affairs  of 

*  this  country  prefent,  on  every  fide,  prof- 

*  pe6ls  full  of  awe    terror,  and  impending 

*  danger;  when,  I  will  heboid  to  fay,  events 

*  of  a  moft  alarming  tendency,  little  expefcl- 

*  ed  or  forefeen,  will  fliordy  happen  ;  when 

*  a  cloud,  that  may  crufli  this  nation,  and 

*  bury  it  in  deflrucUon  for  ever,  is  jready 

^  to  ' 
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*^xuvT"  *  to  Uurft  and  overwhelm  us  in  ruin.     At 

*  fo  tremendous  a  feafon,    it  does  not  be- 

*  come  your  Lordfhips,  the  great  hereditary 
'  council  of  the  nation  to  negleft  your  duty ; 

*  to   retire  to  your  country  feats   for   fix 

*  weeks,    in  queft  of  joy  and  merriment, 

*  while  the  real  ftate  of  public  affairs  call 

*  for  grief,  mourning,  and  lamentation,  at 

*  leaft,  for  the  fulleft  exertions  of  your 
^  wifdom.     It  is  your  duty,  my  Lords,  as 

*  the  grand  hereditary  council  of  the  na- 
€  tion,  to  advife  your  Sovereign — to  be  the 

*  proteftors  of  your  country— to  feel  your 

*  own  weight  and  authority.    As  hereditary 

*  counfellors,  as  members  of  this  houfe, 
'  you  ftand  between  the  crown  and  the 
^  people ;  you  are  nearer  the  throne  than 

*  the  other  branch  of  the  legiflature,  it  is 
€  your  duty  to   furround  and  proteft,    to 

*  counfel  and  fupplicate  it  ;  you  hold  the 

*  balance,  your  duty  is  to  fee  that  the  weights 

*  are  properly  poifed,  that  the  balance  re- 

*  mains  even,  that  neither  may  encroach 
^  on    the  other;   and   that   the  executive 

*  power  may  be  prevented,  by  an  uncon- 
^  ftitutional  exertion  of  even  conftitutional 
«  authority,    from   bringing  the  nation  to 

«  dellruftion. 
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^  deRruftion.     My  Lords,    I  fear  we  are  ^^j^J^^ 

^  arrived  at  the  very  brink  of  that  Hate ; 

^  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  nothing  fhort 

^  of  a  fpirited  interpofition  on  your  part,  in 

^  giving  fpeedy  and  wholefome  advice  to 

^  your  Sovereign,  can  prevent  the   people 

*  from  feeling  beyond  remedy  the  full 
^  effefts    of    that     ruin    which    Minifters? 

*  have  brought  upon  us.     Thefe  are  the 

*  calamitous  circumftances,  Minifters  have 
^  been  the  caufe  of;  and  fhall  we,  in  fuch 
^  a  ftate.of  things,  when  every  moment 
^  teems  with  events  produftive  of  the  moft 

*  fatal  narratives — fhall  we  truft,  during  ait 
^  adjournment  of  fix  weeks,  to  thofe  men 
^  who  have  brought  thofe  calamities  upon 

*  us,  when,  perhaps,  our  utter  overthrow  is? 
^  plotting,  nay,  ripe  for  execution,  with- 
^  out  almoft  a  poflibility  of  prevention? 
^  Ten  thoufand  brave  men  have  fallen  vicv 
^  tims  to  ignorance  and  ralhnefs.  The  only 

*  army  you  have  in  America  may,  by  this? 
^  time,  be  no  more.  This  very  nation  re-r 
^  mains  no  longer  fafe  than  its  enemies; 
^  think  proper  to  permit.  I  do  not  augur 
^  ill.  Events  of  a  moft  critical  nature  may 
\  take  place  before  our  next  meeting.  Will 

^  your 
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^xiAw'    *  your  Lord  {hips,  then,  in  fuch  a  ftate  of 

*  things,  truft  to  the  guidance  of  men,  who, 

*  in   every  fingle  flep   of  this  cruel,    this 

*  wicked  war,  from  the  very  beginning, 
'  have  proved  themfelves  weak,  ignorant, 

*  and  miftaken?    I  will  not  fay,  my  Lords, 

*  nor  do  I  mean  any  thing  perfonal,  or  that 

*  they  have  brought  premeditated  ruin  on 

*  this  country.  I  will  not  fuppofe  that 
'  they  forefaw  what  has  fince  happened  ; 
'  but  I  do  contend,  my  Lords,  that  their 
'  guilt  (I  will  not  fuppofe  it  guilt),  but 
'  their  want  of  wifdom,  their  incapacity, 

*  their  temerity  in  depending  on  their  own 

*  judgment,  or  their  bafe  compliances  with 

*  the  orders  and  diftates  of  others,  perhaps 

*  caufed  by  the  influence  of  one  or  two 

*  individuals,  have  rendered  them  totally 

*  unworthy  of  your  Lordfhips  confidence, 
c  of  the  confidence  of  Parliament,  and  of 

*  thofe  whofe  rights  they  are  the  conftitu- 
'  tional  guardians  of,  the  people  at  large. 

*  A  remonftrance,   my  Lords,    fliould  be 

*  carried  to  the  throne*  The  King  has 
^  been  deluded  by  his   Minifters*      They 

*  have  been  impofed  upon  by  falfe  infor- 
^  jnation,  or  have,  from  motives  bcft  known 

'  to 
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to  themfelves,  giVn  apparent  credit  to    ^^Livf* 
what  they  were/convinced  in  their  hearts 
was  untrue.      The  nation  has  been  be- 
trayed into  the   ruinous  meafure  of  an 
American  war,  by  the  arts  of  impofition, 
by  their  own  creduHty,  through  the  means 
of  falfe  hopes,  falfe  pride,  and  promifed 
advantages,  of  the  moft  romantic  and  im- 
probable nature.     My  Lords,   1  do^  not 
wi(h  to  call  your  attention  entirely  to 
that  point.     1  would  fairly  appeal  to  your 
own  fentiments,  whether  I  can  be  juftly 
charged  with  arrogance  or  prefumption, 
if  1  faid,  great  and  able  as  Minifters  think 
themfelves,  that  all  the  wifdom  of  the 
nation  is  confined  to  the  niarrow  circle  of 
the  petty  cabinet.     I  might,  I  think,  with- 
'  out  prefumption,  fay,  that  your  Lordfliips, 
'  as  one  of  the  branches  of  the  legiflaturc, 

•  may  be  as  capable  of  advifing  your  Sove- 
^  reign,  in  the  moment  of  difficulty  and 
^  danger,  as  any  lefler  council,  compofed 
^  of  a  fewer  number;  and  who,  being  al- 
^  ready  fo  fatally  trufted,  have  betrayed  a. 
^  want  of  honefly,  or  a  want  of  talents.  Is 
^  it,  my  Lords,  within   the  utmoft  ftretch 

*  of  the   moft  fanguiae    expectation,   that 

'the 
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xuv.'*  *  thd  fame  men  who  have  plunged  you  in- 
to your  prefent  perilous:  and  ealamitous 
fituation,  are  the  propei*  perfons  to  refcue 
you  from  it  ?  No,  thy  Lords^  fueh  an  ex- 
peftation  would  be  prepofterous  and  ab- 
furd.  I  fay,  my  Lords,  yoii  are  now 
fpecially  called  upon  to  intefpofe.  It  is 
your  duty  to  forego  every  call  of  buftnefs 
and  pleafure ;  to  give  up  your  whole  time 
to  inquire  into  paft  mifcondutl:  5  to  pro- 
vide remedies  for  the  prefent ;  to:  prevent 
future  evils ;  to  re/i  ori  ybur  arms,  if  I 
may  ufe  the  expreflion,  to  watch  for  the 
public  fafety  ;  to  defend  and  fupport  the 
throne ;  and,  if  fate  ftiould  fo  ordain  it, 
to  fall  with  becoming  fortitude  with  the 
reft  of  yolir  fellow- fubjefls  in  the  general 
ruin.  I  fear  this  laft  muft  be  the  event- 
of  this  m.ad,  unjuft^  and  cruel  war.  It  is 
your  Lordlhips'  duty  to  do  every  thmg' 
in  your  power  that  it  fhall  not ;  but,  if  ir 
muft  be  fo,  I  truft  your  Lordlhips  and 
the  nation  will  fall  glorioufly* 

^  My  Lords,  as  the  firft  and  rrioft  imme- 
diate objedl  df  your  inquiry^  I  would  re* 
commend  to  you  to  confider  the  true  flate 

•  of 
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of  our  home-defence.     We  have  heard  ^^fyf- 
much  from  a  noble  Lord  in  this  Houfe, 
of  the  ftate  of  our  navy.     I  cannot  give 
an  implicit  belief  to  what  I  have  heard 
on  that  important  fubjeft.     Iftill  retain 
my  former  opinidn  relative  to  the  number 
of  line  of  battle  fliips  ;  but  as  an  enquiry' 
into  the  real  ftate  of  the  navy  is  deftined 
to  be  the  fubjeft  of  a  future  confideration, 
I  dp  not  wifh  to  hear  more  about  it,  till 
that  period  arrives.     I  allow,  in  argument, 
that  we  have  thirty'-five  fliips  of  the  line 
fit  for  aftual  fervice.     I.  doubt  much  whe- 
ther fuch  a  force  would  give  us  a  full  com- 
mand of  the  Channel.     I  am  certain,  if  it 
did,  every  other  part  of  our  poflellJons 
^  muft  lie  naked  and  defencelefs,  in  every 
'  quarter  of  the  globe.     I   fear  our  utter 
^  deftru6lion  is  at  hand,     [Here  and  in  ma- 
'  ny  other  parts  of  his  fpeech,  his  Lordfliip 
'  broadly  hinted,  that  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon 
^  was  meditating  fome  important  and  deci-* 
^  five  blow  near  home.     What,  my  Lords^ 

*  is   the  ftate  of  our  military   defence?     I 

*  would  not  wifti  to  expofe  our  prefent  weak- 
^  nefs;  but  weak   as   we  are,  if   this   w^r 

*  fhould  be  continued,  as  the  public  decla-* 

1  *  ration 
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^anrr  station  of  perfons  in  high  confideiiice  whh 
^•^JJjy   *  their  Sovereign  would  induce  iis  to  fup-^ 

*  pofe,  is  this  nation  to  be  entirely  ftripped? 
^  And  if  it  (hould,  would, every  foldier  now 

*  in  Britain  be  fufficient  to  give  us  an  equal- 

*  ity  to  the  force  in  America?     I  will  main- 

*  tain  they  would  not.     Where,  then,  will 

*  men   be   procured?     Recruits  are  not  to 

*  be  had  in  this  country.     Germany  will 

*  give  no  more.     I  have  read  in  the  newf- 
*.  papers  of  this  day,  and  I  have  reafon  to 

*  believe  it  to  be  true,  that  the  head  of  the 

*  Germanic  body  has  remonflrated  againft 

*  it,  and  has  taken  meafures  accordingly  to 

*  prevent  it.     Minifters  have,  I  hear,  ap- 

*  plied  to  the  Swifs  Cantons.     The  idea  is 
'  prepofterous!      The  Swifs  never  permit 

*  their  troops  to  go  beyond  fea.     But,  my 

*  Lords,  if  even  men  were  to  be  procured 

*  in  Germany,  how  will  you  march  them  to 

*  the  water-fide?     Have  not  our  Minifters 

*  applied  for  the  port  of  Embden,  and  has 

*  it  not  been  refufed?  I  fay,  you  wilt  not 

*  be  able  to  procure  men  even  for  yout 
'  home-defence,  if   fome   immediate  iieps 

*  b^   not  taken.     I   remember  during  the 
^  Idft  war,  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  levy 

^  independent 
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^  independent  companies  :  they  were,,  when  ^xuvT" 

*  completed,   formed  into  battalions,  and    ^"'^ 
^  proved  of  great  fervice.     I  love  the  army ;" 

*  I  know  its  ufe;  but  I  muft  neverthelefs  own; 
*<  that  I  was  a  great  friend  to  the  meafurC 
^  of  eftabliftiing  a  national    militia.     I  re- 

*  member  the  laft  war,  that  there  were  three 

*  camps  formed  of  that  corps,  at  once  in 

*  this  kingdom.  I  faw  them  myfelf;  one  at 
*'  Winchefter,  another  in  the  Weft,  at  Ply- 

*  mouth;  and  a  third,  if  I  recolleQ;   right, 

*  at  Chatham.    [Told  he  was  right^.    Whe- 

*  ther  the  militia  is  at  prefent  in  fuch  a  ftitrt 

*  as  to  anfwer  the  valuable  purpofes  it  did 

*  then,  or  is  capable  of  being  rendered  fo, 

*  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay ;  but  I  fee  no  rea- 

*  fon,  why  in  fuch  a  critical  ftate  of  affairs, 

*  the  experiment  fliould  not  be  made;-  and 
••  why  it  may  not  be  put  again  on  the  form- 

*  er  refpe6lable  footing.  I  remember,  all 
^  the  circumftances  confidered,  when  ap- 
^  pearances  were  not.  nearly  fo  melancholy 

*  and  alarming  as  they  now  are,  tl  at  ther6 
^  were  more  troops  in  the  county  of  Kent  ' 
'  alorie,  for  the  defence  of  that  County^ 

*  than  there  are  novf  in  the  whole  iflaad^ 

VOL.  II.  K  k  '  My 
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^xLiv:      '  My  Lords,  I  contend,  that  we  have 

*  not,  nor  can  procure,  any  force  fufBcient 
'  to  fubdue  America.    It  is  monftrous  to 

*  think  of  it.  There  are  feveral  noble 
'  Xiords  prefent,  well  acquainted  With  mi* 

*  litary  afiPairs.  I  call  upon  any  one  of 
^  them  to  rife  and  pledge  himfelf,  that  the 

*  military  force  now  within  the  kingdom 
^  is  adequate  to   its  defence,  or  that  any 

*  poflible  force  to  be  procured  from  Ger- 

*  many,  Switzerland,  or  elfewhere,  will  be 
'  equal  to  the  conqueft  of  America.  I  am 
^  too  perfeflly  perfuaded  of  their  abilities 
'  and  integrity,   to  expert   any  fuch   af« 

*  furance  from  them.  Oh !  but  if  America 
'  is  not  to  be  conquered,  (he  is  to  be  treated 

*  with.    Conciliation  is  at  length  thought 

*  of;  terms  are  to  be  oflPered.    Who  are 

*  the  perfons  that  are  to  treat  on  the  part 
^  of  this  a'filifled  and  deluded  country? 

*  The  very  men  who  have  been  the  authors 

*  of  our  misfortunes :  the  very  men  who 
«  have  endeavoured,   by  the  moft  pemi- 

*  cious  policy,  the  higheft  injuftice  wpA  op- 

*  preffion,  the  moft  cruel  and  devs^ting 

*  war,  to  enflave  thofe  people ;  they  w6uld 
3  •  conciliate 
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^  Conciliate  to  gain  the  confidence  arid  af-  ^xuv! 

*  feftion  of  thofe,  who  have  furvived  the 

*  Indian  tomahawk,  and  the  German  bay- 

*  qnet.     Can  your  Lordfhips  entertain  the 
'  moft  diftant  profpeft  of  fuccefs  from  fuch 

*  a  treaty,  and  fuch  negotiators  ?  No,  my 

*  Lords,  the  Americans   have  virtue,  and 

*  they  muft  deteft  the  principles  of  fuch 

*  men ;  they  have  underftanding,  and  too 

*  much  wifdom,  to-truft  to  the  cunning 

*  and  narrow  politics  which  muft  caufe  fuch 

*  overtures  on  the  part  of  their  mercilefs 

*  perfecutors.  ^  My  Lords,  I  maintain,  that 

*  they  would  fhun,  with  a  mixture  of  pru-^ 

*  dence  and   deteftation,   any  propofition 

*  coming  from  that  quarter.     They  would 

*  receive  terms  from  fuch  men,  as  fnares  to 
'  allure  and  betray.     They  would  dread 

*  them  as  ropes,  meant  to'  be  put  about 
^  their  legs  to  entangle  arid  overthrow  them 

*  in  certain  ruin. 

•  My  Lords,  fuppofing  that  our  domeftic 

*  danger,  if  at  all,  is  far  diftant ;  that  our 

*  enemies  will  leave  lis  at  liberty  to  pro- 

*  fecute  this  war  with  the  utmoft  of  our 

K  k  2  *        ability  j 
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^AF-  '  abflity;  fuppofe  your  Lordfliips   (houl(f 

*  grant  a  fleet  one  day,  an  army  another ; 

*  all  thefe,  I  do  affirm,  will  avail  nothing, 

*  unlefs   you  accompany   it  with  advice. 

*  Miniflers  have  been  in  error ;  experience 
'  has  proved  it ;  and  what  is  worfe,  they 
'  continue  in  it.     They  told  you  in  the  be- 

*  ginning,  that  15,000  men  would  traverfe 
'  America,  without  fcarcely  the  appearance 
'  of  interruption;  two  campaigns  have 
'  pafled  fince  they  gave  us  this  afTurance. 

*  Treble  that  number  has  been  employed ; 

*  and  one  of  your  armies,  which  compofed 

*  two-thirds  of  the  force  by  which  America 
'  was  to  be  fubdued,  has  been  totally  de- 
'  ftroyed,  and  is  now  led  captive  through 
'  thofe  provinces  you  call  rebellious.  Thofe 

*  men  whom  you  called  cowards,  paltroons, 

*  runaways,  and  knaves,  are  become  vifto- 

*  rious   oyer  your  veteran  troops ;  and  in 

*  the  midft  of  vi6lory,  and  flufh  of  con- 
'  queft,  have  fet  Minifters  the  example  of 
'  moderation  and  of  magnanimity  worthy 

*  imitation. 
'-My  Lords,  no  time  (hould  be  loft  which  * 

'  .may  promife  to  improve  this  difpofition  * 

'  in 
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*  in  America;  unlefs,  by  an  obftinacy  foundr  ^xliv!* 
'  ed  in  madnefs^  we  wi(h  to  ftifle  thofe  em- 
'  bers  of  afFeftion  which,  after  all  ouf  fa- 

*  vage  treatment,  do  not  feem  as  yet  to 
'  have  been  entirely  extinguiOied*  While 
'  on  one    fide    we    rauft   lament  the   un- 

*  happy  fate  of  that  fpirited  officer,  Mr. 

*  BuRGOYNE,  and  the  gallant  troops  under 
'  his  command,  who  were  facrificed  to  the 
'  wanton  temerity  and  ignorance  of  Mi- 
^  nifters,  we  are  as  ftrongly  impelled  on  the 

*  other  to  admire  and  applaud  the  generous, 

*  magnanimous  conduct,  the  noble  friend- 
'  (hip,  brotherly  affeftion  and  humanity  of 
'  the  vitlors,  who  condefcending  to  impute 
'  the  horrid  orders  of  maffacre  and  de- 
'  vaftation  to  their  true  authors,  fuppofed, 
'  that  as  foldiers  and  Englifhmen,  thofe 
'  cruel  excefl'es  could  not  have  originate4 

*  with, the  General,  nor  were  cohfonant  to 
'  the  brave  and  humane  fpirit  of  a  Britifli 

*  foldier,  if  not  compelled  to  it  as  an  aft 

*  of  duty.     They  traced  the  firft  caufe  of 

*  thofe  diabolical  orders   to  their  fource ; 

*  and,  by  that  wife  and  generous  interpre- 
^  tation,  granted  their  profefled  deftroyers 

K  k  3  *  terms 
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^Kuv:  *  terms  of  capitulation,  which  they  could 
*^JJ^  ♦  be  only  entitled  to  as  the  makers  of  fair 
^  aud  honourable  war. 


•  My  Lords,  I  fliould  not  have  prefumed 
to  trouble  you,  if  the  tremendous  ftate  of 
this  nation  did  not,  in  my  opinion,  make 
it  neceffaryt  Such  as  I  have  this  day  de* 
fcribed  it  to  be,  I  do  maintain  it  is.  The 
fame  meafures  are  flill  perfifted  in ;  and 
Minifters,  becaufe  your  Lordfliips  have 
been  deluded,  deceived  and  niiflead,  pre- 
fume,  that  whenever  the  worft  comes,^ 
they  will  be  enabled  to  ftielter  themfelves 
behind  Parliament.  This,  my  Lords, 
cannot  be  the  cafe :  they  have  committed 
themfelves  and  their  meafures  to  the  fete 
of  war,  and  they  muft  abide  the  iffue.  I 
tremble  for  this  country ;  I  am  almoft 
led  to  defpair,  that  we  (hall  ever  be  able 
to  extricate  ourfeTves,  Whether  or  not^ 
the  day  of  retribution  is  at  hand,  when  the 
vengeance  of  a  much*injured  and  afflict-' 
ed  people  will,  I  truft,  fall  heavily  on 
the  authors  of  their  ruin ;  and  I  am 
ftrongly  inclined  to  believe,  that  before 

the 
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the  day  to  which  the  propofed  adjourn-  ^  j^^lyT 


*  ment  ftiall  arrive,  the  noble  Earl  who     ^^^^ 

*  moved  it  will  have  juft  caufe  to  repent 

*  of  his  motion.' 


The  motion  of  adjournment  was  agreed  to« 
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CHAP.     XLV. 
LORD  Chatham's  zeal   and   anxiety' 

RESPECTING      AMERICA HIS     LAST 

'  SPEECH  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS -^ — 
HIS  LAST  PLAN  TO  PRESERVE  AME- 
RICA  HIS    SUDDEN    ILLNESS     IN     THE 

HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

^xLv.'*  XTOt\vithstanding   a  negative    had 

1778.  -^^    been  put  upon  every  propofition  and 

Lord  motion  made  by  Lord  Chatham,  concern- 

zeai  and  ipoT  Amcrica,  yet  he  refolved  to  perfevere 

refp  tting  in  the  fame  \mt  of  conduft.     To  his  zeal 

America. 

in  this  caufe  he  facrificed  his  Hfe.  He  had 
not  ftrength  of  conftitution  fufficient  to 
bear  the  exertions  he  made.  He  was  now 
advanced  in  the  feventieth  year  of  his  age  ; 
had  for  many  years  fuffered  the  fevereft 
pains  of  the  gout ;  but  poflefTing  talents  fu- 
perior  to  moll  men,  he  felt  with  the  fharp- 
eft  fenfibility,  the  progrefs  of  events,  which 
paffed  with,  indifference  bt^fore  the  eyes  of 
other  men,  who  had  not  his  penetration : 
although  debilitated  by  infirmity,  and  ener, 

vated 
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vated  by  anguifh  of  body  and  mind,  ftill  ^xtv.'*' 
he  refufed  to  yield  to  the  calls  of  his  dif-»  ^^i^ 
order,  or  to  mitigate  his  torture,  by  the 
indulgence  of  a  bed while  his  country- 
was  bleeding  at  every  pore,  he  felt  for  her^ 
not  for  himfelf.  IJer  honour  :and  fplen-* 
dour  had  been  his  glory  and  his  pride — het 
(lebafement  and,  adverfity  were  now  the 
only  fubje£ls  of  his  concern  and  anxiety*.  > 

On  the  7th  day  of  April  1778,  the  Duke  nitust 
or  Richmond  havmg  moved  to  prelent  an» »« the 
Addrefe  to  the  Kmg  on  the  fubjetl  of  the*  ^ordi. 
ftate  of  the  ijation,  in  which  the  nccejjity  of 
admitting  the  Independence  of  America,  was^ 
infinuated,  Lord  Chatham  rofe  to  fpeak 
atgain  on  this  fubjeft.  ^ 

;  *  ,He  began  by  lamenting  that  his  bodily- 
^  iafirniities  had  fo  long,  and  efpecially  at 
^  fp^  important  a  crifis,    prevented  his  at^ 

♦  At,  or  near,  the  beginning  of  this  year,  a  very  extra- 
ordinary negotiation    was   attempted  to  be  opened  with 
LorAChathamj-through  the  Channels  of  Sir  Jameb  Wriglit^ 
and  Dr.  Addington  ;  the  particulars  of  which  the  reader^ 
will  find  in  the  Appendix  Y.  .         "       ^ 

"      *  K  k  4  '  tendance 
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^XLV^*  *  tendance  on  the  duties  of  Parliament.  He 
declared  that  he  had  made  an  effort  al- 
moft  beyond  the  powers  of  his  conilitu* 
tion  to  come  down  to  the  Houfe  on  this 
day  (perhaps  the  laft  time  he  (hould  ever 
be  able  to  enter  its  walls)  to  exprefs  the 
indignation  he  felt  at  an  idea  which  he 
underftood  was  gone  forth,  of  yielding  up 
the  fovereignty  of  America ! 

•  My  Lords,  continued  he,  I  rejoice  that 
the  grave  has  not  clofed  upon  me  ;  that 
I  am  ftill  alive  to  lift  up  my  voice  againft 
the  difraemberment  of  this  ancient  and 
moft  noble  monarchy!  Preffed  down 
as  I  am  by  the  hand  of  infirmity,  I  am 
little  able  to  affift  my  country  in  this  moft 
perilous  conjunfture;  but,  my  Lords^ 
while  I  have  fenfe  and  memory,  I  will 
never  confent  to  deprive  the  royal  o£F- 
fpring  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick,  the 
heirs  of  the  Princefs  Sophia,  of  then:  fair- 
eft  inheritance.  Where  is  the  man  that 
will  dare  to  adyife  fuch  a  meafure  ?  My 
Lords,  his  Majefty  fucceeded  to  an  em- 
pire as  great  in  extent  as  its  reputation 

*  was 
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'  was  unfullied.   Shall  we  tarnilh  the  luftre  ^^lv'*- 

*  of  this  nation  by  an  ignominious  furren-   ^^^^^ 
^  der  of  its  rights  and  faireft  poffeflions  ? 

*  Shall  this  great  kingdom,   that  has  fur- 

*  vived  whole  and  entire  the  Danifh  de- 
-*  predations,  the  Scottifli  inroads,  and  the 

*  Norman  conqueft ;  that  has  ftood  the 
'  threatened  invalion  of  the   Spanifh  ar- 

*  mada,  now  fall  proftrate  before  the 
^  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ?  Surdy,  my  Lords, 

*  this  nation  is  no  longer  what  it  was! 
^  Shall  a  people,  that  feventeen  years  ago 

*  was  the  terror  of  the  world,  now  ftoop  fo 

*  low  as  to  tell  its  ancient  inveterate  enemy, 

*  take  all  we  have,  only  give  us  peace  ?  * 

*  It  is  impoflible  ! 

*  I  wage  war  with  no  man,  or  fet  of  men. 

*  I  wifh  for  none  of  their  employments ; 
^  nor  would  I  co-operate  with  men  who 
^  ftill  {)erfift  in  unretrafted  error;  or, who, 
'  inftead  of  afting  on  a  firm  decifive  line 

*  of  conduct,  halt  between  two  opinions, 

*  where  there  is  no  middle  path.    In  God's 

*  name,  if  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  to  de- 
<  clare  either  for  peace  or  war,  and  the 

former 
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•^xLvr  '  former  cannot  be  preferved  with  honour, 
^^^JJ^   *  why  is  not  the  latter  commenced  without 

*  hefitation  ?  I  am  not,  I  confefs,  well  iur 
'  formed  of  the  refources  of  this  kingdom  \ 

*  but  I  truft  it  has  flill  fufficient  to  main- 

*  tain  its  juft  rights,  though  I  know  them 

*  not. — But,  my  Lords,  any  ftate  is  better 

*  than  defpair.     Let  us  at  leafl  make   one 
'  effort;  and  if  we   muft  fall,  let  us  fall 

*  like  men !' 

When  his  Lordfhip  fat  down.  Lord 
Temple  faid  to  him,  "  You  have  forgot  to 
mention  what  we  have  been  talking  about 
T— Shall  I  get  up?"  Lord  Chatham  re- 
plied, "  No,  no ;  i  will  dp  it  by  and  by/' 

tma  ^  The  converfation  to  which  Lord  Temple 
MpiaTto  alluded,  related  to  the  principal  features  of 
^'^y.L.  a  plan,  which  Lord  Chatham  had  formed 
with  a  view  to  effeft  the  recovery  of  Ame- 
rica.  The  firft  part  of  the  plan  wa.%  to 
recommend  to  his  Majefty,  to  take.  Duke 
Ferdinand  of  Brunswick  immediately 
into  his  fervice.  'Lord  Chataam's  defign 
in  this  meafure,  was  to  make  an  impreflion 

upon 
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upon  France  on  the  Continent,  in  order  to  ^xLvf* 
prevent  her  fending  that  afliftance  to  the  ^*^j^ 
Americans,  which  he  knew  the  French  Court 
had  promifed. — Another  part  of  the  plaa 
was,  to  recommend  a  Treaty  of  Union  witk 
the  Americans — ^that  America  (hould  make 
peace  and  war  in  concert  with  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  that  fhe  (hould  hoift  the  Britifh  flag, 
and  ufe  the  Kings  name  in  her  Courts  of 
Juftice.  His  ideas  went  no  further  in  this 
converfation.  But  he  conceived  an  opinion, 
that  when  America  faw  the  impoflibihty  of 
deriving  any  afliftance  from  France,  the 
Gongrefs  would  accept  of  thefe  terms. 

The  reader  cannot  but  obfefve,  that  this 
plan  is  perfeftly  confonant  with  his  Lord- 
fhip's  former  plan,  which  proved  fo  eminent- 
ly fuccefsful  in  the  late  war — of  conquer- 
ing America  by  making  a  vigorous  impref- 
fion  upon  France  in  Europe.  He  faw,  that  ' 
a  war  with  France  was  become  unavoida- 
ble :  therefore,  with  his  ufual  penetration 
and  fpirit,  he  wiflied  to  commence  that  war 
immediately,  upon  his  own  principles.  He 
detefted  that  procraitinaiion,  which  gave 

the 
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^xLv''  *^^  enemy  power,  not  only  of  chufing  the 
period  of  his  conveniency,but  the  firft  fcenes 
of  operation*. 


1778, 


SL'eSffr  The  Duke  of  Richmond  having  fpokea 
IrfL^JdH!''  in  anfwer  tofome  parts  of  Lord  Chath  amI^ 
fpeech,  his  Lordftiip  attempted  to  rife,  ta 
reply  to  his  Grace ;  but  after  two  or  three 
unfuccefsful  efforts  to  ftand,  he  fainted  and 
fell  down  on  his  feat.  The  Duke  of  Cum- 
BERLAND,  Lord  Temple,  Lord  Stam- 
ford, and  the  other  Lords  near  him,  caught 


*  The  war  which  France  carried  on  in  America,  in 
conjun^ion  with  the  United  States,  was  infinitely  more 
expenfive  and  injurious,  to  England,  than,  a  war  against 
France  in  Europe,  would  have  been.  That  this  is  not 
an  aflertion  founded  in'  conjefture,  may  be  feen  by  com- 
paring the  charges  of  the  German  war,  during  the  year* 
1758,  i7S9>  1760,  and  1761,  with  the  charges  of  the  Ame- 
rican war,  during  the  years  1778,  17795  1780, 1781— ex- 
cluiive  of  the  arrears  at  the  conclufion  of  each  war.  Sec 
this  point  mentioned  in  Chap.  XVI.  .  -It  was  a  faying 
of  Prefidcnt  Hknault,  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  France, 
that  if  there  had  been  a  fucceilion  of  fuch  Minifters  as 
the  Dutce  of  Sully,  nothing  could  have  withdood  the 
power  of  France,  In  imitation  of  which,  it  may  be  faid, 
with  equal  truth,  that  if  there  had  been  a  fucceflion  of 
fuch  Miniflers  as  Lord  Chatham,  nothing  could  have 
withftood  the  power  of  Great  Britain* 

him 
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him  in  their  arms.  The  Houfe  was  immedi-  ^^avT* 
ately  cleared,  and  the  windows  were  opened.  ^TnT* 
---Dr.  Brocklesby  being  in  the  Houfe,  his 
affiftance  was  inftaiitly  obtained.  His  Lord- 
fliip  was  carried  into  an  adjoining  room,  and 
the  Houfe  direftly  adjourned. 

This  unhappy  circumftance  proved  the 
melancholy  prelude  of  his  death.  As  foon 
as  poffible,  his  Lordftiip  was  conveyed  to 
his  favourite  villa  at  Hayes  in  Kent;  where 
he  was  attended  by  his  confidential  phyfi- 
cian.  Dr.  Addington. 


MS  AStCDOnS  ANP  afEBCHEf 


CHAP.    XLVI. 
LORD  Chatham's  death— the  conduct 

Of  PARLIAMENT  UPON  THAT  EVENT- 
SOME  TRAITS  Of  HIS  CHARACTER. 

CHAP.  J   ORD  CHATHAM'S  infirm  and  eraa- 
^^p^  -*-'  ciated  (late  of  body  baffled  every  effort 
that  (kill  and  medicine  could  afford.     The 
exertions  he  had  lately  made,  had  exhaufled 
his  frame  and  conftitution.     He  langui(hed 
^,f^  at  Hayes  until  the  eleventh  day  of  May, 
1778,  when  he  died;  to  the  (incere  regret 
of  every  Britifli  fubjeft,  and  of  every  perfon 
who  had  a  juft  fenfe  of  human  dignity  and 
virtue.    Such  a  man  appears  but  feldom. — 
Lord  Chatham  was  a  man  of  fuch  extra- 
drdinary  talents,  that  he  would  have  made  a 
fhining  figure  in  any  ftation.     Had  he  con- 
tinued in  the  army,  there  is  no  doubt  he 
would  have  died  at  the  head  of  his  corps,  or 
have  advanced  to  the  head  of  his  profelTion. 
He  was  not  born  for  fubordiaation. 

Intelli- 
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Intelligence  of  his  death  being  fent  to  ^xlwu 
London.  Colonel  Barre,  the  moment  he    ^J^ 
heard  it,  haflened  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
who  were  then  fittings  and  communicated 
the  melancholy  information.     Although  it 
was  an  event,  that  had,  in  fome  meafure, 
been  expe6led  for  feveral  days,  yet  the  Iloufe 
were  affefted  with  the   deeped  fenlibility. 
Even  the  adherents  of  tlie  Court  joined  in 
the  general  forrow,  which  was  apparent  in 
every  countenance.     The  old  Members  in- 
dulged a  fond  remembrance  of  the  energy 
and  melody  of  his  voice  ;  his  commanding 
eye,  his  graceful  a6lion.   The  new  Members 
lamented,  they  fliould  hear  no  more  the  pre- 
cepts of  his  experience,  nor  feel  the  powers 
of  his  eloquence.     A  deep  grief  prevailed. 
The  public  lofs  was  adlv:nowledged  on  all 
fides.   Every  one  bore  teflimony  to  the  abi- 
lities and  virtues  of  the  deceafed.     On  this 
occafion  all  appearance  of  party  was  extin- 
guifhed.    There  was  but  one  fenfe  through- 
out the  Houfe. 


Colonel  Bar  RE  moved,  "  That  an  hum-  cuondaof 
blq  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  re-  m'cnt'upoa 
quefting  that  his  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  give  direftions  that  the  remains  of 

VOL.  II.  l1  William 
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^xlvl'  William  Pitt,  Earl  of  Chatham,  be  in- 
^■^^^  terred  at  the  public  expence;  and  that  a  mo- 
nument be  erefted  in  the  collegiate  church  of 
St.  Peter,  Weftminfler,  to  the  memory  of 
that  great  and  excellent  Statefman,  with  an 
infcription  expreflive  of  the  fentiments  of 
,  the  people  on  fo  great  and  irreparable  a  lofs ; 
and  to  affure  his  Majefty  that  this  Houfe 
would  make  good  the  expence  attending  the 
fame." 

While  the  Motion  was  reading,  Lord 
North  came  into  the  Houfe,  and  as  foon 
as  he  was  informed  of  the  bufinefs,  he  gave 
it  his  moft  hearty  concurrence;  lamenting 
that  he  had  not  come  in  fooner,  that  he 
might  have  had  the  honour  to  have  made 
the  motion  himfelf. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimoufly* 

On  the  thirteenth  day  of  May  Lord  North 
affured  the  Houfe,  that  his  Majefty  had  rea* 
dily  agreed  to  their  addrefs,refpefl:ing  the  in- 
terment of  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  and  to  the 
ereftion  of  a  monument  to  his  memory. 

Lord  John   Cavendish*  faid,  that  he 

hoped 
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hoped  the  public  gratitude  would  not  flop 
here.  As  that  invaluable  man,  had,  whilft  "^ 
in  the  nation's  ferviee,  negle6ted  his  own 
affairs,  and  though  he  had  the  greateft  op. 
portunity  of  enriching  himfelf,  had  never 
made  any  provifion  for  his  family,  he  hoped 
an  ample  provifion  would  be  made  for  the 
defendants  of  fo  honeft  and  able  a  Minifter, 

^    Lord  North  coincided  warmly  in  the  . 
noble  Lord's  wi(h;  and  Lord  Nugent,  Mr. 
Fox,  Mr.  Montagu,  Mr.  Byng,  and  feve* 
ral  other  Gentlemen,  expreffed  the  moft  fin- 
cere  affedion  for  the  deceafed  Peer, 'and 
pronounced  the  higheft  eulogiums  on  his 
virtue  and  talents;    adding,   that  he   had 
negle6led  his  private   interefts   by   direS- 
ipg  his  whole  attention  to  national  objefls. 
Mr.  T.  TowNSHEND,  now  Loid  Sydney, 
moved.  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  King,  expreffing  the  wifties  of 
the  Houfe,  that  his  Majefty  would  confer 
fome  fignal  and  lafting  mark  of  his  royal 
favour  on  the  family  of  the  deceafed  Earl/ 
and  that  whatever  bounty  he  fhould  think 
proper  to  bellow,  the  Houfe  would  chear- 
fully  make  good  the  fame.    The  motion  was 
agreed  to  unanimoufly. 

On 


i778. 


5S9  ANECDOTES  AND  SPEECHES 

^xivi/'  O^  ^^^  tweniy-firft,  Lord  North  deli- 
vered to  the  Houfe  the  following  meflage 
from  the  King, 

GEORGE  R, 

"  His  Majeftv  having  confidered  the  Ad- 
d^T^  of  this  Houl'e,.that  he  will  begracioufly 
pkaled  to  confer  fome  fignal  and  lading 
mark  of  his  royal  favour  on  the  family  of 
the  laie  William  Pitt,  Earl  of  Chat-^ 
HAM,  and  being  denrous  to  comply  as 
fpeedily  as  poITible  with  the  requeft  of  his 
faithful  Commons,  has  given  directions  for 
granting  to  the  prefcnt  Larl  of  Chatham, 
and  to  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  the  late 
William  Pitt,  to  whom  the  Earldom  of 
Chatham  may  defcend,  an  annuity  of  four 
thoufand  pcunds  per  annum,  payable  out  of 
the  Civil  Lift  revenue ;  but  his  Majefty  not 
having  it  in  his  power  to  extend  the  effeCl 
of  th/  laid  grant  beyond  the  term  of  his 
own  life,  recommends  it  to  the  Houfe  to 
conhd/r  of  a  proper  method  of  extending, 
fccurinjj  and  annexin^j  the  fame  to  the  Earl- 
dom  c)f  Ch  atham  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fhall 
be  n;of}  ettcClual  for  the  benefit  of  the  fa- 
mily of  the  faid  William  Pitt,  Earl  of 
Chatham:'  GEORGE  R. 

The 
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The  meflage  was  referred  to  the  Commit-  ^xLvf 


tee  of  Supply;  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed 
to;  upon  which  a  Bill  was  brought  in,  and 
it  pafled  unanimoufly  alfo. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  May,  the 
Houfe  agreed  to  prefent  another  Addr^efs  to 
the  King,  requelling  his  Majefty  to  give 
orders,  that  twenty  thoufand  pounds  be 
iffued,  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the 
late  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt,  Earl  of 
Chatham  ;  and  to  afliire  his  Majefty,  that 
the  Houfe  would  make  good  the  fame.  The 
requeft  was  eomphed  with,  and  included  ia 
the  current  fervices  of  the  year. 

The  particulars  of  the  public  funeral,  and 
other  circumftances  conne6led  with  it,  as 
well  as  a  number  of  papers  concerning  his 
LordPnip's  family,  his  character,  the  public 
monuments,  &c.  the  reader  will  find  in  the 
Appendix  Z. 

There  are  fome  traits  of  his  charafter, 
which  are  proper  to  be  felefted  from  the 
general  eulogies,  which  are  alfo  in  the  Ap- 
pendix. — = — 

The 
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^xLvf'  The  Hiftory  of  the  Seven  Years  War,  is 
'^-p^  the  Hiilory  of  his  Ad minift ration.  The 
of'iord"  dread  of  his  name,  and  the  fame  of  his  fpi- 
chatbam*  j.-^^  infufed  alarm  and  vigour  into  all  the  bel- 
ligerent powers.  He  contended,  therefore, 
with  all  their  force. 

The  American  Congrefs  of  1774,  in  their 
Addrefs  to  the  People  of  Grea\  Britain,  faid, 
*«  This  war  was  rendered  glorious  by  the 
«^  abilities  and  integrity  of  a  Minifter,  to 
**  whofe  efforts  the  Britifli  empire  owes  its 
**  lafety  and  its  fame."   The  treaty  of  peace, 
which  terminated  that  war,  w^as  a  meafure, 
which  equally  in  the  period  of  its  execu-^ 
tion,  as  well  as  in  the  terms  of  its  conftruc- 
tion,  met  with  his  fincere  and  unalterable 
difapprobation — His  grand  and  his  favou- 
rite plans  for  humbling  the  wfiote  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  for  carrying  the  fplendour  and 
opulence  of  Great  Britain  to  the  higheft  de- 
gree of  fame  and  wealth — \vere  thereby  fruf- 
trated  and  annihilated.     The  glory  of  the 
Minifler,  the  honour  of  the'Crown,  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  country,  were  all  facrificed  to  the 
revenge  of  a  fattion;  which  feemed  to  ac- 
quire protection  from  the  court,  and  incitafe 
of  numbers  from  the  profligate,  in  propor- 
tion 
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t  increafe  of 
perfidy  of  their  crimes. 


tioh  to  the  increafe  of  the  enormity,  ahd    ^^^^* 


His  efforts  to  preferve  America^  even  to 
the  lateft  moments  of  his  life,  indifputably 
manifefl  his  high  opinion  of  the  importance 
of  that  great  continent.  In  more  than  one 
converfation  he  faid,  America  would  prove 
a  ftaff  to  fupport  the  aged  arm  of  Britain — 
the  Oak  upon  which  fhe  might  hereafter  re- 
cline, fhaded  and  protefted  by  fihal  duty 
and  affeftion;  But  his  Majefty's  coiifiden^ 
tial  advifers  wanted  to  cut  down  this  Oak, 
and  to  plant  their  favourite  weed,  uncondi- 
tional fubmijfion^  in  its  place.  In  another 
age  it  may  be  admitted,  that  the  Patriot  was 
prophetic ;  that  the  Paricide  was  apparent. 

He  was  the  firft  Englilh  Minifter  who 
armed  the  hardy  race  of  the  North.  It  is 
immaterial,  whether  he  adopted  the  recom- 
mendation from  the  plan  given  in  Chapter 
XIV; — the  m(  afure  Ihewed  the  liberal  and 
comprehenfive  judgment  of  the  Statefman. 
The  North  has  ever  been  propitious  to  con- 
queft.  The  world  has  feen  it  in  the  prefent 
.day,Jn  the  ihftance  of  Ruffia  lately  pour- 
\  ing  her  legions  againft  the  luxurious  South 

—like 
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xLvi''  — ^^^^  ^^^  Goths  againft  the  Romans.  He 
^^  faw  the  advantage  intuitively:  and  there- 
fore brought  this  martial  race  of  men  from 
their  cold  abodes  in  the  northern  extremi- 
ties of  the  ifland,  and  directed  their  ardour 
and  fiercenefs  againft  the  enemies  of  his 
country. 

In  the  exercife  of  his  duty,  as  a  Minifter, 
he  was  affiduous  and  inceffant.  He  gave 
no  hours  to  private,  or  domeftic  interefts. 
He  had  no  levees, '  nor  evening  engage- 
ments: he  devoted  himfelf  to  the  Public; 
and  the  nation  pofTefTed  him  entirely.     His 

virtue  and  integrity  were  proverbial* 

I 

His  whole  ftudy^  his  whole  employment, 
his  only  attention,  was.  the  exaltation  of  his    I 
country,  by  the  humiliation  of  her  enemies-   \ 
He  grieved  at  the  prohibition  laid  on  the  I 
execution  of  his  plans;  and  he  died  in  an 
effort  to  prelerve  the  dominion  of  a  Conti- 
nent, he  had  in  part  acquired,  and  w^ould 
have  wholly  fecured  to  the  Britifh  name  for 
ever. 
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